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X PE C T no more Commen— 
dations of our Arabian Author. 
or Apologies for any Thing 
that may ſeem liable to Cen- 
ſure in his Letters. There is 

no end of anſwering the Cavils of thoſe, 
who, to gain the Character of Criticks, 
will create Faults where they find none; 
and impure the very Over/ights of the Preſs 
to the Ignorance of the Author, rather 
than a Book ſhall eſcape free from Cen- 
fare. + 
What is wanting in the $:y/e, where 
it may be ſuppos'd to come ſhort of the 
Original, muſt be laid to the Talian's 
Charpe, who undertook the firſt Ver fi- | 
on of ſo remote a Language. For the En- | | 

7005 Tranſlator has endeavoured to fol- | 

ow him, as cloſe as the Difference of 

Ldioms will admit. And all the wald 

knows, that the Engliſh Tongue is not e 
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of the moſt Copious and Significant. 
Bur, if this ſhall ſeem an invidious Re- 
flect ion, ſubſtituted in the Room of a 
Paſſable Excuſe ; the Enghiſh Tranſlator, in 
Honour both of the Foreign Copies, and 
his own Native Language (tor he is a true 
Engliſh-man both by Blood and Affection) 
1s willing to take the Blame of all De- 
fects on himſelf. Aſſuring you, That 
whatſoever Roughneſs or want of Ele- 
gance; whatſoever Careleſsneſs of Ex- 
preſſion is to be found inthe Engliſh Tran- 
ation, tho?” it may be a Fault indeed, yet 
"ris purely owing to the Candor of him 
who has committed it: Since the chicf 
Reaſon of ſuch Neglect is, becauſe he 
was loth the Reader ſhould loſe the Ori- 
ginal Senſe, for the ſake of a ſweet Peri- 
od, or a delicate Cadence. 

If in other Places he ſeems affected, as 
in retaining the Turkiſh or Arabick Words, 
where they might as well have been 
rendered Emgli/p; this alſo was out of 
Reſpect to his Copy, where thoſe Words 


are left as, we may ſuppoſe, they were 


found in the Original Arabick. 

This is addreſs'd to ſuch Gentlemen as 
have procured the Italian Copies of theſe 
Letters. For we are informed, that they 
are in the Hands of ſome Engliſh Travel- 
Fw ters, 
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lers, who had a Curioſity to compare the 
different, Tranſlations together. 
However to evidence, that this is 
not ſpoken in Partiality to our ſelves, 
but with equal Regard to that Learned 
Foreigner, who firſt brought theſe Let- 


ters to Light; it will not be amiſs to 


exhibit ſuch probable Reaſons, as might 
induce him to leave ſome Arabick Words 
untranſlated rather than rer, though 


they had both the ſame Senſe. 


The beſt Method of on up this 
Point, will be by producing Inſtances, 
ſuch as that, Page 53, at the Bottom 
where the Word | Y#zirs] is retained by 
the Engliſh Tranflator, becauſe it was 
not changed by the Jtalian. Doubtleſs 
it had been as eaſy ro ſay [| The ſeven 
Chief Spirits, Angels, Chancellors or Mi- 
niſters above] as [The ſeven Vizirs.] 
Bur ſince the Italian Copy has not altered 
the Word [Yizirs] the Engliſh Tranſlator 
thought fit to let it ſtand. And he con- 
ceives, tis proper enough in both Ver- 
os becauſe it better expreſſes the 
hought of the Turkiſh Author, than any 
{talian or Eugliſo Word can-do, being a 
Title of Dignity peculiar to the Ottoman 
Empire: Where the Credulous People 
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are made to believe, that their Manar- 
chu, with all its Officers of State, is exact - 
ly modelled according to the Pattern of 
the Celeſtial Court and Kingdom. There- 
fore it appears very natural in a Turk, 
to call the Miniſters of Heaven by the 
Title of Vizirs, Beglerbegs, Baſſa's, or 
whatſoever other Appellatives are uſed by 
them, to expreſs the Dignity of their 
Grandees on Earth. And who would 
to ſpoil his Senſe for the Sake ofa Word? 
Beſides, not to let this Paſſage fall 
without due Remarks, is it not common 
in our Bible to call God [ Lordof Lords? 
And how can this be otherwiſe W eve 
in Arabict, but by the Title which is ap- 
propriated to the principal Governors of 
Provinces, whom in their Language they 
call Beglerbegs? It is equally uſual in 
Scripture, to ſtyle God | King of. Kings] 
a Title frequently aſſumed by the Eaſtern 
Monarchs. Nay, in our common Diſ- 
courſe here in England, it is cuſtomary 
to give to God the Title of [The King 
of Heaven.) And why may we not as 
well give to the Arch- Angels and Angels, 
Se. the Titles which are ordinarily ap- 
ply'd tothe Princes and Nobles on Earth? 
But however, if this will not appear al» 
lawable in a Chriſtian, yet no Man can 


won» 
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wonder at the Tark, when he hears him 
uſe his native Dialef, ſpeaking of the 
Potentates Above. And if this be granted, 
J hope neither the Italian will be blamed 
for preſerving the peculiar Phraſe of an 
Eaftern Author, nor the Engliſh Tranſlator 
be accus'd, for following ſo polite a Pati- 
Tern. 

This Inſtance had not been preſs'd ſo 
far, but in hopes that what is already 
ſaid may ſerve as a Plea for ſeveral other 
Examples of like Nature in this Volume. 
Where it is impoſſible for any European 
to expreſs the full Meaning of an Orien- 
tal Author, without reſerving ſome Words 
of his very Language. And in. this the 
Italian Tranſlator is chiefly vindicated ; 
from whoſe Copy, the Engliſh in ſuch Ca- 
fes had no Reaſon to ſwerve. And thus 
much may ſuffice to anſwer all Objecti- 
ons about the She. 

As to the Matter itſelf, it appears full 
of Inſtruftion, in Hiftorica!, Moral and 
Political Affairs. Nor need any Man 
wonder, if he encounter ſome Paſſages 
which may be found in other MHriters, 
both Gentile and Chriſtian; ſince the Au- 
thor of theſe Letters profeſſes, That He 
has taken much Pains to pernſe the 
Treatiſes of the Ancients, both whilſt he 
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ſtudy'd in the Academies, and during his 
Reſidence at Paris, he often frequented 
the Libraries in that City, whereof there 


is no Scarcity. He ſpent a great deal of 
Time in reading — Jo as well as anci- 


ent Authors: By which Means, he not 


only improv'd his Knowledge in the uni- 
verlal Hiſtory of former Times, but grew. 
familiar with the moſt remarkable Oc- 


currences in Europe, during theſe later 


Centuries. So that in ſome of his Letters, 
one would ſwear he had read Sabellius, 
Petrus Juſtinianus, Philip de Comines, and 
other European Writers : For he ſeems to 
come very near them, in relating ſome 


particular Stories. And it may be ſuppos'd. 


that he took this Advantage to oblige 
the Turkiſh Grandees to whom he writ, 


by inſerting in his Letters ſuch Paſſages 


as they were wholly Strangers co. 

There need no more be ſaid, but that. 
you may expect another YoJume of theſe 
Letters very ſpeedily. Farewel. 
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LETTER I. 
Mahmut the Arabian, and indefatigable 
Slave to the Grand Seignior, To Ma- 


homet, be moſt illuſtrious Vizer Azem 
at the Port. 


Congratulate thy Aſſent to that Top of 
Honour, the frf Dignity in the Empire ever 
viforious. "Tis thy turn to be now exalted 
in the Orb of Fortuna: Let not this high Sta- 
on make thee forget, that the Wheel is always 
n Motion. But conſider, That ſince the Advance 
hou haſt made, was not but by the Fall of thy 
"redeceſſor, thou haſt leſs Reaſon to think thy own 
tate ſecure. | | | 
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2 LETTERS Writ i Vol. IV. 
I am no Fortune-Teller ; nor would I be ſo rude, 
as to prognoſticate ill Luck to my S2periors. But, 
Men in eminent Dignity have need of a Mani. 
for: And, it is recotfled” of ia great Monarch, 
That he commanded one of his Pages every Marn- 
ing to ſalute him, when he -firſt awaked, with 
theſe Words, Remember, O King, that thou art i 
Mortal. 

Let this Example, ſupreme Miniſter, plead my 
Excuſe, and incline thee to pardon the Freedon 
which Mabmut takes ; who by this, thou ſeeſt, i 
no Flatterer. | | 

Certainly all ſublunary Things ebb and 
flow like the Waters. And, though Men my 
ſometimes enjoy a Spring-Tide of Felicity, 
Fate has hidden Sluices, which in a men 
ſhall convey the mighty Torrent to ſome oth 
Channel 


I my ſelf have in ſome meaſure experience 
this, who am but a Puny in Compariſon wit 
thee. Yet Deſtiny and Chance are allotted to th 
Little, as well as to the Great. The Worm Ei 
counters as many groſs Contingencies, in be 
humble _—_ lk as 2 * 3 Zagl 
in all her lo ights an , thro | 
wide ſtretch'd Air. 10 * 
In my Infancy I was ſnatch'd from the Crad 
and from the Arms of my mournful Mothelff of 
mournful on two Accounts, the Death of 2 
Husband, and the Neceflity of parting with | 
Child. Vet this early Separation turn'd to aff} WI 
Advantage, and her Comfort. The Sequel 
my good Fortune, invited her to 
Solitudes, and follow me to the Inperia] Ci 
where ſhe exchanged her melancholy Wide 
hood, for the Society and Love of a Met 
Greek: Whilſt Fate had another Game to p 80r [ 
with me; it being the Will of Heaven, That fry er 


Vol. IV. 4 Ser at PARIS. $ 


the Delights of the Serag/io, and the Honour of 
ſerving the greateſt Sovereign in the World, I 
ſhould fall into a cruel Captivity, and be com- 
pelled ignominiouſly to drudge for a barbarous 

Infidel. Aﬀterwards, I gain'd my Liberty, and 
apply'd my ſelf to ſtudy in the Academies. I 
15 not boaſt of the Proficiency I made: But, 
at my Return to me pſt u knoweſt, my 


Superiors thought me le of doing the Pore 
mi Service in this Place. Thus Providence f. 
* with Mortali, and by an unaccountable Cle of 
+ e them through the Mazes of this 
e. | 

How I have diſcharged my Truſt here, I dare 
appeal to all ; yet can pleaſe none. Every Man 
= wall be my Judge to give Sentence againſt me 3 
and ſome, I believe, wou'd willingly be my 
Executioners : Which, at certain Times, carries 
me into ſo deep a Melancholy, that T ever join 
with my Enemies, and condemn my ſelf, though 
I know not for what. Surely, ſay I, ſo many 

perſpicacious Men cannot be all in the wron 
and I only in the right: They muſt * 2 | 
ſee ſome Faults in me, which I cannot diſcern 
in my ſelf : Doubtleſs I'm partial, and never 
fiang'd the Order of #/op's Wallet. Then I 
reflect on theſe Thoughts, as the mere Product 
of Melancholy: For, after the ſtricteſt Exami- 
nation of my ConduR, I find my ſelf innocent 
of thoſe ; Things whereof I am accus'd. Yet, 
whilft I am juſtifying my Integrity towards my 
great Maſter, my Sadneſs returns again, and tells 
me, That without doubt, I have ſome Ways of- 
. tended God and his Prophet, who, for that Rea- 
ſon, ſuffer the Envious to perſecute me ; and 
| drive me into a more intimate and familiar Con- 
verſe with my ſelf, that ſo by making a frequent 
Scrutiny after the Cauſe of my outward Mis- 
B 2 fortunes, 


Y 
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fortunes, I may diſcover the ſecret Crimes which 
T may have committed againſt Heaven, and 
N lie hid under my Inadvertence and Ob- 
Iivion. 5 
Then I'm fill'd with a thouſand Scruples about 
my telling Lies, and taking falſe Oaths, though 
Im diſpenſed with ſor all thoſe Immoralities, by 
the ſovereign Arbiter of the Law. In a Word, I 
know not ES what to think. And were 
it not that my 15 in theſe Parts meets with 
Jome Succeſs, I ſhould often conclude, That ei. 
ther lie under ſome Curſe of God, or Charms of 
Men; that either Heaven or Heli, have a peculiir 
Hand in afflicting me. . f 
But all this may be only the Fumes of my 
own diſtemper'd Spleen. And the indu/gent 
Judge of Man may paſs a milder Sentence on me, 
than either I do my ſelf, or my Fellow-Mortals, 
He is tranſcendently benign and. merciful: 
And our Sins of Frailty appear in his Eyes but 
as ſmall Atoms in the Rays of a Morning Sun 
which, though they be innumerable, yet the 
leaſt Breath of Wind blows them all out of 
Sight. | 
By what have ſaid, tis apparent, That I have 
regard both to thee and my ſelf: To thee, as the 
Supreme Diſpoſer of Life and Death, under the 
Grand Signior ; to my ſelf, as one cull'd out for a 
Vidtin by the Malicious, and lying at the Feet of 
thy noble Nature, begging thy Protection. My 
Enemies are induſtrious to ruin me, and lay hold 
on all Opportunities to accompliſh it. The Ser 
tence, which they could not procure from thy Pri 
Aeceſſor, they may hope to draw from thee b 
their falſe Informations. This makes me uſe 
-  Precaution in my own Defence, hoping to fore 
ſtal their Malice by this humble Addreſs. | 


Imitat 
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Imitate thou the divine Nature, and be not ſe- 
vere in remarking the Peccadillo's and ſmall De- 
linquencies of thy Slave. If I turn Infde/ or 
Traytor, I crave no Favour. - ; 

t ſupremely merciful and gracious, the fir/# 
and the 44% of the World, and Lord of Paradiſe, 
heap on thee as many Bleſſings every Day, as 
would pos jp my ſwifteſt Wiſhes a Thouſand 
Years; and grant that thou may'ſt find Admit- 
tance into the Place full of Rivers, whoſe Springs 
take their Ri/e from the Bottom of the Rock of E- 
ternity. : 


Paris, 17th of the 2d Moon, | 
of the Tear 1649, according to the Chriſtian Style. 


— — — — 


LETTER II. 
To the Kaimacham. 


HE Troubles of this Kingdom, which a while 

ago ſeem'd to be compos'd, are now again 
broke out afreſh. The private Grudges of ſome, 
and the Ambition of ethers, of the Nobility, have- 
once more put all in Arms. This City is block'd 


up by the Prince of Conge's Army, Who has not 
been long return'd from Flanders. The King, 


the Queen, with Cardinal Mazarini, and the 
whole Court, are at S. Germains in Lay, whither 
they went by. Night. This abrupt Departure gave 
freſh Courage to the Szditious, and at the ſame 
time furniſh'd them with new Matter of Accu- 
lation againſt Cardinal Mazarini, who, they ſay, 


has ftole away their Sovereign from them. The 
Parliament have declared him an Enemy to the 
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Government. They are levying Soldiers as faſt as 
they can: And Proviſions are Bid in, as if they 
were to ſuſtain a long Siege. Several Printes and 
Grandees are come over to the Citizens, having 


deſerted the Court; among whom is the Prince 


of Conti, Brother to the Prince of Conde. Yet the 


. Parifians are diſtruſtful of him, and have confin'd 


his Siſter, as a Hoſtage for his Fidelity ; not 


| knowing, that his Deſertion is real, being occa- 


* ſome Quarrel between him and his elder 
Other. 

"Tis faid, That Cardinal Mazarini has taken s 
Reſolution to depart the Kingdom, that ſo he may 
_ the Tempeſt that threatens him from all 

The gu” has ſent Orders to the Co/onels, that 
1. Mareſchal Turenne, in Germany, com- 
manding them to abandon that General, who, 
they ſay, has declared for the Parliament, and 
ſent to offer them his Service. | 

On the other fide, the Citizens endeavour to 
ſtrengthen their Party, by ſending to all the Par. 
liaments of France, to deſire their Conjunction in 
2 ng the Quarrel of this of Paris. 

e Companies which the Burgheys of this City 
have rais'd, wear this Motto in their Enfign:, 
WE SEEK OUR KING. 


In the mean while, the 4rcb-Dule of Auftris 
keeps near the Frontiers of this Kingdom, with 
an 


Army of 'Twenty thouſand Men ; and ſends 
frequent Propoſals to the Parliament, in order to 


"a Pear. 


_ Whilſt I was writing the aſt Words, News 
was brought me, that Eliachim the Fer is ſeiz'd, 
and „ Priſon at S. Denys, which Place is 
in the King's Hands. I cannot learn the Reaſon 
of his Confinement, but am to ſuſpe& 'tis on 


ble 


the Score of his late appearing among the Rub- + 


Vol. IV. a Se at PARIS. 7 


ble of Paris, whereof I gave an Account in a 
Letter to the Aga of the Jani zarics. 

The Surprize I am in at this unfortunate Ac- 
cident, puts me upon a thouſand Thoughts. 
I know not what Courſe to take- for my own 
Safety. If Eliachim's Papers ſhould be ſearch'd, - 
Mahmut muſt be diſcover'd ; and then, if I tarry 
in the City, I cannot eſcape a Priſon: For tho” 
at this Juncture, one would think this Place a 
ſufficient Protection from the Court; yet the Ha- 
tred they bear to the true Believers, and the Diſeo- 
very of ſo important a Commiſſion as mine, would 
ſuperſede their inteſtine Animoſities. I ſhould. 
infallibly be, either delivered up to the Court, or 
ſent to the Ba/ti/e. If I go out of the City, my 
Danger is yet greater; all the Paſſes of the 
being narrowly watch'd, and ſtrongly 
guarded by. the King's Soldiers. This made me, 
at firſt, reſolve to defer the Concluſion of this 
Letter to another Time, whilſt I ere for my 
own Safety ; as thinking it impoſſible to convey 
any Intelligence out of France undiſcover d. But 
being inform'd'of 'a Courier, that was juſt going 
from the Parliament to the Arcb-Dule of Auſtria, 
and fearing left I ſhould never have the Privi- 
lege of Pen, Ink and Paper again, I have raviſh'd: 
a few Moments, from that little Time I have left 
to ſhift for my ſelf, that ſo I might give thee no- 
tice of this Accident. a N 

I have written alſo to Nathan Ben Saddi at Vien-- 
na, to prevent any Diſpatches from him, till far- 
ther Order. Both theſe Letters I venture in the 
Hands of a faithful Meſſenger, who has cauſed 
them to be ſew'd up in the Heels of his Shoes, 
to prevent Diſcovery. He travels under the Pro- 
tection of the Courier. | 

I have not a Minute left to fay more, Than 


that I am at. this Inftant parting from my Lodg- 
2998 B4 ing + 
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ing; my Books and other Things being packt up, IM th 
and Porters ready to carry em away. If I get WI 
ſafe out of the Houſe, I muſt change my Habit th 


and Name, and ſo lay the Foundation of a new m: 
Concealment, till the Iſſue of this Adventure Fa 
ſhall dire&t me what to do. | I } 
Adieu, illuſtrious Kaimacham, and expect to I 
hear more in my next; or let my Silence Fa 
_—_— thee, That Mabmut is no longer at Li- ga 
ty. | 
Pa 


Paris, 26th of the 24 Moon, 
' of the Nar 1649. 


LETTER III. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 


I F thou haſt any Diſpatches coming for me, and 
it be yet in thy Power to ſtop them, uſe . 
Wings in doing it: For I fear we are diſcover'd Pr 
in this Plaee. Brother Cliacbim is arreſted th 
by the King's Orders. What is laid to his ſw 
Charge I know not for certain ; neither is it P. 
neceſſary for thee to be inform'd in that Point. do 
But if his Confinement be owing to ſome Ser- w 
vices he has lately done me, we are all loſt. His th; 
Papers will be ſearch'd, which muſt of Neceſſi- ho 
betray our Secrets: And then we have No- in 
thing to expect but the ſevereſt Execution of the to 
Chri/tians Fury and Revenge. I am in no ſmall WI 
Confuſion at this Accident, having ſcarce Time lie 
to provide for my Concealment. Send no more N M. 
to Paris till thou receiveſt farther Advice. We „ 

. are all in Arms, this City being block'd up * ſer 
the | 


— 
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the Queen's Troops; ſo that I knew not well 
which way to ſhift for my ſelf, and eſcape a 
thouſand Scrutinies, which they will every where 
make into the Affairs of a Stranger. But, that 
Fate which over-rules human Contingencies, will, 
I hope, reſcue me out of this Danger: To which 
I commend both thee and me ; bidding thee 
Farewel, as if I were never to write to thee a- 
gain: For ſo the Iſſue may prove. 


Paris, 26th of the 24 Moon, 
of the Vear 1649. 


A. 


— — 


LETTER IV. 
To Adonai a Jew, at Venice. 


Have | ſomething more Reſpite now, than 
when I wrote laſt to my Brother Nathan at 
Vienna, to inform him of Eliachim's being made a 
Priſoner. I was in a greater Hurry at that Time, 
than the ninth: Sphere. All my Motions were 
ſwift. I went backward and forward, like the 
Planets; but had no Leiſure to ſtand ſtill, as they 
do ſometimes. In a Word, I have run over the 
whole Zodaict of Policy, to ſeek for a new Houſe ; 
that wherein I lodg'd being like to prove too 
hot for me. At length I have found one, where- 
in I hope to meet with no malevolent Aſpects, but 
to remain, as before, in a friendly Conjunction 
with the Moon; behind whoſe Splendors, I may 
lie cover'd from the Inquiſitions of peering 

Mortalss. a 
To ſpeak more intelligibly, I am, for the pre- 
ſent, remov'd td other Lodgings in this City, 
| B 5 | the 
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the better to ſhelter my ſelf from the Storm 
which ſeems to hang over my Head, fince E/is- 
chim was ſeiz d. Yeſterday I wrote to the Ka. 
macham, and to Nathan Ben Saddi, to give them 
an Account of this Accident. This goes along 
with the ſame Meſſenger ; for I durſt not confide 
in the Poſs, during the preſent Diſorders of this 
Kingdom. 

I receiv'd a Letter from thee, wherein thou 
informeſt me, of an Attempt that has been lately 
made, to rob the rogers of Venice: Which, ac- 
cording to thy Deſcription, is very rich and 
magnificent; not ta be match'd in Exrope. Per. 
haps- if thou hadſt ſeen the Wealth that is pre. 
ſerv'd in the Church of S. Denys, a City not far 
from Paris, thou wouldſt be of another Mind. 
But neither of us can make proper Compariſons, 
having not ſeen both Places. The French exto| 
the latter, and ſay, It far exceeds that of Venia 
But they may ſpeak partially ; it being the Hu 
mour of all eople to magnify the Grandeur 0 
their own Nation: And, the French come not 
Mort of the reſt of the World in Vain-Glory. 
However it be, it was a vaſt Attempt and full o 


infinite Difficulties 2 W * rob 2 Vault — 
of a Church in the Heart of that great and popu- 
lous City, where all the Riches of the Szignio br. 
were repoſited. It is an Argument of the Great > hy 
neſs of their Souls who durſt undertake ſo hazard w 
ous an Enterprize. | 

But 1 the firſt Time the Venetian hav: _ 
been in Danger to loſe that prodigious Maſs e 
Wealth. A Grecian once found a Way 
through marble Barricado's under Ground, t: Faris 


enter thoſe golden Cells; from whence he en 


ried away, to the Value of Twenty hundre: 
Thouſand Zechins in Jewels. But, making on 
of his Country-men acquainted with it, the Vil 
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lain betray'd him to the Doge, who cauſed him to 
be hang' d. 


' That Commonzealth has been all along very 
\ 8 Happy in Diſcovery of Plots, and other Miſchie 
intended againſt her. I know not whether thou 
t haſt heard of the famous 9 of Tiepoli; 
: WW who not content with the Life and Eſtate of a 


private Gentleman, ſought to render himſelf So- 
vereign of Venice. And to this End, inſinuated 
into the Affections of many Thouſands of the 
i Citizens ; whom he kept in conſtant Penſion ſor 
10 above nine Vears together, under the Notion of 
aſſiſting him, to revenge certain Injuries he had 
receiv'd from a Roman Gentleman. They were 
cM ll ro run with their Arms into the Streets, when 


a <y ſhould hear the Name ſiepoli utter'd aloud, 
1; 42d often repeated. | 
od But, when the Day was come, whereon he 


was to put his Deſigns in Execution, and the A- 
10 lrm was given in the Streets, an old Woman 
off made ſuch haſte to look out at her Chamber-Win-- 
dow, to ſee what was the Occaſion of the Tu- 
mult, that ſhe threw down an earthen Veſſel, 
which falling directly on the Head of Tiepoli, 
kill'd him, and ſo put an End to the Rebellion. 
For which happy Accident, the Senate ſettled a 
rl yearly Penſion of a Thoyfand Zechins on the old 
_ Woman, during her Life, and the ſame to be paid 
to her Heirs and Poſterity for ever. 
Send me no Diſpatches, till thou haſt received 
{| :nother Letter from me, which will direct thee 
J what todo, | 


Paris, 27th of the 2d Moon,” 
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the Alms we beſtow to feed Doge, Cats and other 


. Hypecriſy, to-ſhew Kindneſs to the Brutes, who, 
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LETTER V. 


To Mahummed, Hadgia, Derviſe, Ere- 
mit, nhabitant of the Prophetic Cave 
in Arabia he Happy. 


HE Franks (who are more ready to find 
1 Faults in others, than to amend their own) 
cenſure the * 5p for extending their Cha- 
rity to Beaſts, Birds and Fiſhes. They laugh at 


living Creatures; and ridicule the Tenderneſs of 
ſuch, as go into the Markets, and buy the Birds 
that are there ſold, on Purpoſe to. reſtore them 
to their native Liberty. They fay, "Tis a ſuffici- 
ent Demonſtration of Piety to relieve the Ne- 
ceſſities of Men; and that, It is but a fruitleſs 


 E r . 


in their Opinion, have neither Souls nor Reaſon, S. 
and conſequently are inſenſible of our good Off-W th 
ces towards them. 1 | | 

Theſe are the Charges of Wefprnt Raillery, the I! 


Scoffs of the obdurate, with which they load ne 
the generous Orientals, the Hearts transfixed wi 
with univerſal Love. What would they ſay, i wc 

Fo 


they had heard of thy heroick Piety, who not 
'only affordeſt Protedlion and Relief to thoſe 


Creatures whereof we have no need, but even cor 
- abſtaineſt from the Fleſh of all Animals, thoug! 
the Prophet himſelf has indulged us the Uſe o 


ſome for our neceſſary Food, and without whict 
many plead, That we cannot ſuſtain . Life 
Oh! excellent Man, born for the Reproof anc 
Light of the Age, how is the Soul of our gre: 


© Law-giver exhilarated; when he beholds thy inne 


come to thee, I preſume to lay them at thy Feet, 
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cent and unblemiſhed Life? The Treaſury of 
Heaven, is enrich'd with thy good Works, the fer- 
tile Harveſt of Virtues, the Firſt-Fruits of the 
Purity of thy Nature! From thy firſt Deſcent in- 
to that holy Cave, the Angels, who regiſter the 
Words of Men, never heard thee utter a Syllable 
that could be reprehended. 'Thy Thoughts ra- 
viſh the Heart of God himſelf with Joy. The 
univerſal Spirit full of Eyes, Watcher of the Uni-. 
verſe, would fall aſleep, were it not rouz'd by 
the ſtrong Vibrations of thy ſublime Soul. Thy 
Contemplations are Themes for the College of 
thoſe who are aſſiſtant in forming of all Things. 
Were it not for ſuch as thee, the Angel of the 


firſt Motion would ceaſe to whirl the Globes of 


Light through the Heavens: The Orbs above 
would grow ruſty, and all the Wheels and Springs 
of Nature would fand ftill. Oh elect Idea, be- 
fore whoſe purify'd Efence the Sun himſelf ap- 
pears full of Blemiſhes! Human Wit cannot find 
thy Equal on Earth : Thou art the Impreſs on the 
SEAL OF THE PROPHETS, the Soul of 
the Soul! of Mahomet ! 

In thus celebrating thy high Perfections, if 
I have offended thy Modeſty, thou haſt the Good- : 
neſs to aſcribe it to the Exceſs of my Affection, 
which carries me beyond human Regards. I 
would fain be an Imitator of thy incorrupt Life. 
For, let the Chriftians ſay what they pleaſe, I will 
ever eſteem Ab/tinence a divine Virtue. I have 
conſulted the Sages of Ola, that I might learn 
what was the Practice of former Times, whilſt 
human Nature was yet in its Infancy, before the 
Manners of Men were debauch'd. I have pur- 
ſued the ſelect Writings of the Ancients, the 
Records of Truth, and void of Fables. And, 
believing that ſuch Memoirs will not be unwel- 
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as a Mark of that profound Veneration I owe to 
the Tenant of the Darling of God. 

Theſe Hiftorians * hat the firſt Inhabitants 
of the Earth, for above Iwo thouſand Vears, 
lir'd altogether on the vegetable Products 3 of 
which they offer'd the Firf-Fraits to God; It be- 
ing eſteem'd an inexpiable Wickedneſs, to ſhed 
the Blood of any Animal, though it were in Sacri- 


fice, much more to eat of their Fleſh. To this 


End, they relate the firſt Slaughter of a Bull 
to have been made at Athens, on this Occaſion. 
The Prieft of the Town, whoſe Name was Diamss, 


as he was making the accuſtomed Ob/ation of 


Fraits on an Altar in the open Field, (for as yet 
they had no Temples) a Bull came running from 
the Herd, which was' grazing hard by, and eat 
of the conſecrated Herbage. U which Die- 
mus the Prieff, mov'd with at the reputed 
Sarrilege, and ſnatching a Sword from one of 
thoſe that were preſent, kill'd the Bull. But, when 


his Paſſion was over, and he confider'd what a 


heinous Crime he had committed; fearing alſo 
the Rage of the People, he perſuaded them, 
That a God had appeared to him, and commanded 
him to offer that Bu// in Sacrificg, by burning 
his Fleſh with Fire on the Allar, as an Atone- 
ment for his devouring the conſecrated Fruits. 
The devout Multitude acquieſced to the Words 
of their Prieſt, as to an Oracle. And the Bu/l 
heing flay'd, and Fire laid on the Altar, th 

all aſſiſted at the new Sacrifice. From which 
Time, the Cyfom was yearly obſerv'd among 


the Athenians, to ſacrifice a Bull. And by them, 


this Method of religious Cruelty was taught, not 
only to all Greece, but to the reſt of the World. 
In — of Time, a certain Prief, in the midſt 
of his bloody Sacrifice, taking up a Piece of the 
broiled Fleſh which had fall'n from the W 

e 
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the Ground, and burning his Fingers therewith, 
ſuddenly clapt them to his Mouth, to mitigate 
the Pain. But when he had once taſted the 
Sweetneſs of the Fat, not only long'd for more 
of it, but gave a Piece to his Aſſiſtant, and he 
to others: Who all pleaſed with the new found 
Dainties, fell to eating of Fleſh greedily. . And 
hence this Species of Gluttony was taught to 
other Mortals. Neither is it material, what the 
Hebrew Doctors object againſt theſe Teſtimonies, 
when they introduce the Son of Adam, ſacrificing 
living Creatures, in the #fancy of the World; 
ſince, thou knoweſt, many Errors are inſerted 
in the written Law, from whence they take this 


Story. | 
"They ſay alſo, That the firſt Goa? that fell by 
the Hands of Men, was killed in revenge for 
the Injuries it had done the Owner of a Vine- 
pars in brouſing on his Vines ; ſuch an impiaus 
having never been heard of before. 

This is certain, That the Egyptians, the wiſeſt 
and moſt ancient People in World, having 
receiv'd from the firſt Inhabitants of the Earth a 
Tradition, forbidding Men to kill any living Crea- 
ture; to give the greater Force to this Primitive 
Law of Natrre, they form'd the Images of their 
Gods, in the Similitude of Beats: That ſo the 
Vulgar, ſtruck with Reverence at the ſacred Sym- 
bols, might learn to abſtain from ki/ling, or fo 
much as hzrting the dumb Animals : under whoſe 
Forms, they repreſented whatſoever among them 
was eſteemed adorable. 

Yet, leſt any in his Life-Time ſhould by Ac- 
cident, or otherwiſe, have _ eſs'd the Lat 
of Abſtinence, they uſed a kind of Expiation for 
the Dead, after this manner: The Prie/fs took 
the Bowels out of the Belly 'of the Deceaſed, 
and putting them in an earthen Veſſel, they held 
| 1* 
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it towards the Sun ; and calling Witneſſes, th 
made the following Speech, in behalf of the Dead: 
% O thou Sun, whoſe Empire is univerſal, and all 
« ye other Powers, who give Life to Men, re- 
« ceive me into the Society of the immortal Gods, 
* for ſo long as I liv'd in this World, I religi- 
« ouſly perſevered in the Vorſbip of thoſe Deities, 
« which were made known to me by my Ance- 
« ftors. I always honoured my Parents, who be- 
« gat my Body. I never killed any Mar or Beat, 
* nor have been guilty of any black Crime. But, 
if whilſt I lived I have treſpaſs'd, in ta/ting any 
of thoſe Things which are forbidden, it was not 
« my Sin, but the Fault of theſe Entrails, which 
are here ſeparated from the reſt of my Body.” 
And having ſaid this, they caſt the Veſſel into 
the River. on the Banks of which the Ceremony 
was perform'd, embalming the reſt of the Body, 
as pure and free from Sin. 1 5 
After the ſame manner the Perfian Magi, or 


_ wiſe Men, practiſed Abftinence. And, to imprint. 
in their Diſcip/es a Tenderneſs and Friendſhip to- 


ward the Beaſts, they called them, according to 
their different Stations, either Lyons, Hyzna's, 
Crows, Eagles, Hawks, Sc. And their Gar- 
ments were painted all over with the various 
Figures of Animals; thereby inſinuating, the 
Doctrine of the Souls Tranſmigration; and incul- 
cating this My/ery, That the Spirit of Man enter: 
Succeſſively into all farts of Bodies: Which thou 
— is not remote from the Faith of true Be- 
ievers. * boy 


It would not be ' amiſs, as a Teſtimony of the 


Practice of the Ancients, to inſert a memorable Si 


Adareſs, which the Reform'd Pridfts of Crete were 


wont to m ke before the Altar of Fupiser. 0 
« Divine Got er nor of the Hundred Cities, we have 
led à boly Lite, from the Time that we were fh 


initiated 
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/ initiated in thy My/eries, and forſook the noc 
: * turnal Rites, and bloody Feaſts of Bacchus: We 
Il ue now purify'd, and cloath our ſelves in white 
« Feftments, the Emblems of our Innocence : We 
7 * ſhun the Society of polluted Mortals; neither 
- WH © approach we to the Spulchrer of the Dead, nor 
„ of the Faß of any Thing, which has been 
- © endued with ZA. 1 F.-Y 

Such alſo was of old, and to this Day is, the 
Ab/tinence of the Indians ; among whom the Brach- 
mans perform the Office of Priefthood. Theſe 
the ancient Grecian; call'd Gymno/ophifts. They 
are all of one Race, neither wi they admit a 
Stranger into their Order: They live for the 
moſt Part near to Ganges, or ſome other River, 
for the Sake of their frequent Purifications. 
Their Diet conſiſts of Milk, curdled with ſowre 
Herbs. They feed alſo on Apples, Rice, and 

- TI of the Earth; ——_— it the 
eight of Impiety ta taſte of that 
Life. ve in little * or on Soong 
very one by himſelf, avoidin Company and 
Diſcourſe; em loying all their Time in Contem- 
lation,” and the Service of the Temple. They 
ſteem this Life but a neceſſary Diſpenſation 
f Nature, which they voluntarily undergo as. 
Penance ; ardently thirſting after the Diſfolu < 
lon of their Bodies; and firmly believing, That 
ie Soul, by Death, js releaſed from its Priſon, 
nd launches forth into immenſe Liberty and 
'ppineſs Therefore they are always chearful- 
y diſpoſed to die, bewailing thoſe that are 
live, and celebrating the Funerals of the Dead, 
vith joyful Solemnities and Triumphs. Among 
heir good Works, it is accounted an Act of 
zreat Reputation and Virtue, to build Hoſpitals: 
or Beaſts as well as Men: And, in every City; 


1 


e 


930 


here are great Numbers of ſuck as * all 
b cir 


1 
| 
1 


% to honour their Parents ; and neither to Bill 


- wanting ſome Teſtimonies of it in theſe Weſters 


"Abſtinence from Flefo z. and ſhew'd to Men, the 
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their Life, in tending on ſick and wounded Ani. 
mals, or ſuch as have no Suſtenance elſewhere. 
And, this is no novel Inſtitution, but deliver'd down 
to them by Tradition, from immemorable Ages. 
The Precepts allo of Triptolemus and Draco, the 
moſt ancient Lamgivers of the Athenians, are 4 
Teſtimony, of the Innocence and Sincerity of the 
firſt Age : For they comprehended all the whole 
. of Piety a in practiſing theſe few 
ules: 
% Let it be an eternal Sanction to the A beni. 
% nt, to adore the immorta: Gods ; to reverence 
* the departed Heroes ; to celebrate their Praiſes 
with Songs, and the Heft- Fruits of the Earth; 


„Mu nor Beaſt. 

I could relate to thee Examples of Abinenu 
in the ancient Lacedemonians, Spartans, Few:, 
and almoſt all Nations of the Za: Nor are there 


Parts. This Kingdom of France was in o/d Time 
inſtructed by a kind of Prophets or Philoſophers, 
whom they call'd Druids, who took up theit 
uſual Refidence under Qats, Theſe taught the 


Tranſmigration of Souls, and therefore_preſcrib'd 


Method of worſhiping Gd with the Hef. Fru 
of the Earth; From hence they ſail'd over into 
Aritain, and planted. themſelves in that Ian. 
propagating the. ſame Do&rines; and were reve 
— by the People as ſacred Or acles. 

Buy all which it is evident, That the tender 
Regard which the ?rue Faithful have for the Brute: 
ts no [nnovation, or ſingular Caprice of Super ftition 
but the primitive Practice of the Ancients, the uni 
verſal Tradition of the whole Earth. Nay, thi 
Eaſtern Chriftians, for the moſt part, live an at 
ſtemious Life; ſuch as the Grecians, Armenian 

19 | | Georgian! 


Vol. IV. 4 SPY at PARIS. 15 
Georgians, Mingrelians, and others that are ſcat- 
ter'd u up and down in divers Parts of Aja. 

Theſe following the Examples and Traditions of 
the Apoſtles and Primitive Fathers of their Church- 
e, either taſte not at all, or very ſparingly, the 
Fleſh of Beaſts, Birds and Fi ſes. But the Naza- 
renes of the Nn boaſt of I know not what Li- 
berty they have, to eat, without ſcruple, of all 
Things; having the Diſpenſation of the Roman 
Mufti, whom call the Vicar of God. Hence 
it is, That theſe religious Libertines are not afraid 
to gorge themſelves, . even with the Blood of 
laughter d Beaffs, which their own Law forbids 
em to taſte. And they prop themſelves up in 
their Impiety, by ſaying, t the Pope has 
Power to change het Traditions and —_—_ 
* — 1 6254 even of Act «ns the M:/ab- 

ence 


on of 

=> ſhew any endetiieſs of the Brutes; = 

— are Se in their gluttonous Cruelty, 

1 are but one Remove from the moſt Fovage* 
EC. 


But thou, Bey Mar of God; pity theſe :Infidelt, 
Gd but may be a fincere Diſciple of 


„ 1675 LE #'Movn, 
2 the Tea h 


20 LETTERS Writ by Vol.IV. 


\ LETTER VL 
To the Kaimacham. 


Am returned to my former: Lodging again, 
the Caſe of Eliachim being not ſo bad as my 
The Occaſion of his Confinement were 

certain Words he ſpoke againſt the Proceedings 
of Cardinal Max arini and the Court, in Company 
of ſuch as wererofficious to oblige that Minifer. 
This was done at St. Denys, not far from Paris; 
where they immediately caus'd him to be taken 
into Cuſtody by the King's Guards who quarter'd. 
= _ — It has coſt him a. co —_ 
Sum of Money to purchaſe his Li „ Which. 
he now enjo * beet.” I had 8 
when I firſt heard the News of his being ſeiz d: 
and that it was for ſome ſeditious Expreſſions: 
For then I call'd-to Mind, how he had ated laſt 
Year, by my Order, during the Tumu/ts of Paris; 
and concluded, that ſome unlucky Accident 
had now betray'd him: Which, if it were ſo, 
would infallibly bring me into the ſame Danger. 
This made me ſo ſuddenly change my Habitation, 
and put a ſtop to the. Diſpatches of the ſub/ime 
Port. I thought no Caution too much, to 1 
the Affairs of my Commiſſion indemnified ; and, 


8 That it were better to offend in being too wary, 
| than too ſecure. If I have taken wrong Mer 
| ſures in thus abſconding, 'tis for want of fuller 
Inſtruction from my Speriors. I wiſh they would 
honour me with particular Rules, in caſe of 
- ſuch Emergencies; then I ſhould ſteer my ch 
Courſe, without running the Hazard of Rocks MW an 
and Sands. I have often defired to know, Whe- Wt G 
ther if I were diſcover'd, I ſhould own my ſelf W. 
* an 


- — — — — 
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an Agent for the Grand Seignior. But none of the 
Miniſters have vouchſafed to direct me in this 
Point: Whereby I may commit an irreparable 
Miſtake, if ſuch a Thing 6 21m n 

Adanai the Few informs me of an Attempt 
lately made to rob the Trraſury of Venice; which 
according to his Deſcription is very rich and 
magnificent. He ſays, There are twelve Crowns 
of pure Gold, and an equal Number of Breaſt- 
plates of the ſame Metal, ſet with all Sorts of 
precious Stones of ineſtimable Value: A hun- 
dred Veſſels of Agat: Threeſcore Services for the 
Altar, all of pure Gold, enrich'd with Diamonds, 
Sapphires, Emeralds.” and other Stones of Price. 
There is alſo an Unicorn's Horn, above the Purchaſe 
of Money. There are fourteen unpoliſh'd Pearls, 
as large as a Man's Fift. The Duca] Cap is valu- 
ed at à hundred thouſand Zechins ; with many 
other Rarities and coftly Ornaments, too tedi- 
ous to be inſerted in a_ Letter. 

Certainly ſo much Wealth was never deſtin'd 
to fall into the Hands of little private Thieves: 
It is a Booty fit for Kings and great Generali, the 
licens'd Banditti of the Earth. So many glitter- 
ing Jewels would tempt the Honeſty of an An- 
gel, and he would be glad to adorn the Apart- 
ments of his Hrauen with theſe radiant Drops of 
the Sun which he-ſees on Earth. | 

I have met with ſome pretty Relations of the 
Boldneſs of Robbers, but none that ever mateh'd 
the Bravery of this Enterprizez which was -no 
leſs than to rob one of the moſt potent States in 
the World of her chiefeſt Treaſure. 8 

He wanted not for Impudence, who, w 
the Emperor Charles V. was removing his Cogrt, 
and all the Officers were buſy in packing up the 
Goods, enter'd the Chamber where the Emperor 
was; and having made his Obeiſance, fell —_ 

1 f | 7 


. 
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to pulling down the rich Hangings of Ji 
Lunch by + Help of his . ben 
ried. away, with abundance of Plate: No Bog 
ever ſuſpeQing, but that he was one of the En 
- perar's Servants, till the Perſon came, whoſe Of. 
Ace it was to remove thoſe Goods, and then the 
other was known to be a Thief. 

I have heard of a Speniard, who on a great I 
fical, when the Pricfs had finiſh'd the Service o 
the Altar, and were retired to their Lodging 
went very boldly and took the golden Veſlels d 
the. Altar, and carry d them away under his Clou 
2 1 8 had been the Steward of che Churd, 


no Boop Aypet ing any other. 

2 che Hem MT Veſt, illuſtrious Kains 
cham, and pray, That thou may'ſt monopolize the 
2 Bleflings of Heaven, and have thy Shar 
of the Riches of the Earth, without 8 
loſing them to great pr ſmall Thieves, | 


Paris, 1655 of the za Moon, 
of the Kear 1049. 


k dr 7 — 14. Dr 4 +4 "Sm © 27 


* E T TER vi. 
* Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vient 


OW. y'l. continue thy Diſpatch 

as wn - Fears are vaniſh' d: Eh 

To Is = and all Things are in Safe 
hou haſt ng Reaſon to tax me with Timoroy| 
mt | in ſo b y forſaking my Habitatio! 
orelight of fart Ad ng 
1 4 Ns "alt. conſider, Tha there is no arg 


ing againft Contingencies in the eg: 285 
* and that he who truſts all Things to Ch 


* 
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makes a Lottery of his Life, wherein, for one 


happy Event, he ſhall meet with ten unlucky 
ones. To what Uſe ſerves that apprebenfive Fu- 
culty, which Nature has poſted as the Corps du 
Guard of our Lives and Fortunes, allowing it the 
Senſes for Scouts and Centinels ? To what End, 
I fay, ſerves this watchful Faculty, but to take 


the Alarm at doubtful Emergencies, to rouze our 


Caution, that ſo we may make Proviſion, and be 
in a Poſture of Defence, againſt whatſoever may 
happen ? | 

1 came, That Fliachim was ſeiz'd for ſedi- 
tious Words againſt the Government, I was con- 
ſcious, That both he and I had been guilty of 
more than Words in that bare Kind. Therefore 
what had happen'd to him, I look upon as due to 
my ſelf alſo; and that my Confinement would 
ſoon follow, if I took no ſpeedy Care to prevent 
it, by ſeaſonably abſconding. This was the Rea- 
ſon of my ſudden Departure, which cannot juſtly 
be aſcribed ro Cowardice, fince 'twas the Effect 
of common Prudence. 

Now I am return'd to my old Lodging again, 
where the Joy they are in for the Birth of a Son, 
will not give them leiſure to reflect on my AE 
fairs : So that I am received by my Hof?, without 
the leaft Jealouſy or ſuſpicious Animadverſions. 


Brim-full of Mirth and jovial Thoughts, the 


good Man compliments me, and prochims his 
etter Fortune: Invites me to fit down with his 
Friends, and partake of the Gifts of Ceres and 
Bacchus. This, thou knoweſt, is the Cuſtom of 
the whole Earth at the Birth of Mortals. They 
make merry over one that is born to the ſame Mi- 


ſeries as themſelves, who the firſt Moment hg 


1 draws the Breath of Life, is enrolled in the Regi- 


fer of Death; and from the Womb, makes ſwift 


and direct Advances to the Grave. | 
I | However 5 


— — — — A — 


— 


ed the Senſe of all. Then I praiſed in my ſelf 
Banquets and . Feaſts, where no uncomely Ge. 
no loud talking or braying like Aſſes, but ever 


and contain themſelves within the Bounds of 1 


they are drunk, nor witty, unleſs be rude. 


Fen to Paper, to give thee an Account of m earin 
Return, e s 1 5 ſer 
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However, I ſat down with the reſt, to comply 


with the exhilarated Humour of my He. I eat, fo 


I drank, and ſeem'd merry with the Company; WF IIe 


vet, at the ſame time, I could not but nauſeate ha 


my Entertainment, and diſdain the extravagant ¶ co 
Profuſion of Spirit, which appear'd in every MW lo 
one of this vain Aſſembly. They all talk'd ex 


gerly, and one Man's Words drowned thoſe of MW Pa: 


another; whilſt an univerſal] Laughter confound. 


the Modeſty and Order obſerv'd in our Eaftern 
{tures or Actions eſcape the well natur'd Gueſts; 


one ſtrives to ſuppreſs the Motions and Ap- 
pearances of a too forward and indulgent Mirth, 


decent and civil Reſerve. Such were the Feaſt 
inſtituted by Ly:urgus among the ancient Ls 
cedemonians; Where ſuch as were Friends and 
Acquaintance met together and refreſhed them 
ſelves, without Riot and Luxury. They con- 
vers'd together interchangeably, after the manner 
of NN or Men of the Lato: Diſcoui. 


ett 
hee 


fing ſoberly either of Natural Things, or Civil In 
Affairs: Mixing facetious and witty Jeſts witih., 4 
their more ſerious Talk, without Clamour,;:1 
Scurrility, or giving any Offence. But thei, F 
 Wiftern People think themſelves, not merry, tu 7 


They play a thouſand various Tricks, like op 
Apes, and the greateſt Buffoon is the beſt Comyj.... 


but a 


Wherefore fick to ſee Men ſo much degene- re 


rate from themſelves, I made my Excuſes, and d 
retired to my Chamber, where I preſently 1 


Kplaii 


* 
1 I 
o 1 . * 
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If thou continueſt thy former Reſolution of 
following the DiFates of Reaſon in Matters of Re- 
ligion, thou wilt quickly find, that thy Rabbi's 
have taught thee to believe in Fables, which ac- 
cord neither with Reaſon nor common Senſe. Fol- 
low the beſt Guide, and be happy. 


Paris, 16th of the 3d Moon, - 
of the Year 1649. 


ttt. RY 
—_— — — —_ 1 


LETTER VIII. 
To Adonai a Jew, at Venice. 


HY Pen is now free again: Write as 
ſoon and as often as thou wilt ; our Fears 
Fre diſſipated, and all goes well. If thou canſt 
inform me of any more remarkable Paſſages and 
Adventures, ' ſpare not to oblige me with frequent 
etters. And to encourage thee, I will relate to 
hee a Story which is recorded in the Hiftories 
If Naples. : 
In former Times there was a Statue of Marble 
anding on the Top of a Mountain in {£pu/ia, 
rich this Inſcription on the Head, which was 
-%, ON MAY DAY AT SUN-RISING I 
HALL HAVE 4 HEAD OF GOLD. 
o Man in all thoſe Parts could be found who was 
ble to unriddle this myſterious Expreſſion, and 
Wicrefore it was not regarded for many Ages. 
but at length, ir the Reign of a certain Prince, 


aF:r'd the Statue, with the In/cription, propos'd to 
y ie plain it for a” certain Reward. The Prince 
WYc:ring of this, and being greedy of the Novel- 
mo ſent for the Saracen, 2 bargain'd with 1 
or 


ere was a Saracen, who having ſeen and conſi- 


il 
1 
' 
VU 


| 
| 
| 
' 
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for a Thouſand Crowns to unfold this Riddle 
He waited 'till May-Day came, and watching the 
Image that Morning early, he obſerved the'Plac 
where the Head caſt its Shadow -juſt as the Sun q 
roſe. There he order'd certain Men to dig; 
which when they had done, and were got prety 
deep in the Earth, they encounter'd a prodigiou 
Treaſure of Silver, Gold and Jewels ; witk 
which the Prince was ſo well fatisfv'd that he 
doubled the Saracen's Reward, and ſent hin 
home into his own Country laden with rich Pre 
ſents. Doubtleſs there is much Wealth bury! 
by Men in the Earth. For in former Time 
they were of Opinion, that if they ſhould di 
ſuddenly in the Wars or otherwiſe, ſuch Riche 
as they had hidden in the Earth would ſery 
them in the other World. And this is the Prac 
tice of the Indians to this Day, as my Brother in 
forms me, who has been among them. 

Strange Blindneſs ! That Men ſhould think t ſecr 
immortal Soul needed the Aſſiſtance of Silve 
Gold, or any material Subſtance, after ſhe be 
ſelf is diveſted of the Body, and become a nal? m 
Spirit. : 

Let thou and I have a nobler Idea of oi 
ſelves, than to fancy we ſhall be in want 
the glittering Droſs in that invifb/e State, wil 
ther we are all haſtening. There are no Mon 
Changers in that World of Spirits. If thou | 
Superflaity hide it not in the Earth, but give e ra 
to the Poor, and thou ſhalt receive it again, tran 
form'd into a Subſtance more refin'd 'and 
than the Stars. N 


* 
10 


t a P 
Paris, 16th of the 3d Moon, he K 
of the Year 1649. | vr 
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LETTER IX. 


75 the Reis Effendi, Chief Secretary of 
the Ottoman Empire. 


H E Inteſtine Quarrels of the French ſeem to 
be like thoſe of Lovers, whoſe cholerick 
Intervals ſerve but to give a new Edge to the Re- 
turns of their Affection. As if one of theſe Paſ- 
fonte was made to whet the other, and make it 
more ſprightly : Or as if Love would grow dull 
and feculent were it not ſometimes rous'd and fer- 
mented by Anger. 

But I believe there is a greater Myſtery in the 

Reconciliation between the French Court and the 
Parliament of Paris. Some Ends of Policy have 
haſten'd both Parties to clap up a Peace, while the 
ſecret Rancour remains unpurg' de. 
Perhaps the Union of ſo many Princes and No- 
e, with the Parliament might incline the Qgeen 
to milder Councils than her own Spaniſh Genius. 
defides, the Conjunction of the other Parliament: 
ef the Kingdom, the Revolt of Normandy, Gaf- 
vigne and Provence, with many eminent Cities, 
were very prevailing Motives. But that which 
as of greateſt Force, was the want of Money 
and Men to carry on the War, which could not 
de rais'd without vaſt Difficulty during theſe pub- 
Sick Alienations. 

Whatever were the Inducements, a Peace was 
oncluded about the latter End of the third Moon, 
it a Place call'd Ruel, not far from Paris, where 
he King has a Houſe of Pleaſure, ſeated in the 
nidſt of a little Paradiſe. In one of my Letters 
o the Kaimachan, I formerly deſcrib'd the King's 
E We and Garden at St. 8 en Lay. 8 15 

| 2 ut 
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but a little Chio/e or Bower in Compariſon of that 
ſtately Palace. Yet what is wanting in the Gran. 
deur of the Fabrick is ſupply'd in its elegant Con. p 
trivance, and the Richneſs of its Ornaments BWW p 
And as for the Garden, it comes not far ſhort ef x; 
the other, there being in it all manner of curious 
Water-works, Groves, Solitudes, Fountains, Sta- 
tues, and whatſoever the Ingenuity of theſe 
Weſtern Artiſts could ſuggeſt, as proper to render 
this Place agreeable to the melancholy Humour 
of the late-Queen-Mother, Mary de Medicis, to 
whom it belong'd during her Life. 

When you enter this delicious Eden, your Eyes 
and Ears are preſently deceived by the counter: 
feit Notes and Motions of all Kinds of Birds, 
_ Which perpetually ſing as the Water tunes their 
Throats. A little farther you ſee ſeveral old 
Gentile Statues adorning two Fountains : And 
among the reſt a'Crocodile, big as the Life, who 
by the Harmony he makes, ſeems to have a Con- 
ſort of Muſick in his Belly, as regular and ſweelſin a 
as that of the 7ta/ian Society at ConftantinoplWidle. 
which thou haſt often heard. H. 

As we depart from this, full of Complacen 
and Admiration at the exquiſite Imitation d 
Nature in theſe Contrivances, we fall inſenfib! 
into a Place exactly like what the Poets deſcrib 
when they ſpeak of Elyſium. It is a Grove, tht 
Tops of whoſe Trees are ſo thick interwover 
that the Sun appears no otherwiſe through the 
than as if he were behind a Cloud, or in an Ec/ip/ 
So that the Darkneſs of this Place, and ſole: 
murmur the Winds make on high among th 
Tops of the Trees, fills it with a kind of /acr 
Horror; which has often made me think thi 
Wilderneſs ſomething like that which Hiſtoriaſ N Ha 
_ deſcribe, when they ſpeak of the Avenues to ti Fr 
Temple of Fupiter Ammon in Egypt. For in thWfatch' 
| | © VelBlat. 
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very Centre of this Grove: ſtands the ' Houſe ;. a 
Place one would think fitter for a Convent than-a 
Prince's Court. At beſt it appears but hke a Royal 
Hermitage, a Cell conſecrated to Kingly Melancholy. 
$ I could not forbear making this Digreſſion 
-WS when I mention'd-Rye/ to be the Place where the 
Peace was concluded between the Court and the 
a Parliament: This Encomium is a Tribute which I 
uf ow'd for the Satisfaction and Pleaſure I have 
to often receiv'd in this Retirement. Beſides, I 
thought an Idea of ſuch a Garden would not be 
unwelcome to thee, who art a Lover of Solitude. 
The Coadjutor of Paris, who is an Archbiſhop, 
is highly :fonted. that this Peace- was concluded 
without him, who had a chief Hand in begin- 
ning the War. He labours to inflame the Peo- 
ple again, and reduce all to the old Confuſion, 
being an irreconcilable Enemy of Cardinal Maza- 
ini. So that we expect another Inſurrection 
in a ſhort Time: For the French cannot be long 
idle. | 
Happy Miniſter, I leave thee under the Wings 
of that ”"% which guards the Ciect, and. bid thee. 
Farewel. . | 


veel 
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lem LETTER X. 
t | 
Tarn 20 Dgnet Oglou. 
t ; 
ori Hall I tell thee, I mourn for the Death of. our 
o thi) Friend Egry Boinou, whom thou ſay'ſt, a Fever 
in Uatch'd from us the firſt Day of the Moon Regib g 
velB hat Feger it ſeems was the Effect of his con- 
E 3 tinual 


aris, 15th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Tear 1649. 
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tinual and exceſſive Grief for the Loſs of his 


Eyes; fo that we may ſay, he has been dying 
ever ſince the Hour that fatal Sentence was put in 
Execution. And ſhall we grudge our Friend 
Releaſe from ſo lingring a Death? At beſt it was 


but the Winter of Life wrapt up in Clouds and 


Darkneſs : Now, like the Serpent, he has caſt his 
Slough, lifts up his Head with new Vigour, 
ſports himſelf in the Meadows of Paradiſe, and 
basks in the Warmth of an eternal Spring. 
Twill not therefore be a Mark of our Affecti. 
on to him, but only a Diſcovery of our Self-love, 
to condole the Occafion of his- Happineſs, be- 
cauſe it has lefſen'd ours, by robbing us of his 
beloved Company and Friendſhip. Beſides, we 
know not but that he may ftill continue to be 
our Friend, even in that invifib/e State; and ei- 
ther manage our Intereſts above, or at leaſt pro- 
tect us from Dangers here below. We are igno- 
rant of the Laws and Conftitutions of that King- 
dom of Spirits; and for qught we know, the 
Souls of juſt Men after Death, may become the 
Tutelar Genii, or Guardian Atgels of their ſurvi- 
ving Friends and Relations. Let it be how it 
will, doubtleſs Egry is immortal and happy, and 
'twill be Envy in us te repine at it. Rather let 
us congratulate the Time of his Deecaſe as the 
Day of his Nativity, and leave Mourning to the 
Crowd of Mortals, who do a thouſand Things 
without ever thinking what they are about. 
They tread* in the Steps of their Fathers, never 
examining whether they be. right or wrong: 
Cuſtom and Education have almoſt baniſh'd Rex 


ſon from the Earth. Is it not a pleaſant Specta- 


dde to ſee the Kindred of an old rich Miſer 
(for whoſe Death they had long waited, like 
Haypies for their Prey now flock about his life. 
leſs Carcaſs, howling out a thouſand: forced 
8 Lamenta- 
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Lamentations; whilſt in the mean Time, their 
Blood dances in their Veins for Joy? Vet how- 
ver this carries a Shew of civiliz'd Manners, and- 
is better than the barbarous Cuſtom of the Scythi- 
ans and Maſſagetes, who when their old Men 
grew uſeleſs or troubleſome were wont to ſacri- 


ice them, and make a Banquet with their Fleſh ; 


or the Thebarenes,, who threw their aged Friends 
alive down Precipices. Theſe were Savages 
but much more ſo were the Hyrcanians and 
Baftrians, who eaſt their aged Parents, yet living, 
to be devour'd by Dogs; which Inhumanity, 
when Staſanor the Deputy of Alexander the Great 
endeavour'd to ſuppreſs, they had like to have de- 
pos'd him from the Government : So prevalent is 
the Force of a received Cuſtom on the Minds of 
the unthinking Herd. 

Let thou and I therefore not ſupinely take up 
with common Practices; but, like Men of Rea- 
ſon, let us adjuſt the laſt Offices we owe to our 
Friend, whilſt we pour forth ſome devout Orai- 
ſons for the Health of his Soul, without diſturb- 
ing his and our own Repoſe with fruitleſs La- 
mentations. And fince we are bereaved of his 
Society on Earth, let us prepare to follow him, 
and render our ſelves agrecable Company at our 
next Rendezvous in Heaven. 

It was an-unjuſtifiable Rigour in Su/tan Brabham 
to deprive him of his Eyes, becauſe: he had only 
caſt em unhappily on one of the Su/tana': as ſhe 
enter'd the Garden. This Jealouſy is the peculiar 
Vice of the Eat. Yet they are more ſevere in 
Perſia, where tis preſent Death to be within two 
Leagues of the King's Women when. they travel 
the Road. But I never knew that Eunuchs were 
thus puniſh'd. Or is there ſuch a Difference be- 
tween a white and a black Eunucb, that the One 
deſerves to loſe his Eyes for beholding that by 

| C 4 Chance, 
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Chance, which the her is honourably rewarded 
for having Acceſs to, and ſeldom being out of 
their Sight? | | 

This was the worſt Puniſhment that Seleucus, 
the Lato: giver of the Locrians, impos'd on them 
that were _— caught in Adultery ; which 

uts me in mind of a notable Inſtance of this 
Man's Juſtice : For when his own Son was ac- 
cus'd, and prov'd guilty of this Crime; at once 
to ſhew the Tenderneſs of a Father, and the Incor- 
ruptible Severity of a Judge, he firſt caus'd one 
of his own Eyes to be put out, and then one of 
his Sons: Thus taking on himſelf Half the Pe- 
nalty; that ſo the Lato might be 4 in the 
whotke, and yet his Son not be totally depriv'd of 
his Sight. 

Thou telleſt me no News of our Armies, nor 
what Alterations have been made amongſt the 
Miniſters of the Port fince the Death of Sultan 
Ibrahim. We have various Reports here; and 
ſome ſay that the new Yizier Axem will be no 
long-liv'd Man. I defire thee to write often to 
me, and ſend me what Intelligence thou canſt. 

Let nothing flip the Knot which has faſtened 
us ſo many Years together in an entire Friend- 
ſhip ; but let us carry that Magnet with us to 
our Graves; that, at what Diſtance ſoever we 
may be buried, our Souls may, by the Force of I 
that Attractive, find one another out, and con- 5% 
verſe together in that Region of Silence and Sha- 
doro s. | B le/ 


Paris, gth of the 5th Moon, 
: ef the Year 1649. 


LET. 
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LETTER XI. 
To the Captain Baſſa. 


Know not where this Letter will find thee; on 
the Shore, or at Sea. If thou art in the watry 
Wilderneſs, I have no Art to trace thee. There 
are no certain Roads in that inconſtant Element. 
It is a mighty Plain, without Path or Track. 
And though there be certain Stages in it, yet thy 
Arrival at them is timed at the Pleaſure. of the 
Winds and Waves, which will not obey even the 
Orders thou haſt received from the Grand Seignior, 
Lord of the Four Seas. Perhaps thou art in purſuit 
of ſome Yenetian Ships, or other Chriſtian Veſſels, 
the Corſairs of the Mediterranean. Or thou 
may*'ſt be careening thy Fleet in ſome ſecurer Re- 
treats of the Archipelago. Thou may'ſt be within 
a Minute of a Wreck, or juſt entering a Harbour. 
Where-ever thou art, may Heaven preſerve thee 

1 from the Dangers which always threaten ſuch as 
7 truſt their Lives to a Piece of Wood; for there 
vin be great Need of thee, if our Intelligence be, 


to ¶ true in theſe Parts. 
3 It is reported here, that the Coſacks, Circaſſians, 


Mingrelians, and other People who border on the 
Black-Sea, and obey not the Law brought down 

ha. from Heaven, are enter'd into a League againſt the 
B/ eſed Port, and have cover'd thoſe Seas with a 
mighty Fleet; while the Prince of Georgia ruſhes 
down from his Mountains with an Army of forty 
thouſand Armenians, Perſians, and Borderers of 
Mount Caucaſus : That the former have taken a 
thouſand of our trading Saicks, and are ad- 
vanc'd as far as the Ferry of the Bull, which thou 

T- Flnowett is but ſix Hours fail from the Imperial 
i City; 
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Jupine and Spoil on Both Elements. Our ſmil 
Veſſels trading on the B/ack-Sea, full of Riche 
and empty of Arms, muſt needs be a Tempt 


by the King of Poland, or the Czar of Muſcony; 


The Third are good at a Stratagem, and woul 
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City: That the latter have made Incurſions in Fi 
to the Territories of the Grand Seignior ; put il {< 
to the Sword who reſiſted em as they march w. 
along; burnt and laid waſte the Country; and 77 
that all the Greeks and Armenians flock to them, 
threatning an univerſal Defection from the Otts 
man Empire. | 

As to the Truth of theſe R „I can 4 
certain nothing, but am inclined to believe the 
Cofſacks are troubleſome at Sea, and that they 
may have drawn ſome of their Neighbours int 
a League, thoſe pilfering Nations who live by 


tion to thoſe Pirates, who are the moſt dextrou 
at a Robbery, and the boldeſt Fellows in the 


World. The Merchants of theſe Parts, who hav: \ 
had ſome Traffick at Caf, and other Towns off ©. 
the Banks of the B/ack Sea, give a frightful De en 
ſcription of thoſe tempeſtuous Waters, and 7 
| Character of the People that border on them He 
he Coſſacks, they ſay, are valiant and mercem Kin 

; the Circaſians hardy and bold; the Mingr of. 
Han, ly and crafty; and the Georgians the 
Aral Completion, capable. of all Virtues and deli 
Vices. The Firf ſeldom act unleſs encourage ot ! 
a 


and then they are content with their Pay, and der 


the lawful Plunder of War. The Second u Stre 


never idle when there is hope of Prey, wheſſſ 4! 


ther they fight their own Cauſe, or are en uf 


ploy'd by. others, and fear neither Hunger, Cold mig 
nor any other Extremity for the Sake of a Prize done 


ſteal a Man's Teeth out of his Gums, if he be no Fr 
wary 3 great Cowards, yet deſperate in the! 


own Defence, when they ſee no Medium betweel the 


Fighting 
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Fighting and Death. As for the fourth, they 
ſeem to be a kind of Mungrels, a medley Race, 
whoſe Character is compounded of the other 
Three. 

They are ſtout and witty, dext'rous at a Cheat, 
and no Bunglers at an ingenious Theft; great 
Lyars, full of Compliments and external Civi- 
lities, but perfidious and implacable in their Re- 
venges. | 

Yet, after all, I cannot believe the Prince of 
this Country, who is a tributary to the King of 
Perfia, would venture his Government at two ſuch 
deſperate Stakes, by breaking the Peace conclu- 
ded by his Sovereign with the Grand Seignior, and 
ſo drawing upon himſelf the Vengeance of them 
both. Therefore, he is either ſecretly abetted by 
that Monarch, or elſe the News is falſe. 

Would'ſt thou know how this Country came 
to be ſubject to the Crown of Pera? It was 
conquer*d by Imael Sophi, to whom the Per/ian 
Hiftorians, in Flattery, give the Epithet of Great. 
He was the fir of that Name, and of the Perſian 
Kings, that refus'd to obey the Orthodox Sucrefſors 
of the Sent of God. This Prince was valiant in 
the Field; and no Coward at Wine, if we may 
believe one of his Courtiers, who wrote Memoirs 
of his Life. He records Sixteen Battles, wherein 
he always got the Victory; and twice that Num- 
ber of Roya] Debauches, when he ſhewed the 
Strength of his Brain in the Company of Foreign 
Ambaſſadors ; with whom he would always ca- 
rouſe, before they departed his Court, that he 
might ſound the Depth of their Inſtructions; for, 
none were able to cope with him at the Juice of 
the Grape. And he always eſteem'd that Liquor 


2 Friend to Truth. 


If he ſuſpected his Miniſters of State, or any of 


che Governors of Provinces, he us'd to invite them 


C6 to 
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© Gratitude, for his repeated Aids: But, in the 
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to a Bangaet ; where, in the midſt of his. Drink. or 
ing, he unravell'd their ſecret Inclinations and on 
Councils; being the moſt dexterous at picking 72 
the Locks of a Man's Heart, of any one living, G, 
They never went alive from his Preſence, if by fv 
one falſe ſtep in their Carriage, tho it were but WW na 


a Word too paſſionate, or a Look leſs compoſed to WF Go 


Refignation, he could diſcover or frame to himſelf ¶ dit 
the Grounds of a juſt Jealouſy. It being ever his WM br: 
Maxim, That C my was the only Vice couli¶ Cr 


ruin 4 4 — Prince. He had another Saying alſo, 
That Perſia was fertile of Men, but barren of faith gia 
Ful Officers. Ple 


I cannot admire theſe cruel Strains of Policy: ¶ hol, 
Yet Kings have Reaſons for their Actions and mo! 
Words, which we cannot comprehend. The Phi-. Sak 
Toſophers ſay, That Wine was given us by the Gods I 
to mitigate our Cares; and, for a Time, to make 1 not 
equal to their Divinities, in the free Enjoyment of Rul 
our ſelves. And though as a Muſulman, 3 not I Bya. 
bound to ſubſcribe to the Principles of Pagan; ¶ nd 
yet as a Man, Partaker of Fleſh and Blood, I ter 
think he doubly miſuſes that Liquor, who per- 
verts it to the Ends of Cruelty. Pari, 
But this Monarch had other Thoughts, when] / 
by the Aſſiſtance of the Georgian Forces, having 
ſubdu'd the Regions bordering on the Caſpian Sea 
at that Time in the Hands of the Ortemans, he 
invited the King of Georgia to his Tent, under 
pretence of a fetivat Joy for their mutual Sue 
ceſs. The unwary Prince, truſting to his own 
Merit, and the Faith of his Neighbour, venture ( 
himſelf with a ſmall Guard to the Camp. of 16 
mael. The Perſian entertain'd him, with al 
the outward Demonſtrations of Affection and 


End of the Fat taking Exceptions at ſome begin 
Words the King of Georgia ſpoke, in praiſe of lip | 
: | ON 
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own Soldiers, he commanded his Zunuchs to ſeize 
on him, and carry him to the Text of the Unfor- 
tunate (ſo they call'd the Pavilion or Cage of the 
Grandees fallen into Diſgrace) Then he gave 
ſwift Orders, for the Georgian Soldiers to be ma- 
nacled. And having thus done, he beſtow'd the 
Government of Georgia on one Luarzab ; on Con- 
dition, That he and his Succeſſors would em- 
brace the Faith of Hali, and pay Tribute to the 
Crown of Perſia. 

From this Luarzab has the Government of Geor- 
gia deſcended, not in a Line of Blood, but at the 
Pleaſure of the Perſian Kings, to him who now 


holds it, Shanavas-Chan; who, I believe, has 
nd more Wit than to hazard his Poſſeſſions for the 
hi. Sake of a Chimera. 

d, In thus roving from my firſt Point thou canſt 


not blame me, ſince thou thy ſelf acteſt by the 
Rules of Navigation, which vary according to the 
not Byaſs of the Need/e. Thou followeſt one Magnet, 
nd I another; Yet let us both meet in the Cen- 
„I ter of Duty, we owe the Grand Seignior. 


Paris, 23d of” the 6th Moon, 
hen of the Near 1649. 


ring S 
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LCRTTAR Xx, 


To Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 
| Seignior. 


HO U wilt fay, Tis an unmannerly Way 
of congratulating thy New Advance to 
ſomFhegin my Addreſs with Complaints. Yet Friend- 
pt whip overlooks Pun#ilio's. Tis not the firſt 
oN . Time 
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Time I have treſpaſs'd on thy generous Tem- 

I am indiſpos'd, and cannot act the Cour- 
tier, though J am raviſhed to hear the News. It 
is ſome Support to my languiſhing Spirits, that 
whilſt I am crumbling and dwindling away into 


the /ittle Principles of which I was made, thoy 


my Friend art growing in the Ba/k of mortal 
Greptneſs, in the Favour of our glorious Sultan. 

However, I cannot but ſuſpe& the pretended 
Kindneſs of him who rais'd thee, F mean the new 
FVizier ; neither haſt thou much reaſon to take 


this ſudden Reconciliation for any other than a 


Mask of his old Malice. He cannot forget the 

rel between thy Father and him, on the Ac- 
count of Dara Mefock, the Lieutenant-General of 
the Janixaries; when the brave old Cheick put: 


Stop to the defigned Revenge of this inhuman 
U | | 


ſtart. : 

Aſſure thy ſelf, That he who has made his 
Steps to the Grandeur he now poſſeſſes, o'er the 
Neck of his Maſter, will not ſpare any from whoſe 
Wit or Power he may fear a Shock. And he 
knows both by Experience and Intereſt too great, 
not to miſtruſt the Son of his Enemy. 

Beſide, the eminent Command thy Brother 
has over the Spabi's, muſt needs be an additional 
Caution to the Man, whoſe Name ſounds no 
where ſo ſweet]y, as in the Chamber of the Ja- 
nigaries. - es * 

Thou art ſenſible, that the newly reviv'd Ani- 
moſity between theſe Military Orders, threatens 
a Calamity to the Ottoman Empire, which cannot 
be diverted, without a Sacrifice on one ſide or 
other. And, fince the Spahi's have engaged fo 
many potent B2//a's in their Quarrels, who can 
expect to fall, but the mighty Favourite of the 
Infantry? einn 
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He knows this very well; and to prevent his 


own Ruine, he reſolves on thine and thy Brother's: 
Thine under the Maſque of Friendſhip, till by his 


| Wheedle he has drawn thy Brother to Canſtanti- 


nople ; where he will not fail to be ſtrangl'd, that 
ſo a Creature of the Yizier may be promoted in 
his Room: And what will become of thee af- 
ter this, I leave to thy own Judgment. 

Perhaps thou wilt deſpiſe the Advice of a ſick 
Man, and impute my Fears to an Exceſs of Me- 
lanchslly ; from which Diſtemper, thou knoweſt, 
I am ſeldom free. But I tell thee, my Reaſon 
labours under no Hypochondriack Diſorders, tho? 
my Body may. Iam no Enthufiaft when I coun- 
ſe] my Friend to avoid an apparent Danger. How- 
ever, if thou thinkeſt it needleſs for me to buſy 
my ſelf in ſuch Caſes, I have done. But I ſhall 
never ceaſe ro pray for thy Proſperity, as often 
as I comply with the Law, in kiſſing the Floor 
five Times a Day, and repeating the appointed 
Oraiſons of Faith. : 

Methinks, when I write to thee now, my Pen 
is at a Loſs. J am pnzzled for a Style ſuitable to 
thy new Honour and our old Friendſhip. 

But if I take too much Liberty, aſcribe it to 
the Sincerity of my Affection, which knows not 
how to be reſerv'd or ſtrange to a Perſon, whom 
once I could call my other ſelf: For no wider is 
the Diſtance between Friends. 


Paris, 5th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Tear 1649. 


40 LETTEESVrit ly vol. Iv. 


LETTER XIII. 
To Chiurgi Muhamet, Baſſa. 


I Know not, whether what I am going to relate 
will be News to thee, or to any of the Mini. 
feers reſiding at the /ub/ime Port. However *tis 
ſo to me, and I am commanded to conceal no- 
thing of Moment that comes to my Ears. 
Mahomet, eldeſt Son of Achmet, the Dey of 
Tunis, is now at Rome, having embraced the 
Chriftian Religion. People relate variouſly the 
Motives that induced him to this Change. Some 
fay, twas Intereſt, he having held a private Cor- 
reſpondence with the Vicerey of Sicily, who pro- 
miſed him, in the King of Spain's Name, to 
make him Lord of ſeveral large Territories in the 
Ve Indies. | 
Others ſay, twas Diſcontent at his Father's 
Government, and auſtere Carriage towards him ; 
the old Man having forc'd him to marry the Ba 
of Tripoli's Daughter againſt his Inclination. 
But the greateſt Part aſcribe this Change in 
Religion to the Force of his Conſcience ; which 
they ſay was convinced by a Miracle, of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Faith. For, as they relate, 
being once at Sea in a Fae, wherein were many 
Chriſtians, and a dreadful Tempeſt ariſing, the 
Mariners, who were all Mu//u/mans, ſeeing the 
Havock that the Winds and Waves had made 0 
the Ship-Tackle, gave over all for Ioſt, and faiht um. 
ing under ſo much Labour, Watching and Ter 
rour as they had undergone, lay down, and let 
the Ship drive wherever the Storm would cam 
| her. But there being a Chriſtian Prieft aboard, 
eſteem'd a very holy and blameleſs Man, 5 
excit 


, 
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excited the Chriftians to appeaſe the Wrath of 
ad by ſome extraordinary Acts of Devotion. 
hen they all made a ſolemn Proceſion on the 
Decks of the Ship, the Prieſt carrying before them 
hat which they call the Sacrament, imploring the 
Mercy of God, and often calling on Jeſus and 
ary. When behold, as the Prieſt ſtood aloft on 
he Poop, reading aloud part of the Go/pe/, the. 
Storm ſuddenly ceaſed, the Clouds were diſpers'd,. 
he Air grew ſerene and calm, and the Veſlel got. 
afe into Harbour. Upon this they ſay, Mabo- 
et, when he came aſhore, took that Prieſt along 
vith him, defiring to be inſtructed in the Chri- 
ian Belief ; making a Vow alſo, That he would 
enouncethe Law of the Muſulmans, and embrace 
at of Jeſus. 
This is what ſuch, as are zealous for the Ho- 
jour of the Chriftian Faith, relate concerning 
his Prince's Converſion. However it be, it is 
ertain, that he privately made his Eſcape from 
«ni; by Sea, and bent his Courſe directly for Sici- 
; where in a few Days he landed, and was re- 
iſ elv'd by the Vice- Roy, according to the Dignity of 
Prince. A while after, he was baptized by an 
frchbiſþop, who gave him the Name of Don Phi- 
po, by which he is called in all Places. 
They fay, he was a little ſcandaliz'd at firſt, 
hen he ſaw with what Freedom the Sici/ian 


= omen appeared abroad in the Streets, and 
theſFonvers'd with Men; but that afterwards, he 
the ok a great Delight in their Company, eſpecial- 

thoſe that could ſing well, or play on any In- 


rument of Mufick, to which he is much ad- 
Wited. And therefore he chuſes to frequent 
hoſe Temples, where their Service is perform'd 
th Variety of excellent — as it is in all 
reat Cities. And for ought we know, the 
haracter which the Chriſtian Prieſt gave * 

Is 
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as the Muſick is, ſuch are the People of a Commun 


—_ — Cx to. A 2 
* 


prompted heroick Thoughts, and diſpoſed then 


this harmonious Manner of worſhiping God, might 
have no ſmall Influence on a Man naturally af. 
feed with that Science. Certainly Muſick has; 
mighty Force on our Affections; and it is a Pry. 
verb here in the Ve, That he who does not lay 
Mufick, has no Soul. One of the ancient Phil: 
phers defined the Soul it ſelf to be an Harmay 
And another was ſo ſenfible of the variow 
Effects of this Science, in raiſing different Paſh, 
ons in Men, that he left it as an Apboriſin, Sud 


wealth. Whence it was the great Care of ſuch 
as took upon *em to form the Manners of Youth, 
that no Tunes ſhould be played in their hearing 
which naturally provoked to Levity and Wan 
tonneſs; but grave and martial Strains, ſuch a 


to Virtue. The Talians are great Maſters d 
this Science; and: the Airs which they compolt 
for their Charch Service are very deep and 
viſhing. Which: cauſes their ve Proſelyte, Du 
Phi lippo, to paſs his Time very at tentively, dur 
ring the Celebration of their High-Maſs and thei 
Zeen-Sang. They report, that he will turn) 


＋. 
He went from Sicily loaded with Gifts an 
Preſents, and came to Rome, the Seat of thi 


Chriftians chief Mufti, whom they call the PI“ 
He is much honour'd and careſſed by the H 0 
Father, and all the Cardinals, who have told: hit * 


fo many fair Things of the Nazarene Faith, au 
ſhew'd him ſo many ſacred Reticks of Antiquit 
that he thinks himſelf already within the Ven 
of Heaven, and that Rome is no other than ti 


as molt generally they are. And, tis no-wonddff 
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hat ſuch polite Company ſhould prevail much 
pn the flexible Temper of a young Prince, who 
is as a Pilgrim in a ſtrange Country, where he 
an hear nothing but perpetual Eu/ogies of the 
of briſtian 1 nor ſee any Thing but Ob- 
ects, which ſerve only to confirm in his Mind 
venerable Idea of that Faith he has embraced. 
Beſides, they ſay he is fallen deeply in Love with 
young Roman Lady; ſo that there is no hope 
of reſcuing him from the Power of ſo many En- 
hantments. 
Therefore, giving him over as loſt, let us 
he Omni potent, to eſtabliſh vs in his Truth; that 
either Intereſt, Paſſion, nor an erroneous Con- 
cience may ever be able to make us ſwerve 
rom the Lato written in Heaven, but, that we 
ay adhere to God and his Prophet, with a Thou- 
and Souls. 


Paris, 5 b of the 7th' Moon, 
of the Tear 1649. 


| LETTER XIV. 
p Sala Tircheni Emin, Superintendant 


f the Royal Arſenal at Conſtanti- 
nople. * 


E are all alarm'd here with the News of 
I know not what boiſterous Adventures 
ft the Cofacks, and their Neighbours, that poſſeſs 
Wie ancient Kingdom of Colchir. Had I not a 
m Faith in the Alcoran, twould fill me with 
1: 2xnick Fears. But, no Attempts can prevail 
uFg4inſt the Men fighting under the Shadow # 

e 
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heſe People are headed by a famous Pirate in 
hoſe Parts, a Man of a daring Spirit, and ca- 
able of the boldeſt Undertakings. The French 
Merchants, who have traded in the Black Sea, 
vive him a high Character 3 and portend great 
njuries to the Ottoman Empire from the Succeſs 
pf his Arms: For, they ſay, He is a good Cap- 
ain, both by Sea and Land. I have heard ſeveral 
different Stories of his Birth and Education; But, 
his I am going to relate, comes from the beſt 
ands, and ſeems moſt probable. 
His Name is Pachicour, a Circaſſian by Birth, 
but bred up in a Sea Toon of the Ukrain, near 
he Mouth of the Meſter. He left his Native 
ountry, at the Age of twelve Years, out of 
| Defire to ſee foreign Parts, embarking himſelf 
nknown to his Parents in a Veſſel of Podolia, 
vhich then was ready to ſet fail from Bala Clug. 
Je carry'd with him a ſmall Sum of Money, 
berf@vhich he had purloyn'd from his Father, and 
erv'd as a Fund of his future Fortune: For ar- 
'ving at a certain Town in Podolia, he frequen- 
ed the Keys, and offer'd his Service. to ſeveral 
hei Merchants; one of which obſerving in his Face 
pokeWhe Marks of a promiſing Genius, entertain'd him 
a bein his Houſe. He liv'd with him ſeven Years, 
rake Wnd perform'd his Office ſo well, that he made 
/ im his Factor te Conſtantinople. 
thi Pachicour diſcharg'd his Truſt there with 
M. nuch Profit to his Maſter, and Honour to himſelf. 
der, o that at his Return, ſeveral Merchants entruſted 
Thai im with their Goods; and fent him to trade at 
nte C Fa, and other Towns on the Black Sea. His 
d a-Mudgment and Reputation encreaſing with his 
with Fears, he became in Time famous in all the 
adding Towns. And ſuch was his Credit 
the Ukrain, that all the Merchants put their 
Veſſels and Goods into his Hands: 80 my he 
id 


Sea, 
iti 
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filed many Times with a Fleet of twenty Ship 
having the Diſpoſal of all the Goods, committel 
to his Management. He grew ſo rich in Time 
by his Dealings, that he was able to drive a con. 
fiderable Trade for himſelf. And then it wa, 
he began to the Foundation of a Defigy 
which he has ſince executed. His Genius vu 
too active always to be confin'd to this flow wy 
of growing Great: Therefore he was reſolv'd 1 
one Blow to raiſe his Fortune to the Pitch he 
aim'd at. He was the only Brother Banguier and 
Merchant where-ever he came. 
It was no difficult Thing for a Man of fo vi 
a Credit to raiſe an extraordinary Stock; and 
Pachicour could eaſily filence the Alarms of Con: 
ſcience. There happen'd alſo a Juncture ven 
proper for his Deſign. For while he was at J 
a0u, a Port of Circaſfia, Day and Night projecting 
1 to exalt himſelf, a Var broke out between 
his Countrymen and the Mingre/ians. The latter 
appear d with a Navy at Sea, which alarm'd al 
the Maritime Parts of Circaſia. Pacbicour, whoſe 
Invention was always buſy, took a Hint from 
this, to accompliſh his Plot. Expedition was hi: 
chiefeſt Game. Therefore he ſpeedily made the 
utmoſt Uſe of his Credit among the Podolin 
Merchants : and other Foreigners reſiding at , 
gacu. And, when he had amaſs'd together prod- 
gious Sums of Gold, for which he only gave 
them Bills of Exchange, he privately ſends away 
this huge Treaſure, with all his Jewels, Tiſſues 
and other rich Merchandize, to his Father“ 
Houſe, who liv'd not many Leagues from thi 
Town. N | 
Within two Days after this, the Mingrelius 
Niet made a Deſcent at Igaou, ſack'd it, carry'd 
away Two thouſand Captives, and went to thei 
Veſſels again. 7 
1 Pachicour 
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Pachicour, who knew how to make an Advan- 
age of this Opportunity, privately fled after his 
Vealth, as ſoon as the Mingrelian Fleet appear'd 
before the Place. And it happen'd that moſt 
of his Creditors were made Slaves, and tranſ- 
ported to Mingre/ia. He had no need to take any 
Hrther Care, but Kow to ſecure his Riches'from 
Wis pilfering Neighbours: For the Circaſtans 
re all profe/ſ5'd Thieves. He therefore makes haſte 
o his Father; and having gratified him for 
is Trouble, he in a ſhort Time purchas'd four 
of War, with which he ſets up for a Pirate, 
nfeſting thoſe Seas, and robbing all the Mer- 
hants, except thoſe who had formerly entruſted 
him. His Bounty and Valour charm'd all that 


rr ferv'd him. And his Fame ſpreading with his 
onderful Succeſs, many Circaſſians put out to 


Sea, and join'd with him: So that in a little 
Time he made no ſmall Figure in the Kingdom 
of Neptune. Seeing himſelf Commander of a Pow- 
erful Navy, he found out quickly the Mingrelian 
Fleet, engaging with them, got a glorious 
Victory. K. 

Soon after, a Peace was coneluded, and Pachi- 


the eur was declar'd Admiral of all the Circaſſian 
ea Forces: To which the Mingre/ians were ob- 
id by Treaty to join theirs, and to obey Pachi- 
di cour's Orders. In a little Time, this fortunate 


General became ſo famous, that the Co/acks ſent to 
him an Agent, and enter'd into a League; furniſh'd 
16s, out three hundred Veſſels. and join d the Circaf- 
ran and Mingrelian Fleets. 

his WY This is the Bottom of the new Expedition which 
makes ſo loud a Noiſe in theſe Parts. | 


1% Thou who art Mafter of the Arſenal, wilt | 


y'know what Meaſures are fitteſt to be taken, a- 
eir I gainſt this bold Infidel, if he perſiſts to break the 
Peace of the moſt Serene Empire. Vet, though he 
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is an Enemy, let us not envy him the Praiſe 
that are due to his Wit and Courage. He ſeem 
to ſurpaſs the ſneaking Thieves of his own Nation; 
and undertakes nothing but Sovereign Cheats, and 
noble Thefts, ſuch as would paſs for virtuous 48. 
on, in a Man of a higher Birth. 

I do not plead for Robbery, nor take the Par 
of an Infide/; but if I had Time to tell the 
ſome heroick Paſſages of this Pirate, tha 
would'ſt ſay, he is worthy of a generous and f- 
vourable Uſage, ' ſhould he become a Captine 
In another Letter I will oblige thee with a Re 
lation, which will not be unwelcome to a Ma 
whe gives not Sentence with the Vulgar. I ha 
more to ſay on another Subject, but I am inter 
rupted. Pardon the Effect of my Duty to the 
Grand Seignior. | 


Paris, 19th of the 8th Moon, 
_ of the Near 1649. x 


— . 
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| LETTER XV. 
Tv Melec Amet Baſſa. 


HERE is News arrived here lately of 

| Murther of the Engliſh 9 at the 
Hague. His Name was Doriſſaus. He was ſen 
by the new Governors in England to make ani; 
Alliance with the States of Holland, and to fatishq 
them in reference to their late Proceedings againl 
their Sovereign. Tis ſaid, his Negociation would 
have had but little Succeſs, in regard the Princy; 
of Orange, who is 04 26F"» orChiefover the States 
and who married the Daughter of the EHI. 
. King, takes to Heart the untimely Death : . 1 

* atht 


g— —— — — 


Vol. IV. 28D at PARTS. 49 


Father-in-Laso, and cannot be cial to his 
Murderers. Yet, *tis to be thought that Princes 
re no farther touched with one another's Misfor- 
unes than concerns their Intereſt. 

However, on the 34 Day of the 575 Moon ſome 
gots enter'd into the [adding of the Ambaſſador x 
and having diſpatch'd him with ſeveral Wounds, 
made their Eſcape. It is not certainly known 
rho ſet theſe A/afins at work. People deſoant 
ariouſly, as their Affections byaſs them. Some 
efle on it as a Judgment ih inflicted by God, 

ough by an unjuſt Act of Men, on one who had 
deen a notorious Promoter of his Sovercign's 
Death: Others cenſure it as a moſt impious Sa- 
rilege, in regard the Perſons of Amba ee are 
by the Law of Nations eſteem'd ſacred and invio- 
able; and the Injuries which they ſuffer are in- 
erpreted not only as done to their Mafers wha 
end them, but to all Mankind, as if human Na- 
ure it ſelf were "__ in the Perſons of Pub- 
ich Minifters. 

Indee there 1 is no Method of eſtabliſhing or 
onſerving Friendſhips and A//iances between dif- 
rent Nations, if their Agents be not ſecured with 
n Immunity from Affronts and Violences. 

The French relate a pretty Paſſage of one of 
heir Ki gs, who before he came to the Crown, 
ang Duke of Orleans, had receiv'd very ill Uſage 
his Travels from a certain 7ta/ian Lord call'd 
e Baron of Benevento. After this Prince was 
eſeſs'd of the Kingdom, the ſame Italian Lord 

W's ſent Ambaſſador from the Piceroy of Naples, 

& congratulate his Acceſſton to the Throne of his 
ort. Some French Courtiers, who had been 
irneſſes of the Injuries this Lord had formerly 
Ine to their 3 now perſuaded the King to 
venge himſelf, by cauſing ſome groſs Indig- 
es to be done him whilſt he had him in his 
D Power. 


— — em my — 


& 22 And many Hands in America, ſubje& to the King: 


die new Engliſh Government, which ſeems to tent 
towards a Democracy. 


themſelves ought at firſt to expiate the Murther if 
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Power. To whom the wiſe Monarch reply'd, } 
becomes not the King of France to revenge on th 
Embaſlador 7 Naples the Injuries which the Duke 
F Orleans receiv'd from the Baron of Benevento, W 
"Tis faid, the Exgliſß Nation have demande 
Satisfaction of the Hollanders for the Murther of 
their Ambaſſador, but were anſwer'd, That thy 


their King. | 

The Scots have revolted from the New Govern: 
ment in England, and are yet in ſuſpence, whe. 
ther they ſhall ſet up the Son of the late King, 
form themſelves into an independent Republich, 
The 71rifp are ſtedfaſt to the Intereſts of the Crown, 


of England, have now deny'd all Obedience to 


There is much talk of one Cromeve!l, the Gen: 
ral of the Engliſh Forces in Ireland. This Ma 
from a private and obſcure Eſtate is aſcended to 
the Dignity of a General, having purchas'd thi 
Command by his Conduct and Valour. The Frent 
extol him for the greateſt Soldier of this Age; 
and if Fame be true, no leſs a Stateſman. 

As a Mark of the Reſpect I owe thee, that 
wilt receive with this Letter a Piſtol of curiow 
Workmanſhip, which being once charg'd, wil 
deliver ſix Bullets one after another. If thou 2 
cepteſt this ſmall Preſent it will be an Argumett 
of thy Friendſhip. 


Paris, 19th of the 8th Mon, 
of the Year 1649. 


— 
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LETTER XVI. 
To the Venerable Mufti. 


ET Have often wondred at the Lethargy wherein 
f the Nazarenes ſeem to be drown'd. They for- 


get what they read in their own Bibles ; they 
there encounter with Expreſſions which ſavour 
of the 1 Every Page of the written Lato 
reliſhes of the Dialect which is pure and lively, 
though the Tranſlators have cropt the Flower of 
the Senſe. I have read their Bible in Greek, Lating 
and French, but none of theſe Languages expreſs 
to the Life the original Hebrew ; nor can it be 
expected. It is impoſſible to ſcrew up the dull 
Phraſes of Europe to the ſignificant [dioms of 
Aſia. We may as well expect Dates to ſpring. 
from a Reed. And for that Reaſon it is forbid- 
den the true Faithful to tranſlate the Volume of 
Light from the original Arabick ; which is no o- 
ther than Hebrew in its ancient Purity. | 
This is the Language of thoſe who dwell above 
the eventh Orb. "Tis the Dialect wherein God 
converſes with the Pages of his divine Seraglio, 
wherein all the Records of the celeſtial Empire are 
writ. And when he ifſues out Orders to the 
Miniſters and Baſja's of Heaven, Haſmariel the Se- 
cretary of the immortal Divan uſes no other Cha- 
racter, or Speech, but that which is peculiar on 
Eirth to the Sons of Jſmael, the Inhabitants of 
the Region on the Eaſt of the Red-Sea. In fine, 
this is the Language wherein the Omnipotent 
thought fit to diſcover his Pleaſure to Mortals. 
Believe Mahmut, when he tells thee with pro- 
found Submiſſion, that he has taken ſome Pains 
to pry into thoſe Languages which have been the 
1 ung D 2 Channels 
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Channels of divine Knowledge. I have been pe- 
culiarly ambitious to ſtudy the Anatomy of orien- 


tal Words: And it would be no Hyperbole to ſay, 
I have learn'd to diſſect even the very Sy//able,, 


wherein the various placing of 'Points and Letters 
alters the Senſe, or at leaſt makes it ambiguous, , 
Sv ſignificant and myſterious are our ſacred Cha- bl 
raters. / 
1 ſpeak not this in Peeviſhneſs, or to vindicate P 
my ſelf from the Contempt which [chingi Ca f 
Oglani has put upon me. I have no Emulation 0 
in that Point; nor can any little Spur of pedan- + 
tick Ambition make me 8 to contend with A 
a Man, whoſe whole Talent conſiſts in knowing © 
and remembering other Men's Works; as if he had * 
ſtudied at Athens only for this End, to learn the by 
facetious Art of turning his Brains into a Cat. “ 
lague of Books. But I reflect on the Learned among 
the Nazarenes, who are chiefly to blame, having er 
the Cuſtody of the Book delivered to them from m 
the Jets: And 2 them, the Tranſlators of 0 
that Volume are paſt Excuſe, for they have de- © 
flowr'd. the Original, and robb'd the Virgin Lan- m 
age of its Beauty and Honour, whilſt the reſt are | 
Witneſſes and filent Abettors of the Rape, in fa 
- concealing the Indignity that has been done to the Sa; 
Letters form'd by the Finger of Goa, and full of Pa 
divine Myſteries. hs. Hi 
In thus accuſing the Chriſtian Interpreters ot PI 
the Bible, I do not patronize the critical Whimſies = 


of the Fewi/h Cabalifts. They are exploded by 
all Men of Lenſes yet there is a Medium between led; 


the Exceſs of that affected Niceneſs, which has MW * 7 
rendred the one ridiculous, and of that ſtudy'd 
Carelefineſs to which the Obſcurity of the other Thi 
is owing. As the Hebrezos, by preſſing the Letters 
too cloſe, have ſqueez d out d:wine Chimera's ; ſo the 
the Chriftians, in uſing too ſlack a * 

| 5 * * due 
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: ſcarce gain'd a groſs Draught of common human 
Senſe, leaving the genuine Elixir of the Writer's 
Meaning behind. | | 

I will not lay much to the Charge of the 

Tranſlators employ'd by Ptolomy Philadelphus, 
King of Egypt. Theſe were no Chriſtians, nor 
yet in the Number of thoſe who adored the ce- 
leftial Bodies and Elements: Nor did any of them 
pay their Devotions at the ſame Altar with that 
Egyptian Monarch, who was a tr 1 of the 
God Serapis : But they were TFerws, ſeventy, or 
two more in Number, as the Tradition goes. 
And being every one commanded ſeverally ta - 
tranſlate thoſe Manuſcripts which the TJews efs 
teem'd the Oracles of God, without converſing 
with, or ſeeing each other, 'tis ſaid, their Verfi- 
on, all agreed to a Sy//able. 
This is the Story of the Fervs, and ſeems to be 
credited by the Chriftians : Yet ſome have found 
many Errors and Incongruities in that celebrated 
Copy. And 'tis eafy for an impartial Eye, eſpe- 
duly in the Head of an Oriental, to 0 many 
more. 

But the Latin, which they call the 2u/gar Tran- 
ſation, is fall of Miſtakes. And the pretended 
Saint who made it ſhould have gone farther than 
Paleſtine for his Intelligence in ancient Hebrew. 
His Name (if I miſtake not) was Hieronymus. He 
paſs'd many Years in a Cell, near the ſuppos'd 
Tomb of the Chriſtian's Mzffiah in the Holy Land: 
Where they ſay he was inſpir'd with the Knoz- 
ledge of Hebrew z and from thence ventur'd upon 
a Tranſlation of the Old Teftament. 

Thou wilt not expect a Certificate of theſe 
Things from Mahbmut, who only tells thee what 
he has read in Chriſtian Authors, whom they call 
the Hiſtorians of their Church. 


|» © VIE But 


34 LETTERS Mrit by Vol. IV. 


But T can aſſure thee *twas no Spirit of the 
Taft aſſiſted this Ecclefiaſtic in his Veron. For 
he comes far ſhort of rightly rendering the lofty 
e appoſite Similitudes, elegant Figure;, 
and other Ornaments of Speech peculiar to the 
Mritings of thoſe who firſt ſee the Rifing Sun. 
Such are all thoſe penn'd in the Fa: From which 
we muſt not exclude the Manuſcriptr of Moſes, 
and the reſt of the Hebrew Prophets, Poets, Hifts 
rians and Philoſophers. Of theſe does the Old Te. 
ſtament conſiſt, except one Book writ by my Coun- 
Zryman Job, who five Times foil'd the Devil in 
To many ſet Combats before God. 

What ſhall I ſay then of the Tranflations thit 
Have been made of their Bible in other Languages, 
not ſo copious and ſignificant as the Latin / 

Since this Diviſion aroſe between the Roma 
Catholicks and Proteſtants, their Bible has been 
taught to ſpeak the Diale# of all, or moſt Nation 
in Europe. Yet ſuch is the Unhappineſs a ;\> 
the Franks, that the more they tamper with 
the Language of great Purity, the worſe they ſuc- 
ceed. hich has occaſion'd ſome learned Men, 855 
as I am inform'd, to mark above a thouſand 77 
1 in the laſt French Verſion of that nyſteriu ;-. 

00R. 


What room will they leave for the Cenſuref fel 
of the Mu/ulmans, if the Chrifians themſelve ther 
are thus critical upon the Grand Patent of the of : 

Salvation? of E 


It would be an endleſs Task to recount all thi » 
Errors that may be diſcern'd in the various 775 | 
duct of the Bible, by any Man that has convers! 
in the Ea, Neither will I intrench on thy Ps 

tience to gain the Character of a Critick. 
Permit me to glance only on the P/a/ter, 0 
the Odes of Sultan David. How flat and dull ar ind 
the Meaſures of the Chriſtian Tranſlators ? * OP" 
0 
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low have they ſunk the Senſe of that Royal Poet ? 
He never began to warble forth any of thoſe 
Divine Songs, till firſt inſpir'd by a Seraph, whom 
he had lur'd down from Paradiſe by the Melody 
of his Harp. That Seraph was Maſter of the 
Muſicł above, as the Hebrew Doctors teach. Every 
time David play'd on his Inſtruments, Ariel (for 
ſo was the Spirit call'd) made his Deſcent, and 
ſung with a Grace which cannot be expreſs d. 
The docile Poet ſoon learn'd both his Notes and 
Words. Seven hundred Times David touch'd 
his harmonious Strings, and ſo often the Ange/ 
ſtood by him with the Book of the Quire. He 
taught him Seven hundred Sonnets that are chant- 
ed by the Lovers in 2 N But the Devil ſtole 
em from the King whilſt he was gazing on ano- 
ther Man's Wife, bathing her ſelf in an adjoin- 
ing Garden. 

Yet there are above a hundred Hymns remain- 
ing, which David compos'd by Memory out of 
the former. But ſome Sects among the Chriſti- 
nas have turn'd them to the Ballads of the Vulgar. 

So have they dealt by that ſurpaſſing Poem of 
Solyman, taught him by the Ethereal Tutor of his 
Father. For Ariel was enamour'd of one of the 
Virgins of Paradiſe at the ſame Time that Solomon 
Jenjoy'd Pharaob's Daughter, and had newly built 

for her a Seraglio of Cedar. The heavenly Lover 
therefore, to accommodate himſelf to the Paſſion 
of the Mortal, taught him one of the Paſtorals 

of Eden, a Song peculiar to his own Amour. 
. But the Nazarezes have turn'd it to a dry and 
J inſignificant Allegory by their Glaſes; putting an 

Affront alſo upon Rhetorich and Poetry, in wording 
their Tranſlation. 

If I ſhould go on and number the Miſtakes 
Ichey have made in the Writings of the Prophets, 

nd other Books of the Old Jeſtanent, though it 

D4 were 
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were but in this general Manner, I ſhould tire 
thee out; but to recount the Particulars would 
be a thirteenth Tast for Hercules. | 

Yet after all theſe Defaults of the Learnel, 
neither they nor the /gnorant can be excus'd from 
wilful Blindneſs, in ſhutting their Eyes aginf 
the Twilight which appears in the worſt Tran. 
flatien, and is ſufficient to direct any Man to 
the Eat, where Wiſdom ſhines in her perfe8 
Splendor. 

There are Expreſſions all over the Scripture; 
which point to the Laus, Cafes Habits, Diet 
and Manner of Life uſed in the Regions firſt viſit- 
ed by the Morning Sun. Theſe are the ſame no 
a9 they were of od; and the Maſſulmans of this 
Age obſerve no other Rule of Lite but what was 
practis'd by the Patriarch Ibrahim, above three 
thouſand Years ago, and by all the Faithful of 
thoſe Times. Our Marriages, Circumciſions, Fu 
 nerals, Prayers, Waſhing, and all other Ceremonies 
of Religion or Civility, are the ſame nor as then: 
There is nothing added or diminiſhed fave the 
Faith and Obedience we owe to Mahomet the An- 
baſſador of God, and to the Volume put into his 
Hands by Gabriel, Prince of the divine Meſſer- 

ers. 
: Our very Habits, and the Manner of our Build 
ing; our Salutations and whole Addreſs are the 
ſame at this Day, as the Scripture tells us were in 
ule in thoſe Ages next after the Flood among the 
Patriarchs and Prophets, and among all the trat 
Believers, the Poſterity of Ibrahim, eſpecially the 
Deſcendants by the Right Line, the Stem of Ijmat!, 
the eldeſt Son of him who entertained three An- 
gels at once in his Text. _ | 5 OY 

Yet the [nþS4e/s will not conſider it; but per- 
ſuade themſelves they are the only Children of 

the faithful Ibrahim, pretending to * in J 
L * now 
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know not what figurative Senſe, the Life we lead 
in Truth: Cheating themſelves with empty Syn- 
bils, while we enjoy the Sub/tance. | 

But thou, great Succeſſor of Ibrahim, and the 
Prophets, vouchſafe to pray for Mahmut, that 
whilt his Duty to the Grand Seignior obliges him 
to dwell here in the Veſt, and to converſe with. 
none but Infidels, he may till retain the Faith of 
the Eaf?, the Devotion of an 7/mae/ite, and the 
Purity of a true Believer ; ſtill crying in his Heart, 
even in the Temples of the Infidels, there is but 
one God, and Mahomet his Meſſenger. 


Paris, 5th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Near 1649. 


— 


LETTER XVII. 
To the Chiaus Baſſa. 


HE Peace agreed on laſt Year between the 
Germans and Szwedes, is not yet fully eſta- 
bliſhed and confirmed, there has been a C2/2tion of 
Arms ſince that Time. And now the Duke A. 
malfi on the Emperor's Side, the Duke of Vandort 
for the King of France, and he of Erskin for the 
Crown of Sewedeland, are met at Norimburgh, to 
conclude a final Ratification of the Articles. 
During this Conſult, the Swediſh Army are per- 
mitted by the Emperor's Agreement to quarter up 
and down in ſeven Circles of the Empire, and not 
to be diſcharged till all their Arrears are paid at 
the Coſt of the Germans. Tis ſaid it will amount 
to three Millions of Sequins. This Var has 
laſted near thirty Years; in which above three 
hundred thouſand Men have loſt their Lives. 
| D 5 As 
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As to the Exgliſb Affairs, the prevailing Party 
there have declared that Ancient Kingdom to be: 
free State, and the Monarchy is aboliſh'd by a pub- 
lick 4F. Nevertheleſs, after CHarles was behead. 
ed, his eldeſt Son was proclaim'd King, both in 
England and Ireland, by ſome of the Nob/es an 
Gentry that were Friends to that Royal Fanih, 
And in Ireland, a certain great Duke appear'd x 
the Head of a numerous Army, in behalf of the 
young King's Intereſt, having laid Siege to the 
Metropolis of that Kingdom; which with one o. 
ther Town, were the only ſtrong Holds that re 
Iiſted the King's Party. But in the 875 Moon the 
Army which the Engliſh States had newly ſent 
ver to that and engag'd with the Forces of thi 
Br entirely routed them, killing two thouſant 

en on the Spot, and taking many 'Thoufan 
Priſoners, with all their Ammunition and Baggage 
This being ſeconded with other Victories, in 
Tmall Time reduced that Kingdom, under the ( 
bedience of the Engliſh Brates. | 
In the mean Time I hear no pleaſing Ney 
From the Levant. Veſſels daily arrive in the 
wens of France, who confirm each other's Relat 
ons of a dreadful Naval Combat between ol 
Fleet and that of the Yenetians ; wherein th 
fay, we have loſt ſeventy two Galliots, ' threeſco 
Merthant Veſſels, and eighteen 8hips of Wat 
That in this Fight fix thouſand five hundred Md 

ulmans have loſt their Lives, and near ten tha 
land were taken Priſoners. 
J tell thee, theſe are great Breaches in the 
v&y, which belonging to the Lord of the Sea 
Land, has aſſum'd to it ſelf the Epithet of I. 
FINCIBLE. Theſe are Blemiſhes in the H P. 
figns of high Renown, Reproaches to the 
pire which we believe is to ſubdue all Nati 
1 reflect not on the Courage, or Conduct, F* 
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the Captain Baſa; neither am I willing to help 
% forward the Ruin of a Man, who cannot expect 
1 to be honour'd with a Veſt, a Sword, or any 
1 1 other Marks of the 8z/tan's Favour, for his Ser- 
"x vice in this Sea-Campaigne. I am naturally com- 
* paſſionate. "Tis not in my Praiſe I ſpeak it: for, 
"+ believe this Tenderneſs, to be rather a Vice of 
4 my Conſtitution, than to have any Rank of Morals, 
nuch leſs to be of Kin to the Family of Vertues. 
we Pity a Man falling into Diſgrace, on whom the 
Meather of the Seraglio changes, from which he 
muſt expect nothing but Clouds and Storms. 
Thoſe Tempeſts will prove more fatal to him. 
than any that ever toſſed his Feet on the ruffled 
Oman. In all probability, he will ſuffer a Ship- 
rack of his Fortune, if not of his Life. There- 
ore *tis with extreme Regret I muſt ſay that 
hich may haſten his Fall. | $4; 
But I am commanded, not to conceal any In- 
teligence, that relates to the Intereſt of the 8:5- 
ime Port, nor to ſpare the Son of my Mother, 
I know him guilty of criminal Practices. 
All that I have to lay to the Charge of the 
baſſa of the Sea, is a private Correſpondence 
hich he holds with Cardinal Mazarini. This T 
liſcover'd by the Aſſiſtance of a Dwarf, whom 
have often mention'd in my Letters to the 
randees of the Port. I need not repeat to thee, 
hat I have ſaid already to them of the Birth, 
ducation and Genius of O/min ; (for ſo is the 
tle Spark call'd) nor of the Method I have put 
im upon, to wind himſelf into the Secrets of 


N he Publick Miniſters. Only thou may'ſt report to 
e Divan, that this diminutive Man continues 
e purſue his Advantages of Accels to the Clo- 
ess of the French Miniſters, whereof I gave an 


Wc count laft Year, in a Letter to Chiurgi Mabam- 
net Baſſo. 
D 6 Thou 
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pen on the Table, while the Cardinal was in ea 
neſt Diſcourſe with an extraordinary Courier fron 


Matter; which contained theſe Words; 


To the moſt 1lluftrious Prince of the Kingdimd 


in my Arms the noble Captain Signior Anton 


came from him. He poſted immediately to g 


Thou may'ſt aſſure them alſo, That when h; 
was Yeſterday in the Chamber of Cardinal Maxi 
rini, he caſt his Eyes on a Letter which lay 6 


Rome. He had not opportunity to read mo 
than the Saperſcription, and a Line or two of the 


The Mild Commander, the bumble Shadow of t 
bright Star of the Sea, Bilal Captain Baa, 


the Maſi ab, eminent among the High Lord; d c 
holy Honour, the ſublime Director of the Pu © | 
ple of FESUS, Aſſiſtant to the Chair of Soverei; 
Dignity, the Seat of the Roman Caleph, Jil 
Mazarini, Cardinal, and our Friend. M. 
whoſe latter Days encreaſe in Happinels. ho 


HY affe#ionate Letter and Preſents wertd 


liver'd ſafe to me, as I lay at Anchor with tf Par 
Fleet under my Command, not far from the Iſland 0 
Chios. And as a Mark of my Acknowledgment a 
good Will to thee and all the Nazarenes, I embra _ 


Maratelli, zoho had the Honour to be * wil 
this Negociation. I immediately diſrobd my ſt! 
and caus'd that brave Italian, thy Meſſenger, to! Ty 


veſted with my own Garment, as a Pledge of 


Before O/min could read farther, the Cardin 
approached the Table and took up the Letta 
letting fall ſome Words to the Courier, by whit 
the Dwarf was confirm'd in his Suſpicion of ti 
' Baſſa's Perfidiouſneſs, and that this Letter new 


me an Account of this Paſſage ; believing it 
be, as it is, of great Import. For * has 
1 F : 


angular Regard for the Family, which firſt exter- 
minated the Greeks from Confantinople.. | 

Thou knoweſt what Uſe to make of this Intel- 
ligence. I am not cruelly inclin'd, but I muſt do 
my Duty. The reſt I reter to thy Prudence. 

I will only advertiſe thee of one farther Re-. 
mark of Oſmin, who by comparing what he has 
ſeen now, with a Diſcourſe he once before over- 


whilſt he lay under the Cardinal's Table (which 
I have inſerted in one of my Letters) concludes, 
That the Baſa there mention'd by the Cardinal, 
was this ſame Bilal Baſa, who was at the Inſtance 
of the Faniſaries made Baſ of the Seas. 

I could not, without making my ſelf an Ac» 
complice, conceal ſo foul an Ingratitude to the 
Grand Seignior, and ſo villanous a Treaſon againſt 
the Empire, which holds the r Rank among,all 
the Dominions on Earth. | 4 


Paris, 24th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1649. 


LETTER XVIII. 
7 Cara Hali, Phyſician zo the Grand 
| Seignior. 


E have had a violent hot Summer in theſe 

Parts, with much Wunder and Lightning ; 
which has done conſiderable Damage to the Far- 
mers, in burning their Hay and Corn in their 
o gf Cranaries, Complaints arrive here daily from all 
it ¶ che Provinces, that Heaven has conſum'd their 
has N Harveſts. 


ing | This 


heard between Mazarini and a French Nobleman , 


- 7 4 97 
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This the Court Party interpret as a 1 
on them for their Nebellians; cauſing 12 in- 
duſtriouſſy ſpread about in all Companies that 
Heaven is angry with the [nbabitents of Guyennc, 
Bourdranx, and other Provinces, for taking up 
Arms this Year againſt their Sovereign. I know 
not how far this Cenſure is juſtifhable : But tis 
obferv'd that the People of theſe Rebe/hious Pro. 
princes have receiv'd more apparent and irrepa- 
rable Injuries by the Lightning, than thoſe of 
other Parts. Several Members of the Parliament of 
Aix were found dead in their Beds, after a tem- 
us Night of Lightning. And next Day, 
the Roof of the Houſe where they aſſembled fell 
flown and kill'd ſeveral. ; 

In the great Church of Bourdeaux, as they were 
delebrating their Ma, a Ball of Fire broke in 
from behind the Altar, ſmote down ſeveral Ima: 
ges, and filling the Church with an intolerable 
Stink, flew out at a Window, without doing any 
farther Harm. And a great Bank of Money, 
rais'd by this City to pay their Soldiers, was all , 
melted down by Lightning, to the Aſtoniſhment or 
of thoſe who ſaw it; for it was done in the Day: fille 
time, the Grandees of Bourdeaux being preſent. W Noi 
It would be endleſs to recount all the Miſchieß out 
that have been done in thoſe Parts. We had no ein 
great Harm here, fave that almoſt all the Vine in 5, 
the City was turn'd to a Kind of Vinegar in one 
Night. Which the Phi/o/ephers attribute to the The 
peculiar Energy of Ligbining; which plays the cent 
Chymiſ with this Liquor, and in a Moment ſeps- 
rates, and drinks up its Vital Spirits, leaving only 
a mortuum Caput behind. | | 

The Seaſon has been ſo hot during the De 
Days, that the Air itſelf ſeem'd combuſtible; 
— the very Winds, from whence we look'd for 
Refreſhment, were like the Breath of a Stove: 


{ 
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All things ſeem'd ready to take Fire, as if the 
Elements waited for the Grand Conflagration. 
Heat was the Cry every where. Men's Bodies 
were ſcalded with internal Flames; the Shade of 
Trees afforded no Relief, the Fountains could 
not allay their Thirſt. All Nature ſeem'd to be 
in a Fever, ready to expire. 

Now thoſe Fervors are abated, and we begin 
to have froſty Mornings. The nitrous Air re- 
ſtores Men's Appetites. Abundance of Rain 
has new moulded the gaping, parch'd Earth, and 

aced a ſecond Spring. The Husbandman com- 
forts himſelf with the Hopes of another Crop of 
Hay, to repair the loſs of the former, which the 
Lightning robb'd him of. In the mean Time, the 
Winds are very buhe in diſrobing the Trees, 
and ſcattering not only their Leaves, but alſo- 


A TSB I © x5 3-0 
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e the Fruit that is not gather'd, on the Ground; 
ble whereby a Banguet is prepared for the Hogs in e- 
WI very Orchard, who claim as much Right to feed 
©): Wh on what lies on the common Table as their Owners : 
And 'tis no unpleaſant Muck, to hear a Herd 
ent of Swine ſet their Teeth at work on the wind- 
. fallen Apples. At leaſt, this Spectacle and 
ent. Noiſe is delightful to me, who have been with- 
ieh out Appetite theſe three Moors, and but juſt be- 
I o vin to recover my Stomach. I often ride out of 
e u Paris, on purpoſe to take the Country Air, where 
of my Bread taſtes more ſavourily than in the City. 
the ere appears ſomething ſo harmleſs and inno- 
cl cent in the Faces and Behaviour of the Ruſtick-, - 
cpY 2 effectually relieves my Melancholy. I cannot 
only diſcern in them any Signatures of Court-Craft 
and Villany. Their Converſation chears my Spi- 
— rits. I love to hear them talk of their rural Af. 
1 , 


tove: 


7 fairs. My Eye follows the Ploughmen with En- 


Then I could wiſh it had been my Lot to 
have been bred up in ſome homely Cottage, 
where 


+ Dew of the Morning, as he walks over the Land 


- Eaſt. He ſpurs himſelf on to his daily Labour, 
by the Example of that active Planet, following 


' refreſhed and nouriſhed with his homely Diet 
he lies down with the Lamb, and ſleeps in Peace, 


of Delights. 


Or, canſt thou blame Mabmut, who has neither 
Health of Body, nor Peace of Mind, for wiſhing 


to both? I am entangled in a thouſand Snares; 
my Employment is a perfect Riddle. I muſt i 
and unſay the ſame things, as often as Occaſion 
requires. I muſt tell an hundred Lyes, ſwer 


of the Grand Seignior be at Stake. I muſt be 
| Mahometan, Chriſtian, Few, or any thing that wil 
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where I might have tended Oxen, Sheep « MW (e: 
Aſſes; all which act regularly according to MW ph 
their Nature: Whereas, he that is the Servant of WM m) 


Princes, is compell'd to do many things contrary en, 
to his Reaſon; which is the greateſt Unhappinet ¶ pe 


can befal a Man. How ſweet is the Sleep of the P- 


Husbandman by Night, and how void is his av 


Mind of imbittering Cares by Day? He riſ WG: 
with the Lark, and is as chearful as that pretty bra 
Bird, ſaluting Aurora with a Song or Len on his 


Pipe. He ſnuffs up the wholeſome and fragrant 
He beholds, with Admiration and Pleaſure, the 


gilded Clouds and tops of Mountains, when 
the Sun comes forth of his Bed-Chamber in the 


his Work with Content and Joy. His Food h 
pleaſant both in his Mouth and his Belly; he 
feels no After-pangs through Satiety; but wel 


never dreaming of State-Intrigues, or the Plots ol 
the Mighty. Thus he paſſes his Life, in a Circk 
Tell me, dear Hali, are not theſe proper Ob 


jects of Envy to a Man in my Circumſtances! 


himſelf in a Condition, which would entitle hin 


and forſwear my ſelf every Hour, if the Interel 


ſerye 
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ſerve a Turn; diſſemble with God and Man, blaſ- 
pheme the Prophets, curſe the True Believers, and 
my ſelf too, rather than baulk the —_ I am 
engag'd in: And yet, all this while they will 
perſuade me, I am a good Man, and ſhall go to 
Paradiſe. As if the Mufti's Diſpenſations were 
available to cancel the expreſs, poſitive Law of 
Co! Do they think to amuſe me with ſuch Um- 
brages, and ſend me muzzled to Hell with my 
Eyes open? I tell thee, I have a Conſcience, and 
ſuch a Conſcience as will not let me be at reſt in 
this manner of Life. It were better to die, than 
o live ſtain'd with ſo many Prevarications. 
know not what to do amidſt ſo many Terrors: I 
feel my Body decay apace, and haſtening towards 
its Diſſolution. What will become of me, if JI 
ſnould die under the Burthen of ſo many Sins? 
hat Anſwer ſhall I be able to make to the 7wo 
nquifitors of the Grave, the Angels who ſhall exa- 
ine me, who is my God, and who is my Pro- 
bet, and, what is my Faith? The Darkneſs of 
nat Region of Shadows will not be ſufficient td 
ide my Bluſhes, and the Confuſion I ſhall be in 
t ſo preſſing a Tryal. | h 
All my Comfort is, That I have yet Friends 
eft, to whom I may freely vent my Thoughts 
nd ask their Counſel, 8 
If thou haſt any Remains of that Friendſhip 
at has been between us, weigh my Caſe through- 
p, and tell me whether I am not loſt for ever, 
ithout a Change of Life? Flatter me not, nei- 


t ber uſe the Artifices of Civility, in palliating 
aon Crimes; but ſearch my Wounds and give me 
welWly Advice without a Veil, and Mahmut ſhall 
nm ſeem thee Phyfician of his Soul. 

e1 | 

willaris, 24th of the 9th Moon, 


of the Tear 1649. 33 
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LETTER XIX. 


T Kenan Baſſa, Chief Treaſurer 20 hi 
Highneſs at Conſtantinople. 


F I have not addreſſed to thee before, atin 

bute it to my Ignorance of thy Quality and 
Perſon. As ſoon as I heard of th vancemen 
to this important Truſt, I x0 Box, to ſalute they 
as becomes a S/ave in my Poſt, and to wil 
thee all the Happineſs thou canſt deſire. Yet 
when I congratulate thy NV, remember, I 
but welcome thee to a Precipice, a mere Pinnad 
of Fortune, where thou haſt no Reaſon to expei 
ſecure footing. The Blaft of an envious Mouth 


will make thee totter. Thou breatheſt in 4 
Element full of Tempeſts. The fly Practices Mot 
a Rival may undermine thee 3 or the moan 
open Frowns of thy Sovereign may caſt thei 
wn. Thou art ever liable to the Malice of uy T 
ulgar, and not a little in Danger of thy r 


Weak neſs, the inſeparable Companion of H 
manity. If thou ſhouldeſt once look with Di 
dain on thoſe that are beneath thee, the wi 

Diſtance and Height of the e. may mall 

thee giddy. Therefore it would be good i 
thee to have thy Eyes always fixt on thy i 
That will prove the beſt Chart, by which to ſta 
thy Courſe through the Rocks and Sands, wha 
on all Hands threaten the Life of a Caurtier. 

will not be amiſs alſo, to place before thee ti 
Examples of wiſe Men, thy Predeceſſors. The 
is a greater Force in theſe, than in the beſt Coul 
ſels; becauſe Matter of Fact leaves no Rod 
for Diſtruſt: Whereas Men are naturally jel 
of thoſe who pretend to inſtruct them. We 


Hà— — — — 
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in fond of our own Reaſon and Judgment; and 
we apt to ſuſpect him of ſome Deſign who ſeeks 
o perſuade us, though to our Good. - Beſides 
here is a Species of Pride, a Punctilio of Honour in 
Mortals, which will hardly permit us to yield our 
ves in a condition to need another's Advice: Hl 
hence comes the Arabian Proverb, which ſays, fl 
Man profits more by the fight of an 1aiot, than by 
he Orations of the Learned. all love to make 
pur own Experiments, and ſooner truſt any Senſe | 1 
han our Ears. Therefore the Lacedemonians cau- 17 
ed their Slaves to be made drunk in the Preſence i 
f their Children; that from the Squa/idnefs of 11 
he §pectacle they might conceive a Hatred a- 
painſt that Vice, which by all the In/fru@ions in | 
he World they would never learn to abhor. _ 4 

The Crimes of ſome in thy Station have more ö ? 
pf Sobriety in them, but leſs Honeſty. Wonder [ 
ot at the Expreſſion, nor accuſe me of Impu- 
Wence. I reflect only on the wicked: number 
Wot thy ſelf among them. 

Thou knoweſt it has been an ancient Cuſtom 
or our renowned Emperors to divert themſelves 
t certain Times with the Sight of their ine/ti- 
„%%% Treaſury. I am no Stranger to the Cere- 

onies uſed at ſuch Times; one would think 
t impoſſible, amidſt ſo much Caution, that the 
rand Seignior ſhould be defrauded of the leaſt 
art of his Wealth. I do not ſpeak ef the Chan- 
per of Arms, or thoſe others which make up the 
Imperial Wardrobe. The Bulk and Weight of 
Whole Rich Velvet Nrocadoes, and other Furniture 
F Gold and Silver, diſcourages the Theft. But 
ho can number the Robberies that have been 
ommitted among the Ferve/s, and invaluable Ra- 
ties of the = pdt Cloſet ? It has been found 
ue to conceal and tranſport from thence whole 
Beds of Diamonds, and Chains of Pearl, undiſ- 
covered, 
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covered, I will not ſay unſuſpected, at the tine 1 
when Anackdar-Aga/s gives three Knocks on thy 
Cabinet of the Keys. | 
Theſe are Hours of Munificence and roi 
Bounty, when the auguft Lord of the Mines 
Pleas'd to gratify his Slaves with Gifts, and mak 
them ſenſible they ſerve him, who commands th 
upper World, and that underneath. 

No Prince can diſcommend this domeſtick Spo 
of our Sovereign, when he makes his Pages ſcxin 
ble for Diamonds and Rubies, ſince it gives him 
Taſte of his own Humanity; nothing being max 

agreeable, in caſes on this fide of amorous je 
louſy, than to let others partake of our Pleaſure 

And tis the peculiar Delight of Kings ſometime 
to lay afide their State and Grandeur, to be 

miliar with their Attendants, making them thei 

"Companions, or, at leaſt, their Proxies in man 
Enjoyments. ER | 

Rut 'tis pity this Favour ſhould be abuſed, 2 

has been, in the inſtance I mentian'd. Th 

'art no Stranger to the Records of the Haſna, whi 
tells us, That when Gelep Chiaus Baſſa was mad 

chief Treaſurer in the Reign of Sultan Muſtaphi 


the Lucre of the glittering Jewels had tempt U 

- him to defraud his Maſter, to the Value of I 
hundred thouſand Sequins; which upon the In. 
formation of three Pages, and a diligent Seuche. 
were found in his Trunks. Inio! 
It has been whiſper'd alſo, That few have ei 
joyed that Office, who have not purloin'd ſon o u 
thing from the Imperial Coffers. They ſay, "TsW:t I 


hereditary Theft deliver'd by Tradition from ol 
to another; every Haſnadarbaſi being advan 
to that Honour by the Recommendation of | 
Predeceſſor, for the Service he has done him 
conniving at theſe Practices, which cannot be! 


from any of the Sixty who guard the Royal ao 


— 


— — — — — — —— 
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Thou canſt not blame me, for putting thee in 
ind of theſe Things; in regard I am command- 
Md to write with all Freedom to the /ub/ime Mi- 
Vert, whatever concerns the Intereſt of our great 
MAILED + 
7 have no more to ſay, but to deſire thee, in 
ranſmitting what Money is appointed for me, to 
timely and punctually, to ſend Daplicates by 
ifferent Pots, that if one ſhould miſcarry, I may 
ot be at a Loſs: For, there is no Credit for a 
uſulman in Paris. Eliachim would n me 
ith what may ſuffice a Dervich; but it belongs 
d thee to take Care, that I want not what 1s re- 
uiſite for an Agent of the Grand Seignior. 


aris, 224 the 10th Moon, 
of the Year 1649, 


Y 


Ad 


LETTER XX. 


To Peſtelihali, bis Brother. 


Unwillingly concluded my laſt Letter, before 
[ had vented half my Thoughts, on thoſe O- 
ental Subjects, ſo full of Inſtruction and Plea- 
re. Thy Journal is become my Pocket-Com- 
nion. 4 carry it with me to the Gardens and 
itudes, and even to the Libraries and Churches : 
0 Which laſt, T am obliged to go ſometimes, 


e 


ſome 


Ti:4Wat I may avoid Suſpicion. 

m 0088 The Chriſtians, when they enter the moſt de- 
7 phtful Gardens of Paris, ſpend their Time, and 
OI 8 


eary themſelves, in walking forward and back- 


um Ward. They will meaſure ſeveral Leagues in 
be Mwerſing one Alley: which vain Cuſtom, thou 
VcalliWoweſt, is contrary to the Practiee of the Eaſern 
The 2 P eople, 


— =>3 _ © & *. - : y © — " 11 . 
— ——— — . 
* 


up my Thoughts afreſh, like a Watch that i 


| Journal with the Writings of others who treat d 


the 


* 
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People, who love to ſolace themſelves, in ſiting cl 


ſtill under the cool Shades, and feeding then 
Eyes with the grateful Verdure of Trees, then er 
Noſes with the fragrant Smell of Herbs and Floy. 
ers, and their Ears with the pretty Melody d 
the Birds: All which ferve as Helps to thei 
Contemplation. 

After this manner I many Times paſs awy 
ſome Hours in the Gardens of this City, where 
there are great Plenty. And when I am cloy( 
with the forementioned Pleaſure, then I take out 
thy Journal, and fall to reading; which wind 


down: Nay, it opens new Sources of Contenicco 
plation, and ſerves as a miraculous Taliſman u 
bring China, India, and all the Eaſt into the Plac 
where I am; ſo lively and natural are thy Dit 
courſes of thoſe Parts. | | 
When I am in Churches it ſerves me i 
ſtead of a Prayer Book: And, whilſt others 
babbling over they know not what, or at lei 
they care not what; I offer up to God the Firf 
Fruit of my Reaſon and Knowledge, which Hon 
has given me to diſtinguiſh me from all Sorts d 
Beaſts, whether in human Shape, or not. 
When I go to the Libraries, I compare th 


hic! 


the ſame Matters; and find, that thou agred 
with ſome, correcteſt the Miſtakes of others, an 
in all, ſheweſt a Genius elevated above all oth 
of the common Hiſtorians and Travellers; ron 
ſeek rather to amuſe the Reader with uncout! 
Stories and Adventures, than to inſtruct hi 
with what is really uſeful and profitable. 
Thus thy Feurnal is become the Companit 
of my Solitudes, the. Object of my Studies, an 
Help to my Devotions abroad; and it 
no leſs the Diverſion of my Retirement a 
we Melagcho 
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lelancholy at home. I am a great Admirer of 


er- grown with Moſs, and full of gaping Cha/ms, 
a more agreeable Sight to me, than the flow'ry 
fexdows or verdant Groves; becauſe the former 
oks like a Relict of the primitive Chaos; where- 


un e laſt Spring. Tis for this Reaſon, thy Narra- 
redo: affords me ſo vaſt a Delight, becauſe it 
ats of the moſt ancient Kingdoms and Govern- 
ents in the World: And is not ſtuffed with 
himera's and Fables, as moſt Relations of thoſe 
ountries are; but gives us a ſincere and true 
count of whatever is conſiderable, without 
uching on Impertinencies. Ty 
But above all, I am delighted with that Part 
hich relates thy Travels in China: That Coun- 
y being of ſo vaſt an extent, ſo rich, ſo po- 
ous; the People fo induſtrious, learned and 


hich cannot in that Point be match'd by a 
overnment under the Heavens ;) that the 
nowledge of theſe Things ſeems to me of 
eater Moment, than any other Diſcoveries 
hatſoever. ä 

What thou ſayeſt of the Chineſe Letters and 
ords, ſhews, t thou hat made ſome In- 
tion into that Language. And thy Remarks 
the long Succaſſion and Series of their Kings, is 
Argument that thou art no Stranger to their 
pronology, which takes in many Thouſands of 
ars before Noah's Flood. Thou art very exact 
enumerating their publick Tribunals and Courts 
Fuftice; as alſo in deſcribing ſome remarkable 
does, Temples, Palaces and other Structures: 
hich :ſerve to give the Reader a true Idea of 
e Magnificence and Grandeur of the Chineſe 
erors; and of the Ingenuity of the People, 


Who 


ſntiquity ; and therefore an old craggy Rock, 


„ I know the latter to be only the Product of 


plitick (beſides the Antiquity of their Empire 
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who ſeem to excel all others in Arti. and Sciences. 


In a Word, it is evident, that thou didſt not pu Cr 
thy Time with thy Arms folded, whilſt thou wen jec 
in that Kingdom. And I know not how better u the 
expreſs the Eſteem I have for thee, on the the 
count of the Pains thou haſt taken to infom 7 
both thy ſelf and me in Matters of ſo great In. 

rtance, than by giving thee an Account of wu um 


Progreſs the Tartars have made in the Congueſ d 
that Empire, ſince thy return to Conſtantinople. li 
my laſt I acquainted thee with the Coronation d 
the Tartar King at Pekin; ſince which othe 
Veſſels are arriv'd. from thoſe Parts, which bring 
an Account that the young Tarterian Conguent 
ſoon puſhed forward his Victories; and march 
ing with an Army into Corea (which Kingdemn, 
thou knoweſt, borders on Chian) the King of that 
Country made his Submiſſions ; and entring intot 
League with Zunchi, held his Crown in Fre of thi 
Victorious Emperor. | 
AAſterwards he haſtened to ſubdue the 
nces Which remain'd unconquered. His Me 
thod in accompliſhing this great Work was b 
ſwift Marches, like another Alexander the Great 
and by laying Siege to the principal City of 
Province, which he never failed either to take! 
Force, or compelled to ſurrender, that ſo the 
might eſcape Famine: And when this was dons 
he took Poſſeſſion both of it and the whole Pr 
vince, ſummoning the Cities of leſſer Note t 
ſurrender; which they ſeldom refuſed after the 
had beheld: the Fate of the firſt. Thus in a hitk 
time he became Maſter of all that ſpacious E 
ire. 
# The Fame of his Succeſs quickly brought i! 
numerable Tartars out of their Native Country l 
follow the Fortune of their Emperor. Tot e 
he gave the chief Offices of his Army, and con 


"FI 


nue 


r 
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continued the Chineſes in the Adminiſtration of 


the Faſhion of the Tartars. 

They give a. high Character of this young 
Prince, who amidſt ſo many Succeſſes and Tri- 
umphs diſcovers not the leaſt Vain-glory, but 
contains himſelf within the Bounds of a virtuous 
Moderation, aſcribes all to the Decrezs of Deſtiny, 
od is not in the leaſt puff d up with any of 
is glorious Actions; which is an Argument 
pf a Spirit truly heroick. And yet this Prince is 
an [dolater, as are all the Tartars of that Nation 
or rather, they are Men of no Religion, which 
makes their Morals the more admirable: For ac- 
ording to the Relation of thoſe who came laſt 
om China, the Tartars are a very temperate 
nd continent People, abhorring thoſe Vices 
hich are but too common 'in other Parts of the 
Vorld, and from which the true Believers them- 
elves are not free. They are rigorouſly, juſt 
ſo, and puniſh all manner of Fraud and Deceit 
ith immediate Death. As for their Conduct 
d Courage in the Wars, there is no Nation ſur- 
alſes them, few are their Equals. They are 
aſhonate Lovers of an active Life, ſpending 
oſt of their Time on Horſeback, either in 
unting wild Beaſts, or fighting with their Ene- 
ies: And their Horſes are the beft and moſt 
guragious in the World. There is nothing 
e Tartars ſo much deſpiſe, as the ſedentary 
ite of Students and learned Men; accounting 
em the Burthen of a Commonwealth, lazy 
ones, fit only to be ſold for Slaves: But Men 
WW Service and Merit in the Wars they have in 
ent Eſteem ; never failing to reward ſuch with 
Wgnities and Commands, proportionable to 

E their 


Civil Affairs; and, as a Token of their Sub- 
jection, he commanded all the Chine/es to cut 
their Hair ſhort, and to cloath themſelves after 
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their Deſerts and Capacities. Nay, ſuch is the n 
martial Genius of this Nation, that the ver, Ml ſe 
Women ride to the Wars with the Men, and pe 
perform Exploits above what is expected fron n 
that ſoft and delicate Sex. Both Men and Wo. 
men are habituated from their Infancy to live 
in Tents or Waggons, -there being very few Ci. 
ties in all Tartary : There they are inur'd to 
Hunger, Cold, 'Thirſt, and all the Methods of ; 
frugal and hardy Life. This is that which 
renders them excellent Soldiers, and a Terror to 
all the Nations round about them. This is that 
which ſo ſoon reduced all Ching to their Obe. 
-dience ; the Chineſe, among all their Virtues and 
Accompliſhments, being the moſt effeminate 
People on Earth. This no doubt thou hak 
obſerved. s 
Brother, I adviſe thee to go to Kerker Haſſa 
Baſſa our Countryman, and preſent to him these 
Obſervations on the Tartars ; which thou may 
do by tranſcribing, what is for thy Tun 

out of this Letter. He inherits his Father 
Genius; who, thou knoweſt, was one of the 
greateſt Hunters in all Arabia, and has a Characte 
not much different from what I have here giva 
thee of the Tartars. That Ba//a will take great 
Delight in theſe Memoirs, and will think himſel 
obliged to make thee ſome proper Acknowledg 
ment. He is generous and great, and it. lies 
his Power to promote thee. I have writ to hin 
already, and have given him an Encomium of tif 
Ability. I will ſecond it with another Letter, i 
anſwer to one J lately receiv'd from him, where 
in he deſires a farther Account of China. I wil 
inform him therefore of ſeveral Paſſages out © 
thy Journal. He no doubt, to make a farthe 
Tryal of thy Knowledge, will ask thee ſever 
Queſtions relating to theſe Matters. S0 hu 


thou 
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thou have a fair Opportunity of rendring thy 
Elf conſpicuous, and of gaining his Eſteem. 
Follow my Advice ;«take Time by the Forelock, 
and the Event ſhall prove happy. 


Paris, 875 F the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1649. 


ec. tt... Ms 
_- 


LETT BR. XXL 
To Kerker, Haſſan Baſſa. 


ate 

al Received thy Commands, and am proud of 
| the Honour thou haſt done me in require 
ung the ſmalleſt Service at my Hands, eſpeci- 
nelly one of this Nature; which is an Argu- 
rent that my former Relation of China was 
un cceptable to thee. This I account my Honour 


nd Happineſs, that I Have a Brother who has 
nade ſuch conſiderable Improgements in his 
ravels : For 'tis to him I owe the Knowledge 
have of that Country, and the other Parts of 
he Eaſt. As for my Couſin Ius, he would never 
ouchſafe to ſend me a Syllable relating to his 


edge, though he had rambled throughout all 
es Wo. | | 
hing I defired this Favour of him in ſeveral Letters, 


ut have received no Anſwer ; ſo that I know 
ot whether he be dead or alive. My Friends 


here re very backward in writing to me; and un- 
_ wile; it be ſome of the Minifters of State, who 
ut Apmetimes honour me with a Diſpatch, though 
50 ery rarely, I hardly receive a Letter from my 


miliar Friends and Relations in twenty Moons; 
aich makes me conclude, that Abſence of ſo 
* MS long 
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long a Date, has quite blotted me out of their 


. cerning China, my Brother ſays, That Empir, 
contains 4400 wall'd Towns and Cities; 3000 
Caſtles and Towers of Defence on the Fron. 


of equal Number. There are a Million alſo con. 
ſtantly kept in Pay to guard the Governars of Pr. 


The Emperor of China maintaining Five hun. 
.dred thouſand Horſe to attend his Perſon. Al 
this is in time of Peace. But upon any Reval 


are in Cu 331 Bridges, remarkible for their 
Strength and Magnificence, beyond all other 
in the World; 2099 Mountains; Lakes and 
Medicinal Fountains 1472; 1159 triumphal Ar 


Minds. 
As to what thou deſireſt farther to know, con- 


tiers, wherein are always garriſon'd a Million f 
Soldiers, who are reliev'd at due times by other 


vinces, Enibaſſadors, and other Officers of State. 


or Invaſion, the Forces are innumerable. Ther 


ches and other Monuments, erected in honow 
of valiant and learned Men; 272 Li raries, + 
bounding with all manner of excellent Books; 


Temples 300000, and as many Prieſts, beſides te . 1 
.Convents of their Religious. They reverence 303i U but 
Male Saints, and 208 Female. All which have Bre 
Temples dedicated to their Honour, beſides tho an 
which are conlecrated to the Sun, Moon e 


Stars, Fire, Air, Earth and Water, and to the 
Heavens which comprehend All, and to the Ce 
ffial Gods who rule All, and to the /upremi 
God, Creator of the Worlds. In theſe Tem 
they celebrate the Praiſes of their Gods and 


Heroes with Muſick and Songs, Incenſe a 7 
Sacrifices; believing, That all Things which zu ere 
conſpicuous for the Excellency of their Natur, and 
or from which Mankind receives any general 0 

extraordinary Benefit, ought to be worſhippei par 


with divine Honours, In this they * 
y not 
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not from the ancient Pagans of Greece and Rome: 
| who had almoſt as many Gods and Goddeſ/es as there 
were ſeveral Creatures in the World; ſo that 
there was no Beginning nor Ending of their Su- 
perſtitions; and the meſt learned and contempla- 
tive of their Prieſts, found the Ceremonies of their 
Religion to bè an inextricable Labyrinth, where 
they were often loſt. Certainly happy are the 
8 faithful Muſſulmans, who adore but one God, the 
| Fountain of the Univerſe, without entangling 
themſelves in the Abſurdities of Infidels. 

The Chineſes are great Admirers of themſelves, 
and their own Notions ; believing, that no People 
can ſtand in Competition with them for Learn- 
ing, Wiſdom and Riches. They have a very 
contemptible Idea of all other Countries, with 
their Inhabitants, eſteeming them either as 7d7t5 
or Monſters. 

This Conceitedneſs is owing to their Igno- 
rance of the reſt of the World ; for they ſeldom 
or never travel beyond the Limits of their own 
Endire. 82 
I could ſay a great deal more of this People, 
but it will be better for thee to hear it from my 
Brother, who has been there, and can give thee 
Ian ample Satisfaction in all things relating to that 
Empire. I have wrote to him to go and kiſs the 
WDuſt before thy Feet. If thou makeſt tryal of his 
Abilities, thou wilt find him improved by his 
ravels, a Man fit for Buſineſs, and one in whom 
chou may'ſt confide; which is a Virtue never 
enough to be prized in theſe corrupt Times. 

In theſe things however mingle thy own Diſ- 
geretion with the Kindneſs of a Countryman 
ure and the Affection of a Friend. 


Paris, 8th of the 11th Moor, 
of the Near 1649. 
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LETTER XXII. 
20 Cornezan, Baſſa. 


E RE Ovid alive, the Events of this Ven 
wou'd afford him Matter for new Fiction 
He would either tell us, That the Goddeſs of Li 
had ſet a Spell upon Mars, and charm'd him inty 
good Nature; or, That he had drank ſo large 1 

raught of Nepenthe as has made him forget tu 
old Trade of embroiling Mortals in War. How: 
ever it be, Hymen ſeems to have the greateſt Shan 
in this Year's Actions. For inſtead of Batte 
and Sieges, the Nazarene Princes have been en 
gaged in Encounters of a ſofter Character, ti 
gentle Affairs of Love and Marriage. 

In the firſt Moon the new King of Polani 
whom they call John Caſimir, married the W 


dow of his deceaſed Brother. In the ninth, Co 
Prince of Hainault eſpous'd the Duke of Hole] 
Daughter: And the laſt Moon was remarkable f Ch: 
two Matches; one of the King of Spain wi Ac: 
Auna Maria, the German Emperor's Daughter and 
the other of the Duke of Mantua with Halil bey 
Clara of Auſtria. So the 
Theſe are all bruſhing forward in the Crowd k 
the Living ; they are buſy in augmenting the 6 but 
nerations of Men; whilſt others of as High Bin: 
are gone to increaſe the Number of the Dead; H !<: 
ing enroll'd among the Ghofts, and made Deniz C 
in the Region of Shadows. Tin 
The Empreſs of Germany died in the fifth Mu fery 
the Duke of Braganza in the ninth ; the Di the 
«beſs, of Modena in the eighth; and a certain 6! Arn 
man Prince, whoſe Name I have forgot, died an 
ori 


the Moon of October. Beſides theſe, Death i! 
| al 
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alſo arreſted O/a/mski, the ow Chancellor of 
Poland; Wrangel, General of the Swediſh Army; 
Frederick, the German Ambaſſador at Rome; Ferdi- 
nand, Elector of Cologne; and the Vice- Roy of Bo- 


| hemia, who was by his Enemies thrown out of a 


Window, and his Brains daſh'd out. So that tho? 
Mars may have ſeem'd to lie dormant this Year, 
yet his Companion in Miſchief, old Saturn, has 
been very active, as the 4ro/ogers ſay, who at- 
tribute all Events to the Infux of the Stars. 
Some are alſo of Opinion, that the Eclipſes of the 
dun and Moon this Year were Preſages of the 
Death of theſe great Perſons. They might as 
well plead, that the daily Ring and Setting of 
thoſe Luminaries, portended all the tragical E- 
vents that happen'd on Earth ; fince it 1s not more 
natural for them to continue unalterably mov- 
ing from Eaſt to WP, than it is for them to 
be obſcur'd, at certain determined Stations, in 
their Journey by Interpoſitions which happen of 
Courſe. | = ö 
We are Strangers to the Chronologies of the 
Chineſe and Indian Gentiles. Neither can any good 
Account be now given of the ancient Egyptian 
and Afyrian Records: They run many Ages back 
4 the common Epocha of the Beginning of 
the World. * | 
But the whole Sy/em of known Hiftory relates 
but two extraordinary or preternatural Changes 
- the Courſe of the Sun during theſe fix thouſand 
cars. ; 
One, when that Luminary ſtood ſtill in the 
Time of Fehoſbua, General of the Iſraelites, to 
ferve Ends of Deſtiny, and prolong the Light of 
the Day to a double Proportion, till the oppoſite 
Army was quite deftroy'd, and not one of the 
Uncircumcis'd could eſcape the Swords of the vic- 
torlous Sons of Faced. a : 
E & That 
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That Day prov'd a long Night to their Aut. 
podes: They turn'd themſelves in their Beds, 
when they had outſlept the uſual Hours of 
Night, and ſaid in their Hearts, Surely the Sun i; 
Fallen aſleep, or is banqueting with the Gods of thy 
Sea : Nr Thetis detains him in her Embrace, 
eobil/t the Tritons — his Slumbers with their 
ſoſteſt Mufick ; or Neptune regales in the Pala: 
of the Deep. Thus the diſconſolate Nations ar. 
gu'd in their Chambers; They were alarm'd with 
Fears of unknown Events. 

Such as dwelt on the Borders of the Earth, and 
were accuſtom'd to mark the conſtant ESing and 
Flowing of the Sea, admired the Delay of the uſu- 
al Tides, and ask'd, What was become of the Moon? 
for that Plaxet alſo ſtood ſtill with the Sun. 

The Light of their Souls was eclipſed, and 
their Reaſon labour'd under a greater Darkneſt 
than that which troubled their Eyes. They wers 
ignorant of the Works of God; and knew not 
that the cleſtial Orbs ſtood ſtill at the Command 
of the Spirit which formed them, even at the 
Word of the Prophet inſpir'd from above. 

So in the Days of Hezekiah, King of the Jeu. 
the Syn went back in his Circuit, and all the 
Frame of Heaven was retrograde to confirm the 
Prophet's good News, when he told the ſick King, 
That Fate had prolong'd his Life for fifteen Years. 
This was in the Days of Meredach Baladan, the 
King of Baby/on, who ſent Ambaſſadors to con 
gratulate Hezekiab's miraculous Recovery. 

- Beſides theſe, nothing has happen'd to the Sun, 
or any of the heavenly Bodies, beyond the Ord: 
nary Courſe of Nature. A Man may as well 
prognoſticate from cloudy Weather, the Calami- 
ties of Emperors and meaner Men, as from the 
Eclipſes of the Sun and Moon; ſince the one, as well 


as-the other, obſcures the Light of thoſe heaven!) 


Bodies: 
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gadies: And the former quite hides them from 
us; which is the greater Eclipſe of the two. 

Le us pray Heaven to grant us the continual 
Uſe of our * and not eclipſe the Light of 
our Reaſon, and we need fear no Diſaſters from 
the common Appearances of Nature. 


Paris, the 7th Moon Chaban, 
of the Year 1649. 


\ 


The End of the Firſt Book. 


E ＋ T HE 


32 LETTERS Writ by Vol. y 

| ir 

by br | A 

Veg | —— _: 

| I 

* 

| 0\ 

I 

. dy 

WriT by a fil 

| w 

SPY at PARIS |: 

be 

6 to 

— — A CC 
. 

1 4 LE en 

BOOK II. 5 

—— — — — — — — be 

un TER 1; 5 

To Muhammed Eremit, Inhabitant . 

the Prophetic Cave in Arabia i} ; 

Happy. C2 

| 0 

: ARDON my .Importunity, if I Pr 

once trouble thee with an Addreſs off an 

Scruples, begging thy Counſel in the Ar 

fairs of my Soul. I ſeem to my ſell 1 


4 Traveller loſt in a Wilderneſs of Doubts al lai 
Uncertainties, without, Guide or Conduct. NW Su 
that I queſtion the Truth of our Holy Religii hit 


or miſtruſt the Authority of the Sent of God. Calf reg 
tainly, I revere the Book of Glory, whoſe ſam lie 
Ferficles.are tranſcribed on my Heart. But the ev 


is wanting to every Man a particular Condi 
a | 
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in the Intricacies of this Life. I have not the 
Art of applying the general Precepts of the Lau 
to my own perſonal Occaſions and Neceſſities. 
Infinite Difficulties ariſe from my daily Affairs. 
My Converſation with Izſidels, and the Duty 1 
owe my great Maſter, entangle my Conſcience. 
I am embarraſſed on all Hands; and whilſt I ſtu- 
dy to conſerve Purity, I find my ſelf ftill de- 
filed. 
I am no Heretict, nor in the Number of thoſe 
who are predeſtinated to be damn'd for the inju- 
\ rious Love they bear to Hali: Injurious I ſay, 
» W becauſe it derogates from the Honour they owe 
to Omar, Oſman and Ebubecher, the true Succeſ- 
ceſſors of the Apoſtle of God. 
As I firmly believe the Alcoran, ſol give an 
entire Faith to the Book of Aſonat, or the Agree- 
ment of the W:/e, with the Writings of the four 
principal Imaums, Haniff, Schafi, Melechi and Ham- 
beli. And IT am reſigned to the Sentence of the 
Mufti, as our Fathers were of Old to the oraculous 
Determinations of the Baby/onian Califfs. I curſe 
the Kyzi/baſehi with as much Devotion, as I 
pray for the Health and Felicity of true Believers. 
I ſpit at the naming of them, who deny the 
Chapter of the Covering, and the 4 2 brought 
down by the Squire of Gabriel, in Honour of the 
Prophets Wife. I never lifted up my Hand againſt 
any, who deſcended from the divine Meſſenger : 
And if, in my Paſſion, I haye ever curs'd a NA 
ſulman, I took off the Duſt under his Feet, and 
laid it. on my Lips, before the Shadow of the 
Sun had advanc'd a Hair's Breadth ; and ſo I 
hinder'd the ſwift Recorder of our Words from 
regiſtring the Imprecation: For that Duſt, I be- 
lieve, has Power to blot out the Memorials of our 
evil Words and Works. | 


E 6 When 


— — —— 
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When I meet a Santone, or one of thoſe di- 
vinely mad, I put in practice the Leſſon of Or. 
chanes; and honouring the holy Frantict, I fall 
9 and adore Virtue in that contemptible Dif. 
guiſe. | 

I negle& none of the Purifications command. 
ed by our holy Lawgiver ; but rather add thoſe 
that we Arabians have received by Tradition 
from our Fathers, the Sons of Iſnael: Yet I hope, 
in Caſe of Neglect, ſome Indulgence is allowable 
to a Muſulman, in a Country of Infidels. "I ule 
the Waſhing of Abdeft at all times in my Chamber, 
where no curious Eye can obſerve my Cleanli- 
neſs, or ſuſpicious Apprehenſion draw Conclu- 
dions of my being a Mahometan. But I cannot 
thus praQtiſc the Waſhing of Taharet ;. there being 
not ſuch Conveniences for that purpoſe in Paris 
as. in Conſtantinople : Yet I am careful to ſupply 
this Want by other Methods of Purity; other- 
wiſe, I ſhould be an Abomination. to my felt 
There is no Neceſſity that J ſhould frequent the 
Bath, who never touch'd a Woman; yet I often 
g0 into the River, taking a Boat with me for 
that End, and cauſing my ſelf to be rowed half 
a League from the City, where in a little Bay or 
Creek, I. waſh my as Body, that I may do 
Tometking beyond the Obligations of the Law, to 
expiate the, involuntary Breaches of my Duty. 
Yet, after all this, I cannot call my ſelf clean. 

I pray at the appointed Hours; or at leak, 
if the Affairs of my Commiſion hinder me from 
complying with the Lazo, as to the exact Times 

of the Day, I atone for that Neglect by Watching 
the greateſt part of the Night: And to the Ora 
fons appointed by Authority, I add ſuper-numerar) 
Prayers of my own, to evidence the Sincerity of 
my Devotion. | 


1 {4 
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I faſt, and give Alms according to my Ability. 
1 beſtow much Time in reading and meditat- 
ling on the A/coran. In a word, I do all that my 
Reaſon tells me is neceſſary to render me a good 
Muſulman 3 and yet I have no Peace in my Mind. 
IMethinks I ſee our holy Prophet furrowing his 
Brows at me, and darting angry Looks from his 
Paradiſe : He ſeems to reproach me with Un- 
cleanneſs and Infidelity. By Day my Imagina- 
tion troubles me; and at Night I am terrify'd. 
bwith fearful Dreams: Which makes me con- 
clude, that notwithſtanding all my Obedience to 
the Law, and the ſtricteſt Care I take to acquit 
y ſelf a true Believer, yet I am far ſhort of my 
Aim; and therefore I number my ſelf with thoſe 
vith whom Ge is diſpleaſed. 
It is impoſſible to expreſs the Horror which 
this Thought creates in me. I am overwhelmed 
ſometimes with Melancholy and Deſpair. And 
becauſe I am forced to keep my Grief to my (elf, 
vithout having the Privilege of venting it to a 


en {MWboſom Friend, it is ready to burſt my Heart. 

for WW This is my Condition at certain Seaſons , 
alf Which I eſteem as bad, or worſe, than thoſe who 
or re doom'd to Aaraf: For as they cannot enjoy 
do Ihe Felicities of Paradiſe, fo they are ſecured 
to from the Torments of the Damned; whereas, 


or ought I know, my Portion may be in Hell. 
it thou know hew I redreſs this evil Temper 


aſt, Wt Mind, and what Method I take to cure my 
om Melancholy? Receive it not as Flattery, when 
mes tell thee, thou art my Phyſician, and the 7Jea 
bing f thy innocent Life my Medicine. When I 
rai- Fave roll'd over ten thouſand Thoughts, which 
ford me no Eaſe or Relief, no ſooner do I fix 


my Contemplation on the Solitary of Mount 
riel, but a ſudden Beam of Light and Comfort 
ances through my Soul. I promiſe my ſelf 
greater 
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greater Satisfaction from thy Advice, than from 
all the Imaums and Mollabs of the Empire. 

Tell me therefore, O holy and pious Erenit, 
how I ſhall diſſipate theſe Miſts of Grief and Sad. 
nels, wEi-h envelop my Mind, and threaten ty 
ſuffocate my Intellect. 


„ as 


If, in this Darkneſs and Confuſion, I ſhould . 
ly my ſelf to the Diſciples of Alhazon for In-. 
uction, they will puzzle me with intricate NH 
ceties about the E/ence and Unity of God ; where: b 
as I am too much troubled already with diſtrad- WW a 
ing Speculations: I ſeek not to dive into th v 
which is incomprehenſible, but to be inſtructed u V 
the plain and intelligible Way to Happineſs. Wha e. 
imports it, whether God be Good by his Good tl 
or by his E/enxce? This is to throw metaphyſiul in 
Duſt in my Eyes, and ſo leave me in a work 
Condition than they found me. . a 
No better Light muſt I expect from the MH M 
ſconderan : For if they are ſtrict Obſervers of the 
Law, ſo am I, where the Precepts are applicabe N 
to my Condition and Circumſtances. But Re 
want a Direction in many Emergencies, fy I | 
which the 4/coran ſeems to have made no Pro we 
viſion, but leaves every Man to the Conduct al 4 
his own Prudence; and I muſt confeſs, I d wa 
not truſt mine in all Caſes of this Nature. Bl |} 
ſides, inſtead of interpreting to me in a pl pre 
Style, the Statutes of the Law, they will confound coy 
me with high and unintelligible Notions of T 
divine Attributes, which ere ſufficient to dazu I 
the Intelle& of the brighteſt Seraphim: And if ſeer 
they could once perſuade me to be zealous il Eve 
their Speculations, I might, in Time, turn ſud I « 
another religious Fool, as was one of their l 
lowers, the Poet Namiſi, who being wrapt in ul coul 
ofound Speculation of the divine Unity, u 1 
C 


caring an Inaum pronounce the ſacred 4 
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Cd is One, gave him the Lye, and told him, 
that he multiply'd the Divinity in aſſigning it 
any Attribute, tho it were only that which ex- 


1 W prefled his Unity. For which impudent Aſſertion 
ohe was flay'd alive. 

In as bad a Condition ſhould T be if I ask'd the 
Advice of the Myſerin, thoſe Infidels in Maſque- 
In. rade, who, under the Diſguiſe of Muſulmans, 
N deny the Being of a God, aſſert all things to come 
re- by Chance, and live without Hope or Faith of 


another Life. For it this were true, that there 
were no Reward or Puniſhment of good or bad 
Works, I would either ſoon make my Way to 
Thu earthly Happineſs, by not boggling at any Vice 
re, that would conduce to that End: Or if I fail'd 
als in that Attempt, I would not tamely wait for a 
ork Martyrdom from Men, but bravely rid my ſelf of 
a Life which was attended with nothing but 
n Miſery. 
f the Almoſt as bad as theſe are the Hairet, thoſe 
cable Mabometan Scepticks, who dare not truſt their own 
zut 1 Reaſon, but are ever wavering and irreſolute. If 
„ fa 1 ſhould ſeek for Inſtruction at their Hand, they 
Pro would anſwer me, God knows beſt what I ought to 
40; and ſo leave me in the ſame Suſpence as 1 
was before. 

Much worſe are the Gzaid, thoſe moroſe Inter- 
preters of the Lat of Mercy, who damn a Man irre- 
(found coverably to Hell for committing one mortal Sin. 
of This is enough to drive all Mankind to deſpair. 
| Indeed the Morals of the Sabin pleaſe me, who 
And il ſeem to be perfect Mahometan Stoicks, aſcribing all 
pus Tl Events to Deſtiny, and the Influence of the Stars. 
-n {ul 1 could willingly embrace the Advice of Philo- 
eir E /ophers who appear ſo void of Paſſion; but I 
t in 19 could never join with them in adoring the Sun, 
y, Moon and Conſtellations of Heaven, becauſe 
the Alcoran has expreſly forbidden it. And 

Were 
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were there no ſuch Prohibition, my own Reaſon Ml 
would convince me, that I ought as well to ado 
the Fire for warming me and ſerving my other Ml 
Neceſſities, or the Water for quenching my Thirt Wi, 
and purifying me, or my own Hands for feeding 
me, as to pay theſe divine Honours to the Ce/-fidl Wi 
Bodies; fince the one, as well as the other, act ac-M 
cording to their Nature. Fi 

In a Word, of all the innumerable S2#s into 
which the Mu//ulman Empire is divided, I canng 
expect entire Satisfaction from any; for if they 
appear Orthodox in ſome Tenets, in others they 
are manifeſtly Heretical. Yet I cannot but ſet; 
higher Value on ſome than others, as their Do 
Etrines and Practices approach nearer to Reaſon 
and Truth. For I am not yet ſuch an Acadenid 
as to ask that Mock-Queſtion, What is Truth? 

Doubtleſs our Fathers knew it, and the Mæſes 
ger of God was ſent to divulge it on Earth. But 
if Ignorance, Superſtition and Error have bx 
niſh'd it from Courts and. Cities ; let us ſeek it i 
the Deſarts. Perhaps we may find this Wanderet 
among the Rocks and Woods; or tis poſlibl 
ſhe has ſhelter'd herſelf in ſome Den or Cave; a 

hoping for greater Favour from the wild Beall 
than from the Society of Men. 

If Truth be no where to be found entire, but 
has divided herſelf among the different Re/igim 
and Sed in the World, then rather than mils 
this divine Jewel, I will ſearch for it in Fragments 
and whatſoever is rational and pious in any St 
I will embrace, without concerning my ſelf i 
their Follies and Vices. 

After all, the Munafhi ſeem to me the on 
Orthodox and illuminated of God; who declininj 
the private By ways of Schiſmaticks, walk in thy 
high Road of priſtine Juſtice and Piety, follow 

ing the Steps of the Ancients, and r 1 
| 1 
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n rraditions which know no Origin. Among 
re theſe thou appeareſt as another Pythagoras, con- 
er 1 rming them by thy Example in an innocent 
rt WMLife ; enduring the utmoſt Severities of Abſti- 
ng Wnence, rather than be guilty of ſhedding the 
ial Blood of thoſe Creatures, which the great Lord 
ac f 4 things created to enjoy the Herbage of the 
Field, and to partake of the common Bleſlings of 
ature as well as we. - | 

To thee therefore I have recourſe, a3 to an 
Dracle : Tell me, O ſacred Sylvanian, am I not 
bliged to obey the Inſpirations of my Nature, 
r better Genius, which tells me, *tis a butch- 
rly and inhuman Life to feed on ſlaughtered 
Animals. Did not all thoſe who aim'd at Perfecti- 
among the primitive . N of the Prophet, 
bſtain from murdering the Brutes ? 'Tis true 


ee Meſſenger of God did not poſitively enjoin 
BulWb/inence from Feb; yet he recommended it as a 
br ine Counſel: And thoſe to whom he indulg'd 
it e Liberty of eating it, he ty'd up to certain 
dere WFonditions. Do not all the re/igioas Orders. preach 
nb Ati nence, both in their Sermons and Lives? 


make no longer Doubt, but the Corruption of 
anners, and Voluptuouſneſs of Men, are the 
auſes that this antient Sobriety is now diſus'd 


, bud lighted. My own Experience confirms me 
ging this Opinion, who have often attempted to 
us ae in Ai nence; but by the Force of a voraci- 
nents ous Appetite, ſuffer'd my ſelf to be carried back 


my old Intemperance. 
Yet in eating Fleſh, I have been. preciſely 
cul to obſerve the Prohibition of our holy Pro- 
jet, ſo long as it was in my. Power; I never 
ingly taſted of Blood, nor of any thing frang- 
8 or knocked down, But it is impoſſible for me 
aſſure my ſelf of this, or that all the Fleſh I 
t was tilled, in pronouncing that 9 
ame 
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Name which gave it Life. Neither could I cn 
eſcape a Neceſſity of eating Smwine's Fleſh. | 

But I abominate my ſelf for this involuntaf 
Crime; and to obviate the like Temptation iſ 
the future, I will taſte of nothing that ll 
breath'd the common Air; being inclined tod : K 


* 


lieve the Metempſycboſis: which if it be true, if 
wiſh for no greater Happineſs, than that in .. 
next Change, my Soul may paſs into the Body of 


the Camel, which ſhall carry thee to Mecca. 


Paris, 14th of the 1/8 Moon, 
of the Year 1650. 


2 
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LETTER II. 
To Minezim Aluph Baſſa. 


Y Intelligence from the Inperial Port ſont 
times arrives late; either through the ne 
lect of Ki/us Darmolec, to whom that Care 
committed, or through the Badneſs of the Ron 
which many Times are impaſſable ; beſides 1 
frequent Stops, and Interceptions of the Poſt! 
this Time of War: which is the Reaſon I don 
always hear of the Z/terations at the Sera! 
and the Changes that are made in the Gov 
ments of the ſhining Empire, till many Moon: 1 
paſs'd: Who is exalted, or who made Maj 
are Things to which Mabmut is for a Time a gt 
Stranger. 
Therefore thou haſt no Reaſon to be offen® 
that I am thus late in ſending to thee my © 
gratulatory Addreſs ; but reſt confident, that 
wiſh thee increaſe of Happinefs, like the /preu 
of the Palm. | 


F 
- 
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As a Mark of my Duty and Affection, I ſhall 


ow acquaint thee with News, which though it 
ay ſeem of ſmall Import to the Divan, yet has 
tled all Europe. , | 

It is the Impriſonment of three of the French 
D-inces 3 not thoſe of the ordinary Rank, but 
Branches of the Royal Stem, whoſe dune are not 
nknown in the Serag/io, the Refidence of Fame. 
hey are the Princes of Conde and Conti, Bro- 
Whers, and the Duke of Longueville, Husband to 
Wheir Siſter. They are the principal Subjects in 
his Nation; all three having the Majeſtict Blood 
of the Kings of France running in their Veins. 

They owe their Confinement to Cardinal Ma- 
carini, or rather to their own inartificial Conduct. 
he Prince of Conde is a paſſionate Man, and has 
ever learn'd how to conceal his Reſentments. 
hen he firſt return'd from the Battel of Lens in 
landers, whereof I formerly gave an Account, 
the Iuſurrection in Paris began. The Prince block'd 
p the City, and promis'd the Cardinal, (againſt 


r 
- * . . © , 


e rhom alone all this Storm was rais'd) That he 
are Wvould either bring him back in triumph to Pa- 
Roi, or die in the Attempt. He perform'd his 
es 


ord ; and the Cardinal rode through the Streets 
ff Paris, in the ſame Coach with the King, Queen, 
nd all the Royal Blood, after the Siege was rais'd, 
and a Peace concluded. And the Prince, when 
e alighted out of the Coach, addreſs'd himſelf 
10; hus to the Cardinal: Now, Sir, I efteem my ſelf 


an/ be happieſt Man in the World, in that I have been 
a e to perform my Engagements, in bringing your 

Eminence back to Paris; and that by my Preſence 
ena be Hatred which the Multitude have for your 
y OB *r/on, was repreſs'd whilft we paſi'd through the 


rect s. 

rout! This too nearly touch'd the Cardinal. And in- 
deed the Queen, with all the reſt, were * 
| taat 


| 
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that the Prince had too far over-ſhot himſelf . 
this laſt Expreſſion. However, the Cardinal u 
ply'd in a kind of Modeſty, - not wholly void 9 
Cho!er and Diſdain ; Sir, ou have not only ob 
mne ts that Height, but have done the Kingdom (il 
conſiderable a Service in this Action, that I fear an 
ther their Majeſties nor my ſelf fhall be ever int 
State to make you anſwerable Compenſation. 

Thoſe who ſtood by and heard theſe inter 

changeable Diſcourſes, were apt to interpret th 
firſt for a Reproach, and the ſecond as a Menace, 
Since it is not uſual for great Men to over-yaly 
the Services they do their King and Country; and 
for Princes, when they cannot duly reward a 
eminent Performance, to turn their Gratitude in 
to Hatred, 
This is certain, That the Prince of Conde hu 
preſum'd much on the Merit of his late Servicez 

and it was not eaſy for the Queen or the Cardin 
to invent ſuch ee as he expecdel 
For he imagin'd they ought to deny him nothing 
2 ſo often hazarded his Life for their It 
tereſt, 

It was on this Ground he thought he had 
Right to interpoſe in a Marriage which Mazaris 
deſign'd to make between one of his Meces alt 
the Duke of Merceur. | 

This Duke is of a Family which has” been | 
long time at Variance with that of the Prince © 
Cond: : And therefore the Prince was jealous le 

the Cardinal, by the intended Match, ſhoul 
fortify his Intereſt among the Prince's Enemies 
and ſo be in a Condition not to want his Pro 
tection; the only thing he was ambitious 0 
For cou'd he have once reduc'd the Cardinal u 
this Neceſſity, he himſelf had been abſolut 
Mafter at Court. Therefore he oppos'd the Mat 
with all Vigour and Induſtry. This * | q 

ardini 
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ardinal. He complains to the Qucen of the 
Ws Unkindneſs. She intercedes, and uſes 
er utmoſt Endeavours to reconcile the Prince 
> this Marriage. But his Brother, the Duke of 
engueville, has ſo poſſeſſ'd the Prince with a 
Wealouſy of the Cardinals Proceedings, That no 
rguments could prevail on him, or overcome 
is fix*d Averſion for Mazarin!'s deſigned Alliance 
ith the Howe of Vendoſr e, (ſo they call the Fa- 
ily from whence the Due of Mercæur is ſprung.) 
Fe rails at the Cardinal, and lampoons him in all 
ompanies. This begets ill Blood in the /upreme 
initer of State, who ſecretly reſolves the Prince's. 
uin. 
In this his Policy and Malice exceeded the 
tty Revenges of the Prince; who being of 
frank, open Heart, contented himſelf with 
ailleries and fatyrical Expreſſions, whilſt the 
ardinal conceal'd his Anger under the Maſque 
extraordinary Civilities; returning all the 
ontempts of the Prince, with a Reſpect 
hah ſeem'd to ſpeak much Affection and De- 
dir. 
He has been a long time tampering with a 
dien which goes by the Name of the Frondeurs. 
heſe were his Enemies, not ſo much in Hatred 
his Perſon, as out of a Zeal to ſerve their 
ountry, which they imagin'd was oppreſs'd un- 
er the Conduct of this Mini/ter. 
Theſe he has lately gain'd over to his Party, by 
preſenting to them the Prince of Conde, as the 
uthor of all thoſe Evils which they aſcrib'd to 
imſelf: Whilſt at the ſame time he. perſuaded 
le Prince, that they had ſome Deſign againſt his 
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= Ju erſon. Thus he artificially blinded both Parties, 

ſoluuid engag'd them in mutual Revenges ; privately 

Man mating the Frondeurs againſt the Prince, and pro- 
ling the Prince to ſeek the Ruin of the Fron- 


deurs, 
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deurs. By this Trap the Prince was inveigled to 
conſent, and give Orders for his own Impriſonment, 
whilit he was made to believe the Arreſt was de. 
ſigned againſt his Enemies; and the People were 
ſatisfy'd, ſince they were e e the Factin 


of the Frondeurs had a Hand in the Plot. 

The 18th of the laſt Moon the three Prince; 
were taken into Caſtody, and ſent to a Place they 
call the Cale of the Wood of Vinciennes, ſome 
Leagues from Paris. The ſame Day the Quen 
ſent for the Dutcheſs of Longueville, to come to 
her; but the wary Dutcheſs would not put her 
ſelf into a Cage. "She immediately fled in Diſguiſe 
to a Sea Town belonging to her Hausband. 

Tis ſaid the Prince of Conde had Notice given 
him of his deſign'd Impriſonment; but that he 
wou'd not eſcape, projecting to himſelf ſome gre 
ter Advantages from the Diſcontents of the Pe- 
ple (who now behold him as a Patriot) than from 
a clandeſtine or fugitive Liberty. This is cer- 
tain, his Coach broke on the Road between Pari 
and Vinciennes; and 'tis thought his Friends might 
eaſily have reſcu'd him: For this Accident occa- 
ſion'd a Stop of fix Hours in their Journey, time 
enough to have rais'd a Thouſand Men to hi 
Relief, being only guarded by ſixteen Cavaliers 
But it ſeems he courts the Cardinal's Perſecution, 
that he may have deeper Grounds for Revenge. 
I know not whether his Policy is juſtifiable or 
no; but if I were in his Circumſtances, I ſhould 
hardly take this Method to gratify my Reſent- 
ments, which in all Probability I ſhou'd not be in 
a condition to accompliſh *till the Greek Ca/end,, 
that is, never. 


Paris, 4th of the 24 Moon, 
of the tar 1650. 
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LETTER III. 


the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 


HE Dewvotees among the Franks talk much 
of the Jubilee that is to be celebrated this 
ear at Rome. They enrich their Fancies with 
he Hopes of I know not what /piritual Treaſure, 
er Which the Roman Mufti, or Pontiff, will diſtribute 
ie Nong the P:/grims that reſort to Rome during 
his holy Year. 
en This, as I am told, is celebrated in Imitation of 
he Nie Sabbatical Near, formerly obſerv'd by the Fews 
e ben they poſſeſſ'd the Holy Land. The Hebrero 
„iter, ſuch as Foſephns, and others, call that alſo 
me Lear of Jubilee. Their Cabalifts, like the Py- 
or. W-420r2275, pretended to derive great Myfterzes 
om certain Numbers: And the Number Sever 
had in particular Veneration by the Hebrews : 
2. erefore they kept every /eventh Day, Week, 
ne Wd Year, Holy. In the /eventh Year it was not 
his ful to till the Ground, plant Vineyards, or ſow 
„ Wy Seed. And when eren times ſeven Years 
ere expired, the Year of Jubilee was proclaim'd, 
eing always the Fiftieth: They proclaim'd it 
y Trumpets, throughout the whole Country of 
aleſtine, in the forty ninth Year. And the 
vezins cry'd in the Gates of their Cities and Sy- 
9g0gues, at the beginning of the Jubilee: Let 
every Man return this Year to his own Pee 
fion and "Tribe, whether he be a Slave or Free. 
He that has ſold his Houſes or Lands, if he 
was not before able to redeem them, let him 
this Year take Poſſeſſion of his Inheritance. 
He that is become another Man's Slave, and 
T7 | « neither 


| 
| 
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„neither himſelf nor his Friends can reden 1 
„ him, let kim this Year be diſmiſs'd, and fenen 
home to the Family to which he belongs ; or 
„ hencetorth he is free by the [nds gence of Marx 
* Law. Let no Man ſow the Ground, nor Mir 
„ther the Fruits that grow of themſelves thiCo 
« Year: But let the Earth, as well as its Inhah 
„ tants, enjoy Liberty and Reſt; for this is th 
* er of Grace and divine Rownty. 

After this manner was the Hebrew Jubilee pro 
claim'd and obſerv'd: And, they fay, reg 
hence aroſe the Cen among the Chrifian 
who, in many Things, may be ſtyb'd the Jar 
Apes. But others {ay, 'That the preſent Rina 
TFubilte is deriv'd from the /ern/ar Games, cole 
brated by their Pagan Ancettors 3 in reg 
this was renew'd every hundred Years at th 
Even as thoſe Games were. Whence it was, t 
the Cryer in thoſe Days, at the Jette of th 
ſoenlar Games,” faid, „Come to the Plays whi 
no Man living has yet ſeen, nor ſhall ever i 
again.“ For Man's Lite bein 8 q 
hort, they thought it improbable that any . 
74 ſhould live to lee this Se/emnity repeated. 

The Modern Jae was firlt publiſh'd g 
Rinifiace IX. Bifſhrp of Rome, in the Year 13000 i 
the Chrifian's Hr At which time he promi 
full and entire Remiſſicn of Sins to all who ſhow 
reſort in Pikrimage to Nene that Year, 
ter him it was celebrated every hundred Yet 
according to his Inftitutien, till the Days 
Clement VI. who at the Inſtance of the Rim 
Citizens, reduc'd it to every fittieth Year. 1: 
Urban VI. another Pepe, reduc'd it to the think 
third Year. And, laſt of all Ps“ II. contra 
the Interval to five and twenty Years: Whic 
Space of Time has been obſerv'd by all his ſan tr 
rs to this Day. | (By 


* 
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If chou wouldſt know the Reaſon why they 
ben dave thus alter'd the Periods 3 it is for Profit. 


; (for in the Year of Jubilee, there is a vaſt Con- 
er of People from all Parts of Exrope z who 
ing a far ater Treaſure into the Roman 
 tWCoffers than they carry away from that City. 
1 ough the Pope, tis ſald, is very liberal of 
e 


hat which they call the ogy of the Church : 
hich is a certain Nd of Merits and 1 dy 


p Graces, left by the M and his Saints in 
onde Cuſtody of this Pre/ate, to ſupply the Deſecte 
4nd Infirmities of ſinful Men: And they be» 
JeeWMicve 'tis only in his Power to diſpoſe of this 


bey Mralth to whom he pleaſes. They talk 
lo of Indu/gences and Pardons, whereby the ho/y 
Father can redeem Men from all Sin, and the 
uniſhments that are due to it: And this won- 
lerful Prerogative, they ſay, does not only be- 
eit the Living, but extends even to the Sou/s 

parte; whom the T= according to their Per- 
whon, can free from the Tormenrs of Purgatory, 
ad at his Pleaſure admit into the Gates of Para- 
iſe, - 

We that are Muy/#/mans cannot declaim a- 
aud the Dofrine of Praying for the Dead, ſince 
W's practis'd by all the Faithfu/: Neither have we 

Kealon to inveigh againſt [ndu/gences, or Releaſes 
rom Penance: But that the cn of granting 
ad diſpenſing theſe Favours ſhould be only re- 
ited in the Chriftian My/t, will not accord 
ith the Faith of a true Believer. We know 
Fo (wore by the Hoof) of his /wift and fairb- 
# Flborach, which in one Night carry'd him 
| Journey of fix Moons, that from thenceforth 
e Aey of Aare or the Place of Priſons, was 
mmitted to him. Doubtleſls the Omnipotent 
an transfer his Cement when, and to whom 
F* bleales, If he once gave this Authority of 
mm remitting 
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remitting Sins to the M:Fah, and Peter his Lin, 


tenant, does it follow that all Peter's Sweceſhn; = 
the Cailiffs of Rome, have retain'd this Privilyy . 
There have been many good Men in that den 25 
and not a few wicked ; ſome Prophets, and ſony 0 
| Magicians ; a Catalogue interſpers'd with Sint — 
Martyrs, Butchers and Devils. 5 
But tis evident they forfeited their Author ! 
when they declin'd from the Truth, from th 
unblameable Profeflion of the Divine Unity, n par 
reſiſted the Me/enger of Heaven, fent to cond 
their Errors, reform their Vices, and reduce Mn 
kind to one Lato of Purity and Light. . 


J write not partially, nor am I imbitte 
againſt the Patriarch of the Romans : He is a M 
like others, ſubject to the Vill of Deſtiny. Th 
Babylonian Cailiffs, and thoſe of Egypt, ſucceſiy 
7 enjoy'd the ſame Power, tranſmitted to tha 

om the Prophet, who ſeal'd up all the form 
Diſpenſations : Yet in time through their 8 
they forfeited their Authority, together vi 
their Empire, when the bright Oſmans conquet 
all Things. Then was the Prophetick Office tm 
lated to our Mufti, the Guide of thoſe who p 
ſeſs the Sepulchre of Mahomet : To him all 
World ought to have Recourſe for Solrtivn of the 
Doubts, Direction in their Lives, Abſolution ii 
their Sins, and for the Paſsport of Immortal! 
the Fefta requir'd of all that enter the Gate e h. 
Paradiſe. ; 

But all Mortals are naturally tenacious 
whatſoever advances their Honour and Intere 
Tings hug empty Titles that yield them no Prol 


And the Roman Biſhops are unwilling to acknol.. 
ledge themſelves diveſted of the Privileges wii = 
were once annex'd to that Chair of Peter: Th reme 


ſhew the Keys, the Symbols of a Power which tan 
have loſt, And the credulous Nazarenes bel'® 
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that Heaven and Hell are open'd and ſhut at their 
Pleaſure. On the Eve of the Meſiab's Nativity, 
the preſent Pope knock'd three times with a golden 
Hammer at the Gates of the principal Moſque in 
Rome; which were then open'd, to ſignify the 
enſuing Year of Jubilee; when the Chri/tiens are 
perſuaded, that Heaven is open to all that viſit 
Rome in this holy Time. 

I wiſh thee a Life of many 7u6i/ces. 


Paris, 9th of the zd Moon, 
of the Tear 1650. 


* 


r. 


7 the Flower of High Dignity, the moſt | 
Magnificent Vizir Azem. 


HE Nl firſt heard the News of the Tou- 
bles that have been at Conſtantinople, the 
Depoſition of Mahomet, the late Vizir Axen, and 
he Advancement of the Fanixar- Aga to that Digni- 
by, I imagin'd it had been Caſim Hal. But it ſeems 
hat brave old Soldier is elevated to a more /ofty 
tation: He has enter'd the immortal Poſſeſſions, be- 
Ing tranſlated to an high Seat: For I underſtand 
he has his Reſt in Paradiſe. On that Hero be the 
Mercies of the ſupremely Indulgent; whilſt I turn 
my ſelf to thee, his /ate Succeſſor in that military 
Honour, but now the Lieutenant of the Shadoz of 
ad. I touch the Earth thrice with my Forehead 
hen I falute thee, Great Prince of the YVizirs, in 
oken of my Humility and Reverence; and in 
remembrance of my Original : That I, who 
n but the Product of 8 a mere Worm, may 

F 2 not 


Courſe between thoſe two Extremes, as Mar. 


are dangerous Places in the Sicilian Seas. 


nice, impriſon'd in the 4 Moon of this Year, 
They ſay, ſince thy Aſſumption to this important 


But they blame the Conduct of him who be 


of their Campaigns are 17 in their Trench 
el 
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not commit an Indecency, when I addreſs to the tun 
bright Image of our auguſt Emperor, who is the Were 
Type of the Sun. 

In ſpeaking of Perſons of thy immenſe Pour, 
I ſtrive equally to ſhun Flattery and Diſreſpect 
endeavouring to deport my ſelf with an even 


ners ſteer between Sy//a and Carybdis. Thek 


All Europe celebrates thy Praiſes, and extol 
thy Juſtice for releaſing the Ambaſſador of J. 


Tru/?, the Ottoman Port is reform'd, and grown 
more civiliz'd ; (for the Franks eſteem all the 
Followers of the Prophet, who could neither writ: yr. 
nor read, as Barbarians.) | 

Here is much Talk about the Defeat given to 
our Forces in Hungary: The French ſpare for m 
Encomiums on the Baſa of Buda, who fought w 
hantly till his Legs were ſhot off; and tha 
caus'd himſelf to be carry'd up and down through 
the Army to encourage his Soldiers. Neither 
do they diminiſh the Glory that is due to his Soy 
who received his Death in defending his Father, 
at what Time the old Captain was taken Pri 
ſoner. 


fieg'd the Fort of Cliqſa, in regard he undertool 
it in the wrong Seaſon of the Year : The Deſel 
of a General's Judgment in ſuch Caſes, is mp 
ny times fatal to an Army. The French are ti 
beſt in the World at ſpying Advantages, and ths 
moſt dextrous in making uſe of them. Mol 


or in light Skirmiſhes ; ſeldom hazarding a Bat 
tle, unleſs on ſome unequal Terms to their own 
Intereſt ; and then they never let lip the Oppo! 

: tun 


Vol. IV. 4 Spy at Parts. 101 


he W unity. This commends their le. but is no 
he Wl great Argument of their Courage: For true Va- 


Jour never regards Dangers. 

Adonai the Few ſends me Word, that the Ve- 
xtians are put in great Hopes of accommodat- 
ing their Affairs with the myſterious Divan, ſince 
the Releaſe of their Baz/o: Vet both they and all 
the Nazarenes reſent highly the ſtrangling of his 
Interpreter. : 

They underſtand. not the Meaſures of the /u4- 
lime Port, full of Wiſdom and Juſtice ; and that 
by the Terror of ſuch Examples, the Minifers of 
he Righteous Throne ſeek to prevent future Wick- 
ineſs. 

In theſe Meſtern Courts, a little Gold or a great 
Friend, ſhall eaſily palliate and procure a Pardon 
or the greateſt Crimes. Their iy here are 
ſlow. in the Execution of Juſtice ; being Stran- 
gers to the impetuous Orders and ſwift Perfor- 


ur rance practis'd in the Eat. Beſides, this [nterpre- 
ha Wer ſported himſelf to Death by the Licentiouſ- 
ug WWeſs of his Tongue. He delighted to play upon 
there, and with an inſolent Laſeivicuſneſs of 


ppeech, to deceive him whoſe high, ſublime and 
emote Intellect, uſes no other Expreſſions of his 


Pri-SVrath, but the Hands of his Mes. It does not 

come the Emperor of the World to be profuſe in 
be Vords, as the Chriſtian Princes are, who take 
toolBWreat Pains to ſatisfy their Vaſali of the Juſtice of 
efetMheir Proceedings. They cannot condemn the 
me vicked without a formal Proceſs, wherein vari- 


us Wits ſhew their Skill in canvaſſing the Cauſe, 
hich, upon ſincere Evidence, may be decided in 
mo Words. This is the any uerade of * 
ſiſice, a mere Trap for Gold, the Secret of the 
gern Lawyers; who enrich themſelves at the 
rice of other Mens Folly, and to the Diſgrace of 
de Monarch who there pretends to command. 

3 Should: 
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Should thoſe Men of Lato ſee this Letter, and 
know who wrote it, how would they not circum. 
ciſe and flay the minuteſt Daſh of my Pen to find 
Arguments of Revenge againſt a Maſſulman? 
All Men are full of themſelyes and their owt 
Principles: And the Nazarenes of the Weſt are f 
brimming with them, that there is no room lek 
for Inſtruction or Amendment. Like the Chinej, 
they boaſt of their own Science and Wiſdom, 6 
puting all the reſt of the World ignorant and blind 

They are ſo narrow in their Tenets, ſo Cogns 
tical in their Deciſions, and ſo conceited of all 
that it 1s difficult for a Man who has convers'd it 
a free Air, to frame himſelf to their Rules. 

By what I have faid thou may'ſt determing 
that it is no eaſy Task for an Arabian Native 
bred in the Seraglio, to conform himſelf adra 
to the Humours and Faſhions of France. Yet I 
curb all the xzatura/ Propenſions of my Birth 
Blood and Education, as much as in me lies, that} 
oy ſerve the Grand Seignior. I am incognitoin 
Reſpects, ſave thoſe wherein I cannot be la 
And I would change my Maſque a hundred Time 


over rather than fail of my Ends. 


n 


What can I ſay more to him who only value " 
Slave for his Deeds? | e C 
I turn not my Back on thee, ſublime Ie ere, 
abſolute Power ; but retiring after the moſt Mur 
ſpectful Manner of the Eat, I make a thouſan icht 
Obeiſances, till the Autipert has cover'd me f, 


thy illuſtrious Preſence. | 
Paris, 1 7th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Nar 1650. 


- 
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LETTER V. 


J Sedrec AP Girawn, Chief Page of 
the Treaſury. 


HOU wilt have Reaſon to wonder at a 
Man pretending Acquaintance with thee, 
whom thou canſt not remember to have ſeen. 
Tis from my Brother Pefe/iha/i, thy former 
later, I received the News of thy late Prefer- 
unt, who art thy ſelf but early in Years; yet no 


a nd Wiſdom. : . * 


Mother, the Widow of an Arabian Soldier, who 
erved my Brother in the Wars of Perſia. There 
ppear'd then ſuch evident Symptoms of thy 
future Wit and Dexterity, as prompted thy Fa- 
der's Captain to take thee into his Protection and 
re; and thy Mother by her Charms ſoon found 
i way to his Boſom. "De | 
I write not theſe Things to reproach thee 
with the Meanneſi of thy Birth: Thy Merits equal 
thee with thoſe who are born of Nob/es. It is not 
he Cuſtom of the Za to prefer Men for their 
"arentage, or becauſe they can ſhew the duty Sta- 
ves of their Auceſtors. This is the peculiar Over- 
Wight of the [nfide/s, to give that Honour to 
Names, and Men of a noiſy Deſcent, which is only 
due to Virtue. There are Families in Rome at this 
Day who boaſt of their Pedigrees, and that they 
ſpring from the renowned Heroes that are re- 
corded in the Hiſtories of that Empire : But they 
glory in their Shame, ſince they are quite dege- 
nerated from the brave Qxalities which enno- 
o bled their Progenitors ; and by their ſordid Acti- 
| .  #* ll ons 


ime is unſeaſonable to a Man mature in Virtue 


I knew thee an Infant in the Arms of thy 
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ons are become a daily Subject for the Deſcants 
of Paſquil. This is an Image in a certain publick 
Place in Rome, to which in the Night- time they 

affix the Libe/s which they dare not own : A kind 
of dumb Satyr on the Vices of the Grandees, not 
ſparing even the chief Mufti of the Chriftians, if 
he is guilty of any Follies which merit to come 
within the Verge of a Lampoon. 

It it no contemptible Jeſt which was in this 
manner put upon the preſent Pope, and one of 
his Nepherws, at the latter End of the laſt Year, 
It ſeems the good old Father had advanced this 
Spart from a poor ignorant Taylor to the Dignity 
of a Roman Baron; beſtowing on him On, 
which brought him a Revenue ſufficient to main- 
tain his Tit/e and Port. All the ancient Nobility 
were diſguſted at this; and ſome arch Wag wa 
ſet at work to ridicule the Pope's Conduct, and 
the new Baron's Honour. Wherefore on the 
Day which the Nazarenes celebrate with great 
Solemnity for the Birth-Day of Fefus the Son of 
Mary, early in the Morning the *fore-mentioned 
Image, Paſqui/, was obſerv'd to be apparell'd all 
in Rags, — a very naſty Habit, with a Schedule 
of Paper in his Hand, wherein was writ, Hoey now, 
. Paſquil 3 what ! all in Rags on a Chriftmas-Day? 
(for ſo they call the Nativity of their Meſfas.) 
And underneath was inſcribed this Anſwer: 
Alas, I cannot belp it; for my TAYLOR i 
become a LORD. 

Yet notwithſtanding the O4/curity of this Man's 
Birth, and the Meanneſ of his former Trade, he 
became an eminent Stateſman after the Pope had 
exalted him to that Dignity ; and lived with an W 
unblemiſh'd Reputation, whilſt he ſaw all, or 
moſt of the ancient Nob:/ity paſquill'd every Day 
for their effeminate Vices. 


By 
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By what I have ſaid thou mayſt be aſſured, 
that I have not the leſs Eſteem for thee, becauſe 
thou-waſt not the Son of a Baſſe ; ſince, had thy 
Father Iiv'd, his Fortune and Courage might 
have promoted him to that Honour, or a Command 
equal to it; and thou thy ſelf art in a fair Way 
to ſupply ſome future Vacancy in thoſe great 
Charges of the Empire. | 

I have no News at preſent to ſend thee, fave, . 
that the three French Princes, of whoſe Impri- 
ſonment I gave an Account to Minezim Alon pb, 
are remov'd by Cardinal Mazarini's Order from 
the Ca/tle of Vinciennes, to a Sea Town call'd Havre 
4e Grace, for fear they ſhould be reſcued by Mar- 
ſbal Turenne, who is much devoted to their Inte- 
-, Wrclt. The Princeſs of Conde is retired to Bowr- 
« deaux, a City at this time in Arms againſt the King, 
having alſo with her the young Dake of Engyein - 

her Son.. 

ul Tic Marſha! de Ja Meilleray is gone with his 
of my to behege this Place; and tis ſaid, the 
ing will ſoon follow with the whole Court. All 
hing ſeem to portend another Relapſe of this 
„e into the o, Diſorders. 

But this is not of ſo near a Concern to us that 
re Muſſulmans, as the Quarrels that I hear are 


J' droach'd between the Farizaries and Spabi's. 
# bey fay, the whole Ortoman Empire is warp'd 
/ W's Way and that Way into contrary. Factions; 


nd that the Serag/io it ſelf is full of different 
ibals, on the Account of theſe Military Orders. 

t afflicts me with extreme Grief to receive no- 
ling but ſad News from the Port, which is, or 
leaſt ought to be, a Fountain of Foy to the tobole 
lertb. I pray Heaven avert the Omen for it looks 
th an ill Preſage, when the Champions of the 
vine Unity are thus divided againſt themſelves. 


F 5 "28. 
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If thou wilt take my Advice, enter not thy elf 
into the Secret of either Party; but poiſing thy 
Affections with Prudence, ſtand neuter to all 
things but the Grand Seignior”s Intereſt. In tha 
be as zealous as thou canſt. As for the reſt, wan 
the Decrees of Deſtiny. 


Paris, 29th of the 5th Moon, , 
of the Near 1650. 


2 — 2 Mi. "—_— 
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LETTER VI. 


To the Kaimacham. $ty 


FN Raphul Eben n the Arabian Pbilii me 
pber has ſaid it, and every Man's Experiene anc 
confirms it; That no human Care can prevent thi 


Accompliſhment of what Heaven has decree of t 
There are certain Moments of our Lives when! al 
in Fate delights to mock our Wit and Prudence D 
to baffle our ſtricteſt Caution, and to ridicule ih 7 
our Conduct, that we may learn the Leſſon of Mime 
fignation, and not truſt too much to our ſelyes. chat 
When !] firſt ſaluted the Light of this MordWo>e) 
ing Sun, my Spirits were ſerene and joyful: NW: 
melancholy Dreams had left their black Imp to be 
ſions on my Mind, no ſadning Thoughts pollaſtie | 


ſed my Soul; I awak'd chearful and ſprighty 


the Lark. After I had ador'd the Omnipetal I. 
and perform'd my accuſtom'd Holy Things, Ine 
1 


ban to refle& on my own Happineſs; in that 1 
o many Years ſerved the /ub/1me Port in d 

Station, full of Difficulties and Perils, yet by 
Misfortune had ever betray'd the leaſt Secret 
my Commiſian. It pleas'd me to think I | 


\ * 
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paſs'd for Titus of Moldavia among the French, 
who are the moſt apprehenſive People in the 
World; and even in the Opinion of Cardinal Ma- 
zarini, who like Fans, has more Eyes than two. 
| embrac'd my ſelf (if I may fo ſpeak) in the 
Conceit of my good Succeſs ; concluding I was 
born under fortunate Stars, and that no Diſaſter 
could ever hurt me. 

But I took wrong Meaſures of the ** of 
Deſtiny, which are as untraceable as the Mines: 
For before Mid- day my Sun was eclipſed; the Air 
of my Sou rufff'd with Stermt, and all my Foy 
turn'd to Mourning and Sadneſs. 

Wilt thou know the Occafion of my Grief? It 
was this. In the Year 1645, according to the 
Style of the Nazarenes, I receiv'd ſome particular 
Inſtructions from the then Vizir Axen, putting 
me in Mind of the Hazards I run in this Poſt, 
and giving me ſtrict Charge to beſtow all my 
Letters in a ſecure place, whether the Tranſcripts 
of thoſe IT write to the ugg? ore of the Port, (for 
[ always retain'd a Copy of the Original,) or the 
Diſatebes J receive from thence. EA 
That Minifter was afraid, leſt I might ſome 
time or other be diſcover'd ; and conſequently 
that my Chamber would be ſearch'd. Therefore 


es, 0 
Mon obeying his Hint, I immediately carry'd all my 
1: MP ritings to Eliachim the Few; knowing his Houſe 


Jo be free from any Jealouſy of the State, and that 
pole moſt important Secrets in the World might 
de there an Age unreveal'd, * 
The Letters of my writing were encloſed” in 
ae Box, and thoſe which I receiv'd from the 
19:x::5/e Port in another. And this was my 
onſtant Cuſtom from that time; as oft as T 
"it to the Minifters of the Divan, or had perus'd 
he Diſpatches which came from them, I diſpoſed 
boch in proper places, leaving all to the Care of 
lachim. F 6 But 


\ 
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But neither his Caution nor mine were ſuffi- 
cient to prevent the Reſolves of Heaven: It was 
determined above that we ſhould loſe. ſome of 
theſe Papers. Eliachim came to me to Day, before 
the Hour of Ulanamifi, all in Paſſion, aſtoniſhed, 
raving and ſtaring like a mad Man. As ſoon 
as he enter'd my Chamber he tore his inner Veſt, 
which was of Crimſon Silk, fring'd round with 
Gold; and cry'd, We are undo ne, betray'd and 
ruin'd. | 

I preſently thought of my Writings ; and ask4 
kim whether they were ſafe. In a Word, he 
told me he had loſt the Box, which contain'd the 
Letters ſent from the Minifters at the Port to me, 
and that his S/ave a Negro, whom he kept in his 
Houſe, was miſſing. Thou may'ſt imagine, fage 
Miniſter, That this News put me into no ſmall 
Confuſion. I preſently ſuſpected that this Villain 
of a Negro had got the Writings, and was gone to 
Cardinal Matarini with em: But then recok 
letting with cooler Thoughts, that this {fricar 
underſtood not Arabick, in which Language alone 
Eliachim and I. us'd to converſe ; and that conſe: 
2 he never could know our Affairs, or read 

e Letters, which might tempt him to ſuch 
Treaſon, I was at a loſs what to think of it: Nev 
ther am ] better ſatisſy d now, though I have ru 
minated on. it theſe twelve Hours: Only 1 think, 
if Cardinal Mazarini has theſe Papers in by 
Cuſtady, he would; have given Orders before tl 
Time to ſeize the ſuppoſed. Titus of Mo/davis; 
for ſome of theſe Letters take Notice of my 
having aflumed that Name: But I cannot pet 
ceive any Attempt has been-made in that kind, 0 
that any body has been to enguire for me at n 
Lodging ; for I ſet Spies to obſerve,” as ſoon 3s [ 
departed thence with Eliachim, which was about 
Noon. We are now together in a Taz 

' 9 J <5 When 


where we ſhall continue 'till we hear farther of 
this Event. As yet we are in the Dark, and full 
of Fears ; but Time, which brings all things to- 
Light, will convince us what we have to truſt to. 


1 In the mean while there is little News, ſave a 
n WDiſcourle of a certain Convention at Norembergh,. 
t, Wand the ont Forres which is celebrated at Rome, 
th where they fay, the Chriſtians chief Mufti, the 


Week before their Beriam, or Eafter, wafh'd the 


vie entertain'd nine Thouſand” of theſe Devo- 
tees at once with a very magnificent Feaſt. They 


he y alſo, that the Pope will get this Year two 
de, Millions of Sequins, by the Reſort of Pilgrims to 
nis chat City. e ate 


The King of Denmar#'s Reſident at this Court 
has receiv'd a Letter, which certifies him that 
his Mafer has declar'd.Prince Chriftian his Son 
ducceſſor in the Throne. it , | 

They talk alſo of a Marriage Jately ſolemniz'd, 
between Charles a German Count, and Charlotte, 
diſter to the, Landgrave of Hefſe-Cafſel. | 

But that which moſt takes u ens Ears, and 
employs their Tongues and Thoughts, are the 
Civil Wars of this Kingdom; which is all in a 
Flame, by Occaſion of the Impriſonment of the 
Prince of Conde, and his Brothers. The Citizens. 
ef Paris are very jocund, at the repeated News of 
the King's ill Succeſs; for they wiſh not well to 
lis Arms, whalt employ'd againft the Ma/-contents. 

Illuftrious' old Gr4ndee, F wiſh thee the Years 
of Neſtor, and thoſe calculated by Fu Moons of 
Proſperity. But I pray Heaves avert from thee 
lome of” his Moments, wherein they ſay he was 
Fl tormented with the Gut, as I am at this Inſtant; 
Wt is a Pain hardly to be ſupported., 2 . 


Paris, 1175 of the 6rb Moon, 


of the Nar 1630. + 2 * LET: 


4 
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Feet of twelve Pi/grims ; and that Cardinal Lude- 
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LETTER VII. 
D the ſame. 


Y the God whom I adore, and by his Shad, 
I ſwear there is no Diſloyalty in Mahnmut, 
et his Life is full of Temptations and Peril 
he Box. of Letters I mention'd in my laſt, is 
irrecoverably gone, and laid up in the Bowel 
of the Earth, if we may believe the Confeſſion 
of a Man; every Angle of whoſe Heart hu 
been ſearch'd with exquiſite Torments, even tof 
Daath.:-:..-; 1. 12 

liachim's Slave, the Negro whom I ſpoke of, 
miſtook that Box for one very like it, out d 
which he had often ſeen his Maſter take Jewell 
for this is the particular Merchandife of thut 
Fer: And the Weight of each was not ſo une 
qual as to rectify his Error. Lucre.tempted him, 
and the Deſire of Liberty; whilſt the'Darkneh 
(for he committed the Villany before Sun - riſing 
and his own guilty Fears, conſpired to baffle hi 
intended Theft. The Boxes ſtood together, (6 
careful was Fliachin of the ſublime Secrets as not 
to ventute em in a place leſs ſecure than that df 
his 'Fewe/s,) and the Villain hafty to be gone, and 
confounded for want of Light, took up that where, 
in were the Mitingi, inſtead of his deſigned Frey, 
the Jewel. * . mo 5 | 4 
ur to this ſuppoſed Treaſure in t 
preg 8 private Rate where he might 
take it forth at Diſcretian : But, hiſt opening the 
Box, to ſupply himſelf with ſuch Scones as be 
thought would be unqueſtionable Pawns fot 
Money, to anſwer his - preſent Neceſſities, that 
ſo he might the better provide for his Concer 


ment 


, 
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ment; he was aſtoniſhed, and his Heart became 
like Lead, when he found nothing but Papers 
full of Characters, to which he was wholly a 
Stranger. A Thouſand Reſolutions preſented 
themſelves to him in that Agony of his Mind, 
and he knew not what to fix on. Sometimes he 
thought to carry the Box back again as he found 
it; and ſince his Deſign had been thus ftrangely 
baulk'd, to content himſelf till another Opportu- 
nity. But then he confider'd *twas too late to 
reh return before his Maſter would miſs both his $/ave. 
ion WM and Box; for the Sun was now far advanced in 
hu our Hemiſphere, and Eliachim is an early riſer. 
i to In a word, therefore, he thought it the ſafeſt 
way to bury it in the Ground, as he firſt intend- 
oh ed had it been the Box of Fervels, and fo ſhift for 
| of himſelf. Propoſing to himſelf this Advantage in 
eln hiding the Papers in a ſecure Place, that if they 
that were of Value, he might at any time make Com- 
ne poſition with his Ma/fer, by diſcovering where 
im, they were. | e N | 
nei All that J have here related, is drawn from his 
ing own Mouth in the midſt of Tortures. For E/ia- 
* hu cbim ſoon heard of his fugitive Negro, who was 
ſeiz'd on the Road to Lyons by ſome Correſpon- 
dents of this Few. Who having Intelligence of 
it, took Horſe immediately, and went to the 
and Place. He did not think it ſafe to make a publick 
ere Buſineſs of it, or to arraign him before the ap- 
rei pointed Judges of the Country; but relying en 
ela the Juſtice of his Cauſe, and the Right of a Mafer, 
the he privately put him to Tortures of divers Kinds, 
nent in a Houſe where he could command any thing. 
the The ftout African at firſt deny'd that he had 
lei medled with any Box, ſaying, he efcap'd purely 
for for the ſake of Liberty. But when a Sirceſſion of 


(6 
"Not 
it of 


tha divers Torment had quite overthrown his Con- 
ei dancy, he confeſſed all that I have already related. 
| Zliachim 


ent 
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Eliachim till ſuſpecting worſe, and that he only 
fram'd this as a plauſible Story, to be freed from, 
or at leaſt to reſpite the Pains he ſuffered; causd 
ſharp Thorns to be thruſt under the Nails of his 
Fingers and. Toes; believing that the Extremity 
of ſo ſenfible a Pain would extort the true Secret 
from him. But he could get nothing elſe from 
the poor excruciated Negro, though now almoſt 
ready to expire, than that he had hid the Box un- 
der Ground in a certain Corner of a Field out of 
the City, to which he. knew not how to dired 
Eliachim, but promis'd to ſhew it him if he would 
p cory him alive to Paris. , 
his was no hard Task to perform in the Opi- 
nion of the Jet; it being but a Day's Journey to 
this City from the Place where they then were, 
But he was deceived in his Hopes; and now all 
the Applications and Cordials they could uſe, came 
too late; for that very Night the Negro breath'd 
out his Sou. | 
However, when Eltachim came to Paris, he 
follow'd the Directions of his dead Slave, as well 
as he could, in ſearching every Corner. of the 
Fields op that -Side of the. City where this Black 
had · been ſeen to go out. But all to no Purpoſe. 
He cou'd find nothing; nor have we any Hopes 
ever to ſee that Box again. Yet I have many 
alms of Fear, leſt ſome time or other it ſhould 
come to light, to our Diſadvantage and Ruin. 
I I defire thy Inſtructions, ſage Gonernor of the 
Capital City, how I. ſhall deport my ſelf if it be 
my Lot to be diſcover'd. As to the remaining 
Box, which has in it the Tranſcripts of my own 
Diſpatches, I have taken it home to my Lodging, 
believing it will be as ſafe here as in the Houle 
of Eliachim : ſince that faithful Fer is no more 
exempted from Contingencies than my ſelf: And 
I. have no Servant to betray me. Thi 
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This Kingdom abounds at preſent in Treaſons 
and Rebellions. The French ſpare not to maſſacre 
one another for the ſake of a Paſſion: While the 
Spaniards make their Advantages of theſe inteſ- 
tine Feuds; for under Pretence of aſſiſting the 
Princes of the Blood, they get Footing in Picardy, 
from whence it will not be eaſy to expel them. 
Leopold, Arch-duke of Auſtria, is at the Head of 
the Spaniſh Army, and has taken ſeveral Towns 
belonging to the French King. 

When the Qzarrels of theſe Infidels will end 
I am not ſollicitous; my Thoughts being ever 
taken up in the Service which I owe to the En- 
fire of true Believers. 
I cannot bid thee adieu, illuſtrious Xaimacbhan, 
till J have aſſur'd thee I am macerated with Zeal 
for the Grand Seignior. 


Paris, 23d of the 9th Moon, 
of the Near 1650. 


LETTER VIII. 
70 Solyman Kuſlir Aga, Prince of the 
Black Eunuchs. | 


Fter I had sd thy Diſpatch, wherewith 

thou haſt 23 8 8155 Mahbmut; and 
| was full of Joy for the continued Demonſtrati- 
ons of thy Friendſhip and Protection; ſo my Breaſt: 
conceived an Indignation at the Affront which 
las been offer'd to the ſublime Port by the Cham 
of the Tartars, in prefuming to demand the Tute- 
Ee of our auguſt Emperor. It is an Indignity to 
the Miniſters of ſupreme Juſtice and Honour, Lights 

2 
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of the Imperial Divan, to whom is committed 
the Cognizance of all human Events; the illuſtri. 
ous Vizirs, who manage the Affairs of the mighty 
and invincible” Satan Mahomet, whoſe Throne may 
God fortifie, till the Moon thall no more appearin 
the Heavens. CRE TEL | 
. Thoſe People have been ever thirſty of Rule, 
and 'tis number'd among the © Virtues of their 
Anceſtors, that they enlarg'd their Dominions by 
the keen Edge of their Swords. But in all the 
Regifters and Archives of the Empire, it has not 
| been found, that any of that Nation challeng'd 2 
| Right to govern our Sultan, though during ther 
Minority. It is ſufficient, | that they ſhall have 
the Honour (according to the ancient Capituieti 
oni) to faceted in the Throne of the Oſman Princes 
if ever that ſacred Line ſhould be extinẽt: Which 
Gd avert, till the nal Conſummation. | 
It is a Wonder they demanded not alſo hi- 
Royal Brothers, the other Sons of Sulram Ibrahim; 
that ſo they might at one Blow cut off the whole 


8 Race, and take  Pofoffron of the wacaat 
Hrone. 


I have not heard. any thing theſe many Moor: 
what is become of thoſe High- born fat; whe 
ther they are alive, or ſacrificed to the Jealouly 
of the Su/tan, as has been the Cuſtom. re are 
various flying Reports. concerning them. Some 
ſay that thou haſt convey'd away Su/tan Achmet, 
and that he is privately educated in the Houſe'v! ; 
a certain Georgian. The Blefling'of Mabomet b mn 
upon thee, and refreſh thy Heart, if thou hal I 
taken this Care to preſerve the Lifz of an Ofnuſ G, 
Prince, which is more precious than a 'Hundredli (. 
thouſand of common Birth. 

As for Solyman and the reſt of that ſublnt 
Race, the French give em over for loſt; and I car 
not contradict em, Wer 


\ 
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Beſides I have Reaſon to fear it is too true, in 
regard it has been the cruel Practice of all, dr 
moſt of our late Emperors, either to ſlaughter their 
Brethren as ſoon as they aſcended the Throne, or 


to put em to a more lingering Death and Martyr- 
dom in a Priſon. 


r Tis true indeed, our preſent Sovereign is not 
by yet arriy'd to thoſe Years wherein Children com- 
" monly loſe their native Innocence. I believe he 


ſuſpects none of his Brethren, nor harbours any 
unkind Thoughts againſt their Lives. Yet Cru- 
elty may be inſinuated into his tender Years by 


_ the Artifices of his Mother ; eſpecially againſt 
. thoſe of his Father's Blood, that did not alſo par- 


take of hers. For Sultan Ibrahim, thou know'ſt, 
ich * S by other Women beſide the Sultana- 
alede. | ] 
will The Malteſe think they have one of theſe Royal 
au lafants in their Poſſeſſion: Thou knowelt the 
ole whole Story of thy Predecgſſor : Voyage toward 
et, with his beautiful S/ave and her Son, 
whom theſe Infide/s honour as the. OF ſpring of the 
Tu Grand Seignior. Thou art not pn alto, that 
"i this Iafant, with his Mother, were baniſh'd out 
,uh of Jealouſy, by the Order of her who bore in 
e ber womb: Sultan” Mabomet, our glorious Sove- 
mel ien. The Remembrance of which makes me 
e tremble for the fake of the young Princes, if there 
ſe df be any yet remaining alive. It is in thy Power to 
certify me, and in doing ſo, thou wilt rid me of 
bat much Anxiety. be 
I am but a S/ave of the Slaves who ſerve the 
Crand Seignior; and it is not decent for me to de- 
ſcant on the Actions of our moſt ab/olute Monarch 
whoſe Will is not to be controul'd : But I am ſtill 
a Man, and have ſome Share of Humanity and 
Reafon, Thou alſo art my particular Friend. 
and wilt permit me to diſcourſe with Ax 
as 
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Was it not a Bloody Feaſt, to which our King, af 
Great Grandfather Mabomet III. invited nine. 
teen of his Brethren on the Day of his [naugura. 
tion ? Was it not a cruel Act, to cauſe thoſe Royal 
Gueſts, in whoſe Veins ran the Blood of his own 
Father, to be ſtrangled before they departed from 
his Table? No leſs inhuman was it of Mahone!, 
the late Vizir Axen, to guide the Hand of this 
our preſent Sovereign, when but fix Years old, and 
incapable of knowing what he did, to ſign a Var. 
rant for the Execution of his Father. Well may 
the Nazarene call us Barbarians, when they con. 
template the Empire of the Muſſu/mans, ſupported 
by ſuch zxnatural Methods. 

Thou that haft the ſuperlative Honour of be- 
Ing the immediate Guardian of our young En- 
ror, wilt pardon the Liberty I take. Aſcribe al 
to the Force of my Zeal and Loyalty. Thou art 
valiant and wiſe. Protect oy Charge as the Cry 
fal of thine Eyes, which thou wilt not ſuffer to 
be hurt by the Duſt of the Streets, 


Paris, 14th of the 10th Moon, 
of the Tear 1650. 2 
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LETTER IX. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


NR all my Philoſophy, I have not 
Command enough of my Paſſion, to con- 
ceal it from thee, who haſt always been the Par- 
taker of my unequal Fortunes. Whatever Mag: 
nanimity of Spirit I pretended to formerly in my 


Sickneſs, 'tis at preſent overcome by the vo 4 
; a 
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Faſe. At that time, I remember, ſome Stroical 
Conſiderations made me induſtriouſly hide fro 

hee the tormenting Pains I felt. I endeavour 

to diſguiſe my Sufferings, and to paint my Miſery 
in ſuch Colours, that it could hardly be di- 
ſinguiſhed from Happineſs. But now I have not 
Courage enough to hide from thee my Fears and 


vie WApprehenſions : And all Seneca's Morals are too lit- 
nd le to hinder me from complaining of the Uhcer- 


tainty that we daily experience in human Affairs. 
his is a Theme ſo popular, that were not my par- 
icular Misfortunes very preſſing, twould make 
ne ſick to ſay any thing on a Subject, that has 
deen in every Man's Mouth fince the time that our 
rſt Father appear'd among the Trees. Therefore 
hou may ſt be aſſured, I am not going about te 
all Wake a Declamation, or play the Orator; to ex 
art Nate and make large Deſcants on the Inffability 
f all Things. What I have to ſay, refers to my 
elf, and no Body elſe, fave to thoſe who are the 
Decaſion of my Melancholy. 
In the 10th Moon of the laſt Year, I ſent a 
Letter to Kenan Baſſa, the new Haſnadar Baſjy. I 
we a Copy of it by me, as I always retain of 2 
ver Diſpatches J ſend to the ſublime Port, whe- 
her 5 the public Miniſters, or my private 
riends. 
have perus'd this Letter ſeveral Times within 
heſe eight and forty Hours, and can find no 
uſt Ground of Offence, which that Grandee cou'd 
ike thereatz unleſs he was angry with me for 
lefiring him to be careful in tranſmitting my 
loney. As for the Reſt, I only obey'd the par- 
cular Inſtructions I received from Mahomet the 
ite Vizir Azemz who commanded me not to 
pare the greateſt Miniſter of the Port, If I had 
Reaſon either to counſel, or to reprehend him: 
or {aid he in his Letter, To this End art thou plac'd 
at 
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#t ſuch a Diſtance, that beſides the Serwice thou di 
eur Sovereign in diſclaſing the Secrets of the Inj. 
dels, thou may'/t alſo be free to' write, whatery 
thou thinkeft will conduce to bis Intereſt, witlun 
OE in fear of the Revenge of the Grande 

eſe were the very Words of the prime Min: 
fter of the Ottoman Empire. 

Now I only told him of ſome Miſcarriagesh 
his 2 warning him to be wary in li 
Station. Either he was offended at this Freedon 
1 took, or becauſe I preſum'd to adviſe him hoy 
to order my Bi//s. Be it which it will, T have 
ſevere Reprimand from the Reis Efendi, whom 
have the * Reaſon in the World to eſteen 
my Friend. 3 

It wou'd never have vex'd me, had he wron 
plainly, and not diſguiſed his Sentiments. But { 
was obſcure, ſaving one blunt Expreſſion, whit 
convinc'd me, That the real Ground of all thi 
Anger was my Letter to Kenan, wherein I delui 
his Care as to my Money. 

Can that Miniſter blame me for being app 
henſive of Want in a foreign Country, a k 
gon of Infidels, where I have no other Comme . 

ut with Courtiers and Strangers: where it 
ſhould be in the leaſt ſuſpected, they would p 
ſently put me in Priſon, which wou'd hazard 
Diſcovery of the ſublime Secrets? Does he nl 
know that Money commands all Things; 
that the greateſt Potentates abey the Power 
Cold? It cannot be Deer but that a Man Wl; 
my Poſt has a thouſand prefling Occaſions | 

Aoney, which 'tis troubleſome to expreſs ; al 
I have had very wrong Notions of my Employn! 
if I deſerve on this Account, to be reprovi 
and threaten'd with ſuch palitick Circumlocu 
ons: For the Secretary charges me with Un 
lingneſs to continue in the Service of the 55 
* , 
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405% Port; as if he thought my Fidelity were 
— . — or that I had an Rin ia to the Na- 
raren Intereſt. een 340 
I tell thee, my D et, Perfidy I ever abhorr'd: 
This appears to me the moſt terrible and odious 
f all Vices; I could bear the Guilt and Re- 
roach of a great many Crimes, which have leſs 
f Malice in their Conſtitution. I am not aſham- 
of many venial Frailties which I daily 
ommit, though the Laz is ſevere againſt them. 
ut cou'd an) Man accuſe me of wilful Treache- 
v and Ingratitude, .I wou'd pray inſtantly, That 
he Luminaries of Heaven might be extinguiſh'd, 
nd that no terrene Subſtance might henceforth 
ye init the leaſt potential Light ; that fo I might 
either be capable of ſecing my ſelf, or of being 
pos'd to the Eyes of others: And the better 
d eſcape the Confuſion which would attend 
tat hortid Guilt, I would not only avoid hu- 
un Society, but if it were poſſible I-wou'd run 
ay from my ſelf 4 n 
After all this, methinks ſuch a Temper need 
t be ſuſpected, as averſe from the Intereſt to 
hich he has ſo ſolemnly ſworn. 
I wou'd not have troubled thee with the News 
any other Affliction; but to be ſuſpected of 
hat 1 never was guilty of, and to be menac'd in 
rk "myſterious Terms, not by an Enemy, but 
W ny Friend, and one who has in his keeping 
e immortal Records of my Zeal and Integrity; 
cuts me to the Heart: And I had no other 
as eaſe my ſelf, but by venting my Anguiſh 
thee. 
If any of the Miniſters will charge me with 
ſeakne ſs, or want of Ability to act in this Stati- 
I ſhould have no Reaſon to repine; ſince none 
FW 'hem can think ſo meanly of Mahmut, as he 
3 of himſelf. I-boaſt of nothing, but a Loyalty 
4 to 
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* Truſt, incapable of being 


1 forget that I am a Mun, and th 
Ru e to de relign'd to the Wi? of Wa 
in all without Com t or Murny 
Bekides, I e oblige in many Rey 
to the Reis budi and therefore he may 
allow'd to take his own Advantages. Perhaps j 
R may be Juſt, and ds my own Peevil 
that hinders we from diſce it. 
ever, I cou'd with he wou'd hen th exprd 
his Reſentments with les Obſcurity, and u 
* me Grounds to apprehend the Lok of u 


For, w I onee love, I hate a Change. * 
if thou deeſt of the Game Mind, we two fu 
8 our Friendſbip to the other fde of 

ave. 


bh of the 11th Moon, 
CLIT 
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LETTER X. 


N% the Reis Effendi, Principal 
of the Ottoman Empire. 


F thou wilt permit me to learn ſomething i: 
Ht/bandmen, they fy, "tis not profitable 
8 whoſe barren Glebe brings u 
N 2 — 
er 
Grows of on and Anger among Fr 
call it reſumption in me, to challenge ſuch 2 
latien between us: Or, if thou owneſt the 


4 
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' a Friend, thou wilt claim a Right to reprove 
e. Be it how it will, Reproots make the beſt 
pyrefion when they are given with Mildneſs 
dd Moderation 3 efpecually, they ought not te 
founded on a Miſtake, or falfe Apprehenhon. 


— vr they a like Arrows ditcharg'd in the 
y Ws which being ſhot at random, may, by Si- 
„ undeſerv'd Wound, make an Enemy of a 
end, or at leaſt render a Friend ſuſpected to be 
17 Enemy. 

but I tell thee, I will not blow up the Embers 
Fre, whoſe Flame is extinguiſh'd long ago, 
£ \99 whereot dy this Time, I hope there remains 


dt the leaſt Smoak. I never lov'd to add Fuel 
ſuch Caſes : Otherwiſe, had I return'd an An- 
er to thy angry Letter in the Heat of my Re- 
ments. I might have play'd the Incendiary 2 
r 1 bad both Matter enough, and Paſſion fut- 
ent to ventilate the already kindled Sparks. 
pd of this I know thou art ſenſible. 
Well z to make the bet Conſtruction of it: 
be Hi/nadar-Bafſy was affronted, I believe, at 
Freedom I took in adviſing him ; not knows- 
| that I had poſitive Orders to do fo, even te 
1 iter of State, if I aw Occahon. And 
vent his Choler, he miſrepreſented the Butt 
to thee, hoping by thy Means to awe me in- 
2 awning Acknowledgment of my ſuppoſed 
me. If this was thy Intention in writing that 
p Letter, I mile at his Miſtake, but am for- 
ter thine, becauſe I eſteem thee my Friend. 
was but an Overſight in you both ; and ſo let 
Pals. | 
hy Friendſhip I court, and refuſe not his, nor 
of my Ofcer of the Serag/io. I honour alk 
Baſa and Mi nijters of we Imperial Pert: 1 
v to every one the Reſpect that is due to his 
a:i'y - But I am commanded to wrice wich 
G treedoun 
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Freedom to all, and not to ſpeak, as if I had H fte 
bearded Head of a Barley Stalk on my Tonga 
- which is apt to ſlip down a Man's Throat, af 
— threatens to choak him that ſpeaks whilſt it is j 
his Mouth. This Charge I firſt receiv'd from th 
late Vizir Azem Mahomet, and it has been find 
renew'd with freſh Inſtructions from others { 
great Authority. They all tell me with much A 
ſurance, that one chief End of my being plac 
Here is, that being out of the Limits of the 0 
roman Empire, yet holding a conſtant Intelligeng 
| | IJ may freely, and without fear, reprove the Viet 
| | and encourage the Virtues of the greateſt C 
mors and Princes among the Muſſul/mans. Nay, 
am threatned with Puniſhment, and the Suit 
Diſpleaſure, if I negle& any Opportunity of f 
1 Nature, or appear partial and timorous in my 
1 Prehenſions. 

[| For it ſeems this is judged the moſt rex 
and effectual Method to reform the Corrupti 
that are crept into Court, Camp and City ; fin 
every Man is oblig'd to communicate the Lett 
which he receives from me: And they are 
regiſtred by thy Care: Whereby the Grandes 
eompell'd, either to live within the Limits 
Juſtice and their _ or elſe to be the Dif 

verers of their own Faults ; which will unavd 

ably bring them into Diſgrace, if nat the L 
of their Liberty and Lives; or at leaſt put the 
to the Expence of coſtly Preſents to make tit 
Atonement. And thou knoweſt ſome Men wol 
almoſt as willingly part with their Lives as ti 
Money, which is their Gad. 

After all this, I hope thou wilt not be diſple 
ed if I perform my Duty. It is not for me 
be frighted with Menaces, or ſoftned with Bri 
My Integrity is Proof againſt the Pride of 


one, and Baſeneſs of the other. Yet I * 
Sos e 
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ſteem for the Treaſurer and thee, with other Mi- 
ert who are my Friends. I could to ſerve 
ch freely hazard my Liberty, Fortune, and any 
ing but my Honour, which I value at a far 
jzher Rate than my Life. 

Thou may'ſt regiſfer it for a Truth, That an 
nip Ambaſſador was in the 6h Moon of this 
ear murder'd by Villains in his Chamber at 
[adrid, the Capital City of Spain. There has been 
ſo a great Battel fought in Scotland, between 
e Army of that Nation, who -maintain their 
ing's Intereſt, and the Forces of the new Eng- 
bþ Commonwealth ; wherein the latter obtain'd a 
pnal Victory, having kill'd three thouſand on 
je Spot, taken nine thouſand Priſoners, fif- 
en thouſand Arms, two hundred Enfigns, 
all their Cannon and Baggage. Theſe are 
oſperous Beginnings of that Republict, and re- 
pund much to the Honour of the Exgliſb Gene- 
Oliver, whom every body extols for a gallant 
m. And J can aſſure thee the Veſtern Nations 
e not barren of Heroes. | 

Principal Scribe of the N I wiſh thy 
eart may be a Tranſcript of the beſt Copies. 


Iris, 1/7 of the 12th Moon 
Ml the Dar 1650. . 


Ga - LET. 


- » 
ee — .. — — —— l.. — — 
. 
o 
* 
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will not be forgot by thoſe who 
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LETTER XI. 


To Solyman Aga, Principal Chamberliy 
of the Womens Apartments in the 
raglio. 8 


HES E Tartars, of whom] ſpake to the 
in my laft, are a ſtrange ſort of People i 

their Manner of Life. But we muſt not cenſun 
'em, becauſe we are of Kin. I ſpeak not of n 
ſelf : For though I am an Arab, yet the gretd 
Part of thoſe who ſerve in the Armies of th 
Grand Seignior, are deſcended from the Crims. 
mean the Spahis and Timariots. Thou know! 
-the Originals of the Military Orders, and that th 
are more honourable than the Foxit 3 wht 
being Strangers by Blood, are brought up to ti 
Lure of the Seraglio. They know neither Fatly 
nor Mother, (I ſpeak to the Tributary Youtt 
nor have they any partial Fondneſs for their 
tive Country. They are educated in a perfect f 
ſignation to the Grand Seignior, and his chief W 
niſters ; 2 often diſobey both, and not ſeldom p 
'em in Hazard of their Lives How many V 
have been ſacrificed to a cunning Fanizar-4ul 
who, to prevent his own Ruin, has teimpted tha 
under his Command to mutiny, and accept of 1 
Atonement for their pretended Grievances, 
than the Life of the fr Deputy? The rigid FM 
of Sultan O/man, Uncle to our preſent Sovere! 
6 the Ot im 

Family better than theſe bafard Hector, Shall 


Empire of true Believers be ruin'd by the hei 
gades ? Beſides, their Diſcipline is extremely e erefe 
rupted; they marry, and follow Mechanic+ Trac, th 

Fray 


Fepngnaut to the auſtere Manners of the 
1 TOY il 
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tive Guards, who are wholly attentive to Mar- 
al Exerciſes, 1 | 

Were this to come to the Hands of a Jani xary, 
would curſe me to the Pains which have net- 
er Medium nor End. Yet I had once a Friend 
that Order, Caſſim Hali, the chief Aga, a brave 
In, and of the ſame Sentiments as my ſelf: 
e ſought to reform that diſorderly Militia, but 
2s oppos'd by the wiſe Men in Power. He 
ou'd freely have ſacrificed his own Grandeur 
d Intereft for the Good of the Maſulman Em- 
re; but was over-aw'd by thoſe who had no 
her Inteteit but in-its Ruin. ; 
Thou know'ſt who I mean. Neither am Ia 
ranger to the heroick Bravery of the faithful 
hnan, when he bearded the Bo/7argi Aga on that 
count, That Gardiner was of the Faction, being 
> Son of a Fanizary, and train'd up in all the 
atices of the Seditious. It makes me aſham'd, - 
en I hear the 7nfidels upbraid the Wiſe of the 
iſe, the ſupreme Monarch on Earth with Folly, - 


>} permitting this inſolent and mutinous Soldiery 
continue in the Empire. And I tremble to 
i. chat one time or other the renown'd O 


ing of Ertogriel will owe its Ruin and Cataſtro- 
to theſe diſloyal Vipers, whom he cheriſhes in + 
Seraglis. | 
uch more aſſur'd is the French King of his 
ards of Switzers ; whoſe Fidelity was never 
I'd with the leaſt infamous Brand of Perfidi- 
neſs, in taking up Arms againſt their Maſter, 
ee Bread they eat. Theſe are mercenary Sol- 
rs, who travel out of their Native Country to 
e Foreign Princes, and will ſhed the laſt Drop 
their Blood rather than betray their Truſt. 
erefore they are admitted into the Palaces, and 
th the Bed-Cambers of the Pope and the King | 
WI france, with full Confidence of their Valour © 
Integrity. G 3 EY 
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As for their Country, it is barren and p 
conſiſting chiefly of Rocks and Deſerts ; whi 
occaſions the Youth, who are generally ye 
ſtrong and hardy, to ſeek their Subſiſtence abrog 
by ſerving in the Guards and Armies of nei 
bouring Monarchs and States. 

Some Regiments of the Stoit ers now ſerve! 
the Wars of Candy, under the Standard of Ven 

There are Veſſels arriv'd lately in ſome of i 
French Harbours, which bring News of the] 
Succeſs of our Arms in the Siege of Candia, i 

chief City of that Hand. They talk, as if aba 
- two thouſand Muſſul/mans were blown up int 
ninth Moon; and that Chuſaein Baſſa, diſcoun 
by this Loſs, and with the Inconveniences of 
approaching Winter, was forc'd to raiſe the dj 
in the Moon of October. 

The French magnify the Valour of the Au 
of Malta, who ſignaliz'd themſelves by ma 
brave Actions during this Siege: And if all 
true that is related of theſe Chriſtian Chani 
we cannot in common Juſtice deny 'em their 
Character, and number ſome of them at |: 
among the Heroes. 

Otherwiſe, we ſhou'd come ſhort of ti 
* Weſtern Nazatenes in Generofity, who, with nol 
honourable Expreſſions, extol the repeated U 
rage and invincible Conſtancy of the illuſm 


Chuſatin, and the Alacrity of all the Muſu | * 

Soldiers in the Service of our great Mafter. A 
Yet they cannot forbear reflecting on the Co. 1 

ardice of the Fanizaries ; who, after that! he 


Blow, had they ſtoutly maintain'd their dg; h 
Poſts, that brave Baſa wou'd not ſo ſoon Ms 
quitted the Sizge of this important Place. 
As for other News I have little to acqui 
thee with, fave a ſeeming Calm at preſent in \W- 
Kingdom of France, which has for the gt 
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part of the Year, been harraſs'd with Civi/ Di ſ- 
irds and Slaughter. Bourdeaux, the chief City 
hich held out againſt the King, is now reduc'd 
to Obedience, the pacify'd Monarch retired, and 
here is now Appearance of Peace. 

The Queen of Sweden, we hear, was ſolemnly 
rand in the tenth Moon of the laſt Year, having 
declared for her Succeſſor Carolus Guſtavus, Prince 
P1/atine, and her Couſin. 

In the ſame Moon died the Prince of Orange; 
ind ſoon after the Count d' Avaux, a French 
randee, and Miniſter of State. x 
In the mean time I rejoice to hear, that my 
ld Friends are alive and flouriſhing ; and that the 
Knot is not looſened which was tied in our Nouth. 
May it continue firm to the Day of the Earth- 
quake, and to a Term unlimited. 


Paris, 29th of the 1} Moon, 
of the Nar 1651. - 


— * — — 
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LETTER XII. 


7 Kiſur Darmelec, Secretary of the 
Nazarene Affairs at the Port. 


N the Name of God and his Prophet, what 
Occaſion hadſt thou to ſend me ſuch an an 
Letter ; thou that art thy ſelf but a S/ave, as 
am, to the Slaves of him whoſe Throne is above 
the Flight of the Eagle! Doſt thou think ta 
Irghten Mahmut into ſordid Compliance with 
thy Ambition, whom nothing can terrify, ſa 
long as he preferves himſelf free from any Stain 
of Diſloyalty ? I tell thee I'm another Achilles, 
nrulnerable all over, ſave the Soles of my Feet, 
G 4 which 
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which are the Emb/ems of our moſt tender Aeg. 
ont. There thou may'ſt wound me with the ſoß 
Arrows of pretended Friendſhip. But if once 
thou appeareſt with the naked Face of an Eneny, 
I'm preſently on my Guard. : 
Thou accuſeſt me of many Crimes whereof 
I was never guilty, loadeſt me with a Thouſand 
undeſerved Reproaches, and all to vent thy Cho- 
Jer: Threatning me with Revenge, becauſe ! 
once excus'd the Lateneſs of my Addreſs to Min-. 
zim Aluph Baſſa, then newly veſted by our muni- 
ficent Sultan, by laying the Blame on the Badneſs 
of the Ways, or the Inſolence of Soldiers, by 
whom the Poſs are often intercepted in Time of 
War : Or, in fine, on thy Neglect in not ſupply- 
ing me with more early Intelligence. Wherein 
*tis eaſy to diſcern, that thou wert the laſt I 
wou'd accuſe to that Miniſter, though thou wert 
- Principally in the Fault. For I was afterwards in- 
Haw, hat the Pots were neither retarded by 
any impaſſable Roads, or ſtop'd by the Orders of 
military Men, but arriv'd here at their accuſtom'd 
Seaſons. Wherefore thou - haſt no Reaſon to be 
offended at me, unleſs it be for the Shortnels 
of my Accuſation, and that it was defective in 
Malice. | 
Thou would'| take it ill, if in my own Defence 
I ſhould complain to the Yizir Azem of thy fre- 
2 Neglects in this kind. But I ſcorn to vin- 
icate my ſelf at the Price of another Man's 
Diſgrace and Peril. Only I adviſe thee to 
forbear Threatning. It is a Reflection on thy 
Prudence to menace a Man who has no other 
Reſeritments of thy Paſſion, than to own himſelf 
| oblig'd to thee for ſo open a Diſcovery of it. 
Would'ſt have the very Spleen of my Humour? 
I ſmile at thee. Thou has made me as jocund as 


Democritus, If thou know'f not who I * 


* 
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was a pleaſant ſort of a Philoſopher, to whom 
human Actions were Objects of Mirth. There 
23 another whining Sage that perpetually wept. 
he moſt comical Paſſages, and ſuch as mov'd 
| Men to Laughter, drew Floods of Tears from 
is Eyes: His Name was Heraclitus. It is hard 
and WW determine which of theſe two was in the right. 
ho- Wut I think I am not much in the wrong to be a2 
Ine pleaſant with thee : Perhaps it may put 
ee into a better Humour. However, I would 
mi. Wot have thee be diſpleaſed with oo 1 for be- 


i We of ſo peeviſh a Diſpoſition. is obſerv'd; - 
by Wit paſſionate Men are always beft natur'd, and 
| ee from ſecret Malice. Chol/er is as neceſlary as 


ur Blood : Without the latter we cou'd not live; 
d if we were void of the former, our Lives 
t 1 Wou'd be as anaive as that of Snails and Oyſters: 
ert Ne ſhould be abſolutely Drores. 

in- Hippocrates, the famous Phyſician, ſays, This 
by Nenplexion is the moſt noble of all the four, trans- 
of rming Men to Heroes, and refining our earthly 
nd %%, to a Conftitution like that of the immortal 
be N; whoſe Bodies, according to the Poets, con- 
oſs t wholly of an ætbereal Flame. | 
in Therefore be not diſcouraged, neither repine 
a Temper which ranks thee among thoſe to 
hom Sacrifices are made. On the other fide, 
ke jt not amiſs from Mabmut, if he tells thee, 


in- WF has not Devotion enough to become thy volun- 
n's 7 /i4im. | 
to vet if I cannot be ſo obſequious as to throw 


y felf away by acknowledging Crimes wherein 
ner was never concerned, and for which I have a 
elf tural Abhorrence ; reſt fatisfy'd at leaft, That I 
it, Pill ſerve thee as far as I can, without entrench- 
ir? W's on the Duty I owe to the Grand Seignior. And 
as WE aflur'd, I will do thee” no Harm, fo long as 
an, Nou obſerveſt that Rule. | 3 


he - "0 8 In 


A Princes, divers of the Nobility and Gentry, u 


— 
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In fine, I adviſe thee to order thy Steps like FE 
Man that is walking in the Bogs of Egypt, when h: 
if he obſerve the Track of thoſe who have gu öl 
before him, he may be fafe ; but if his Foot ſthei 
he ſinks in the Mire. Such is the Life of Cu prie 
tiers. Reb 

. harr 

Paris, 187% of the 24 Moon, eree 
of the Near 1651. Cab 

of t 

— — — Whi 
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LETTER XIII. 1 
To Minezim Aluph, Baſſa. 


N the Beginning of the laſt Year J ſent th 

a Diſpatch, wherein I acquainted thee withtl 
impriſonment of three Princes of the Royal Blu 
France; now thou ſhalt receive the News of ti their 
Liberty. | 

They were releas'd by an Order from the! 
on the 13th Day of this Moor, and arrived in ti 
City on the 1675, which was Yeſterday, attend 
by a numerous Cava/cade, conſiſting of fon 


one would think, of half the Citizens of Par 
Even thoſe who triumph'd laſt Year, and ma 
Bonfires for their Confinement, Yeſterday throngWimſ 
out of the City to welcome them Home wil 
Acclamations of Joy, and to congratulate the 
Releaſe. So fickle and inconſtant a Thing is f 
Multitude, driven hither and thither with eve 
artificial Declaration of State/men, or Pretence Fearne 
F. action. de re 
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* * V 
ke But there were divers Princes and Noblemen, 


who, from the firſt Hour of their being ſeiz'd, re- 
ſolved not to leave a Stone unturn'd to procure 
their Freedom. 'The Grandees that were their 
Friends, retir'd to their Governments, and rais'd 
Rebellions in the Provinces. All the Kingdom was 
harraſs'd with Civil Wars. The Parliaments de- 
creed againſt the Court; and there wanted not 
Cabals of ſeditious Courtiers, even in the Palace 
of the King, to undermine the Roya] Authority 3 
which the Cardinal Miniſter thought to eſtabliſh, 
by the Impriſonment of the Princes. In all Places 
the King's Intereſt ran retrograde. 

Thou wilt not wonder at this when thou ſhalt 
know, that the Princes of France are not Slaves to 
the King, like the 2 of the moſt ſerene En- 
ire, who owe all their Greatneſs to the ſole 
Favour of our munificent Sultans. Theſe Princes 


pur Grandees acquire only by their Merits, and 
dhe Smiles of their Sovereign. Hence it is, that 
eir Intereſt is rivetted in the Hearts of the Peo- 
ple, who revere the Blood Royal, in whatſoever 
Chanel it runs. 

Therefore thinking Men blame the Cardinal's 
ondut in this Affair; ſaying, there was nei- 
her Juſtice or Policy in it. Indeed, if a Man's 
it is to be meaſur'd by the Succeſs of his Con- 
Wrivances, the Cenſure of theſe People is true 


imſelf. 
As ſoon as he perceiv'd the King was prevail'd 
n by the Importunity of his Uncle, the Duke of 
Urleans, and the Parliament of Paris, to releaſe 
e Princes, and that they had at the ſame time 
arneſtly begg'd of him, that this Miniſter might 
de removed from the Court; he ſuddenly pack'd 
up his Moveables, and withdrew ts. 
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enjoy all that and more by Inheritance, which 
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Wor the Cardinal ſeems to have made a Trap for 
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132 LE TTERS Writ by Vol. Iv. 
towards the Place where the Princes were con- 
fin'd : Hoping, that though he had loſt his firk 
Point, yet he might make an indifferent Aſter. 
Game, by going in Perſon to the Royal Priſoner; 
and aſſuring them, twas to him they ow'd their 
Releaſe ; ſince it was in his Power to carry em 
away with him, as alſo thoſe who brought them, 
the King's Mandate. For he travell'd not without 
a conſiderable Guard. | 

"Tis faid the Princes receiv'd him with ſeem- 
ing Compliments and Addreſſes of Civility ; pro- 
miſing their Friendſhip to the Cardinal, now a 
voluntary Exile, and in a worſe Condition that 
themſelves. | 

It is very ſtrange that {6 great a Miniſter, who 
Inherited all that abſolute Power which his Preis 
ceſſor Richlitu had at this Court, ſhould thus on 4 
ſudden abandon . his Fortune. But it is thought 
he is not gone to pick Straws. 

However, he has by this timely Flight, avoided 
the Diſpleaſure of ſeeing himſelf compell'd tothe 
depart by an Arreſt of Parliament, which was pub this 
lifh'd within two Days after he was gone; com- hat 
manding him to depart the Kingdom within fi tim: 
teen Days. . ' q 

The wiſe Minifter foreſaw this Diſgrace apWick 
proaching, and therefore thought it more be mak 
coming his Honour to depart of his own Accord: 
Having ſtill the Advantage to reproach the Stat 


with Ingratitude, in that they have reduced 1 I 
ſuch Streights, the Man by whoſe auſpicious Com cou 
duct, France has been elevated to an extracrdFFthou 
nary Grandeur in Europe. = 
By this thou may'ſt comprehend, 11luſtriouM amb 
Baſſa, that there's no Stability in human Greatneſ1 hol 
but that the Wheels of a Courtier's Life, run thro Ke 
wnequal Traci, often ſticking in the Mire of th Be 


Fatley, and not ſeldom threatening to overthrow 


2 
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Man, and caſt him headlong from the Precipice 
of a Mountain. Againſt theſe inconſtant Turns of 
Fortune, I adviſe thee to be arm'd with Moderati- 
n; ſince no Man can avoid his Deſtiny. 


Paris, 14th of the 3d Moon, 


of the Year 165 1. 
m- 2 EY: 
” LETTER XIV. 
_ To Iſouf, bis Kinſman at Fez. 
who ; 


came in a good Hour; for I bear a true Aﬀe- 
ache Gion to thoſe of my Blood, and have been parti- 
cularly anxious for thee theſe many Years. The 
idel Sun has nine times meaſur'd the felbe Signs of 
1 tothe Zodiack, ſince I receiv'd thy laſt Letter before 
pub- his, or heard any News of thee. It ſeems thou 
dom - haſt travell'd a great Part of the Earth during that 
fi time. 85 
'Twas kindly done of thee, to remember thy 
> ick Unc/e's Requeſt when thou wert at Aleppo, in 
i making O3/ations for his Health to Sheigh Boubac 
the Santone; and diſtributing Corbarn to the Poor, 
in honour of Sytana Fifa. 

Thou haſt ſent me a large and ſatisfactory Ac- 
count of thy Qb/ervations in Aja: Yet I am ſorry 
thou hadſt not time to penetrate into the Religion 
and Secrets of the Indian Bramins. I am more 


edt [ Am glad to hear thou art alive. Thy Letter 


LriouY ambitious to pry into the Wi/dom and Learning of 
tneſu thoſe Philoſophers, than into any other Species of 
thro Kore ledge whatfoever. Methinks 'tis pity the 
of the Records of ſo vaſt an Antiquity ſhould be con- 
row d from the ref of the World, 1 

WN 
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known to thoſe happy Priefts. I proteſt 'tis im- 
poſſible for me to think of it without Envy: But 
perhaps it is the Vill of Heaven to lock up thoſe 
My/teries in the remoteſt Provinces of the Eaf,, 2 
a Reward of their Conſtancy, in adhering to the 
Traditions of their Father, which know no Origin; 
and as a Reproach to all other Nations, who, in 
Matters of Religion, have been mutable as the 
Winds. 

I have convers'd with ſeveral Jeſuits and others, 
who have been in the Indies; but they ſeem to 
relate all things partially, out of a zatura/ Aver- 
fion for the Manners of the Eat; and I knew not 
how to diſprove 'em, *till thy Brother Pe/eliþali 
undeceived me. He has alſo viſited thoſe Parti 

and reſided a confiderable Time in China. It is 
a difficult thing for a Traveller to keep himſelf 
within the Bounds of Truth in his Relations; 
but I believe he has not exceeded. Thy Jour- to 
nal touches but lightly the Indian Affairs, not hav- MW Re 
ing Leiſure, as thou telleſt me, to obſerve much. bul 
However, thou haſt made Amends in thy Re- enj 
lations of Perſia, Tartary, and the Land of the em 
Curds. dro 
I depend much on thy Promiſe of ſending me i tho 

a Journal of thy Travels in Africk. To that Quar- Shi, 
ter of the World I am much a Stranger, not hav- MW tion 
ing met with any authentick Relation of the Re- eſte 
gions of the South. | 
It ſeems thou has- been in Zthiopia, Libya, MW Scyt 
Egypt ; and in fine, all over the Torrid Zone. of t] 

Hiſtorians tell wonderful things of theſe Parts; I and 
Herodotus mentions a ſort of People in Africa,whoſe I For 
Bodies were more venomeus than Serpents. Theſe I grit 
affronted once at the Winds for driving the Sand; of t 
of Libya into their Country, and filling up all their I 
Wells and Streams, enter'd into a War againſt I jour 


the Kingdom of Solus; but the South Wind met ¶ cove 
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em in their March, and bury'd 'em under Moun- 
tains of Duſt. 

I do not repreſent this to thee as a Truth, tho® 
related by that learn'd Grecian. Thou may'ſt repute 
it for a Fable, as I do, but let this Paſſage be a Hint, 
that I expe& from thee none but ſolid Remarks. 

It would pleaſe me to be aſſured of one thing, 
when perhaps thou haſt heard of when thou waſt 
in Barbary. Very credible Authors report, that 
when the Phonicians were expell'd by the 1/rae- 
lites, and driven into this Corner of Africt, they 
ſet up two Pillars of Marble, whereon they en- 
graved theſe Words, as a laſting Monument of their 
Expulfion, WE ARE A REMNANT OF 
THOSE, WHO FLED FROM THE FACE 
OF JOSH UA, THE ROBBER, THE SON 
OF NUN. 

The firſt Invention of Ships is by ſome aſcrib'd 
to theſe People, whom Neceſſity taught to ſeek 
Reſt on the unquiet Ocean; fince the more tur- 
bulent Sons of Jacob would not permit them to 
enjoy any Repoſe on the Land, having harraſs'd 
em from one place to another, till at length they 
drove *em to the very Borders of the Earth. But 
thou knoweſt, the Chine/e pretend to the Uſe of 
Ships many thouſand Years before this Depreda- 
tion of the Iſraelites. Every Nation aims to be 
eſteem'd the moſt ancient. And when there was 
formerly a Diſpute between the * and 
Scythians on this Point, *twas adjuſted in Favour 
of the latter. But the Chrono/ogies of the Chineſe 
and Indians far exceed all others in the World: 
For they ſeem to outſtrip Time itſelf in Anti- 
quity ; at leaſt, they tranſcend the common Date 
of the World's Creation. 

I have heard a Traveller aſſert, that as he was 
journeying through the De/arts of Libya, he diſ- 
cover'd an Altar of Stone, with this Inſcription on 

its 
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it, in Grecian Characters, I POLY ST RATUs 
OF ATHENS, HAVE CONSECRATED 
THIS ALTAR, TO ALL THAT IS GOOD 
IN HEAVEN; AND IF THAT ALL BE 
BUT ONE, AS SOME SAT. MAY THAT 
ONE ACCEPT MY FOFWS. 

I defire thee to inform me, whether thou haſt 
ever ſeen or heard of ſuch an Altar, when thou 
wert in thoſe Parts. You Travellers muſt expect 
this kind of Trouble from your Friends: Every 
body is naturally inquiſitive, and defirous of 
Knowledge. ES 

Twill be acceptable alſo to ſend me an Ab/tra# 
of the preſent State of Fez. I ſhould be glad to 
hear gf the Health of Abel Melec Muli Omar, the 
Superior of the magnificent College in that City, 
built by Al Hab Ennor, King of the Country. 
They fay, it coſt him Two hundred and forty 
thouſand Segurns. 

_ "Tis added, That in F there is a Moſque near 
half a League in Circuit; in which are as many 
Gates, as there be Days in the Revolution ofa Moon. 
And that the Number of the Pillars which ſup- 
port it, is equal to the Jar of the Hegira where- 
in it was founded; being encompaſſed alſo by 
ſeventeen high Minarets, beſides innumerable 
Domes and Terraſſes ; having alſo goo Lamps burn- 
ing in it by Night, and 300 Windows to let in the 
Light of the Day. The Revenue of this famous 
Moſque is ſaid to be 36500 Seguin a Year. They 
relate many other things of Fez, and the Provinces 


belonging to it. Of all which I deſire thee to 


ſend me a diſtinct Account. 
I had almoſt forgot one Paſſage, which I have 


read in the Ancients, concerning a certain ſubtle 


African; whoſe Name was P/aphon. This Man 
hid train'd up a Parrot, to repeat very frequently 


theſe Words, Pſapbon is a great God. When Bid 


* 
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Bird had perfectly learn'd his Leſſon, he let it 


looſe ; which being accuſtomed to a Domeſtick 
Life in a Cage, fled not preſently to the Fields, 
but perch'd on the Temp/e of the Town, where it 
was heard by the People to utter the aforeſaid Sen- 
tence aloud, and very often. They, ignorant of 
the Quality of Parrots, and led with native Super- 
fiition, eſteem'd it an Oracle from Heaven. W here- 
fore, immediately flocking to the. Houſe of Pſa- 
phon, they offer'd Sacrifice to him, and. in all Re- 
ſpects treated him as a Divinity. - 

Whether this Story be true or no, tis certain 
Lolatry had, no better Foundation than Artifice 
and Lies: Unleſs we ſhall conclude with the Poet, 
That Fear made the firſt Gods in the World. Cou- 
ſin, let there be a frequent Intercourſe between 
us. It will be profitable to thee and me. 


Paris, 52h of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1651. | 
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2 Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


D IS a Cuſtom in the Court of Rome, That 

every Nation of the Veſ has a Protector a- 
mong the Cardinals there, who are Princes of the 
Roman Church. Such I eſteem thee, in the moſt 
exalted Court of the Ea. . 

Arabia gave thee thy firſt Breath: But thy own 

Merits have lifted thee up to the Dignity of a 
Baſa, a Prince of the Ottoman Empire, whoſe Li- 
mts far exceed thoſe of the Modern, or even of 
anclent Rome. . | | 
'Tis 
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Tis from hence our Countrymen addreſs to 
thee, as to their Patron, uſing thy Power and 
Mediation with the Grand Seignior in all their Ne. 
ceſſities. 

Among the reſt, wonder not that the humbleſt 
of thy Slaves, Mahmut, the Son of thy Father's 
Neighbour, falls at thy Feet in a Time of great 
Diſtreſs, in the Agonies of his Spirit, the Hazard 
of his Fortune, and Peril of his Honour, which 
he values more than his Life. 

I complain not of the many repeated Abuſes 
and Contempts I have received from ſome in the 
Serag/io, to whom it belongs not to meddle with 
Things out of their Sphere, much leſs to diſcourage 
the faithful Agents and Miſfoners of the Grand 
Seignior. Yet the Perſecutions I have felt from 
their Hands are ſuch, as would drive another Man, 
leſs patient of Injuries, either to Revenge or De- 


pair. 

They have villify'd all my Conduct in this S/. 
lien; reproach'd my beſt Actions with the odious 
Character of Imprudence and Diſloyalty ; and mil- 
repreſented the ſmalleſt Peccadilloes, (for which al. 
ſo I have the Myf?/'s Diſpenſation) under the ig- 
nominious Title of Infidelity and Atheiſm. Ina 
word, they thirſt after my Blood: Nothing will 
ſatisfy their greedy Malice, but my Life. 

I never was afraid to die, ſince I perfectly un- 
derſtood what it is to /ive. Nor can I be fond of 
protecting my Breath, when my Great Maſter ſhall 
pleaſe to call for a Surrender of it, for whoſe Ser- 
vice only it was given me. But it would render 
the Scene of my Death tragical, and ſtrew my Pal- 
ſage into the ether World with Thorns, to be ſent 
out of this, under the Notion of a Traytor, who 
have acted my Part without a real Blemiſh. 

{kingi, that learned Tutor of the Royal Pages, 
was the firſt that broach'd this Enmity againſt 

| | me; 
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me; (for I have forgot the Prevarication of S- 
ſeim Iftbam, the b/ack Eunuch, ſince the time he 
acknowledg'd his Fault with much Candour and 
Ingenuity.) "Twas that Athenian Sophiſt, who de- 
bauch'd the Integrity of my Couſin Solyman ; and 
perſuaded the unwary Youth to enter into a Con- 
1 againſt his Uncle. But J reprehended 
my Kinſman's Folly in one Letter; and his An- 
ſwer, though late, convinc'd me, that he was 
not guilty of Malice, ſo much as of Raſhneſs and 
Credulity. I was extremely oblig'd to the Kai- 
macham for his Benignity and Friendſhip in this 
Affair. The good old Miniſter had a real Kindneſs 
for me, and took no ſmall Pains to penetrate into 
the Cauſes of my Coufin's eager Paſſion and Malice 


againſt me. At length he found it to be only 


the Practices of Itingi, who took Advantage of 
Solyman's Temper, equally loyal and flexible, in- 


ſinuated into his youthful Mind monſtrous 


Ilea's of me; and, in fine, ſet him a railing at 
me with a fierce kind of Liberty where-ever, he 
came. The wiſe Baſa ſoon open'd my Kinſman's 
Eyes, brought him to his Senſe; and the Iflue 
* all was, That So/yman writ me a Letter of Apo- 
ogy. 

ut ſince this, the Maſter of the Pages has laid 
new Trains for me, and drawn a great many 
more to his Party. He has corrupted Mu/tapha 
Guir, an Eunuch, and Page to the old Queen; with 
whom I once held a Correſpondence, and, as I 
thought, had contracted a Familiarity and Friend- 
ſhip; but, it ſeems, it was only an Appearance, 
without Reality. I could give thee a long Lift of 
thoſe, whom this Academick has _ to ſlander 


 Mahmut; but I will not appear fo revengeful: 


Beſides, this is not the only Grievance of which 


Shall 
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Shall I remonſtrate to thee, moſt excellent and 
ſerene Baſu, the true Cauſe of my Uneaſineſs? 
I am weary of living among Infide/s. Favour me 
with thy Aſſiſtance and Interceſhon, that I may 
have leave to retire from this Place, and vindi- 
cate my ſelf. before the Faces of my Enemies, 
And having had that Honour, rendring alſo a 
juſt Account of the Affairs wherewith I am en- 
truſted, I may viſit my Native Count ry, and ſpend 
the Reſidue of my Days in Arabia, the Scene of 
all our Prophet's great Actions, the Place where 
I firſt drew my Breath. I Ianguiſh for the Aro- 
matick Air of Aimoim, the Chryſtal Fountain, 
and cooler Shades of that happy Province. I 
long to ſee the Groves which encompaſs the Fil- 
lage of my Nativity, the Turrets of thy Father's 
Houſe, and the Mo/que of Haſen the Prophet ; for 
tho? I took no Notice of theſe things in my In- 
fancy, yet having once ſeen em in my riper 
Years, when I was able to make more laſting 
Reflections, I ſhall never forget theſe delightful 
Objects ſo long as I live. 

If this be an Infirmity, pardon it, illuſtrious 
Arab, ſince it is natural to all Men. Thou, thy 
ſelf, haſt enjoy'd the Pleaſure of reviſiting that 
ſweet Region: Pity Mabmut, who burns with De- 
fire to taſte the ſame. 

Or if this ſhall be thought too great an Indul- 
gence to the poor eiu Mabmut, yet it will be 
eaſy for thee, who art a Favourite, to obtain of 
the Grand Seignior, that I may at leaſt be recall'd 
from this Employment, and ſome body elſe ſubſti- 
tuted in my Place. There are thoſe among my 
Enemies who are ambitious of the Fatigue; 
Tkingi, my old Friend, would exchange all the 
Honours he is poſſeſſd of in the Serag/io for this 
obſcure, yet hazardous Poſt. Tis Pity but ſuch 
a Man's Thirſt of Perils ſhould be gratify'd. 


But 
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But if after all that I have ſaid, my Superior: 
ſhall think it expedient to continue me here, I 
am reſign'd; only defiring, That from hence- 
forth my Slanderers may be ſuſpected, as Men ill 
affected to the ſublime Port, for traducing a Man 
that has waded through a Thouſand Difficulties, 
Temptations and Perils; and ſerv'd the Ortoman 
Empire in this Station Fourteen Years, without 
making a falſe Step, or tranſgreſſing the leaſt 
Point of his. Inſtructions. 

[ hear that Ch»/acin Baſſa is made Vizir Axen. 
The French have a very great Opinion of his Va- 
lour. They are generally impartial Criticts in 
Martial Affairs, ſcorning to deny a brave Enemy 
his due Character. ö 

We are at preſent barren of other News, ſave 
a new Arref of Parliament againſt Cardinal Ma- 
rariui, and all his Kindred and Creatures; whereby 
they are declar'd Enzmies of the State, and charg'd 
with a large Catalogue of Crimes, whereof per- 
taps they were never guilty. 

Here are alſo ſome flying Reports of the Car- 
eina/'s Death; who, ſay they, has poyſon'd him- 
felt for Grief of his ill Sueceſs in this Court: But 
| elteem this only as the Froth of his Enemies 
Malice, who really wiſh him dead; and, to diſ- 
courage his Friends, give it out that he 1s fo. 

Serene Ba/ſa, I commit my Affairs to thy Pro- 
tection; beſeeching thee, to do the Office of a 
— and a Friend, to the Betray'd for 

2d. 


Paris, 26th of te 5th Moons 
of the Year 1651. 
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Shall I remonſtrate to thee, moſt excellent and 
ſerene Baſſa, the true Cauſe of my Uneaſineſs? 
I am weary of living among Ixdels. Favour me 
with thy Aſſiſtance and Interceſhon, that I may 
have leave to retire from this Place, and vindi- 
cate my ſelf. before the Faces of my Enemies, 
And having had that Honour, rendring alſo a 
juſt Account of the Affairs wherewith I am en- 


truſted, I may viſit my Native Country, and ſpend 


the Reſidue of my Days in Arabia, the Scene of 


all our Prophet's great Actions, the Place where 


I firſt drew my Breath. I Ianguiſh for the Aro- 
matick Air of Admiim, the Chryſtal Fountain, 
and cooler Shades of that happy Province. I 
long to ſee the Groves which encompaſs the Yil- 
lage of my Nativity, the Turrets of thy Father's 
Houſe, and the Mo/que of Haſen the Prophet; for 
tho' I took no Notice of theſe things in my In- 
fancy, yet having once ſeen em in my riper 
Years, when I was able to make more laſting 
Reflections, I ſhall never forget theſe delightful 
Objects ſo long as I live. 

If this be an Infirmity,. pardon it, illuſtrious 
Arab, ſince it is natural to all Men. Thou, thy 
ſelf,, haſt enjoy'd the Pleaſure of reviſiting that 
ſweet Region: Pity Mahmut, who burns with De- 
fire to taſte the ſame. 

Or if this ſhall be thought too great an Indul- 
gence to the poor exid Mahmut, yet it will be 
eaſy for thee, who art a Favourite, to obtain of 
the Grand Seignior, that I may at leaſt be recall'd 
from this Employment, and ſome body elſe ſubſti- 
tuted in my Place. There are thoſe among my 
Enemies who are ambitious of the Fatigue; and 
Thingi, my old Friend, would exchange all the 
Honours he is poſſeſſ'd of in the Seraglio for this 
obſcure, yet hazardous Poſt. Tis Pity but ſuch 
a Man's Thirſt of Perils ſhould be gratify'd. 


But 
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But if after all that I have ſaid, my Superiore 
ſhall think it expedient to continue me here, I 
am reſign'd; only defiring, That from hence- 
forth my Slanderers may be ſuſpected, as Men ill 
affected to the ſublime Port, for traducing a Man 
that has waded through a Thouſand Diffculties, 
Temptations and Perils; and ſerv'd the Of toman 
Empire in this Station Fourteen Years, without 
making a falſe Step, or tranſgreſſing the leaſt 
Point of his. Inſtructions. 

I hear that Chuſacin Baſſa is made Vizir Azem. 
The French have a very great Opinion of his Va- 
lour. They are generally impartial Criticks in 
Martial Affairs, ſcorning to deny a brave Enemy 
his due Character. { 

We are at preſent barren of other News, ſave 
a new Arreft of Parliament againſt Cardinal Ma- 
z8rini, and all his Kindred and Creatures; whereby 
they are declar'd Enzmies of the State, and charg'd 
with a Jarge Catalogue of Crimes, whereof per- 
taps they were never guilty. 

Here are alſo ſome flying Reports of the Car- 
dinal's Death; who, ſay they, has poyſon'd him- 
ſelf for Grief of his ill Sueceſs in this Court: But 
] eſteem this only as the Froth of his Enemies 
Malice, who really wiſh him dead; and, to diſ- 
courage his Friends, give it out that he is fo. 

Serene Baſſa, I commit my Affairs to thy Pro- 
tection; beſeeching thee, to do the Office of a 


CORE TINS and a Friend, to the Betray'd for 
od. | 


Paris, 2675 of tle 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1651. 


ö 
| 
| 
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LETTER XVI. 


To Chuſacin Baſſa, the Magnanimous Vi- 
zir Azem, and Invincible General ef 
the Ottoman Forces in Candia. 


Am not much above forty three Years Old, 

yet have ſeen great Changes in the World, 
mighty Revolutions in Kingdoms and States, and 
the Death of many Sovereign Monarchs, illuſtri- 
ous Generals, and wiſe Stateſmen. ' Doubtleſs, 
all /ub/unary things are ſubject to Viciſitudi. 
There appears nothing conſtant and ſettled, but 
the Heavens and Stars: They indeed perſevere 
in their immutable Courſes, never change their 
Orb, nor ſtart from their eternal Poffs. The Sur 
riſes and ſets at his accuſtom'd Hours; and the 
Moon exactly obſerves the determin'd Periods of 
her Encreaſe and Wane : Theſe vary only as the 
Seaſons of the Near, with exquiſite Regularity and 
conſtant Returns. 

But here 4e/oro, there is an univerſal Tranſmi- 
gration and Metempſycboſis of States, and Forms of 
Things; a 8 Flux and Reflux of human 
Events. Men dye hourly, and others are hourly 
born to ſupply their Places. One Age treads cloſe 
upon the Heels of another. And we, who live 


at preſent, as we walk in the Steps of our Fathers, 


ſo ſhall we follow them down to the Grave, where 
our Hleſb, by a new Metamorphoſis, ſhall be turn d 
into the Bodies of Worms, Inſects, and Serpents; 
and what ſhall become of our Souls is uncer- 
tain. | 

I was born in the Reign of Sultan Achmet, from 
whom our preſent Sovereign is the fixth Emperor, 


that has aſcended the glorious Throne of the Ott. 


4 mans , 
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mans. May God grant him a long Life, and a 
Gries of Years bleſs'd with a continual Health, and 
Victory over his Enemies. I pray Heaven alſo 
to perpetuate thy new Office to the laſt Period of 
the Su/tan's;, Life; and in wiſhing this, I fay all 
that can be expected. 

But when I reflect on the frequent and bloody 
Tragedies that have been acted in the Seraglio ſince 
[can remember; and the many Sacrifices that have 
been made of Sultans, Vi ziers, Baſſas and principal 
Miniſters of State, beſides the Maſſacres and 
Butcheries of meaner Perſons, it makes me Me- 
lancholy amidſt the Joys I conceive for thy late 
Exaltation ; and fills me with Fears left my good 
Wiſhes to the Grand Seignior and thee, who, art 
his Right-hand, ſhou'd by ſome ſiniſter Decree 
of Fate, be almoſt as ſoon diſannull'd as pro- 
nounc'd. I pray Heaven avert my melancholy 


ie Preſages. 

of W The Death of the old Ween (the News of 
he {Which is lately arriv'd at this Court) does but revive 
nd and encreaſe my Apprehenſion of greater Tragedies 


to come, becauſe one Act of Cruelty ſtill pro- 
pagates another : Revenge is prolifick, and Miſ- 
of Nebief is never at a ſtand. Tis true indeed, as it 
an Ws not decent to inſult o'er the 4/bes of illuſtrious 
rly erſen,; fo neither has a loyal Muſſulman any 
ole great Reaſon to mourn for the Fall of a woman, 
by whoſe Connivance her Roya/ Son, and our late 
Great Maſter Sultan Ibrahim, fell a Sacrifice to the 
Muyfti's Indignation. *T'was an unnatural Part in 
a Mither : And we may ſay, the divine Juſtice has 
vertaken her, in making her Grandſon ſign the 


er · WF arrant for her Death, with the Conſent of that 
ery Mufti, at whoſe Inſtigation ſhe had conſented 

-om Wo the Murder of his Father. 

ror, Jet after all, may ſhe not have left behind her 


a Party in the Serag/io, or at leaſt in the State, 
ans who 


ons. 1 do not mention the ſurviving Creatureid 
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who will ſtudy to revenge her Fall; or, how: 
ever, do ſome Mitchief to prevent their own? 
Let me not ſeem to contradict my own Argy. 


ments, and whilſt I plead againſt Revenge and Ch. 
elty, appear an Advocate for thoſe inhuman Paſj. When 


this unhappy Quern, to excite in thee, falſe Sen. 
timents of Juſtice, ſuſpicious Chimera's of a pol. ys 
fible Conſpiracy, and ſo ſtimulate thee to punifh Nas! 
them by Anticipation for Crimes of which. per. Wifi 
haps they never will be guilty. I rather ſug pon 
gelt theſe things, That after ſo many Tragedies in 
the Royal Family, a Stop may be now put to fi- mon 
ture Miſchiefs; leſt, whilſt Men purſue a parti 
cular and ſelf-intereſted Revenge, the Contagion 
ſhou'd ſpread, and Cruelty become univerſal au re c 
infinite. | 

Let it ſuffice, that no leſs than three of our d 
tans have been depos'd and ſtrangled within theſe Ne E: 
thirty Years: Not to mention the Deluge of Ri-. Ves 


«al Blood that has overflow*d the private Cham ral I 


bers of the Serag/is, the Priſons of the OttomarMWpre g 
Princes, Brothers or Sons to the Emperors former- gehe 
ly reigning. ' | Spe 

Theſe were barbarous Cures of untimely Jes-· Ning o 
louſies; and it is pity that ſuch Royal Maſſacres t the; 
Mou'd ever be repeated again. Why ſhou'd thei the | 
Poſterity of Ottoman be in this Regard the only Wou 
unfortunate Princes on Earth? Were it not much Hunger 
more noble, and equally wiſe, to take the Mer them 
ſures of #thiopian Policy, where to prevent Se-ſcall ti 
dition and Diſcords about Succeſfſon, the Princes Put v 
of the Blood are confin'd indeed, but to a very our 8 

leaſing Liberty: Whilſt they have ' Palaces, and 

Parks and large Fields at command; are ſerv'd hy to 
a princely Train, and deny'd no lawful Pleaſures" he: 
within the Pa/e of their Reſtraint. For there is ann o 


exceeding high Mountain in the Country, the een, 


Top 
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. WTop of which is very ſpacious, containing large 
> WTrafts of Ground, many beautiful Seraglio's fur- 
_ Wnih'd with whatſoever can contribute to the 
Enjoyment of theſe Princes, er at leaſt to com- 
denſate for their Want of greater Liberty. This 
ſountain is environ'd with a high and ſtrong 


by Soldiers, ſo that no Man can go in or out who 
us not the Emperor's Warrant, or at leaſt a Per- 
nifion from the Prime Miniſter of State: For he, 
pon the Death of the Emperor, immediately 
alls a Council of the ſupreme Officers, who, from 
ong theſe impriſon'd Princes, chuſe him whom 
hey think moſt worthy to ſucceed. The reſt, 
ho never felt the Appetite to 2 * (for they 


ept in perpetual Ignorance of State- A Fairs) paſs 


Ly their Time without Envy, or repining at 
eſe We Exaltation of their Brother, addicting them- 
-es wholly in the innocent Delights of that 
n- ral Life, or to the Study of Books, whereof they 


we great Plenty in their Libraries, and thoſe al- 
ier: Wether treating of Matters of Divine and Natu- 
i Speculation. Whereby, tho' they know no- 
en- ing of Srate-Artifices and Intrigues of Courts, 
res t they become able Philoſophers, and vers'd in 
the the Libera] Sciences. | 
ay Wou'd to God our Ottoman Printe: (T mean the 
uch anger Brothers) had but half this Liberty grant- 
le them, then the Infide/s wou'd have no Reaſon 
de · Neal the exa/ted Port a Net of Vulture. . 
n But we muſt not find Fauit with the Actions 
very our Syriereigns, though they tend to the Scan- 
ces, and Ruin of the Mx/ulman Empire. Yet L 
d by PV to whom I write theſe Things; having 
ures heard thee declaim againſt this barbarous 
is un of ſhutting up the Roya! Of ipring in a 
then, without Light or Comfort during their 
Top ". "WM Ives; 


all, having but one Entrance, and that guarded 


re carried to this Place in their Infancy, and 


* 
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Lives; which, many times are alſo cruelly ſhorten 
by the Hands of the Executineer. 

But turning our Eyes from the Tragedies of the 
Eaſt, let us fix them on the Affairs of the Maze 
renes in the Weſt. | 

The chief Diſcourſe at preſent is about a My: 
Triage lately ſolemnized between the Emperor d 
Germany and the Dutcheſs of Mantua. She is hi 
third Wife ſucceſhvely. ; for Polygamy. is ng 
allow'd, even to. the 333 in theſe Part, 
Where the Prieſts bear all the Sway. | 
The Poſts from Sweden informs us of the Deal 
of General Torſtenſon, of whoſe Exploits in Gy: 
many thou haſt often heard. That Empire is ven 
unfortunate, ſpending its Time and Vitals in u 

rofitable A/embhies and Conſults, whilſt her ati 

— 5 take whole Prorinces from them with E 
but this need not Jeu us, | 

Great Atlas of the Muſulman Empire, I vil 
thee the Continence of Scipio, the Fortune of Alu 
ander, and the Temperance of Cato; who, when It 
was marching through, the Sands of Libya wil 
his Army, all ready to expire with Thirſt, a 
one of his Soldiers brought him big Helmet iu 
of Water, as a rare 8 in thar general I 
ſtreſs, gratify'd the Soldier for his Gift, but ipl 
the Water on the Ground, ſaying, That find 
there was not enough to ſatisfy the whole Arm 
he wou'd not taſte a Drop; and that he was ul 
worthy. to be a General, who wou'd not engurei 
much Hardfhip as the meaneſt Soldier. 


Paris, 26th of the 5th Moon, 
of tbe Tear 1651. 


LET 
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LETTER XVII. 
5 Naſſouff, Baſſa of Natolia. 


d Raiſe be to God, Lord of the ſeven Heavens, 
[ and of all that is within their Circumference: 
Theſe Weſtern Nazarene s are always a quarrelling. 

hey are reſolved to do their Parts towards the 
fulfilling the 1 Predictions, and thoſe of 
heir own Prophets. It makes me {mile to ſee 
heſe Infide/s employing their Arms againſt each 
ther, contending about petty Rights and Poſſeſ- 
ons, whilſt they neglect the General Conſervati- 
n and Defence of Chriſtendom, from the impe- 
40% Torrents of our invincible Armies. 

The Elector of Brandenburgh is enter'd into the 
Dutchy of Mons with conſiderable Forces, pre- 
ending to. adjuſt I know not what Differences be- 
veen thoſe whom they call Catbolicts and Prote- 
nts. | 
Twould be too tedious for a Letter to run 
ack to — Original of this War, and trace it 
own from above a- hundred Years ago to the 
reſent Time. Beſides, tis of no Import to 2 
uſulman, to hear a long Story of the Marria- 
ts, Deaths, Heirs, and Law. Biiputes of theſe 
ty Infidel Princes. Yet, that thou may 'ſt know 
mething of it, I will relate the whole Buſineſs 
briefly as I can. 
In the Year 1546, William Duke of Mons, Fuliers 
d Cleves, married Mary, the Daughter of Ferdi- 
and I. Emperor of Germany, and by this Match 
btain'd of the Emperor (whom they call Cæſar, 
they did the ancient Emperors of Rome, whoſe 
ſceſſor he pretends to be) ſome Privileges, 
uching the Succeſſion of his Children, and their 

| | H 2 Right 
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Right to his Dominions ; and particularly, that this N of 
vaſt E/ate ſhould not be divided, but reſt in the ha: 
entire Poſſeſſion of one Heir-Male ; or in Default MW wi 
of that, it ſhould deſcend to the next Fnah'; WM wi 
which, as I am told, is a Cuſtom in German; 
that ſo the Grandezza and Authority of Prinah 
Families may be ſupported. 

I will not trouble thee with the Particular, 
which would take up a Volume. But in ſhort it 
appears, that notwithſtanding all the ſtrict Pro- 
viſion that was, or could be made, this great 
E/tate, after it had remain'd ſixty Years unite, 
was at length divided between two Princes, both 
claiming an equal Right to the Whole ; yet to 
prevent Wars and Effuſion of Blood, each wa 
contented with Ha/f. Theſe were Wolſang, Duke 
of Newburgh, and Erne/t, Marquis of Brandi. 
burgh. In whoſe Families the parted Succeſſmn 
has continued to this Day. 

The Occaſion of the preſent Quarrel is their 
Difference of Religion; the Duke of Newburgh be- 
ing a Catholick, and he of Brandenburgh a Pros. 
fant. It ſeems the Brandenburghers had formerly 

| made Inroads on thoſe of Mons and Fuliers, cat- 
| rying away Captive their Prieſts and Derviſes from 
their Altars and Convents, and detaining them in 

Servitude for many Years, contrary to certain 
Articles that had been drawn up between them. 
They alſo uſed 'em with great Cruelty, and com- 
mitted a thouſand Inſolencies on the Roman Ini 
ums, where-ever they got 'em in their Power. 

Thus their Affairs continu'd till the late Ag. 

ment at Munſter. Since which time the Duke dl 
Newburgh endeavour'd to free his Subjects from 
"their former Calamities, and reſtore Things do 
their ancient State. 

The Elector of Brandenburgh making this 1 

Occaſion of War, has now invaded the Duin 

| 2 
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of the ſaid Duke. He is not gone in Perſon, but 
has ſent a good Soldier, whom they call Or Spar, 
with four thouſand Men, to begin the Campaign : 
who, 'tis ſaid, will be follow'd -by a greater 
Army. 

But before he took the Field, the Z/eor of 
Brandenburgh had an Interview and Conference with 
the Duke of Saxony about this Affair, who is alſa 
a Prote/tant : So that 'tis thought no ſmall Diſtur- 
bance will ariſe in the Empire. All Joy and Peace 
to true Believers ! 

He of Brandenburgh has caus'd a Declaration ta 
be ſpread abroad full of ſpecious Pretences, that 
ſo his Conqueſts may be the more eaſy. He talks 
of nothing but reſtoring the People of Juliers and 
Mons to their ancient Liberties and Rights, both 
in Civil and Religious Matters, promiſing the 
faireſt Things in the World to thoſe that obey 
him, and receive his Armies with Friendſhip : 
On the other fide, threatning to treat thoſe wha 
reſiſt him with the utmoſt Severity that is due to 
Traytors and Rebels ; and all this for the Sake 
of two or three inſignificant Ceremonies and 
Opinions wherein they differ; mere Trifles, li- 
teral Whimfies, the Sport of their Doctors, the 
Spawn of wanton and luxuriant Brains. For 
no greater was the original Differences between 
the Lutherans and thoſe of the Roman Church. 


One will be ſav'd by the Strength of his Fancy, 


Which he calls Faith, without doing any good 
Work towards it: The other toils all his Life- 
time to merit Heaven, and thinks he can never 
do enongh to obtain his End. He wears out the 
Pavement of Churches, and makes the Skin of his 
Knees like that of a Camel, with perpetual kneel- 
ing and praying to [mages and Pictures. And 
after all, they may be both damned for ought I 
iow for their ill Lives. They tear and devour 

i H 3 one 


_ * A — 2 _— — „ - 4 
* 4 4 uw 
by” —— —— * 1 FJ . - 
4 = _ — ” K 
— — 2 — hy * 

- - — 4 * was — — - 
l - am 

— — 2 — — 


14 
#0. 
. iin 
7 19 
. W 4 
N 1 ' 
l 17 
: l 
Bin 
= 7 U 
A Ll 
| | 
1 
1 
; * 1 
71 
* LF 
* k 4 
1 
10 
' i 
LES. 
4, 
3 [IT 
! 1 
$9140 
11 
7 = 
18 T4 
, 4 
1 1 
£11 RR! 
11 
11 
Ky 
7 ©. 
| | l 
1 
. : n 
{ 
1 
a 
+ 5 
ö 
9 
2 
"* 
© 
„ 
* 


150 LETTERS Mit by Vol. I. 


one another like wild Beaſts, and think to gun 
Paradiſe by their unnatural Zeal. 
The Duke of Newburgh has publiſh'd a Manifs 

fo againſt the Proceedings of Brendenburgh, ani 
ſollicited the Duke of Lerrain's Aid, as alſo that d 
Leopold, Arch-Duke of Auſtria. What will be the 
Iſſue no Man knows; but oft-times a ſmall Sput 
&indles great Fires: And it is not impoſſible, tha 
this little Feud may ſet the whole Empire in z 
Flame. 

Mighty Baſe, I pray Heaven bleſs thee wit 
Peace, Health, and thy due Revenue. If theſe be 
not enough to make thee Happy, I with thee u 
Increaſe of Heneurs, and all the g/orions Fatigun 
which Mertals court as their Way to Bliſs. 


Faris, 20 of the 7th Moon, 
' of the Near 1651. 


| — — 


LETTER XVIII. 
To Uſeph Baſſa. 


Uſpect me not: I have an equal Eſteem fer 
thee, as I have for the other Bet and Mer. 
fers of the Divan. But find it diftcult to plexe 
any. They are captious, and every one wo 
have all my Letters addreſs'd to himſelf: As if! 
were plac'd here to ſerve partica/ar Interefts, 2nd 
not the Pab/ick. However, I can but acknow- 
ledge the tacit Honour they do me in being © 
covetous of poor Mabma:'s Correſpondence. [ 
wiſh I were in a Condition to. be more partia: 
Then I wou'd quickly make thee and ſome other 
ſenſible, which are the Perſons for whom I l 
a-peculiar Regard. ky 


o 


Vol. IV. a SY at PARIS. 151 
Biit as the Caſe is at preſent, I muſt obſerve 

the Infrufions I have receiv'd ; and by turns 

write to all. 1 | 

Wherein, if I fail of Arithmetical Propertions, 
[ will make amends by the Rules of Geometry: If 
] write but ſeldom to ſome, I defire that the 
L:ogth of my Letters, and Solidity of the Mat- 
ter. may be accepted as a-proper Supplement. 

But thou haſt no Reaſon to complain on this 
Score, unleſs it be with thy ſelf for travelling inta 
remote Countries, whither I know not how to fol- 
low thee with Letters, or any other Way. Be- 
ſides, the former Friendſhip that has been be- 
tween us, is a ſufficient Counterſcarp againſt all 
Sufricion of Neglect on my Part, who am a 
thouſand Times obliged to thee for many re- 
pzated Favours. For the Sake of God therefore 
and all that is Gz-oed, wound my Heart no more 
with theſe undeſerv'd Reproaches; but believe 
ſtedfaſtly, that Mabamt can never be ungrateful 
and falfſe. 

Thy Letter is a Miſcellany of friendly Com- 
plaints and Complements. Thou giveſt me a 
Character to which I do not pretend. Tis true, 
indeed, and I thank God and my goed Stars for it, 
that I was not born Blind, Deaf or Dumb. Na- 
tzre gave me my Senſes free from any manifeſt 
Defet; and I have an indifferent good Memory. 
When I was young I had an Inclination to read 
Books 3 and Fortune has ſince favour'd me with 
many Opportunities for that Purpoſe. But I 
found the moſt profitable Say to be that of MY 
SELF, to which all the laborious Pains of the 
Schools and Academies ſerve only as a certain Gra- 
tion and Diſcipline. Nay, without theſe & 
Man may attain all the Know! that is neceſ- 
fary to the Accompliſhment of his Nature; for 
ſo did the firlt PB her, before Books or Lets 
H 4 ters 
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ters were extant. If thou wilt be perfectly wiſe, 
read the ALCORAN, and the UNIFERSE; 
after that, peruſe THY SELF; thou wilt find 
Matter of Wonder and Improvement in zach; 
dut moſt of all. in the /af? ; for Man is a Medly 
of all Things. - : 

Were this Leſſon well learn'd and practis'd iy 
the Court of France, there would not be ſo many 
little Quarrels among theſe Infidels; or at leaf, 
ſuch petty Originals would not produce ſo many 
Fatal C N 
From the firſt time the Prince of Conde with his 
Brothers were releas'd from their Impriſonment, 
(whereof I have given an Account to Minezin 
Aluph,) there appear'd much Coldneſs in the 
Ducen's Reception of em, and their Addrefles to 
Her. On both ſides they were at a Loſs how to 
behave themſelves, for all their Civilities were 
forc'd. Tis true, there was a ſplendid Um- 
brage of Reconciliation ; but it ſoon vanifh'd, 
Their ſuppreſs'd Paſſions diſcover'd themſelves 
by Degrees, and at length broke out into an open 

ity. a | 

The Queen appear'd full of Condeſcenſion and 
Favours: But young Conde is as full of his M. 
rits and brave Exploits; remembring what Servis 
tes he has done to this Crown. Beſides he is not void 
of Suſpicion and Jealouſy, leſt all thoſe Exceſſes 
of Royal Kindneſs are ſtrain'd only to render him 
more ſecure, and ſo entrap him a ſecond time 
with greater Advantage. The Horror of his 
firſt Impriſonment is yet fix'd in his Mind; from 
whence it will not be eaſy to efface it. Three 
principal Servants of the Queen were baniſh'd to 
remove his Fears; for he imagin'd them to be In- 
ſtruments of Correſpondence between the Q 
and his old Enemy Cardinal Maxarini. Yet ſhe 
publiſh'd a Declaration, fignifying, That the —_ 
92 
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e ould be for ever baniſb' d, not only from the 
; WH Court, but from the Kingdom. 

nd And this Moon the King being come of Age, 
b; mited the Prince to the Ceremonies uſual on ſuch 
/e) WW Occalions : Which Conde apprehended as a Snare, 

and ſo fled out of Paris. 

ly The Event of theſe Emergencies is yet in the 
ny WF ſecret Pages of Deſtiny: But in all likelihood a 
Civil War will follow. People are whiſpering, 
caballing, and making Parties on both ſides. All 
the Powder in Paris is engroſſed and gone; but 
no Body knows by whom. Some ſay the Prince 


retir'd to his own Government, there to raiſe an 
Army. The moſt knowing averr, that where- 
ever he is, he has two hundred thouſand Sequins 
in Rank to give Life to his Deſigns, let them be 
what they will. 

Think not this News of ſmall Importance, ſe- 
rene Baſ/a : But when thou heareſt of the C7izi/ 
Wars among Chriſtians, eſpecially in the Realm of 
France, the firſt and moſt victorious Empire of the 
Melt, look on thy Right Hand and on thy Lef?, 
nd WY for our boly Prophet, or his Herald, is near at Hand. 


1 Paris, 234 of the 915 Mon, 


1 of the Year 1651. 

im — — 
ne 

nis L. E ET R XIX. 


n. H O U ſeeſt what thy Libertini/m has brought 
on thee. For my Part, I am fick in read- 


he WF ing thy Letter, full of Melancholy, and the work 
Lind of Enthuſiaſm, | | 
Py, N H 5 Hladſt 


is poſted into Handers; others report, that he is 


ee 7 Solyman, hi Couſin at Conſtantinople. h 
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Hadſt thou follow'd my Advice; or if that be 
contemn'd, hadſt thou but obey d the Precepts of 
thy Father, an honeſt Man, and one that. went 
down to the Grave in Peace, thou would'ſt have 
liv'd as happily as other Men; but now thou art 
overwhelm'd with Hypochondriack Vapours, and 
Dreams of a ſickly Brain. I counſel thee to purge 
thy ſelf with Hellebore; for thou haſt more need 

that than of Books. In all my Life I never 
Heard of ſuch religious Nonſenſe from a Muſſul- 
man, as thy laſt Letter is ſtuff d with. 

F have no Patience to make Repetitions, or 
anſwer every particular Whimſy of thine. But in 
God's Name, what makes thee fright thy ſelf with 
ſuch a wrong Notion of Hell? It is a common 
Maximin Nature, That nothing violent is permanent. 
Either therefore the Pains of the Damn'd are not 
infinitely Intenſe, or elſe they are not Eternal in 
their Duration. Thou wilt ſay, The Alcoran it 
elf aſſerts the Efernity of thoſe Torments. But 
doſt thou underſtand the figurative Manner of 
Speech us'd in that divine Book, and in all our 
Raftern Writings? Is it not common to call a 
very high Mountain, The Mountain of God? Asiſ 
all the Mountains and Valleys of the Earth, were 
not equally his. So. to expreſs an uncertals 
length of Time, 'tis cuſtomary to uſe the Epithet 
[Eternal.) Thus we in ordinary Converſation fa 
in Arabia, I love you eternally ; I will ſerve y0u, 
fight for you, &c. eternally ; and the ſame of the 
contrary Paſſions : And yet we all know we ſhall 
live but a few Years. ; 

But granting, That the A/coran ſpeaks in a lite 
ral Senſe ; it does not follow, that thoſe Pains are 
without Intervals of Re. We read of the Tree 
Zacon, which grows in the Center of Hell : But 
who will interpret what is underſtood by this 
Plant ? | 

N Couſin, 
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Conſin, make uſe of thy Reaſon, and practiſe 
the be Things. As for our Condition after his 
Life, trouble not thy ſelf; for no Man knows 
what will become of him when he goes hence. 
However, we cannot believe the Supremely Mer- 
cful delights in Craelty. | 
There is a Path which the Eagle has not wing'd, 
nor the Serpent trac'd, though 'tis obvious to both. 
But their own Raſhineſs blinds them, and they 
cannot diſcern the Way of the Wiſe. There are 
Men of tow'ring Speculations, and others very 
crafty; neither one nor t'other can grope ou 
the Hire Road to B. If I may adviſe thee 
let Nature be thy Guide. Do nothing but what 
Humanity prompts thee too: Tis this alone diſtin- 
guiſhes thee from other Animals. Honour the 
Memory of thy deceaſed Parents, love thy Friends, 
and be generous to thy Enemies: Do Juſtice to all 
Men: Obſerve the Purifications and Prayers pre- 
ſerib'd by the Lato: But give no Credit to the 
Fables of Infidels. It is common here among the 
Chriſtians, to print Hel! with horrid Flames and 
Devils flying up and down with red hot Prongs, 
to toſs the Damn'd from Fire to Fire. And their 
Preachers make long and direful Harangues on 
* ſame Subject: When all the while, neither 
bey nor we know, that or where Hell is, or after 
what Manner the Wicked ſhall be chaſtis'd. 

Only the Dluninated of God have this Standard 
of ruth; that both our Pains and Pleaſures after 
this Life, ſhall be exactly proportion'd to our 
Virtues and Vices. There is no Malice or Injuſtice 
in the good Creator of all Things. 

Ceufin, once again, let thy Senſes be awake, and 
ſuffer not thy Reaſon to dream of Things which 
have no Exiſtence. For aſſuredly, God is the moſt | 
impartial Fudge of the Univerſe. 

Paris, 224 of tb 10th Moon, f 

of the Year 1651. H 6 LE T- 
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LETTER XX. 


To Endel Al Zadi Jaaf, Beglerbeg of 
25 Dierbekir. 


Have not the Honour to know thee in Perſon, 
but have heard of thy Fame. So Mortals are 
unacquainted with the Secrets of the fixed Stars, 

et we obſerve their Luſtre and Rank, and the 
Fi ure they make in thoſe remote Worlds. 

hy Exploits among the Curds and Georgian, 

are not unknown in theſe Parts. The Franks, that 


travel in the East, have tranſported hither ſuch 


a Character of thy magnanimous Actions as maker 
all Men of Honour in love with thee ; and | 
have conceiv'd a particular Veneration - for thy 
Virtues. May God encreaſe them with thy Hours, 
ay grant thee a Monopoly of Bliſs. 
ou art placed in an eminent Seat, and may'l 
with Reaſon be call'd Lord of Lords, as thy Titl 
Imports ; for thou art Peer of the terre/tial Pa. 
radiſe, if we may give Credit to the Tradition of 
the Ancients, ey tell us, that for a time Adan 
dwelt there with his /econd Wife ; and that the 
particular Place of his Abode was an and, en- 
compaſs d with the Rivers Euphrates, Tigris, Piſm 
and Gihon. From whence it was call'd Me/opots- 
mia by the Greeks; which ſignifies, a Region envi 
ron'd with Rivers. 
All the Veſ of Afia have a profound Reſpedt 
for this Country. And the Jeros relate ſtrange Sto- 
ries of a Tree in Dierbeker which grew Five hun- 
dred Miles high in the Days of Adam; which, 
they ſay was cut down by an Angel, leſt Mar 
ſhould c/imb to Heaven by it before his time. 
For, it ſeems, Ambition was a Vice early as our 
f 8 Nature, 
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Nature; and Adam was no ſooner ſenſible that 
he was a Man, but he aſpir'd to be a God, or ſome- 
thing like one. So great a Charm there is in 
Honour and Authority. 
| They ſay alſo, that Abraham was born in this 
Region. However, 'tis certain, if there be any 
Certainty in Records and Hiftories, that he reſided 
there a conſiderable time. But thou knoweſt beſt, 
what Traditions thy Subjects have of theſe things. 
The Chineſe and Indians laugh at all this, as a 
Romance of later Date than their Chronicles, which 
make thoſe Extremities of the Eaſt to be the Stage 
of the firſ# Mortals. Inſtead of Adam and Eve, 
or Alileth, they aſſert the Names of the original 
Parents of Mankind to be Panzon and Panzona ; 
whole Of-Spring, they ſay, continued ten Mil- 
lions of Years; but at length were all deſiroyed 
from the Earth by a Tempeſt from Heaven. After 
whom, they tell us, God created Lontizam, a Man 
with two Horns, each as big and tall as a Tree in 
yt that Country, which they call the Plant of God, 
being the largeſt and firſt of all Yegetab/es. This 
Pd. Man's Horns being prolifick according to their 
; of WM Tradition, out of the Right ſprang a thouſand 
lan Men every Day for a Hundred Years; and as 
the W many Women out of the Lef?, in the ſame Space. 
en- ¶ From whom deſcended all Mortals of both Sexes 
ſon, to this Day; though we are much diminiſhed in 
64% Bulk, thro* the general Decay of Human Nature. 
noi-W For theſe People affirm, that the firft Race of 
Men were all Giants; but that through Intem- 
pet Wperance and other Vices, their OF Spring ſhrunk 
Sto - by Degrees into ſmaller Dimenſions, *till at 
aun -I length they arrived at the preſent Stature, and 
ucl, appear'd like Pygmies in Compariſon of the primi- 
Mar FF tive Sons of Lontizam. - In Confirmation of this, 
ime. the Indians ſhew to Travellers ſome of their Tem- 
our piles hewn out of valt Rocks, with the Images of 
ture, thoſe 
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thoſe Gigantict Men, who they ſay were employed 
in the Work. Theſe they N as Ertan 8 10 
Dem- God.. A Me 
I do not relate this for Truth, but only to d- and 
vert thee in repreſenting the different Opiniom WI 
of Men. God ofily knows how to ſeparate the lan 
Truth from Falſhoood iti Hiſtories, _ 

But to return to Dierbeter: This Country is f. 
mous for the Tower of Babel, built by Nimrod and 
his Flowers; at what time the Langrages wer 
confounded, .as Moſes relates. Tis remarkable 
alſo, for the Batiel fought between the Parthian: 
and Romans at Harran; and for the Death of Ci 
racalla, the Son of Severus, Emperor of Rint, Winn, 
who was murther'd by Macrinus, the Roman Gr ref 
neral. Theſe Emperors were all calPd Cæſar i Wentit 
the Kings of Egypt were call'd Pharaohs and Pt: 
lemies. It ſeems, the Word Cæſar was firit av- WP:ri: 
7559 to * the Ronan Difator, for that his 

other dying under the Pains which were to give 

him Life, her Belly was ript up, and he drawn 
forth from her Womb by the Hands of a Szrgem. 
In Memory of which, he and all his Screſſors were 
calPd Cæſars; that Word ſignifying [drawn forth 
by Violence.] But howſoever the Manner of his 
Birth was, this is certain, That he, and forty of 
Kis Succefſors, were hurry'd out of the World by 
untimely Deaths : For. they either laid violent 
Hands on themſelves, or were murthered by 
Traytors. | x 

If chou wouldeſt have any News out of theſe 
Parti, the chief Diſcourſe at preſent is, of 2 
great Victory obtain'd by the Polanderꝭ againſt the W + 

acts and Tartars. And I could wiſh this were 

all : But the Nazarenes are continually made joy- 
ful with the Succeſs of the Yenetians againſt the 
Arms of the invincible Empire. They beat us by 
Sea, and baffle all our Attempts by Land. - 
. 0 ve 
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have not got an Inch of Groumd in Candia, du- 
ing the laſt Campaign, but loſt many thouſands of 
Men, and brought the Name of the /ab/ime Port 
and viforious Muſſulmans, into contempt and ſcorn. 
Where the Fault lies, Cad knows. Tis too me- 
ancholy a Theme to inſiſt on Particulars. | 

Don Faah of Auſtria has alſo befieg'd Baycetorta 
by Sea and Land. : 
Several Arrefts of Parliament are here publiſh'd 
againſt the Prince of Conde and his Adberents; and 
tis reported, the King will recal Cardinal Ma a- 
rini from his Baniſoment. 

Illuſtrious Prince and Governor of 2 happy Re- 
01, I beg thy favourable Conſtruction of this Ad- 
trefs. And thus, in Reverence, I defift, full of 
datiful and affectionate Vows for thy Proſperity. 


Paris, 19th of the 12th Moon, 
ns Wi of the Near 1651. 


11,0 


rh The End of the Second Box. 
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LETTER I. 


To Abdel Melech Muli Omar, Preſident 
of rhe College of Sciences at Fez. 


HOU haſt formerly receiv'd a Letter 
from me, wherein I mention'd the 
Tenets of a certain French Philoſopher, 
who maintains that the Farth moves 
like the reſt of the P/anets, and the Syn ſtands flill, 
being the Center of this our Wor/d: For he aflerts 
that there are many. 

The Name of this Sage is Des Chartes, renown 
ed throughout the World for his Learning and 
Knowledge. He lays as a Bafis of all his Phils 
Sopby ** ſhort Potion and Inference, 4 7 au 

HE 
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THERE FO RE I AM. In this alone he is 
digmatical, allowing a lawful Scepticiſ in all the 
uncertain Deductions which may be drawn from 


it. 


1.4 


Pardon me, oraculous Sage, if I expoſe before 
thee my Infirmities. I am naturally diſtruſtful 
of all things. This Temper puts me upon perpe- 
tual Thinking. And that very Act convinces me 
of the Truth of my Being, according to the Me- 
thod of this Phi loſopher. But what I am, I know 
not. Sometimes I fancy my ſelf no more than a 
iran or [Zea of all - thoſe other things which 
„en commonly believe do really exiſt ; a mere 


magination of Poſſibilities. And that All, which 


ee call the Vora, is but one grand Chimera, or 
othing in Maſquerade. 

At other times, when theſe wild Thoughts are 
aniſh'd, and my Spirits, tired in the Purſuit of 
ſuch abſtracted Whimſies, begin to flag, and that 
y lower Senſe, awak' d by ſome preſent Pain or 
Pleaſure, rouzes my ſleeping Appetites; when I 
am touch'd with Hunger, Thirſt, or Cold or 
Heat, and find experimentally I am ſomething 
hat cannot be a mere Thought or Dream, but of 
a Compoſition which ſtands in need of Meat, 
Drink, Garments, and other Neceſſaries; then 
Father than fret my ſelf with vain and endleſs 
vcrutinies, I tamely conclude I am that which 
I call a Man: I lay the Sceptich aſide, and without 
my farther Scruples or Doubts fall roundly to 
ating, drinking, or any other Refreſhments my 


ature craves for. 


ent 


| 


ern But no ſooner have I taſted theſe Delights, 
when my old Diſtemper returns again. I then 
conſider my ſelf as a Being capable of Happineſs 
er Miſery in ſome Degree; as I ſhall poſſeſs or 
ant thoſe very Delights I juſt before enjoy d. 
his is a ſufficient Damp to a thinking * 

Wannen 


- 
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when he knows that he ſtands in Need of w 
thing out of himſelf. - But *tis far greater, wha 
He will take the Pains to number all the Train d 
his particular Neceſſities, which he is not ſure n 
mall always be able to ſupply. | 
This makes me peng conclude, that 4 
T am indebted to other Creatures for my ſenfibh 
Happineſs, ſo I owe my very Being to ſomethinj 
beſide my ſelf. I examine my Original, and fi 
I am born of Men and Women, who were it 
the ſame indigent Circumſtances as my {el 
And that it is not only ſo with my partic 
Family, but with all Mankind; our whole ht 
man Race being born natural Mendicants from tht 
Womb. As ſoon as we breathe the vital Air, W 
cry; and with thoſe inarticulate Prayers, beg f 
Help and Protection from others, without who 
generous Aid we could not ſubſiſt a Moment 
So poor and beggarly a thing is Man, from hu 
Birth. This is the Condition of all: Neithe 
is a King any more exempt from that common Ch 
racter of Mortals, than the Slave who ftveeps f 
 Bireets. WW 
If I could have reſted in this Thought, 
Mould have been happy: For it would have Ju 
this Influence on me, either to convince me, th 
I onght to be content with the Condition | 
which I was born, or, to rid my ſelf out of ſo del 
pieable a State by Death. y y 
But alas! one Thought produces another: An 
from the Contemplation of our preſent Mil 
in this Life, I fall to thinking what will becom 
of us after Death. For as we know not what 
where we were before we came into this World 
1o there is no human Certainty, ehither "iſ 
ſhall go, or in hat Condition we ſhall be, wh 
we leave it: And therefore, it would be an ut 


Pirdonable Madneſs, to throw my felf Bead, 
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Into a State of which T have no Account. And 
o avoid the little Miſeries of this Life, which 
muſt have an End one time or other, caſt my ſelf 
down a Precipice (for ought I know) of intolerable 
Tormentt, which has no Bottom. 

T hear the Philoſophers talk of Immortality, the 
Poets of Elizium, the Chriſtian Prieſts of Heaven, 
Hell and Purgatory ; the Indian Bramins of Tranſ- 

gration: But I know not hat or which I have 
reaſon to believe of all theſe. | 

I ſpeak after the Manner of Philoſophers ; for if 
we come to the Faith, the Caſe is alter'd. Think 
not, I beſeech thee, that I call in queſtion the 
acred Oracles, the Revelations of the Sent of God. 
But I only acquaint thee how my zatural Reaſon 
batters me with Doubts. _ 

I ſee Men every where profeſſing ſome Religion 
or other; paying divine Honours to ſome ſuperior 
ing, or Beings, according as they have been edu- 
ated : Which many Times tempts me to think, 

that Religion is nothing but the EF22 of Education. 
W [hen I wonder how Men, when they come to 

ears of Diſcretion, and their Reaſon is able ta 
eitinguiſh between things probable, and mere Ro- 


"2275, can ſtill retain the Errors of their Infancy. 


Netter, of Religion, and believe 


Fri natural for Children to be wheedled or awd 
into a Belief of what their Parents, Nurſes or Tu- 
ors teach them. But when they come of Age, 
hey ſoon rectify their miſled Underſtandings, in 
Things, fave the Affairs of Religion. In this 
they are Children ſtill, tenacious of the ſacred 
ables of their Prieſts, and obſtinate in maintain- 
Ing them, ſometimes even to Death. 
It puzzles me to find out the Cauſe of fo 
range an Effect, That Men otherwiſe endu'd 
th mature Judgment, and an extraordinary 
Wazacity in all Things elſe, ſhould yet be Fools in 
Things inconfi- 

ent 
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* the common Senſe and Reaſon of Mar. 
ind. 

I could never give Credit to the Hiſtories d 
the ancient Pagans, which acquaint us with the 
devout Adoration they paid to the Creatures of the 
Painter or Carver, tid not I fee the ſame pradii. 
fed among the Chri/tians : Or, that thoſe wiſe Men 
of old could ſwallow the Forgeries of their 
Priefts concerning their Gods and Goddeſſes, werel 
not an Eve Witneſs how bigotted the modern Ne 
Zarenes are to the Legends of their Saints, and the 
Jeet to thoſe more ridiculous Figments of the Tal. 
mud. 

It perplexes me to ſee Mankind generally l. 
bouring under ſo great a Darkneſs, not ſo much 
the Effect of Ignorance as of Superſtition : To be- 
hold Men well vers'd in Sciences, and all kinds of 
buman Learning; yet zealous Aſſerters of mani- 
felt Contradictions in Matters of Divinity, n. 
ther than oppoſe, or ſa much as examine, the 
Traditions of their Fathers. 

When I behold Mankind divided into ſo many 
innumerable different Religions in the Worls, all 
vigorouſly propagating their own”Texets, either by 
Subtilty or Violence, yet few or none ſeeming 
by their Practice to believe what they with ſo 
much Ardour profeſs ; I could almoſt think that 
theſe various Ways of Worſpip were firſt invented 
by Pelititian; ; each accommodating his Madel to 
the Inclinations of the People whom he delſign'd to 
carcumvent. | 
But when on the other fide I conſider there 
appears ſomething ſo natural and undiſguis's in Wer) 
the furious Zeal and unconquerable Obſtinacy of 
the greateſt Part; I am as ready to join with Car- Ne 
dan, and conclude, That all this Variety of Ret Nun 
gion depends on the different Influence of the N 
Stars. This was a famous Philo/opher in Europe 1 1 

an 


- 
— 
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nd held, That the Religion of the Feros, ow'd its 


Fans to Jupiter, and Ours to Mars. As for the 
ans, he aſſigns to them many Confte/iations 
and Aspects. 

Thus there is ſo equal an Appearance of Truth 
and Falſhood in every Religion, that I ſhould 
zot know how, in human Reaſon, to fix on 
any 


js enough to make him mad. To believe 401 
bings is above Reaſon ; to give credit to nothing is 
below it: I will keep the midd/e Path, and direct 
my Faith by Reaſon. 
ich That Faculty tells me, That if I were inclined 
be · ito dere the Sun, Moon and Stars for their Beau- 
| of y and Influence, I might on the ſame Ground 
ni- erb my own Eyes, without which I could not 
ra ehold their tempting Splendors : Or: I might as 
the rell pay divine Honour to that more intimate 
enſe my Feeling, or any of my other Senſes which 
ny Won'y render me capable to know the-Vertue of 
all Wthele Luminaries. The ſame may be ſaid of the 
by WE ments, and all viſible Beings. 
ing What then ſhall I adore, or to whom ſhall J re- 


ſo {turn Thanks for all the Ble/ings I enjoy (for 


ren in this miſerable Life I taſte ſome Happi- 
nels)? To what Being, I ſay, ſhall 1 addreſs my 
tog and Supplications, for all the Good that I 
viſels and want? Is it to any thing that I have 
een or can ſee, or that I can repreſent to my ſelf 


ere ander a Figure? Is it to any Part of the Uni- 
in /, or no? No. To the whole Complex toge- 
of er? No; I have a thouſand kind Thoughts for 
ar- We Sun, Moon and Stars, for the Elements, and 
e- ny other compound Creatures. My Sou/, and 
the be of the World, are Uniſons. But 'tis the pro- 


and Depth of Eternity, the infinite and immor- 
| ta”, 


Original to the Force of Saturn; that of the Chri- 


Super tition renders a Man a Fool, and Scepticiſm 
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tal, who is the Diapaſon, and makes perfect Hy. 


mony. 

To that Being which has no Reſemblance, neithy 
is divided into Parts, nor circumſcrib'd with Limit; 
whoſe Center is every where, Circumferente y 
where, who hath neither Beginning nor End ; Ty 
the only Omnipotent, from whom all other Thing 
flow, and to whom they all return ; to whom I one 
all that I have, and will pay what I can.. And ſome 
thing by his Determination I am indebted, an 
will diſcharge it to thee, Orient Light of the My 
reſco Muſulmans ; that is, the Duty of an Bund 
Slave, in begging Pardon for this Preſumption, 


Paris, 14th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Tear 1652. 


— 


— — — 


LETTER IX. 


Ta the Kaimacham. 


p As the Contemplation of Inf EN Hi 
drilla,an Arabian Philoſopher, that all Men 

were at firſt created in a State of War ? For this 
Sage gave no Credit to the Writings of Moſes, the 
TFewiſh Hiſtorian and Prophets; neither cou'd a 
E perſuade him to believe, That all 
ortals deſcended from Adam. "Twas an Artic! 
of his Faith, That in the Infancy of the World 
Men were form'd of the prolifick Slime of the 
Earth, impregnated by the vigorous Warmth of 
the Sun, and that all other Animals had their Ori 
ginal in the ſame Manner: But that in Proceſs of 
Time, the Richneſs of the Seminal Soil being er. 
hauſted by a continual Spontaneous Production of 
living Creatures, there was no other Way to * 

petua 


— 


— 
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tuate the various Kinds of Beings; and multiply 

e Individuals but by the ordinary Method of 
wneration. For which Reaſon Nature ſeems to 
ve ſubdivided every Species into two Sexes. 
Hence this Phi/o/opher concludes, That at firſt 
ere was no nearer Relation between Man and 
an, than there is now betwixt a Lyon and a 
jeep, or any other different Kinds of Animals; 
ving only, That as theſe are diſtinguiſhed by 
ein Forms, in fourfooted Beaſts, Fowls, 
ſhes, and - creeping Things; ſo Men aſſum'd 
themſelves the Character of rational Crea- 
res: Anda Principue of Se!f-Preſervaticn was the 
t Ground of a tacir and common League be- 
een Men, againſt the reſt of their Fellow- 
imals; eſpecially againſt thoſe, which made a 
ore frightful Figure on Earth than we do, 
d ſeem'd more rapacious, and inclin'd to 
lehief; ſuch as Dragons, Tygers, Bears, Ly- 
ns, Se. 

But notwithſtanding this general Aſſociation of 
Ir Race, againſt the more ſalvage. and fierce- 
roops of Beaſts ; yet one Man ſtill, ſtood upon 
Guard againſt another: And all the- Sons of 
e Earth endeavoured to maintain the Poſts 
hich Nature had allotted each Man ; that is, the 
ace where he was firſt form'd and drew Breath. 
t things cou'd not laſt long in this State: 
Ir either by Iaſtinct or Reaſon (call it which 
u will, ſays this Author) Men being ſtreightned 
r want of Fruits, or ſpurr'd on by ſome ſecret 
tire of Novelty, ſoon went out of their 


þ of Funds, and encounter'd each. other, more 

Ori- once than Deſign ; whence aroſe the firſt 
ſs of eeaſions of actual War: For every Stranger ap- 

ger. rd like an Invader; they naturally ſtartled 


Id luſpeed each other. Reciprocal Paſſions of 
wer ſprung in their Breaſts ; and every Man, to 
| prevent 


ſelf. Thus an «xiver/a/ War commenc'd in the 


common Enemies: Some living under the Forn 


168 LETTERSMrit h vol. IV. 


mn the Eſſect of his own Fears and Appre 
enſions, ruſh'd on his Neighbour ; who was 
the ſame Ground, as ready for an Aſſault as hm 


World, which, by various Methods of Impro 
ment, was carried on by the ſucceeding Geer 
tions, and continu'd to the preſent Times. 

As for the Original of Governments, the paris 
cular Time cannot be determin'd ; but it n 
be ſuppoſed, that Men generally finding the li. 
convenience of theſe private perſonal Combi 
and by degrees arriving to greater Maturity d 
Experience, form'd themſelves at firſt into litt 
Societies and Friendſhips, or as they dwelt near one 
another, or as they agreed in ſome common I 
clinations, Principles, and Intereſts. From whid 
{mall Aſſociations they gradually ſpread into large 
Communities, living under certain Laws and 05 
Itgations of mutual. Peace, Juſtice and Aﬀiſtanc 
toward each other, and of Defence againſ ther 


of a Commonzealth, others of a Monarchy ; ea 
Body of Men ſetting up fuch a Madel, as bel 
ſuited their own Intereſts and Neceſſitie 
From hence ſprung the Diſtinction of Nati; 
Kingdoms, and Empires. Thus far the Aralin 
Philoſopher. | 
But without enquiring into the Truth of l 
Principles, one wou'd think, that ſome of the 
Weſtern Nazarenes were his Diſciples. And indeed 
all Civi/ Diſſentions ſeem to be grounded on tit 
ſame Maxims : Whilſt Men, on the leaſt Diicor 
tent or Jealouſy, lay aſide the Obedience they ot 
to their Szvereigns, claiming I know not what 
natural Right to defend themſelves againſt t 
Encroachments and Uſurpations of others. 
Thus no ſooner was it ſuppos'd here, That tht 


King intended to recall Cardinal Mazarin =_ a 
xiiti 


rile; but the Parliament of Paris, who are ſecret 
riends to the Prince of Conde, publiſh'd an Arreſt 
minſt the Cardinal, whereby all Perſons are for- 
id to contribute toward the Return of this Mini- 
and ordering, that his Library, with all his 
oveables, ſhould be ſold, to raiſe a Sum of a 
jundred and fifty thouſand Livres, which is pro- 
is'd as a Reward to thoſe who ſhall either take 
im Priſoner, or kill him. They alſo petition'd 
e Dake of Orleans to make the utmoſt uſe of 
s Authority againſt the Cardinal; who there- 
pon rais'd conſiderable Troops, and gave the 
ommand of them to the Duke of Beaufort. 
In the mean Time the Cardinal is not idle, 


\ Tot with what Forces he has, performs ſome 
hidWnfiderable Actions in his own Defence. He 
mel taken Priſoner an eminent Cousſellor of Par- 
. The Parliament ſent a Trumpet to de- 
and und his Releaſe. This Meſſenger was rejected. 
then nereupon the Parliament are taking new Me- 
breed 

eic The Prince of Conde has ſent a Letter and Re- 
dell eit to the Parliament, deſiring them to ſuſpend 


ieee Execution of the Arreſt publiſh'd againſt him ; 
ce the Time given him to lay down his Arms 
2 not yet expir'd, and that the Cardinal was 
turned into the Kingdom, contrary to the Prob: 


n fign'd by the King. 
de But notwithſtanding all theſe Traverſes, Ma- 
deli is come again to the Court, which is now 


Pt at Poictiers; where he was receiv'd with in- 
dor te Reſpect and Careſſes by the King, the Queen, 
owe all his Friends. Animoſities daily encreaſe 
Wh wveen the different Parties: Private Grudges 
tee improv'd to pub/ick Factions: An univerſal 

Viſhneſs has poſſeſs'd the Hearts of the French 
t the don: They are alarm'd and offended at one 
n b\*tter's Looks, If a _ {nules too much or 
SHE too 
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too little, in converſing with his Friend, 
enough to give him the Character of an Enem 
or at leaſt to render him ſuſpected. So that] 
who wou'd live peaceably here at this Jundy 
had need to be well skill'd in all the Secret 
Phy/iognomy, and make frequent uſe of his La 
ing-Glaſs ; leſt any oblique Caſt of his Eye, 
ſatyrical wrything of his Noſe, ſhould be inte 
preted for Symptoms of hidden Malice. For n 
they'll ſpy Treaſon in every Feature of a Ma 
ace. 

As for me, when I go abroad I conform to 
Companies, yet alter not my Addreſs ; I neit 
play the Ape, nor counterfeit a Status: But d 
ſerving a Medium, I pay a civil Reſpect to i 
without being courtly or rude : For this Cami 


that no body ſuſpects the plain, deform'd, blu 
Crook back'd Titus of Moldavia, to be what! 
really, Mahmut the Slave of the exalted Port, 


Paris, 14th of the 2d Moon, 
of the Year 1652. 


— 


LETTER IT 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secrel 
of the Ottoman Empire. 


T H E Prince of Conde's taking up Arms i 
| more puzzled the Counſels of the Ain 
France, and more embarraſs'd his Affairs, tv 
any Occurrence that has happen'd ſince the Dl 
of his Father, 


4 I 
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I have already inform'd the Kaimacham and 
chers of all Paſſages hitherto relating to theſe in- 
efine Broils 3 ſince which they ſeem to be im- 
rov'd into a Var, wherein Foreign Nations take 
Parc. After the Return of Cardinal Mazarini to 
Wis Court, the Prince of Conde was driven to great 
treights ; being compell'd by the ſwift Marches 
f the King's Army to retire to Bourdeaux : 
here, conſidering that it would not be ſo much 
is Intereſt to keep this Place, as to encreaſe his 
orces, he ſent Envoys to the King of Spain and 
frch-duke Leopold in Flanders, to deſite their 
ſiſtance. 

The former immediately diſpatched away Or- 
ers for a confiderable Body of Men to approach 
e Confines of Gaſcoigne, where the Prince had 
great Intereſt ; and the latter ſent him eight 
ouſand Men, to act on the fide of Flanders, and 
ward Paris, as Occaſion offer'd. 

This is the particular Game of the Spaniards, 
d take Advantage of the Civil Wars in this King- 
om, that ſo, by aſſiſting the weaker Party, they 
y balance the conteſting Powers of the Na- 
on, and keep 'em in a perpetual Quarrel ; whilſt 
| the 7..terim they gain Ground, recover the 
aces which the French took from 'em in time 
| dome/tick Peace, and ſo pave the Way to new 
omqueſts. 

In the mean time the Par/iament ſent Deputies 
the King, beſeeching him to remember his Roy- 
Word, by which he had for ever baniſh'd Car- 
ral Mazarini, and repreſenting to him the fatal 
Wonſequences which were like to proceed from 
Return. But the King, inſtead of complying - 
ch their Requeſts, caus'd an Edict of Council to 
n which juſtify'd his Conduct in this 
latter. 


| 4 
all 


I 2 He 


beſt ſuits with my Circumſtances. Hence it 
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too little, in converſing with his Friend, ! 
enough to give him the Character of an Enem 
or at leaſt to render him ſuſpe&ed. So that] 
who wou'd live peaceably here at this Jun 
had need to be well skill'd in all the Secrets 
Phyfiognomy, and make frequent uſe of his Log 
ing-Glaſs ; leſt any oblique Caſt of his Eye, 
ſatyrical wrything of his Noſe, ſhould be ints 
preted for Symptoms of hidden Malice. For n 
they'll ſpy Treaſon in every Feature of a 
ace. 

As for me, when I go abroad I conform to 
Companies, yet alter not my Addreſs ; I neil 
play the Ape, nor counterfeit a Status: But « 
ſerving a Medium, I pay a civil Reſpect to 
without being courtly or rude : For this Carr 


that no body ſuſpects the plain, deform'd, blu 
Crook-back'd Titus of Moldavia, to be what! 
really, Mahmut the Slave of the exalted Port. 


Paris, 14th of the 24 Moon, © 
of the Near 1652. 


— — 


LETTER III. 


To the Reis Effendi, Principal Seer 
of the Ottoman Empire. 


'T HE Prince of Conde's taking up Arms iſ 
1 more puzzled the Counſels of the Ai 
France, and more embarraſs'd his Affairs, !! 
any Occurrence that has happen'd ſince the De 
of his Father. 
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I have already inform'd the Kaimacham and 
chers of all Paſſages hitherto relating to theſe in- 
fine Broils ; ſince which they ſeem to be im- 
rov'd into a War, wherein Foreign Nations take 
part. After the Return of Cardinal Maxarini to 
is Court, the Prince of Conde was driven to great 
treights ; being compell'd by the ſwift Marches 
f the King's Army to retire to Bourdeaux : 
Where, conſidering that it would not be ſo much 
is Intereſt to keep this Place, as to encreaſe his 
orces, he ſent Envoys to the King of Spain and 
frch-duke Leopold in Flanders, to deſite their 
Wiſtance. 

The former immediately diſpatched away Or- 
ers for a conſiderable Body of Men to approach 
e Confines of Caſcoigne, where the Prince had 
Wl grcat Intereſt ; and the latter ſent him eight 
bouſand Men, to act on the fide of Flanders, and 
ward Paris, as Occaſion offer'd. 

This is the particular Game of the Spaniards, 
d take Advantage of the Civil Wars in this King- 
om, that ſo, by aſſiſting the weaker Party, they 
y balance the conteſting Powers of the Na- 
on, and keep em in a perpetual Quarrel ; whilſt 
| the 7..terim they gain Ground, recover the 
aces which the French took from em in time 
| domeſtick Peace, and ſo pave the Way to new 
mgueſts. | 

In the mean time the Par/iament ſent Deputies 
the King, beſeeching him to remember his Roy- 
Word, by which he had for ever baniſh'd Car- 
nal Mazarini, and repreſenting to him the fatal 
Wonſequences which were like to proceed from 


2 Return. But the King, inſtead of complying. 
rs, ll th their Requeſts, caus'd an did of Council to 


publiſh'd, which juſtify'd his Conduct in this 


* 
ie ter. 
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He alſo writ a Letter to the Parliament full a N. 
Complaints, that they had not yet publiſh'd any au! 
Order to hinder the Entrance of a Foreign Am 
into the Kinydom. But all ſignify'd nothing t 
Men paſſtonately bent to maintain the Prince 9 
Conde's Quarrel againſt their Sovereign. He hu 
but few truſty Men in that Senate, and they ar 
over-aw'd by the reſt. Beſides, the Duke of Or: 
leans bears a ſtrange Sway, both in the Par/iamat 
and Country. 

At the Inſtigation of the Prince, the Citizent 
of Orleans ſhut up their Gates, when they hear 
the King was coming that Way in his return t 
Paris: Yet the Country was open for the Prin 
of Conde a Subject; he travell'd up and down the 
Provinces to make new Intereſts, and confm 
the old, leaving the Command of his Army i 
Gaſcoigne, to his Brother the Prince of Conti. 

here have been many Skirmiſhes and Encoun 
ters between the King's Forces and thoſe of tit 
Male-contents, and one fierce Combat, wherel 
the Prince of Conde defeated the Vanguard of tit 


King's Army, as he was marching to this Cin . *: 
Whereby getting the Start of his Sovereign, I ar 
arriv'd here, and was receiv'd in the Parlianm ont 
whilſt the Monarch was forc'd to lie encamp'd ill, 10 
the Field. x = 
The Prince found a different Reception, «i, ®? 
cording to the various Humours of People; Til B 
greateſt Part favour'd him; and he receiv'd if 
nite Careſſes from the Citizens of Paris : But mt 4 2 
with ſome Oppoſition from Perſons of hig! "uy 
Rank, and more ſtedfaſt Loyalty to the Cror cn 
The Duke of Orleans is his greateſt Friend, a _ 


one for whom the Parliament have a great Dei Wy 
ference ; not ſo much in Contemplation of 
Wit and Policy, as for the ſake of his near Rel 
tion to the Crown, he being Uncle to the 2 
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King : Whereby he has a Right to aſſume more 
Authority than others, in regulating the Diſor- 
ders of the Court; among which the greateſt is 
ſteem'd that of Cardinal Maxarini's Return. 

In a Word, both Parties ſerve themſelves of 
hoſe who have the greateſt Intereſt, and are 
oft likely to compoſe the Quarrel. The exil'd 
veen of England, and her Son, who have taken 
Sanctuary in this Kingdom from the Perſecutions 
ff their own Subjects, make it their Buſineſs to 
ediate between the Court Party and the Faction 
pf the Princes. 
The Prince of Conde alſo ſent Deputies to the 
Ling, to repreſent to him, that the only Means 
Mo give Quiet to the State was to baulih the Car- 
11 Minifter : And as they were delivering their 
Iddreſs, Mazarini came in, at the Sight of whom 
hey aggravated their Charge, and ſaid to his 
ace, „ That he was the Cauſe of all the 
*'EVILS which the Kingdom ſuffer'd.” The 
ardinal interrupting them, turn'd to the King, 
xd ſaid, “ Sir, It will not be juſt that ſo flonriſh- 
ing a Kingdom, and to whoſe Grandeur I have 
contributed all that lay in my Power, ſhould 
ruin it ſelf for my fake; therefore I humbly 
entreat your Majeſty to grant that I may re- 
turn to my own Country, or whitherſoever 
my Fortune ſhall call me. No, no, rep/y'd the 
Queen, (not without ſome Paſſion) this cannot 
unde granted; the King had never more Need of 
your Counſels than at this Juncture: We can- 
not conſent, that ſo ſerviceable a Man ſhould 
be baniſh'd only to humour his Enemies; 
therefore let us hear no more of that. 

The Deputies perceiving nothing of Hopes, re- 
m'd to Paris. Then the Parliament deputed 
chers to go to the King, and remonſtrate the de- 
WW orable State of the Realm. This was done a few 
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In the mean time, we have been alarm'd hen 
in the City, with daily Inſurrections of the Md 
titude. The Occafion was, ſome private Orden 
which the Duke of Orleans had given to the Pro 
volt of the Merchants, relating to his Charge, and 
the Welfare of the City. This being miſunde. 
ſtood by the People, who have not the Senſe tt 
diſtinguiſh the good Offices of their Governors fron 
Injuries, put em all into a Tumult. They 4 
faulted the Provoſt in his Coach, as he was p 
fing the Streets: And had he not eſcaped into u 
Apothecary's Shop, they would, perhaps, in the 
Fury, have torn him in Pieces; for ſo they ſery! 
his Coach, as an after Revenge. 

I am weary of beholding the malicious Qua 
rels of theſe Infide/s. But when I-confider, tha 
their Diſcord will be inſtrumental to the futuꝶ 
Conqueſts of the true Believers, I am patient and 
reſign'd. 

However, 'tis one Comfort to me in this Thot 
ny Station, that one Time or other, inſtead « 
the perpetual jangling of Bells in Paris, I m 
again have the Happineſs to hear the Myezins cn 
on the M:narets in Conſtantinople, There is but 0 
God, and Mahomet his Prophet. Or if I ſhall nd 
live to enjoy this Wiſh, yet, in the #vifii 
State, I ſhall hear the ſame Cry, and ſhall be pal 
Doubt of thoſe Things, whereof I have no Ct 
tainty in this Life. | 


0 


* 


Paris, 29th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Nar 1652. 


LET 
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LETTER IV. 


Cara Hali, Phyſician to the Grand 
Seignior. 


HE Chriftians ſeem to have too proud an 

Opinion of themſelves, and ſet a greater 
aue on human Nature than ſuits with Reaſon. 
hey aſſert, that all Things were made for Man, 
nd ſtile him Lord of his Fe/low Creatures; as if 
ad had give him an abſolute Dominion over the 
of his Forks, eſpecially over the Animal Gene- 
ations ; and that all the Birds of the Air, Beaſts 
f the Earth, and Fiſh of the Sea were created 
ah to ſerve his Appetite, and other Neceſſities 
We! Life. I remember a Letter I formerly ſent to 
hee, wherein I diſcourſed of the Carieſian Phi- 
b/ophers, and their Contempt of the Beaſts, in 
lenying them Souls, or the Uſe of Reaſon. 

Give me leave to entertain thee now,. and di- 
ert my ſelf with ſome farther Remarks on this 
WubjeQt. Tis a Refuge from Melancholy, when I 
an thus freely diſcover my Thoughts to a Friend, 
yo I know will not be partial to the Truth. 

I have been long an Advocate for the Brutes, | 
ind have endeavour'd both to abſtain from injur- | 
ing them my ſelf, and to inculcate this fundamen- 
Point of Juſtice to others: This is owing to 
the Example and Philo/ophy of Mahummed, the 
remite in Arabia, that Light and Glory of religi- 
vs Men. And were it not that my Humour is to 
de doubtful in all Things, the Influence of his 
Converſation would make me a profeſs'd Pytha- 
Tren, a Diſciple of the Indian Brathmans, a 

Champion for the Tranjmigration of Souls, 
4 The 
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Way. Wherefore, inſtead of Salt he loaded her 


them, lays her Ears cloſe down to the Ice, and 
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The laſt Letters ſave one I writ to that S9/itzn Lt 


Was upon this Subject; ſuch an one as wou'd Noi 


vert him in his Cave. It contain'd an Account: + 
of the Primitive Manner of Life practis'd by thy 1 al 
Ancients, a Narrative of the Golden Age, a Hifi 
of human Innocence, and the Steps which Men ff 
took to uſe Yiolence and Cruelty to their Finne 
Creatures, Now I will preſent thee with ſone f y 
additional Obſervations, ſome Remnants of a * 
antiquated Truth, glean'd from Philoſophers ul 


Hiſtorians, and winnow'd from the Cha of Ir. oe 
ror and Superſtition. . 
Who wou'd not believe the Beaſts to be enduli, 1 
with Reaſon, when he beholds them perform il 
the Actions of rationa/ Creatures with more 14a 
Caution, though leſs Pride than Men? They ae * 
more provident than we, and much more ſub- , 
tle in avoiding any Affliction or Danger. Wi- inn 
neſs Thales the ay x ber's Mule, which he often, 
employed to carry Salt to a certain Market; but]... 
the cunning Bea/? finding her ſelf over loaded. 
when ſhe was paſſing through a River lay don 8. 
whereby the Water penetrating into the Sacks 1 
of Salt. melted it away and lightned her Burden... 
And this was her conſfant Practice, till the Php,” 
/»/opher, perceiving himſelf thus out-witted Hör c 


his Beaſt, was reſolv'd to circumvent her another 


with Wool, which he knew would grow heaviet 
by being wet. But the wary Mule, ſenſible of the 
Difference of her Burden, would couch no more 
in the Water; but ſeeing no other Remedy went 
forward on her Journey. 

Who will not admire the Wiſdom of the Fix 
in cold Countries, which the Tnhabitants uſe as 4 
Guide when they would paſs over any frozen 
Lake or River? For this Creature going before 


liſtens 
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litens to try if ſhe can hear any Motion or 
Noiſe of the Water running underneath ; which 
if ſhe does, ſhe will not venture on the Ice; but 
if all be ſtill, then by a /ogical Deduction ſhe con- 
clud2s the Ice is thick enough. to bear Paſſen- 
gers; and ſo ſhe leads the Way, whilſt the Men 
follow. 

When a Dog is hunting in the thick Woods, 
and by chance comes to a Place where three Paths: 
meet, he firſt ſcents the one, then the other; 
and perceiving that the Game is not gone by 
any of thoſe two Ways, he throws himſelf ſwift- 
ly forward in the third, without ſuch a particular 
\pplication of his Noſe. Which is an evident 


| \rgument, that he makes uſe of the like Choice 
Fri e our ſelves ſhould do. 
i And now I have mention'd this Creature, F 


annot forbear celebrating their Virtue and Fide- 


here are many pleaſant” Examples recorded by 


grave Hiſtorians. 


1 Such is that of Hyrcanus, a Dog belonging to 
Yon j{machus, who would never depart from the 
Phi body of his dead Maſter, but following it to the 
| þ Funeral Pile, leapt into the Fire, and was burned 
*. or Company. | 


But the Gratitude of a Lion to a certain Slave 
Rome, is beyond all parallel. This Slave 
mas one of thoſe who were appointed to 
ombat with teil Beaſts. in the Amphitheatre. 
ccording to the Cuſtom of the ancient Romans, 
n the pub/ick-Shews which were exhibited to. the 
eople. As ſoon as the Lion was let looſe in the 


p F awement, he ran furiouſly at the Slade; but com- 
ren nearer, he ſtopp'd on a ſudden, as one aſto- 
efore uſhed : Then he came gently toward the Save, 


awning upon him, and licking his Hand, which 
as d all the People to give a Shout. The Ex 
I 5 De ro 


ty, whereof we have daily Experience; and: 
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peror being preſent, and taking Notice of th 
ſeeming Friendſhip and Acquaintance that my 
between the Slade and the Lien, ſent for the 
Slave, and enquired the Occaſion of ſo ſtrange u 
Accident. To whom the Slave made the follow 
ing Relation. 

« My Name, faid he, is Andredus, and I an 
* Slave to a certain Proconſut, who having deter 
* min'd to kill me, I made my Eſcape, a 
« hid my ſelf in a Cave; where I had not li 
long before this Lien which you now i 
came in, being very lame of one Foot. A 
« ſoon'as he 'ſpy'd me, he came limping towul 
* me, and ſtretch'd forth the Paw that was wound 


ed, as tho' he begg'd of me to eaſe him. . 
* frighted as I was, I took his Paw in my Haare 
* and pull'd out a great ragged Thorn, whid 

* ſtuck faſt in it. Then I waſh'd' the Woll! 


* with my own Water, whilſt he lay very pat 
« ently 'till I thoroughly dreſs'd it. The aſe i 
found by my Application made him fall aſleep 
* and when he awak'd, he lick'd my Hands, an 
« ſhew'd other Signs of Affection and Gratitude 
« I liv'd with him thus three Years in that Cart 
« and every Day he brought me a Share of i 
« Prey, on which I ſuftain'd my ſelf. But 
« length, tir'd with this manner of Life, 
„ took my Opportunity when he was go! 
« abroad pA make my Leere. I wandered u 
and down three Days, when a Company of 80 
. « diers meeting with me, and knowing to who! 
© I belong'd, took me and brought me hither | 
« my d Maſter, who has condemn'd me to tl 
« cruel Death. But it ſeems Fortune ſo orde! 
« it, that this Lion ſhould be taken about ! 
« {ame time, and appointed to be my Executi' 
« this Day. Yet you ſee he refuſes to perſo 
« his Office out of Gratitude to me for wy f 
„mer Kindneſs. T 


4 
U 
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48 The Emperor aſtoniſh'd and pleaſed at this Paſ- 
vul age gave the S/ave his Life and Freedom, be- 
tMfowing alſo the Lion on him, which brought him 
e uin a conſtant Lively hood, by ſhewing him to all 
Ion People : who having heard of this wonderful 
Accident; were deſirous to ſee both the Lien and 
his Tenant, for ſo they ſtil'd the Slave; and ſome 
eter MW call'd him the Lion's Phyfecian. | 


thy Patience, and make thee forſwear reading my 
Letters for the future, were I not well acquaint- 
ed with thy Genius, and know that thou delight- 
eſt in Relations of this Nature, being no Enemy 
to the harmleſs Brutes. 

Whatever thy Sentiments are towards theſe, I 
Gre be ſure thou art my Friend, and wilt bear 
with my Importunity, when I ſtrive to convince 


the toi Beaſts are not void of Reaſon and Moral 
/irtve. | | 


WW iis, 20th of the 7th Moon, 
ef the Year 1652. 


— * 


: 


D LETTER: V. 
To the Captain Baſla. 
N the Name of God, ſuperlatively indulgent and 


benign, Lord of Armies which cannot be num- 
order er d, Conſervator of the Empire founded on his 
ut Mn Unity; Praiſe be to him that has neither Begin- 
wei 


p 1 nor En What is the Reaſon that we are always 
da 


erſonf led by the Infidels ? Every Year our 42g Eu- 
ny er ſends out ha 8 Armies by Land, — 
| I a 7 et: 


I ſhould think I had ſaid enough already to tire 


| Men, and confirm my ſelf in this Truth, that 


— — 
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Fleets'by Sea are term'd INVINCIBLE, yet they 
are ſtill overcome by the Chriſtians. Where the WM de 
Fault lies is beſt known to thee, and the General; 
to whom the Command of all is committed. once 

My Spirit is diſquieted about theſe Thing 
and I am uneaſy cy, neither does the Night om. 
afford me any Repoſe. This hot Weather I ps 
up to the Terraſs of my Houſe at the Hour d 
Sleep, thinking that the Coolneſs of the Air would 
Incline me to reſt; but I can find none. I tunM« m 
my ſelf on the Leads to the Right Hand and u 
the Left, yet all Poſtures are a- like. Sleep bu 
abandon'd my Eyes. My Zeal for the Empire d of 
the Faithful will conſume me. 

One Night I made ſolemn Peparations to wel 
come the firſt Appearance of the Moon, after t «< 
manner of my Countrymen. I ſprinkled Wat 0 
on the Floor of the Terraſs, and with a new BeſonW* h 
fwept away all Uncleanneſs : I filbd a Lamp wid ſt 
the moſt precious Oil J could get in Paris ; which fc 
having lighted at the going down of the Sun, 1 
placed directly on that Part which is neareſt tt 


n 
Mecca. Then I fell on my Face and pray'd d“ tl 
eternal Source of Light, * That at the MomentW* a 
% when the Moon Ft aſcended our Horizon, © F 


intellectual Splendor might ſhine in my Brea“ h 
e that I might there, as in a Mirror, behold “ e 
« future Fate of the Muſſulmans, and the Tu“ tl 
< which as yet were hid in the dark Womb of © 
« Poſſibility. | | 
My Petition was granted: The Night was 1 5. 
ber ſhady Courſe, the Stars on their Watch, at 
Time, as from a Limbeck, diſtilbd the ſilent M 
nutes, 'till the Moment wherein the Neighbo 
Planet firſt peep'd on the Tops of Mountal 
At that Inſtant I ſaw and heard things (or! 
leaſt I thought ſo) which I never ſo much . a 
dream'd of before, neither can I remember “ » 
thouſandth Part. Beliet 
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Believe me, 8 Commander of the Marine, 
do not boaſt or joy in this: For I think, 
here can be no greater Affliction than to be 
once made Partaker of ſuch a Bliſs, and then to 
loſe it almoſt as ſoon as gain'd. Yet there are 
ſome Foot-ſteps of the Viſion remaining on my 
emory. | 
66 . I beheld Armies of Mu//ulmans (for 
I thought 'em to be ſuch their Tyurbants) 
« making ſeveral Deſcents on the Shores of 7ta- 
iu hy: Methought I ſaw them proſtrate themſelves 
hu on the Ground; and after a conſiderable ſpace 
of Silence, the Air echo'd with the Sound of 
« Allah, Allah, much like the Noiſe of great 
« Caſcades, or Falls of Water. | 
Then they ſeem'd to diſperſe themſelves all 
« over the Country in divers Bodies. The In- 
% habitants of Nome appear'd all in a great Con- 
« fternation : The chief Mufti of that place went 
« forthwith into the Streets, followed by his 
* Cardinals and Derwiſes, accompanied by an in- 
* numerable Multitude of People. They carried 
WM their Gods of Gold and Silver along with them; 
and being apparell'd with Garments of coarſe 
Hair, they ſprinkled Aſhes on their Fore- 
heads in token of their Humility, and to pa- 
= o the Indignation that was kindled againſt 
them. 2 | 13 | 
But Heaven was deaf to their clamorous 
Voss, neither could all the Pomp of their ſu- 
berſtitious Solemnity dazzle. the Eyes which are 
A © 2 thouſand inns 3 — than the Sun, pene- 
© trating into the darkeſt Corners of the Heart. 
In a word, theſe Infidels ſeem'd a while after to 
be in a great Confuſion and Hurry, running 
this Way and that Way to hide their Goods, 
© and fave; themſelves. from the victorious S ran- 
gers. In fine, I ſaw the Creſes taken down from 


C- « the 
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* the Minarets of the Moſques in Rome, and Creſ 
* cents advanced in their place. 

I do not relate this as if I gave Credit to Ji 
ons and Trances : Perhaps all this might be but 
walking Dream. Yet ſuch Viſionary Entertainment 
happen of courſe to our Countrymen, wheel 
they obſerve the aforeſaid Ceremonies. Butl te 
thee, I am not aſleep at this Moment; and yet ii 
appears to me a very probable Undertaking, ſo 
the Mu//u/mans to fit out a mighty Fleet, which 
having a ſufficient Army of Land- men abort 
might deliver them, with little or no. Oppoſition; 
on ſome of the wealthy Shores of J7taly : And ii 


it is not thought worth the Labour to make ne TI 
Conqueſts, which would be difficult to maintain f ; 
yet at leaſt our Soldiers, by plundering only ix 
rich Temples and Convents of the Nazarene re ſ. 
might carry away ineſtimable Treaſures. 2 


I wrote formerly to one of thy Predeceſſirs: 
bout the fame Matter, propoſing the Surprize ol 
Loretto, as a very eaſy Attempt, and that the 
Booty would infinitely ſurpaſs the Expence and 
Trouble: But Mahmut's Advices are never : 
garded *till 'tis too late. We ſquander awz 
Thouſands of Men, and Millions of Money, tt 
purchaſe little infignificant Hande, which are d 
fended indeed with ſeeming Vigour by the Cin 
ftians, but tis rather to amuſe us, than out of ar 
real Value they have for thoſe Places. | 

It is only a Maxim of Weſtern Policy, thus toll f 
give Diverſion to the Arms which are deſtin'd t: 
ſubdue a// Nations. They ſport themſelve*, tc 
ſee the Flower of the Eaftern Militia conſum'd ! 
their Trenches, before the impregnable Fortrels 
of Candia, which, if won, will not quit the Colt 
of ſo tedious a Siege. Whereas, in half thi 
time, our invincible Forces might have over- ru 
all Hach. | | 


Tho! 


V. 


7700 


Thou wilt not think this an impracticable En- 
erprize, when thou ſhalt conſider the Diviſions 
f the Italian Princes, the univerſal Security and 
ſoluptuouſneſs of the Inhabitants, and yet the 


ppreſſions and Tyranny they live under, being 


eec'd and poll'd of all their Subſtance, to main- 


vin the Grandeur of their Governors, and the Pride 
the C/ergy 3 which renders *em equally diſguſt- 
dat their preſent ſlaviſh Manner of Life, and de- 
irous of a Change. It is not hard to ſurmiſe, af- 
er all this, that a Conqueſt would be eaſy to the 
itorious Muſſulmans ; or at leaſt, ſuch Depreda- 
ions would mightily enrich them. 

The moſt proper News that I can ſend thee, is 
f a Combat lately fought at Sea, between the 
1/iſþ and the Dutch. The Generals on both fides 
re faid to be brave Men. He of Britain is call'd 
late; the other's Name is Trump. Which had 
he beſt on't, is not. certainly known, Men ſpeak as 


ey are byaſs'd. Yet the Datch loſt two Ships in 
s Engagement, tho' their Fleet was far more nu- 
erous than that of the Eng /i/h. 


If I were worthy to adviſe my Superiors, 1 
ould propoſe ſome notable Exploit by Land; 


Wor God has given the Earth to the true Believers, 


but the Sea to the Chriſtians.” 


Paris, 14th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Near 165 2. 
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LETTER VI. I : 

X ; tha 

To the Kiaya Bey, or Lietenant-GenerilMct 
of the Janizaries. 
cor 

Had once a great Intimacy with Cm Hal, dor 

the brave Aga, who now 1s no more on Earth, vile 
that honeſt old General merited all Men's Love cl 
Follow thou his Example, and in Time his Pok the 
will fall to thy Lot. Thou art already in the h 
Advance to it; let no airy Vice make thee giddy, 1 
and give thee a Fall. "Tis a common Apboriſn and 
That Health, long Life, and Honour, deſcend from . 


above. But if they do, I tell thee, tis like the 
Rain, which only then does good, when it pene: 
' trates the Earth, and moiſtens to the Root. An 
humble Heart, is like a kindly Mold, receiving the 
Dews of Heaven with Advantage and Profit; but 
Pride is a Rock, which ſpatters away the Bleſſing! 
ſhower'd down on it. 
Perhaps thou wilt be affronted at my Blunt 
way of writing ; Yet aſſure thy ſelf, I honour 
thee more than a thouſand Flatterers, I am not 
Tent hither to ſtudy nice Expreſſions, but to ſerve 
the Grand Seignior with Integrity. Beſides, | 
know thou haſt not been accuſtom'd to the /o/ii 
Entertainments of Ladies Chambers, but the rough 
Dialedt of War. It is thy Honour to be unse- 
quainted with the Delicacies of Diſcourſe, Diet 
or Dreſſing ; things only fit to enervate a Man' 
Courage, and change his Heart into that of a Wo- 
man. Thou knoweſt how to handle the Cur 
raſs and Lance, the Sabre and Shield, the Bot and 
Gun; and art perfectly vers'd in all the Militan 
Terms of Art. A Diſcourſe of Sieges and Cam. 
Paigns, ſtorming of Forts, and ts 0 
amps 
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Camps, is more agreeable to thee than all TLY's 
Oratory, or the fineſt Strains of the Perſian Poets. 
I am therefore confident thou wilt not take it ill, 
that I addreſs to thee in a Style void of Artifice, 
yet full of real Reſpect and Love. 

If I counſel thee, tis for thy good; and I am 
commanded to expreſs my Sentiments with free- 
dom. Beſides I have a perſonal Privilege to ad- 
"y viſe thee, the Right of a Friend; which thou wilt 

acknowledge, when I tell thee, that I once had 
peil che Happineſs to fave thy Life, as we travelled 
together in Arabia. 
ay Thou can'ſt not but remember that Paſſage ; 
iſm and how that in heat of youthful Blood, thou 

Whad'ſt provok'd an Emir to kill thee in the Sight 
the ef the whole Caravan, had not I fallen at his 
ene. Feet, and told him, thou wert a Stranger to the 
un of the Country. 

elieve me, I do not reproach thee with this, 
but only make uſe of it, as an Argument to 
onvince thee, that the ſame Motive which 
prompted me to interpoſe my ſelf at that time 
detween thee and certain Death, induces me now 
o give thee Warning of a Precipice, of which 
hou art in danger. Every one gives thee the Cha- 
atter of a brave Man; and no body likes thee 
he worſe, for being of an Air as fierce as a Tar- 
jar. All this becomes a Man of the Sword; and 
hey ſay, thou doſt every thing with a martial 
race. 
But Jam told likewiſe, that thou art guilty of 
warice: And that for the Lucre of Preſents, thou 
nrolleſt Men in the Li of the Janiſaries, who 
re not fit to ſerve in the Wars; ſuch as are Houſe- 
eepers, Perſons entangled with Wives and Chil- 


bey only appear on certain Days in the 2 
Sy 


wit, and then return to their Domeſtict Buſine 
F without 


ren, with Debts and other Incumbrances; that 


. _”oro mugen PSY. ¹ůęwm . —— 
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without ever regarding the Di/cip/ine of the Naa 
Chambers, or thinking themſelves oblig'd to lean 
the Art of Var: That thou in the mean time 
takeſt their Pav, and many additienal Btibes 
whilit they are only contented with the Tie and 
Privilege of a Faniſary, to ſhelter themſelves 
from Juſtice, and protect them in their R. 
pine and Villanies. 

I tell thee, ſhould this be known and prove 
againſt thee, it would be to thy Ruin: But! 
hope better things, and that theſe are only the 
Surmiſes of thy Enemies. For thou knowel, 
That none ought' to be admitted in that ancient 
Order, but the Tributary Sons of the Nazaren; 
who being in their /nfancy liſted in the Collin 
know neither Father nor Patron ſave the Grau 
Seignior, who is the common Parent and Protedu 
of the O/man Empire. On his Service 1s all then 
Zeal and Courage fixed, having no private Byaſh 
no partial Inclinations, to warp them from the 
Fidelity they owe their. great Maſter. They art 
devoted to indefatigable Toils and Hardſhy 
during their whole Life. 
This was the i Inftitution of the Faniſari 
though, through the Corruption of the Time 
they have much degenerated from their print 
Rules. But thou, who art honour'd with an big 
Command, wilt ſignalize thy Virtue and Loyalty 
in reforming theſe Abuſes, and in not ſufferiny 
the College of Men of Var to become a Recepta 


of Rogues and Drones. 1 
Such Diſorders as theſe have promoted the ing. p, 


teſtine Breils of this Kingdom ; I ſay not that the) 
are the original Cauſes ; yet 'tis a great Diminu 
tion of Sovereign Majeſty, when a King ſhall fin 
his own Armies fighting againſt him, as ti 
do at preſent here in France. How many Mut 


nies and Rebellions have been rais'd by the lice 
15 tio 
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ious Jani zaries at Conſtantinople; when laying 
aide all Reſpe&t and Duty, they have not ſpar'd 
o violate the Seraglio it ſelf ; but entering within 
thoſe ſacred Walls with Bands of armed Men, 
have turn'd all Things Topſy-Turvey, ſeiz'd on 
he Imperial Treaſure, chang'd the Domeftick Of- 
ficers of their Sovereign, and ſometimes chas'd 
him from his own Palace, to the Hazard, if not 
o the Loſs of his Life? | 

If thou would'ſt know what they are doing 
here in France, the Men of Arms are cutting one 
mother's Throats, whilſt the Rabble are burning 
heir Neighbours out of their Houſes. | 
Two Days ago, the Multitude aſſembled in the 
Streets, and having beſet a certain Palace in this 
ity, they put Fire to it, reſolving to kill all that 
ould attempt to make their eſcape out of the 
lames. A Perſon of 2xa/ity coming out to pa- 
ty them, fell a Victim to their unbridled Rage: 
Ind had not the Dake of Beauford (of whom TI 
ave often made mention in my Letters) inter- 
os d his Authority, they had murther'd all that 
rere within thoſe ſuſpected Walls. 
Sometime before this, the Mare/chal Turenne 
ook a Place of Strength from the Printe of Conde; 
who in lieu of it took St. Denys, a Town not far 
om Paris, wherein there is a Temple, which, the 
reach ſay, is the richeſt in Europe. But they are 
augh'd at by the 7ta/ians, who boaſt of far richer 
Moſques in Venice, Milan, Naples, and Rome. 
The Duke of Lorrain plays faſt and looſe with 
te Prince of Conde. He enter'd the Kingdom with 
1 Army, pretending to eſpouſe the Prince's Quar- 
, but was quickly bought off by the Qucen, fo 
ut he is now gone to Flanders again; by this 
tion leaving a free Paſſage to the King's Army 
nder Mareſchal Turenne to range whither they 
© which were before block'd up by oO 
r our 
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Four Days ago there was a bloody Encounter WM 
between the Troops of the Prince, and thoſe q My! 
ö * Turrenne, in one of the Suburbs of PW. 
rig. Neither cou'd boaſt of the Victory, tho the ' 
Battle laſted five Hours; But at length, the Prin, the 
of Condes Troops retir'd into the City, being ri 
frighten'd with the main Body of the Kings Ar. ; 
my, which appear'd on the neighbouring Hills Le. 

Illuſtrious Fanizary fortify thy Heart with al Wj,- 
the neceſſary Retrenchments of beroick Yirtu;Mwh 
and rather than ſurrender to Temptations of cou 
Vice on diſhonourable Terms, run the Hazud con 


of a Storm. Thi 
aga 

Paris, 6th of the 7th Moon, que 
of the Year 1652. B 


1 


LETTER VI. 
20 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna, 


\ \ 7 E are altogether by the Ears in this Ni. 

dom, killing, burning and deſtroying one 
another; whilſt you in Germany enjoy abun- 
dance of Peace. The Occaſion of our Quarrei 
here, is, the Return of Cardinal Mazarini, againk 
whom the Duke of Orleans and Prince of Conde eo th 
inveterate Enemies. The former is declared r, 
Lieutenant-General of the Kingdom, by the Par 
liament of Paris; who give it out, That the Ky 
is Cardinal Mazarini's Priſoner. They have Muti 
ſo beſtow'd the Command of all Forces under the NC 
2 of the ſaid Duke, on the Prince dl 

onde. 


Theis 
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Their Principal and only Pretence, is the Remo- 


val of the Cardinal from the King and his Council. 
What will be the iſſue, Time will demonſtrate. 


There has been a Duel lately fought, between 


the Dukes of Beaufort and Nemours, two eminent 
Friends to the Prince of Conde. 


The King going to a Town call'd Pontoiſe, ſome 
Leagues from Paris, drew a great many Counſel- 
lors and Prefidents of Parliament thither ; Men 
who are loyal and ſtedfaſt to his Cauſe. This en- 
couraged the King to put forth a Declaration, 
commanding the Parliament to meet at Pontoiſe. 


They, on the other ſide, publiſh'd an Arreſt 


apainſt this Declaration. Thus they continue Pi- 
quering one at another. | 

But here is News arriv'd from Cologne, which 
urprizes People very much. I know not the true 
Ground of their Aſtoniſhment ; but the Priefts 
ſeem to be mad for Joy. All that I can hear 
about it is, the Reſtoration of the Roman Catbo- 
ick Religion in that Province, which is a Novelty 
nexpected; eſpecially the Eccleſiaſtict Grandeur, 

hich, it ſeems, has been laid afide above theſe 
hundred Years. I tell thee only as I am inform'd 

y ſelf: It lies in thy Power to certify me of 
he Truth of Matters. 

They ſay alſo, That the famous General John 
le Werdt is dead; as likewiſe the Archbiſhop of 
Lreves. It is added, That Frankendal is ſurrender'd 


o the Elector of Heidelberg, according to the late 


greement at Munſter ; and that there is a Diet be- 
zun at Ratisbon. 

I deſire thee to inform me of all theſe Things 
particularly, and of whatſoever elſe occurs in the 
urt where thou reſideſt. 

As to Matters of Religion, be not over ſedulous : 
ety is compriz'd in a few Rules. Yet the Saul 
Man is naturally inquiſitive, and would fain be 


acquaixted 


— — 
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acquainted with all Things. I adviſe thee to ei 
thy Eyes frequently on the Earth that is unde 
thy Feet; ſurvey the Groves and Fields, th 
Mountains and Valleys, Rocks and Rivers: Tha 
look up to the Heavens, and take a ſtedfaſt Viey 
of the Stars; conſider the Beauty and Order d 
all Things: And after this tell me, if thou can 
imagine, That the great and immenſe Creator nd 
this wonderful Fabrick form'd all the Nations AHMfe⸗ 
the Earth to dame em eternally, ſave only that cold 
of your Race. | 


Son of 1/rael, I wiſh thee heartily adieu. 


Paris, 11th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1652. 


1 


— — —— —— 


LET TIE VIII. 


To the Kaimacham. 


HE Pariſians ſeem to be all in a Drean u 
Trance: They know not what they ſay d 
do, or at leaſt they care not: Such is the in. 
menſe Joy for the Return of the King to this Cit. 
The Steps to this ſudden Change, were the ret: 
ring of Cardinal Mazarini from the Court; which 
was ſeconded with a Declaration of Indemnity, a 
a general Pardon for all that had paſs'd during 
theſe Troubles, Yave ſome particular Reſerve, 
Sacrilege, Fires and ſuch like. This work" 
ſtrangely on the Inhabitants of Paris. But tht 
Prince of Conde not finding any Satisfaction, 381 
his own Perſon in this Anneſiy, call'd in the Dule 
of Lorrain's Army to his Aſſiſtance, Theſe 1 
duc'd the Ans Forces to ſo great a r * h 
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cl WExtremity, that the Parliament being ſenſible of 
der the Advantage, made uſe of it, and ſent Deputies 
te to the King, beſeeching him to continue in the 
haWWGme good Reſolution he had taken before this 
en {WMisfortune. 

Oi The Monarch ſuffer'd himſelf to be overcome, 
"ty a Violence mix'd with ſo much Submiſſion, 
nd yielded to their Requeſts. Immediately the 
ö learts of the Prince of Conde's Friends grew 
hoe cold, and began to change their Sentiments. In 
word, they were reſolv'd to deſert their new 
{ufter, and caſt themſelves at the Feet of their 
awful Sovereign. The Grandees, who had moſt 
feed Conde's Intereſt, laid down their Offices. 
he Foreign Armies of Spaniards and Lorrainers 
etir d out of the Kingdom. The Citizens of Pa- 
i; ſent a Deputation, conſiſting of Sixty Six Per- 
on: of Honour, to invite the King to the City, 


ne Officers of the Mi/itia did the like. The King 
ing ſatisfy'd with the timely Penitence of his 
hub jects, and having commanded ſome preparatory 
ilterations in Places of Truſt, enter'd this City on 
he Twenty firſt of the laſt Moon, with the Joy 
nd Acclamation which cou'd expreſs the Love of 
Is People, and the Regret they had labour'd un- 
ler during his Abſence. 

Thou ſeeft, illuſtrious Miniſter, that tho? by 
e Artifices of a Faction a King may be render'd 
ious to his Subjects, be baniſh'd from his 
Palace, and have the Gates of his Cities ſhut againſt 
im, as befel to this King; Yet the Inconvenien- 
es they feel in taking up Arms againſt him ſoon- 
ror later bring 'em to Repentance; and they 
re glad to court his Return, whom but a while 


771 0 
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erves, 
rork'd 
it the 

as i 
Duke 


ſe ne 


natify the Ambition of a bold young Prince of 
ie Blood, who promis'd, and ventur'd all things 
| in 


nd aſſure him of their future Allegiance. All 


80 they fore'd away by their Undutifulneſs, to 
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in hopes of a Crown. For it cannot be ſuppoy} 
That the Prince of Conde had leſs Aims when he 
firſt began this War; tho' his Pretences were ſpe 
cious, only to remove Cardinal Mazarini, and 
other evil Minifters from the King, and to protet 
the French from the Machinations of Spaniſh and 
{talian Counſels ; whilſt it is evident, That al 
along he and his Party have been ſupported by 
the King of Spain in their Rebellion. One woll 
wonder how the French, a ſenſible and witty M. 
tion, could be thus impos'd upon. But the 4% 
bian Proverb ſays, There are none ſo blind, as thi 
that wilfully ſhut their Eyes. 

Yet whatever ſtupidity reigns among the Fran 
methinks nothing but Light and Reaſon ought to 
appear in the Actions of the Mu/ul/mans. I an 
confounded to hear of the Rebe//ions in Syria and 
Egypt. Will they never give Reſt to the Bay 
of the Prophet | Muſt the ſupreme Miniſter be eve 
employ'd in proclaiming the Nefraum ? Whit 
Offence has been given to the Baſa of Damaſeu 
or to him of Caire ? 

Sage Preſident of the _—_ City, I am abaſt'd 
before the Inſidels, when I hear theſe fragical Re 
ports out of the EAI. | 

But what can be expected, when the Mann 
of the Faithful are quite eſtrang'd from thoſe 0 
their Father's ? The Muſſulmans almoſt out-l 
the Franks in Vice and Debauchery. 

When thou readeſt this draw thy Scymitar at 
make a Scabbard of the next Man who mutters 
Word againſt our /azful Sovereign. 


Paris, 26th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1651, 
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. LETTER IX. 

: 70 Dgnet Oglou. 

nd | 

rell thee, I am neither melancholy nor mer- 
bl ry, but in a kind of mungrel Humour, be- 
u veen both. I am half Democritus, and t'other 


af Heraclitus; being equally diſpos d to laugh 
d weep at the Vanity of all Things here be- 
ww. That Thought touches me ſenſibly, yet 
ot enough to carry me into Extremes. The Mi- 
ry and Happineſs of the whole Life of Mor- 
b, are Themes ſcarce worth a Paſſion. What- 
er we endure'as an Evil, or poſſeſs as a Good, 
e both ſo ſhort, that as the one need not ſink us 
an Exceſs of Grief, ſo neither does the other 
ſerve a Paroxy/m of Foy. A Sigh or a Tear are 
jough for the firſt, and a Smile is too much 
r the laſt. My Mind at preſent is an Ægui- 
rium. | 

What ſignifies the Birth of the greateſt Monarch, 
that he can boaſt of a /oxg Deſcent of Kings, 
8 Progenitors? He is born to Labour and Trou- 
2 as well as other Men; and all the charming 
alures that attend a Creton are ſcarce ſufficient 
recompence his Cares and Fatigues, his Hazards 
L Toils, and the perpetual Riſques he runs both 
Peace and War. 

If from the Cradle he make an early Step to a 
tone, 'tis but a mock Honour to be crown'd 
tha Wreath of Briars, ſqueez'd and preſs'd in- 
tender Temples by the deceitful Hands of 
Guardians and Miniſters, who ſtrive only to 
the Foundation of their own Honour in his 
in, by improving the Time of his Minority, 
making Oppreſſion 8 that during 


E. their 
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their preſent Authority, they may expect the I 
and Elixir of his Subjects Wealth, and hoard ith 
their own Coffers, leaving only the Lees to hin 
when he comes of Age, and theſe generally con 
-pounded with the III-will of his People. I vil 
the Caſe prove not the ſame in our preſent S7] ar 
reign Sultan Mahomet; who, thou know'ſt, wy 
lifted to his Father's Throne before his Time, ax 
by Methods which cannot be juſtify*d. It 
the Myf7i”s Plot, who is the Oracle of the Lan 
and fo the Muſſulmans acquieſced. But mark t 
End; ſuch Trea/ſons ſeldom eſcape unpuniſhi 
Tho' Sultan Ibrahim was depos'd and impriſon! 
(not to mention that which grates the Ears of Henn. 
loyal Ottoman) tho? his eldeſt Son be 'placed « 
his Throne to ſerve the Ends of a Faction; ye 
Younger than he may live to revenge the Wron! 
that were done to his Father, and reftore the 
pire of the Faithful to its priſtine Grandeur. Tha 
are now above three Years elaps'd ſince tl 
change of Affairs at the Serag/io. In the md 
time, doſt thou not obſerve the Diſcontents of tl 
People ? Is there not a general Coldneſs and Ne 
trality to be diſcern'd in the Converſation of tho 
who, at firſt, were moſt forward to approve ti 
DMufti's Proceedings? Men begin every wh 


to reflect on the preſent Revolution, and its f min; 
Conſequences. The Venetian War, they 15 ee der 
quite impoveriſh'd the Empire. Decay of In — 

re 


Want of Money, and a 'Thoufand other Thug 
are the daily Complaints in Con/tantinopie : Ti 

T am told from very good Hands, Men of | 
veral Nations, Merchants who trade in f 
City, Perſons altogether unbyaſs'd. They, 
Strangers, have been inquiſitive, during-t 
Reſidence there, into the Humours of the Peo 
to find how the My//u/mans ſtand affected to! 
preſent State of the Ottoman Affairs. 1 wy 
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drove not the Preſumption of thoſe Infidels, yet 
make uſe of it to inform my ſelf of ſeveral ma- 
erial Paſſages, which I could not otherwiſe learn 
t this Diſtance from the auvgu/? Port. 

They tell me, The Soldiers murmur that ſo 
many thouſands of Men have been facrific'd in 
andia and Dalmatia; whilſt what they gain in 
e land, they loſe on the Continent : For, it ſeems, 
e Venetians are ſtill too hard for us one way or 
ther. They grumble alſo for want of their due 
ay, and that they have not Bread enough ta 
eep em from ſtarving. A certain Greek aſſur'd 
e, he had heard ſeveral of the Spabi's ſwear ſo- 
mnly, That it was agreed amongſt them, not 
go into Dalmatia the next Campaign. But this 
took as a Strain of the Grecian's natural Faculty 
ho, thou knoweſt, are much given to Roman- 
rg. However I hear enough both from them 
d other Travellers of Eaſt and We, to convince. 
e, That ſome of the Grandees at tue Imperial 
ity are in a tottering Condition. | 
All which ſerves but to confirm my firſt Diſ- 
urſe, that hardly any thing on Earth is worth 
Thought, ſince all Things are of ſo ſhort Du 
tion. | 
In a Word, the World ſeems to be a Garden in- 
mingled with Roſes and Weeds. The fir/ are fo 
We cncompaſs'd with Thorns, That a Man can- 
t gather 'em without wounding himſelf : And 


Thin there be more eaſe in cropping the latter, yet 
nl y are unwholſom, and ſtink ; putting a Man 
\ of frequent Purifications, as the Times he 


ches em. ee. 
hey, Let thou and I, dear Dgnet, paſs along the Ally. 
ag th this Garden, view her Beauties and Deformities 
„ ProfiÞ® an even Mind; not putting our ſelves to 
4 i fatigue of gathering her F/orvers, or ſuffering 
ho W'<1ves to be tempted. with her /after Pleaſures. 
pre K 2 But 
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But let every Thing we ſee and hear in this enchay; 
ed Ground, ſerve the Ends of our Contemplation 
being ſtedfaſtly mindful of this Truth, That 4 
thoſe Things which appear ſo 75 and full of Charm 
are nothing but mere empty Idea's and fleeting Sbi 
dows of that ſubſtantial and permanent Pleaſin 
which bas her Refidence wy in Paradiſe. 

Thou may'ſt tell the Kaimacham, our Friend 
that now the King of France begins to play th 


Monarch on the Bottom of his own Wit and Col > 
rage, without the Aſſiſtance or Counſel of Tum | 
He bas brought the Parliament to an abſoluſif : 
Compliance with his Will, having purg'd ie 
Senate of diſaffected Members, and baniſh'd fru ext 
the Court the Duke of Orleans, who pretend ted 


a Right to rule his Sovereign. In the mean Tim 
the Prince of Conde has taken Rethel, and St. Mu 
Boud, whilſt Barcelona is ſurrender'd to the 9 
ni ard. Thus what is gain'd in one Point, | 
loſt in another. Doubtleſs there is nothing all 
on Earth. 


Paris, 87h of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1652. 


LETTER X. 
To Melec Amet. 


H Y Adventure, and miraculous Eſc 

ver the Danube, put me in mind 0 

certain French Nobleman of the Prince of Con 

Party, who laſt Summer being cloſely purl 

by ſome of the King's Horſe, and himſelf ex 

lently mounted, leap'd Hedges and Ditches . 
11 FI 
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avoid Captivity. At length they had chas'd him 


into the Corner of the Land, from whence it was 
impoſſible for him to eſcape but by eee, 
yer a ſmall Arm of the Sea. What Riſques will 
not a Man run for the Love of Liberty? This 
Perſon, like an o'er heated Stag, perceiving his 
unters cloſe at his Heels, boldly leap'd-on Horſe- 
jack into the Sea, chuſing rather to periſh in the 
aters, than to fall into his Enemies Hands. 
None were ſo hardy as to follow him through 
he uncertain Waves. However, his Hor/e being 
f matchleſs Strength, carried him ſafe over to 
he oppoſite Shore. As ſoon as he arrived at the 
ext Town, where he had many Friends, he re- 
ated this wonderful Paſſage. But inſtead of che- 
hing his Horſe for ſo faithful and invaluable a 
ervice, he drew his Sword, and immediately 
I'd the Beaſt that ſav'd his Life, ſaying, He did 
for the fake of Fame, being reſolv'd that his 
Horſe ſhould never perform the like Service to any 
ther Mortal. i 
This was an ungrateful Caprice, and far from 
e Morality of Su/tan Selim, the Son of Bajazet, 
ſho, when his truſty Horſe Carabuluc had once 
vd his Life by his extraordinary Swiftneſs; ho 
| token of his Thankfulneſs, built a Stable on 
pole for him in a large Encloſure of Mea- 
Ws, allowing a Penſion to a Groom to wait on 
e meritorious Beef, and give him his free De- 
ht in all Things as long as he liv'd, com- 
anding that he ſhould: never more be forced to 
bour or travel. And to compleat the H- ppi- 
EſcaÞ's of the Beat, he cull'd out ſome of the bea u- 
d offul'lt Mares of Arabia to accompany him; charg- 
Canis alſo, that the Doors of the Stable ſhould ve 
purſghvzys open for the ny 6 to go in or out, and 
fee when and where he pleas'd. This was 2: 
ches Neneroſity worthy of an Eaftern Monarch, whom 
ay K 3 as 
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as thy Letter informs me, thou haſt in Part in It 


tated. + in 
But ſuch is ſome Men's Ambition and w J) 
Deſire to be talk'd of, that they care not by vnd 
barbarous Methods they accompliſh their Ain; 
It was a Motive of this Nature which temptel 
Eroſtratus to ſet Fire to the famous Temple of þ. 
heſus ; which had been two hundred Years in 
uilding, and was numbred among the Sev 
Wonters of the Warld. | 
This happen'd on the very Night that Alex: 
der the Great was born. And the Villain being 
ask'd, why he committed ſo deſtructive a Sam 
lege; anſwer'd, That it was to acquire an imm 
1al Fame by ſo ſtupendous a Witkedneſs, ſince be ni 
not hope to be recorded for bis Virtue. 
Plutarch mentions a Jeſt that was made on ti 
Deſtruction of Diana's Temple. For it was con- 


mon in every Body's Mouth, That the Godaeſs be [ 
ing calb'd that Night to the Labour of OlympinlWct 
the Mother of Alexander, cou'd. not be preſent iy t 
Home to fave her Houſe from burning. For tin t 
Gentiles believ'd, That Diana (whom they a ch 
call'd Lacina) was inviſibly aſſiſtant at the Birth q 1. 
Children. * tell 
However, the Prieſſs made no Jeſt on't; bit will 
ran up and down howling and making Gaſhes i The 
em 


their Fleſh, preſaging, that Fate was that Day bu 
fied in ſigning the Decree of Afia's Ruin. Th T 
is certain, that that very Night the Man . ſonr 
born who was deſtin'd to ſubdue: all Aa, 9nd ed b 
on the Ruins of the Perſian Empire raiſe M. 
Monarchy of the Macedonians. However, tit unle 
Fillain who burnt the Temple had not his Deſire W=-r: 
for it was decreed throughout all Aa, that Hef 


Name ſhould: never be mention'd in Hiſtory, M e. 


any publick Writings. | Pri 
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It is recorded of a certain Governor of a City 
in Italy, that being on the Top of an high 
Tower with only the Pope, the German Emperor, 
and an Ambaſſador from Yenice in his Company, 
he was tempted to throw the two former over 
the Battlements, as they were taking a Survey of 
the City; which he might have eaſily done, for 
they were both aged, and incapable of reſiſting 
his Strength. This Paſſage he confeſs'd to his 
rboſtly Father 3-and being ask'd, what induced 
him to think of ſuch a horrid Treaſon? He an- 
ſwer'd, That it might be ſaid, He did a Thing which 
never was done before, nor in all probability would 
ever be done again; ſince no Prince, having heard 
uch a Story, would ever venture himſelf into the 
ame Danger without a ſufficient Guard of his own. 
But however he had not Reſolution enough to go- 
through with his Project. 

[ hear thou art like to acquire Fame by other 
Methods than theſe, being in a fair Way to riſe 
by thy Virtues to ſome conſiderable Employments 
in the Empire 3 for which I equally rejoice with 
thy ſelf. 

In the mean Time 'twill perhaps be obliging to 
tell thee ſome News out of theſe Parts, which 
will make thy Company welcome to the Grandes : 
They love to converſe with Men who can furniſh 
em with Intelligence of Foreign Affairs. 

The freſheſt Diſcourſe here, is of the Impri- 
ſonment of the Cardinal de Retz, who was arreſt» 
ed by the King's Order on the nineteenth of this 
Mon. What his Crime is I cannot inform thee, 
unleſs it be that he is an Enemy to Cardinal Ma- 
zarini. People generally give him the Character 
of a very honeſt Man; but thou know'ſt Honeſty 
counted a Vice in the Courts of theſe Weſtern 
Princes. The Crafty are the only Men of Vir- 
ve and Merit among the Infidels. | 
1 K 4 Thou 
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Thou may'ſt alſo report for a Certainty, That 
the Spaniards have taken Dunkirk in Flanders, and 
Cazal in the Dukedom of Mantua. This Town is 
1.1d to be the Key of all Italy: I cannot tell thee 
which is the Lock it belongs to; nor, I beliere, 
they themſelves, - But this I obſerve, that when 
the King of France ſits dawn before any Place 
with his Army, whoever * the Key, neither 
Locks nor Bolts can keep him out long. And 'tis 
ten to one if he do not find an Entrance into this 
Place again very ſpeedily, when the Spaniſh King 
has pleas'd himſelf for a while with an imaginay 
Poſſeſſion of it. 

I conclude my Letter juſt at the Hour when 
the o Near expires, according to the Account 
of the Chriſtians, wiſhing thee a Scene of Mu 
Felicities. 


Paris, 31/7 of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year 1652. 


—— 
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Lr 
To the ſame. 


Hh the Opportunity of a Day or two 


more before the Po goes out of Town, 

F make uſe of it to ask thee, Whether there. be 
any Notice taken in your Parts of a Comet newly 
appearing above the Orb of the Sun? It has not 
been obſerv'd here till within theſe few Nights. 
And the Afronomers, notwithſtanding the Cold- 
neſs of the Seaſon, (which I aſſure thee is ſharp 
enough) are very buſy with their Teleſcopes io 
Pry into the Figure of this Meteor, and obſj rve its 
| 011005: 
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The Vulgar look on it as a great Prodigy: 
bout its Conſequences: Every Body ſets up for 


nd ſuch as are eſteem'd great Philaſapbers, cannot 
pree in their Judgment concerning it. Some 


o Corruption and Change, and that chis Comet is 


encrated after that Manner : Whilſt others hold a' 


ontrary Opinion. They are all divided, and diſ- 
ute hotly in as Anintelligible Terms as the Lan- 


zages of America are to us of this Continent. They 


mſe one another, and themſelves, with far- 


tch'd Words: And all this while, for ought I. 


now, the wiſeſt among 'em may be as much 


nder a Miſtake as thoſe who never ſtudy'd ſuch 


hings. All the Inſtruments of the Opricks are 
pught out to help their Sight; and yet they may 
eas much in the Dark as the Men in Plato's Care. 
t is an Article of my Faith, that we Mortals 
now very little of thoſe far-diſtant Beings. But 
beſe Franks are the moſt opinionated People in 
ne World; no Man has the Modeſty. to allow 
other as much Right to Reaſon as himſelf. 
very one ſets up for a Dogmati/?, and requires the 
ntellects of all others to be reſign'd to his; tho? 
rhaps that be only form'd by the Rules of his 
rents, the Impreſſions of his early Years, the 
orce of Education, the Faſhion of his, Country, 
by ſome notable Accident: in his Life: All 
hich are equally liable to Falſhood and Truth. 
ow many Sed were there of the ancient Philo- 
ers, ſtiffly defending their ſeveral Opinions? 
hne fays, the Heavens are made of Braſs ; ano- 
ler of Iron; a third of Smoke. This will 

| K 5 have 


Motions. They take great Pains, and endure all 
he Rigour of the Froſt and Snow, in hopes of 
naking ſome new Diſcovery. 

here are a Thouſand Opinions among them 


judicial Aftrologer. Nay, the Learned themſelves, 


fert that the Matter of the Heavens is ſubject, 


- 
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. Ing themſelves in the Pyramid of Smoke, arilng 


have em to be ſolid, that fluid: There is no End 
of their Controverſies. 

In the mean Time no Man knows what they 
are made of, or. what is the Figure of the Worl; 
whether round or ſquare, or beyond all Dimenſ. 
ons; whether Matter be diviſible or indiviſible i 
the laſt Atom. Who can aſſure me, if there be 
only one World, or whether there may not as wel 
be a thouſand Millions? Whether the Start be 
Opake Bodies as this Earth, and inhabited, or no 
J tell thee again, there is no Certainty of thek 
Things. Man's Senſes are too weak, his Imagins 
tion too frail, and all his Faculties far too ſhor 
to comprehend the Works of the Omnipotent, wi 
alone is rie and perfect in Science. 

Wilt thou have my Opinion of this Comet ? [ 
am apt to think 'tis ſome ſuch Globe of conbiſi 
ble Matter as our Earth appears to be, and perhaps 
burden'd with as many Sinners, that either by 
the Courſe of Nature, or Decree of Deſtiny, then: 
cloſd Fire has broke its Bounds, and ſpread its con 
ſaming Flames o'er the Surface 3 which embody: 


To 


from ſo vaſt a Conflagration, cauſe that Appearan 
which we call the Tai/ of a Bl/azing-Star. Ant 
for ought I know, after the ſame Manais ſhall al 
our Globe appear to the Inhabitants of thoſe . 
mote Worlds at our Day of Fudgment. 

I am not poſitive in theſe Matters, nor wil! 
ſhut up my Sou] from future Lights; but leaving 
Things as I find 'em, full of Myſtery and doudk 
Faces, I will expect no better Fate than that « 
Socrates, That as I have liv'd, fo ſhall I die 1! 
Doubt, only hoping for plenary Satisfaction in i 
next World. 


Paris, 24 of the 1 Moon, 
L the Year 1652. 


<<. 


LET 
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- LETTER XI. 


70 Peſteli-Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 
the Grand Seignior's Cuſtoms. 


OW thou beginneſt to reap the Fruit of thy 
Travels: May'ſt thou live to have a fu 
Harveſt, I eſteem myſelf infinitely obliged to the 
illuſtrious Baſſa, our Countryman, for this particu- 


wn Merits were a ſufficient Recommendation: 
But what Light can a Candle give that is ſhut up 
loſe in a dark Lanthorn ? So thick was the Veil, 
2 hich thy own Modeſty had drawn o'er the Sp/en- 
for of the mot accompliſf'd Virtues. 
Son of my Mother, let not what I have ſaid 
paſs for the Words of a Flatterer. Thou knoweſt 
| am as free from that Vice, as I am from Envy. 
is Affection only guides my Pen, when I tell 
ice, I heartily rejoice in my Brother's Proſperi- 
v; and that the Grand Seignior has a faithful 
derrant. J hope that Sovereign of Sovereigns will, 
n time, find Reaſons to acknowledge to the no- 
de Ker ter Haſſan, the good Office he has done 

im in preſenting ſuch a Slade. Let no Error of 
ne baulk my ExpeRtation. 

"Twill be an eternal Honour to the Houſe and 
Tribe from which we deſcend, if by acquitting 
by ſelf fairly in this Poſt, our great Maſter ſhall 
unk, thee worthy of a more ſublime Station. 
Therefore eſteem this only as a Trya/ of thy Fide- 
ity, and how far thou art capable of ſerving the 
hultan. Be induftrious, but not affected in diſ- 
ling thy Abilities. Obſerve a Gradation; ſor 
te flowelt Steps of Greatneſs are the moſt ſecure. 
um not to be rich and mighty on a . 

Witt 
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har Friendſhip in this Buſineſs. Tis true, thy 
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ſwift Riſes are often attended with precipitate 
Falls. If, in other Caſes, tis commendable to he 
niggardly of Time, and ſqueeze every Minute 
to an Improvement in Virtue; yet thou wilt find 
It expedient to follow other Maxims, in the wy 
of growing Great: And that to be liberal in 
Years of Patience, will be no unprofitable Fru 
gality in the main; ſince what is ſooneſt got, ; nid 
generally ſhort in the Poſſeſſion; and he that m- 71 
nopolizes Honours or Wealth, is moſt times en- ¶ pet. 
ed to his Ruin. | ; Mu 

Nature it ſelf ſhall convince thee of this, In 
thoù wilt but contemplate her moſt obvious Work. has 
Caſt thy Eye on the Oak among the Plants Whit l 
Vegetable is more permanent, or of greater Se. For 
vice to Men? Yet the Tree of ſo vaſt a Bulk, uu eth 
whoſe aged hollow Trunk I have ſeen ſixteen M- 
Men fitting round a Table, under whoſe wide 
ſpread Branches the Houſe of Arom Eb nie! En por 
Sherophaim,; the chief Emir of Arabia, is built aui and 
ſtands at this Day. I ſay, this Tree, in its fut wit 
Original, was not ſo big as the Thambof thy Rigit rail 
Hand: And, if Naturaliſis ſpeak Truth, 'twas ! 


Hundred Years a growing to theſe Dimenſions Ma 
as many in afix'd and flouriſhing Condition, and his 
that it will not take up a leſs Time in decaying for 
to its laſt Rottenneſs. \ 

They fay alſo, That an Elephant, the biggei us t 


and ſtrongeſt of all the Beaſts on the Earth, le the 
two hundred Years, and continues encreafing i 
its Stature the greateſt part of that Term. Th Par 
like they relate of Crocodiles and Dragons. | 

But not to tire thee with Examples of this Nr 
ture, let us conſider, that whatioever is greit 
and durable among Men, whatſoever is illuſtn 
ous and excellent, is ſlow in the Production, an- 
makes not haſty Leaps to Maturity. View : 
the Monarchies that have made ſo much Noiſe q 7 


Kart 
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Farth, and thou wilt find, that in Proportion to 
the Fime of their growing Greatneſs, was the 
Term of their Duration. How ſwift was the Riſe 
and Fall of the Perſian Empire ? Equally precipi- 
tate was that of the Macedonians. None could 
ever boaſt of ſo permanent and univerſal a Sway 
as the City of Rome, of which it is commonly 
ſaid, Rome was not built in a Day. 

To come nearer Home: How laſting and per- 
petually Victorious, is the /acred Empire of the 
Muſſulmans? Yet it took its firſt Riſe from very 
, I mall Beginnings, met with frequent Repulſes, and 
has made a flow Progreſhon to the preſent formi- 
dable Height of Sovereign Power it now poſſeſſes : 
For, thou know'ſt, this is the thouſandth, ſixti- 
eth and third Year, ſince the Holy Flight of the 
Meſenger of God. 

What I have ſaid, may be apply'd with Pro- 
portion to Mens perſonal Advances in the Honours 
and Fortunes of this World. Be content therefore 
with the S2a/a&7s wherein Deſtiny ſhall think fit to 
raiſe thee, and ſtrive not to out-run thy Fae. 

All the News I can tell thee is, that Cardin! 
Mazarini return'd the 13th of the laſt Moon, from 
his ſecond Baniſbment ; which thou-may'ſt report 
for a Truth to the Miniſters of State. 

We are all Exiles here cn Earth. God reſtore 
us to a Region. more agreeable, and admit us to 
the Careſſes of our Friends in Paradiſe. 


Paris, 25th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 1653. 


L E r. 
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LETF EA XII. 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


1 HE Rleſſings of God and his Prophets de- 

ſcend upon thee from a thouſand Sources, 
Thou art a true Friend, and our whole Family 
are obliged to thee for Favours which have 
no Number: But none more than my Bro- 
ther and I ; Our Engagements to thee are equal; 
ſince what Kindneſs thou haſt ſhewed to him, 
in recommending him to the Sv/tax's Favour, 
and to a Place of Honour and Profit, I take as 
done to my ſelf, we being naturally Sharers in 
each other's Proſperity, or adverſe Fortune; for 
ſuch is the Method of ſtrict Relations and Friend: 
ſhips. And T have a particular Reaſon to thank 
thee; becauſe it was at my Inſtance thou promo- 
ted'ſt him. Yet tho' he is my Brother, I ſheuld 
not be ſo partial as to ſay theſe things in his be- 
half, did I not know him to be a Man of Merit. 
For Flaces of Truſt ought not to be beſtow'd for 
Favour or Affection. We are bound to ſacrifice 
all private Regards to the Intereſt of the Grand 
Seignior; and not act like the French, who get 
Offices of the greateſt Importance many times 
by being of a Faction, or Party, oppoſite to their 
King. | 

Since the Return of Cardinal Mazarini to this 
Court, which was in the foregoing Moon, the King 
has reform'd many Abuſes of this kind: He be- 
gins to feel his own Strength and Authority ev'ry 
Day more and more. 

In the Moon of December dy'd Cardinal Richlieu“s 
Brother, who was Biſhop of Lyons, and Grand 
Almatier of France, The King has beſtow'd theſe 
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Honours on Cardinal Antonio Barberini, who took 
Sandtuary in this Court, from the Perſecutions of 
the preſent Roman Pontiff, almoſt ten Years ago. 
He has always eſpouſed the King of France's In- 
tereſts in Rome. And the grateful Monarch re- 
ceiv'd him with much Affection; and, as an ad- 
ditional Honour, has made him a Knight of the 
Holy Spirit. This is the chiefef Order of Knight- 
hood in France. 

It is freſhly reported here, that the Dake of 
Newburgh, a great Prince in Germany, is dead. 
They talk alſo of certain Prodigies that have been 
lately ſeen in England, Ireland, and other Parts 
of Europe; as raining of warm Blood, Tin and 
Copper. And 'tis affirm'd for certain, that three 
duns were lately ſeen at Dublin, the chief City of 
Ireland. | 

There has been a Sea-Combat between the Eng- 
lip and Hollanders on the Coaſt of Italy. Where- 
in they fay the Durch had the Victory, having 
ſunk two of their Enemies Ships, and taken one, 
"5g any conſiderable Loſs on their own 

e. | 

Here is no other News ſtirring at preſent 
worth the Knowledge of a My/ulman Grandee. 
The Eyes of all the Weftern Nazarenes are fix'd 
on that Refuge of the Wor/d where thou reſideſt, 
and on the Actions of our invincible Vizir in 
Candia. | 

They diſcourſe of ſome Overtures of Peace 
which that great General has made to the Yeneti- 
ans, if they will forthwith ſurrender the City of 
Candia to the viftorious Oſmans. 

If this be true, one would think ſo great 
Clemency muſt needs tempt the proud Infidels to 
Submiſſion and Compliance. But if Deſtiny has 
otherwiſe decreed, T wiſh they may feel the Force 
of our Arms, which appear more keen than 

even 
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even the Scythe of Time, that Devourer of all 
things. 


Paris, 27th of the zd Moon, wn De 
ef the Tear 1653. y of . 

ff your 

— — — ö ot 

prung f 

LETTER XIV. Now 

R ; ell in 

To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienm Neeret 
| Dbedien 


HY laſt Letter ſpeaks thee at once willing Nloweſt 
to be enlightned, yet tenacious of thy old Wh in ma 


Prepoſſe/fions. I wonder not at the Diffi culty thon Would k 
findeſt in ſhaking off the es of thy Rabbi, Weir En 
thoſe Religious Triflers. The Influence of EA. any nc 
tion is as fereible as that of our Birth : And the Ha. he this | 
bits that are rooted in us in our tender Nars are Wit if tl 
harder to be diſplanted, than the inherent Af. Who at a 
ions of our Blood : This is ſignify'd by the Are. Ne (ever 
bian Proverb, which ſays, The Tutors of Lauth Pint, 
have an Aſcendant over the Stars of their Nati acht ne 
toi ty. 0 the Ir 


know it has been eſteem'd the peculiar Glory 


ammo xte 
of thy Nation, that you have been rigid Obier- r which 
vers of the Traditions of your Fathers: From Me but a 
which, rather than deviate a Tittle, there have Ir by, 
not been wanting ſuch as freely expos'd them- Wr-.cv Jan 
ſelves, and have bravely endut'd Racks, Scourg- Wiffer me 
1ags, Burnings, and all ſorts of Torments, even ty: I d 
the moſt exquiſitely crue] Deaths, that the Malice Why, of M 
of Tyrants could invent. But do not I know allo rb cam 
that in ſome of the moſt weighty Points of your ith Myr. 
Law, your Zeal has exceeded your Prudence? ride 
I ſpeak not of the private Bigotry of one Man, W the MI. 
or a few; but of the AA Song Boa) at Wife's the 
your whole Nation. How ooliſhly ſuperſtitious Near d in } 


were 
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hen being aſſaulted by their Enemies on the Sab- 
ath Day, they refuſed to draw a Sword in their 
wn Defence, and ſo were all cut off by the Ar- 


ff your Adverſaries in Religion, but the Obſerva- 
jon of Fo/ephus, a Man of the ſame Faith, and 
prung from the Stock of Iſrael as well as thy ſelf. 

Now tell me thy Opinion, did your Fathers do 
ell in thus ſacrificing themſelves and the whole 
ntereſt of /rae/ to a miſt ken Pun#ilio of that 
Dbedience they ow'd the Law, or no? If thou 
loweſt the former, then Mattathias did wicked- 
in making a Decree, that from thenceforth it 
bould be lawful on the Sabbath Day to reſiſt 
heir Enemies; and all the Ferws were guiity of 
hany notorious Breaches of the Law, in obey- 
bg this Decree, and fighting on the Sabbath Day: 
ut if thou ſay'ſt, they did ill in not fighting, 
ho at a prohibited Time, and prohibited under 
he ſevereſt Cxr/es, then it follows, that there is 
oPcint of your Law which may not, nay, which 
ught not to be difpenſed with, and give way 
d the Intereſt of State, and the Good of the 
ommonzwealth. So that at this rate, the Religion, 
ir which you are all ſo zealous, will appear to 
e but a Form of Government, divinely contrived 
r human Regards. I do not call in Queſtion the 
kraculous Delivery of your Law on Mount Sinai. 
ufer me to plead without Suſpicion of Parti- 
It: I do not go about to invalidate the Tefti- 
my of Moſes and the Prophets. Doubtleſs the moſt 
% came down through the Heavens, attended 
th Myriads of Angels, and thirty two thouſand 
hariots of Fire; and when he ſtood on the Top 
f the Mountain, the Rear of his Train had not 
asd the Silver Gates of the Moon. The Sun ap- 
ar'd in his Circuit, as one aftoniſh'd; he —_— 

an 


rere your Armies in the Days of Mattathias,. 


y of Antiochus ? This is no invidious Remark. 
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and fled away from the eternal Brightneſs, not M mne fo 
able to endure the Lufre of a Glory ſo for ſurpi. ¶ hr foi 
ſing his own. The Stars were dazzled at the in. the fan 
mortal Splendor, and miſtook their Courſe; they WM te N. 
ran againſt ons another in their affrighted Career, W hlind a 
And as a laſting Memorial of that glorious Deſcent Mercif 
the Angels left their bright Inpreſſion of their Foot 
eps in the Path; that heavenly Road is to this 
Day diſtinguiſh'd from all the reſt of the Sky by 
its Whitene/s, which makes the Mroncmers call 
THE MILKY WAY. _ | 

The Nations of the Earth were amaz'd at the 
tremendous Viſion and Noiſe ; for the Mountain 
was all on Fire, whoſe Flames reach'd up to t 
Clouds, and its Smoke to the Mid-Heaven. Th 


to dam 
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ther th: 
ſhou'd 

ſequenc 
pardona 
and juc 
Ingredi 


Globe trembled and quak'd at the dreadful Thu Dou 
derings, and the Lightnings penetrated the 4% oyid 
ef Hell. The infernal Spirits were {tartledat the Wa 
uncouth Flaſhes z and ask'd one another, I the bett, 2 
of Fudgment were come? The Waters hid thi they pre 
ſelves in their Fountains, and the Orean utter d Wp,/,,,., 
deep murmur. Every thing in Nature was lute Joy 
pris d with Wonder and Dread; and Maſes hin Dann 4. 
ſelf, when he came down from the Mounts! Purity : 
was all transform'd into Light. iſe the 

Thou ſeeſt, Nathan, I am no Infidel, but belien Winds i 
as thou doſt, that the Law of Moſes was brouglWunerfer, 
down from Heaven. But does it therefore follonWens of 
that this Law is univerſal and eternal? Can noitroybleſs 
be /zved but the Sons of Iſrael, and ſuch as iy the ? 

roſelyted to their Religion? Doubtleſs this i: Mn n t. 
Error as thou thy ſelf wilt acknowledge, whel lttle Sup, 
thou haſt well examin'd the Matter. RemoWhe Jr, 
thy Poſt a little, if it be only in Imagination rung, ff 
Riſe from the Feet of thy Doctors, who have Were th, 
Rill'd into thee Prejudices againſt all the Softing mi, 
of Adam, except thoſe of your own Race. vtilihey are 
aloof for a while, and laok round about thee ; an wo 
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the four Winds; but fix thine Eyes on the Ea, 
for from thence Wiſdom takes her Origin. Did not 
the ſame God who created the Ferws, alſo create all 
the Nations on the Earth? And canſt thou be fo 
blind and obdurate as to think, That Sovereignty 
Merciful made ſo many Millions of Souls on purpoſe 
to damn them? Or. that it ſhall be imputed to 
them for Sin, that they were not born of the Szed 
of Jacob? Was it in their Power to chuſe the Fa- 
ther that ſhou'd Sg et them, or the Mother that 
ſhou'd conceive them? How abſurd are the Con- 
ſequences of this narrow Opinion? It is an un- 
pardonable Pride and Malice, thus to contemn 
and judge thoſe that are compounded of the ſame 
Ingredients as yourſelves. 

Doubtleſs God has ſent Prophets into all Nations, 
to guide them into the right Way, and not into 
the Way of Infidels. Thoſe who believe the Pro- 
bets, and obey their Precepts, ſhall be ſav'd: For 
they preach the Unity of the Divine Eſſence, the 
Reſurreftion of the Dead, the Day of Fudgment, 
the Toys of Paradiſe, and the Torments of the 
Damn'd. They teach the Neceſſity of Juſtice, 
Purity and good Works ; exhorting all to pra- 
tiſe the Golden Rule, without entangling their 

inds in endleſs Niceties, which are but the 
duperfetation of Piety, the excrementitious Bur- 
gens of a religious Life. Such are moſt of the 
roubleſome and ridiculous Ceremonies obſerv'd 
che Zealots of your Law, at which I have 
known the wiſer ſort of Fews to laugh. Theſe 
elle Super /Fitions, like unprofitable Suckers, exhauſt 
e Vitals of Religion, and leave it only a /ſapleſs 
int, from which no Fruit can be expected. 
ere they commanded in the Lat of Moſes, ſome- 
ling might be pleaded in their Defence ; but as 
ey are only the Dreams of your Radbi's, a wiſe 
lan would beware how he put on a — 

oke 
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Yoke, the Stratagem of your crafty Guides, u I hav 
keep you in ſubjection, and a ſervile Awe of therme ; 
Authority, and a religious Timorouſneſs of ju ow 
know not what. | THO 4 en 

Thy Letter replies to this by Anticipation : Fa, o. 
ſuppoſing that I ſhould argue thus, and charge yup. . 
with adding Traditions of your own to the poſitive 
Injunctions of the Law; thou telleſt me, That 
thoſe are greatly miſtaken, who think that al 
which was deliver'd to MoJes in the Mount was writ: 
ten in the o Tables, or compriz'd even in the Per. 
tateuch,as if the Prophet ſpent thoſe Forty Days and 
Nights only in keeping of Geeſe. For it is eri. 
dent, ſay'ſt thou, That if God had nothing elle u 
give him but the Written Law, he might have 
diſpach'd him in an Hour or a Day at molt. There. 
fore thou addeſt, That by Day he gave to him the 
Written Law, and by Night the My/terious Expla- 
nation of it, call'd, The Oral Law : Which Expl. 
nation Moſes taught by Word of Mouth to Foſbus 
his Succeſſor, Foſhua to the Seventy. two Seniors; 
and that they tranſmitted this Ora Traditionary 


Paris, 1 


of the 


Viitreſs'd 


Comment down to their. Poſterity, even to the Hill the 
of the Prophets, from whom, the great SanhearinWics the 
receiv'd it. After this every one deliver” d it tim of a 
his Son, as he had receiv'd it from his Auceſtorti gn find 

and ſo it continues to this Day to be the Rule olfMis laſt a; 
your Lives, in thoſe Caſes where the Vritten LauMithful $ 
is ſilent. I tell thee, Nathan, There appears ies. Le 
great ſhew of Reaſon in what thou ſay'ſt: And charity. 

it cannot be ſuppos'd, That Moſes ſpent allWqul Acc 
that time only in receiving the Written Law. Bui Man 
on the other Side, I cannot believe that the eter Waid the ot 
nal Mind was buſied ſo many Days in preſcribingttle Exa, 
thoſe ridiculous Rules and Ceremonies which arÞWifferenc: 
found in the Talmud, and the: Writings of your There 


Rabbi's. If thou cant convince me of that, er the R 


will ceaſe to perſuade thee to a Change. K nt Begg 
ve 
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I have a great deal more to ſay, but the Hour 
fthe Poſt calls on me to conclude my Letter. In 
my next I will fully anſwer all thy Arguments. 
In the mean time, let not Cuſtom, and the Di#- 
ites of the Synagogue, ſupplant thy Reaſon, but 
member, Thou art a Man. 


Paris, 17th of the zd Moon, 
of the Near 1653. 


— 


LETTER 1x: 


ſo the Sublimely Wiſe, the Seignior of 
Excellent Dignity, Abul Recowawn', 
Grand Almoner t the Sultan. 


H © U art placed on a high Seat eminent 
among the Faithful; and the Eyes of the 
Ditreſs'd are fix'd on thee. Thou art the Patron 
all the Miſerable. To thee, as to a Sanctuary, 
lies the Man, whoſe Misfortunes have bereav'd 
lim of all other Hope; whoſe drooping Spirits 
n find no Comfort from the reſt of Mortals. 
is laſt and only Refuge is to thee, who art the 
faithful Steward of the Grand Seignior”s Liberali- 
les. Let not too much Prudence ſuperſede thy 
tarity. The Wicked and the Innocent have 
qual Acceſs to thee: And it ought to be ſo ; for 
lo Man at firſt can diſtinguiſh between the one 
d the other by their outward Aſpect. Yet a 
tle Examination and Converſe will ſhew the 
Difference. | bl 
There are thoſe who get large Poſſeſſions un- 
er the Maſque of Poverty. There are impu- 

ent Beggars, who make a Trade of impoſing on 
I human 
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human Compaſſion, and ſport themſelves in thi 
humble Method of cheating People of their Mo. 
ney; whilſt imagining they beſtow it on Perſon 
really indizent, it is thrown away on Counter. 
feits, Villains and Infidels. 

On the other fide, I have ſeen true Objects of 
Pity, Men reduc'd to the laſt Extremities, who 
wou'd rather periſh, than expoſe their Condition 
to any, ſave the Great and Nob/e. They eſteen 
ſuch to be wiſe Men, generous, and conſide- 
rate of the Accidents which commonly befil 
Mortals. They think to theſe they may free 
unboſom themſelves, tell their Wants, and claim 
Relief, without the Hazard of a Reproach, 
which wounds more deeply than a ſhort De 
nal. 

Thou may'ſt know them by the Modeſty which 
appears in their Faces, (ſays our holy Prophet) and 
that they are ſoon repuls'd. To ſuch as theſe 
give plentiful 4/ms, and do not repine. For it 
is as a profitable Merchandize, ſent to remote 
Countries; which though ventur'd on the uncer- 
tain Waters, yet in Time, by the ſpecial Bleſſing 
of Heaven, ſhall return with ſeven fold Intereſt. 

Nay, give to all that ask: For it is better to 
miſplace our Charity on nine unworthy Perſons, 
than to deny an Alm to one that is really in need. 
Beſide, it is not for the Honour of a Sovereig# 
Monarch, that any Perſon in Diſtreſs ſhou'd de- 
part from his Court, ſad or diſcontented for want 
of Relief. | 

I have in ſome of my Letters glanc'd at the 
Vices of theſe Weftern Nazarenes; and have not 
been altogether filent as to their Yirtues. Among 
which, their Charity is very conſpicuous. _ 

The French relate a pretty Paſſage of a certain 
Cardinal, good Man, and one that by 


a ve 
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cafion for the World to call him, the Patron of 
the Poor. 

This Ecclefaſtick Prince had a conſtant Cuſtom, 
once or twice a Week, to give publick Audi- 
ence to all indigent People in the Hall of his 
Palace, and to relieve every one according to 
eir various Neceſſities, or the Motions of his 
own Bounty. - . 

One Day a poor Widow, encourag'd with the 
ame of his Generoſity, came into the Hall of 
this Cardinal, with her only Daughter, a beauti- 
ful Maid, about Fifteen Years of Age. When 
her turn came to be heard, among the Crowd of 
Petitioners, the Cardinal diſcerning the Marks 
pf an extraordinary Modeſty in her Face and Car- 
age, as alſo in her Daughter, he encourag'd her 
o tell her Wants freely. She bluſhing, and not 
ithout Tears, thus addreſs'd her ſelf to him: My 
oa, I awe for the Rent of my Houſe Five Crowns, 
md fuch is myMisfortune that I have no other Means 
jo pay it, /ave what wou'd break my Heart, fince my 
analerd threatens to force me to it; that is, To 
proſtitute this my only Daughter, whom I have hi- 
berto with great Care educated in Virtue, and an 
(orrence of that odious Crime. What I beg of 
jour Eminence is, That you wou'd pleaſe to inter- 
poſe your ſacred Authority, and protect us from the 
lolence of #his cruel Man, till by our honeſt In- 
try coe can procure the Money for him. 

The Cardinal mow'd with Admiration of the 
oman's Virtue and Innocent Modeſty, bid her 
de of good courage. Then he immediately wrote 
i Billet, and giving it into the Widow's Hands, 
0, ſaid he, te my Steward with this Paper, and 
e Hall deliver thee Five Crowns to pay thy Rent. 

The poor Woman over-joy'd, and return- 
ng the Cardinal a Thouſand Thanks, went di- 
ly to his Steward, and gave him the Note: 

| . Which 
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LETTER XVI. 
To the Captain Baſſa. 


HO U that art a Man of Var delighteſt, 
no doubt, to hear of Combats and Bat- 
ls; and I tell thee, that ſince the Beginning 
f the World there have never been known ſuch 
eadful $ea-Fights, as during the preſent War be- 
ween the Engliſh and Datch.. It ſeems there is an 
mulation ſprung up in the latter : They grudge 
xe Inhabitants of Britain the Character, which 
as been given 'em from all Antiquity, Of being 
be moſt Viftorious on that Element of any Nation 
the Earth. | 
Tis poſſible there may be ſome more particu- 
Grounds of their preſent Qgarrel, to which I 
ha Stranger: But aſſuredly they have purſued 
eir Animoſities very eagerly on both Sides 
d let the Occaſion be what it will, the Date 
e ſtill Loſers. 1 4 
| ſent thee an Account of a Combat between 
eir Fleet, laſt Year, ſince which they have had 
any other Engagements. And *tis ſaid here, that 
ring this War, the Engliſti have taken from the 
ch near two thouſand Merchant Veſſels, have 
Wk and burnt many of their Ships of War, ſlain 
me of their chief Commanders, ſpoil'd their Trade, 
reduced 'em almoſt to as great Streights as 
en they firſt courted the Protection of the 
% againſt their Sovereign the King of Spain, 
In whom they had then newly revolted. 
bat the moſt terrible Conflict was on the ſe- 
nd of this Moon, wherein che Dutch had ſeven 
twenty of their greateſt Ships either ſunk 
burnt, two thouſand of their Seamen and 
Soldiers 
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Soldiers killed, and a Thouſand taken Priſoner 
with many Captains. That great General Trin 
whom I mention'd in my laſt, was Main in th 
+." after he had perform'd Prodigies of 
-ZOUT. 
The French fay, that during the Heat of 4 
Engagement, Trump being exceſſive thirſty, ail 
for a Bowl of Wine; which his Servant had 
ſooner deliver'd to him, but a Cannot-Bul 
took his Hand off juſt as he was retiring fi 
his Mafter. The brave General touch'd wit 
noble Compaſhon, ſpilt the Wine on the Det 
 Jdaying, It is not fit that I ſhould quenth my Th 
with the Blood of a faithful Slave. And as ſon 
He had ſpoke theſe Words, another Bullet u 
from him the Power of ever drinking again. 
I ſuch an Accident ſhould happen to f 
when thou fighteſt againſt the Infidels, know 
certain, that thou ſhalt be immediately tra 
ported to the green and ſhady Banks of the Rn 
of Wine in Paradiſe, where thou may'ſt drink! 
fill in eternal Security: For he that dies fgit 
for the Faith is a Martyr. 
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Paris, 12th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Year 1653. 
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LETTER NI. 


7 Sale Tercheni Emin, Superinten- 
dant of the Royal Arſenal at Con- 
ſtantinople. 


Remember I promiſed in my laſt to give thee 
2a father Account of Pachicour, the famous 
irate of the Black Sea. Twere eaſy to perform 
but a Temptation diverts my Pen another 
ay. 
I remember when thou wert Chians, I have 
ard thee ſpeak of the Kingdom of Tunis, whi- 
er thou was ſent by Sultan Amurat, to compoſe 
te Differences that happen'd between the Dey 
jd the Divan of that City. At the ſame Time 
ou mad'ſt mention of a certain admirable En- 
ne, contrived to draw up Ships, or any thing elſe 
om the Bottom of the Sea: And that the Di- 
in of Tunis gave to the Artiſt who fram'd it an 
undred thouſand Piafters, as a Reward of his 
genuity. - 
| have read in a certain French Author of ſuch 
other Device at Venice, made on purpoſe to 
ay up the famous Carrack, which they call d 
e Ca/tle of the Sea. This Galleon was built of 
monitrous Bulk, more ior State than Service; 
d was overturn'd by her own Unweildineſe, 
ſhe lay at Anehor, and ſunk to the Bottom: 
om whence neither that fore-mention'd En 
? nor all the Art of Man could raiſe her. 
t the Skill of the Engineer was highly com- 
nded, and the Senate honour'd him with the 
of C/arifimo, and ſettled a noble Pen/ion on 
n during Life. | 

L 2 Ct 


LES 


fail round the Globe at this rate in three Moons. 


hall ſecretly, under Water, diſable any Shit 


with ſo ſudden a Force, that in the Space of! 


0 


will out-do all the Miracles of Noah's Ark. 


wolution of a Moon, and to ſome Regions of 4 
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It is queſtion'd, whether the Sate, of Hollun 


will be ſo liberal to a certain French Engineer, who = 
has made a Ship at- Rotterdam, which, they (i, © 


This $hip is at / preſent all the Talk at Pam i ©2199 
Our Merchants receive Letters full of Wonders =D 
from the Low-Countries, concerning this Whirl. © ich1 
gig of a Veſſel, which is to move by Clock-wort, M55.” 


without Sails, Oars, Rudder, or any common Ap 
Marine Tackle; yet ſhall cut her Way through the 7 x 
Sea with a ſwifter Progreſs than the Msaon glide; 8 % 
along the Sky, or Bullet out of a Cannon. This MN e 
the Diſcourſe of thoſe who love to advance all A . 
that they hear to the height of a Miracle or A T 
mance. Yet, tis certain, the Artift has promis 4 2 
it ſhall equal the Motion of ſome Birds, and rufe 
twelve -Leagues an Hour. Neither Winds no 11 9 x 
Tides ſhall forward or hinder its Courſe, whid a ho . 
depending on an internal Principle of perpetud. oy 
Motion, is to be directed only at the Pleaſure , tie * 


him who manages the Springs and Wheels. 
that the Maſter of this Veel ſhall be able with 
fingle Touch of his Hand to turn it to any Pi 
of the Compaſs in the moſt boiſterous Weaths 
that blows. | 
This Engineer farther engages, that his J 
ſhall make a Voyage to the EAAH- Indies in the N. * co 


dove th 


rica in a fourth Part of that Time. If he be 


good at Performance, as he is at Promiſing, he vi 0 the Cl 


In farther Commendation of this wonderti 
Machine, tis ſaid, that by a new invented Art | 


provided ſhe be within Cannot-ſhot 5 and! 


Hours it will ſucceſſively ſink a Fleet of a hu 
dred Ships of War. of 
| Moreoveq®'® of 2 
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Moreover, this Artiſt, to appear not leſs ſubtle 
againſt the E Forts of Heaven, than in ſurpaſſing all 
the Inventions on Eartb, promiſes, that his mira- 
culous Veſſel ſhall, at the Diſtance of a League, 
cut aſunder any Spout? or Cataradts of Waters, 
which uſually threaten Mariners in the Mediterra- 
tean and other Seas. 2 

Tis poſſible thou art very well acquainted with 
the Nature of theſe Spouts, and the Danger of 
Ships that fail near them. Yet give me leave- 
to inform thee what I have heard from a cer- 
tin Corſair, who has often met with them in the 
Levant. 

This Pirate tells me, That a Sport is a kindof 
Hqueduf between the Clouds and the Sea, by 
which thoſe pendulous Ciſterns Above are reple- 
uſh'd with Water from the Ocean, drawing it up 
a through a Pipe; which ſeems to be let down 
lor that End, at certain Seaſons, and in ſome 
particular. Places, where the Water boils up firſt 
bove the-Surface of the briny Plain, as a Signal 
0 thoſe thirſty Bladders, to make a Deſcent there 
and ſuck their fill. | 

If this be true, who knows but that all the 
uin to which the Earth is indebted for its Fer- 
ity, comes thus originally from the Sea? For, 
t may be made freſh, either in its firſt Aſcent 
rough the Roſcid Air, or after its Reception in- 
0 the Clouds by ſome hidden Energy of that Ele- 
unt, or the natural Force of the Middle Region: 
Wt at leaſt by ſome unknown Vertue, perhaps not 
oferior to that by which the Waters of a Bitter 
ke in the Deſart became Stocet at the Interceſ- 
n of our Holy Prophet, when the whole Army 

the primitive Maſulnans was like to have pe; 
Wilt'd of Thirſt. | 
And then how will the Veſtern Philoſophers dif- 
Nie of all the Vapours which they fay are 
3 exhal'd 
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exhal'd from this Gebe, and afterwards condensd 
into Clouds? I tell thee that's but a looſe Not. 
on of ſuch retentive Bodies, as the Clouds ſeem 
0 be. And 'twould tempt one to ask, What the 
Veſſels are made of which hold thoſe condensd 
Exhalations, ſo that they do not fall at once upon 
our Heads and overwhelm us, but only diſtil in 
ſmall ſucceſſive Showers drop by drop, to refreh 
the barren Parts of the Earth, and ſerve the Ne- 
ceſſities of Men? And why the Rains fall in the 
Indies, and other Regions of the af, whole Mam 
together without Intermiſſion, the reſt of thy 
Year being : Whereas, in other Countries, 
the Periods of the Weather's Alteration are un- 
certain, and in ſome Parts it ſeldom or nevet 
rains at all? 

Doubtleſs the Works of the Omni potent are in. 
ſerutable: And tho' it may be an Argument dd 
a great Wit, to give ingenious Reaſons for ma 
wonderful Appearances in Nature; yet tis an En 
gence of ſmall Piety or Judgment, to be pal 
tive in any thing, but the Acknowledgment d 
our own Ignorance. A 

Now I have made as wide an Excurſion fron 
my firſt Diſcourſe, as the Maulla did, who beg 
an Oration in Praiſe of Noah's Ark, and ende 
with telling a Tale of an Armenian Wheel- Barr 
But I will not fo that I was ſpeaking « 
the Promiſe which the Rotterdam Engineer | 
made of his Machine. That it ſhould effectuil 
break all the Force of Sponte, which wou'd rend 
him very ſerviceable to Merchants, as a Conviy tt 
defend them from thoſe terrible Bugbears to val 
ers. For the Corſair tells me, That theſe Spi! 
very often occaſion Ship-wrecks ; either by el 
tangling the Maſts of a Ship, and ſo overtum 
ing it: or by breaking in the Encounter, over 
whelm it with Water and fo fink it. 1 
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He ſays likewiſe, that the CHriſtian Pirates are 
zecuſtom'd to uſe a certain Charm againſt theſe 
Spouts. They have a Knife, whoſe Haft is made 
of the Bone ef a Man's Right Arm; and every 
Feel is bound to provide one or two of theſe 
Knives when they looſe from the Shore. The 
buy em of certain Perſons who have the Cha- 
ncter of Magicians : And when they ſee a Spout 
at ſome diſtance from 'em at Sea, the Maſter of 
the Veſſel, or any body elſe, takes this enchanted 
Knife in his Right Hand, and holding the Book 
of their Goſpel in his Left, reads ſome Part of it, 
and when he comes to a certain Yerficle which 
mentions the Incarnation of their Miah, he 
makes a Motion with his Knife towards the Spout, 
25 if he would cut it in two; whereupon imme- 
diately the Spout breaks in the middle, and all the 
inclos'd Water falls into the Sea. 

But I tell thee, he who gives Credit to the Sto- 
ries of Charms, or the Projects of Men pretend- 
ing to excel all the reſt of their Race, has more 
Faith than is requiſite to him who reads ſop's 
Fables, fince in peruſing that ingenious Figment,. 
we are only deſired to believe the MORAL. 

'Tis thought by ſome that this Exgineer will, 
by the natural Clock-work of his Heels, be much 
more nimble than his Veſſel in flying the Diſ- 
grace which. will attend him, if his phantaſtick 
Project prove unſucceſsful, In my next thou 
ſhalt hear of Pachicour. 


Paris, 12th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Near 1653. 
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LETTER XVIIL 
70 Murat, Baſſa. 


HE Eng/ifh, at preſent, make the greateſt 
Figure and Noiſe of all the Nations in the 
Weſt. Spain, Portugal, and even France it {elf 
courts the Friendſhip. of that and, fince the In- 
habitants have form'd themſelves into a Common: 
zvealth. It appears as if the Engliſh were but 
newly awaken'd to a Senſe of their own Strength, 
and by thus rouzing themfelves had alarm'd al} 
Their Neighbours. 

However it be, this King has ſent an Ambaſſader 
to the Engliſh Court to break the Negociation of 
the Spaniards there, and to eſtabliſh a Peace be- 
tween England and France if poſſible. 

One cannot tell what to make of the Maxim: of 
theſe Infidels. For at the ſame time the baniſh 
Heir of the Exgliſb Crown takes his Sanctuary in this 
Court, where he is careſs'd, and made to believe 
2 Things they will do towards his Reftauration: 

ut [ntereft ſuperſedes all Arguments of Affectin 
and Ne! They are more ſollicitous here 
for the Succeſs of the Enbaſh, than for the Right 

of the poor eri Prince. 2 is call'd the King 
of Scotland, having been ſolemnly crown'd_ in that 
Kingdom fince the Death of his Fither 3 and en- 
tring into England with an Army of Scots, was 
routed; and having narrowly eſcaped the Trains 
that were laid for his Liberty and Life, at length 
Landed in this Kingdom, where he has been enter- 
tain'd with much ſeeming Affection. But the 
Dread they are under of the victorious new Eng- 
liſh Commonwealth, makes em begin to talk of Jus 
Departure from hence. 1 
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The Prince of Conde has taken Rocroy 3 which 
was the firſt Place where he ſignaliz d his Arms in 
the Infant Reign of this King about ten Years 
ago; which the y a. interpret as an Omen 
of Nl. Luct to the King. This ſort of People are 
led by Maxims void of Reaſon, and ſo there is 
no regard to be given to their Obſervations : Yet 
ſome of the wiſer Sort think this will prove a long 
War. | 
That which amuſes People moſt, is, the ſmall 
Concern the Prince of Conti and the Dutcheſs cf 
Longueville ſhew for their Brother's Cauſe. Fer 
while the King was on his March againſt the Prin t 


of Conde, they came and ſubmitted themſelves to 
him, and were received to Favour. Thoſe who 


are apt to ſuſpeR an Intrigue in every Thing, ſay, 
that this Reconciliation is only feign'd on their 
Part, it being a Means to ſerve their perſecuted 
Brother with greater Security and Succeſs. Others 
are of Opinion, that at is real, eſpecially on the 
Prince of Conti's Part; ſince he and his Brother 
had never any good Underſtanding. 4 

There has hom a Batile lately fought between 
the French and Spaniſb Forces in [taly : Wherein 
the Spaniards loſt twelve hundred Men, and the 
French above half that Number of their beſt Sol- 
diers, So that the King of France may ſay with a 
lamous General, © Victories, attended” with ſo 
J © little Advantage, will ruin rather than enlarge 
* an Empire. : 

Baſſa, in the midſt of thy Grandeur I wiſh thee 
Health, which ſweetens the worſt Events. As for 
me, I'm like one hovering between two Worlds. 


Paris, 15th off the gth Moon, - 
of the Year 1653, 


2 = - = — 
— -_ — — - — — — 
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LETTER XIX. 
To Afis, Baſla. 


HE Gods of the Nazarenes, one wou'd 
think, were ftudying how to perplex their 
Adorers. Theſe Weſtern Parts abound with Pre 
* &#igies and ſurprizing Events. More eſpecially the 
Low-Countries feel the Strokes of a Hand, which 
y making em ſmart, ſeems to put em in mind 
They're too high in their own Conceit. 
For ſeveral Weeks we have been alarm'd from 
thence with the Tragical Stories of Ship-wrecks 
Inundations, Tempeſts of Thunder and Light 
ning, not uſual at this Time of the Year ; mon- 
Rrovs Spectres ſeen riſing out of the Seas, Lake, 
and Rivers ; Armies in the Air, with Comets and 
pther wonderful Apparitions. 
The States of the United Provinces have loſt by 
Wreck ſixteen Ships of War, and thirty ſeven 
Merchant Veſſels. It looks as if Hola, and My 
Zune, the chief Gods of the Hollanders, had enter d 
into a League to puniſh em for ſtruggling againk 
heir Fate, whilſt they maintain a Fleet to brate 
and plunder the Engliſß, under whoſe Shadow 
ahey wo -ag to the Power they ſo ungratefull 
$. r Hi, 

”_. beſides theſe Loſſes at Sea, the Wind dued u 
and Waves have conſpir'd to break down thera ve call 
very Banks, the only Guards they have agzinf Brute, 
that encroaching Element. All the Lo- Couniſii deratior 
are overwhelm'd with Water: Inſomuch as ive? 
Miles within Land from Offend, there has bet 
found a-Whaje newly caſt up, ſeven times as 1ony 
as A Man. | | 
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This the Ixſidels look on as a great Prodigy, and 
the. Forerunner of ſome ſtrange Revolution ; the? 
it is but a natural Event, and frequently happens 
in thoſe Seas where Whales are more plentiful. 
The Natrraliſts ſay, That this King of the Scaly 
Nations never makes his Progreſs through the 
Seas without his Guide; which is a certain ſmall 
Fiſh, that always ſwims before him, and gives 
him Warning of Flats and Shallows, upon which 
he often Strikes, and ſometimes on the main 
Shores, if this little Guide chanc'd to be devour'd 
by any other Fiſh, or come to other Miſhap. 
And this may be the Reaſon, why ſo many ales 
are found on the ſands when the Tide ebbs. 
They ſay alſo, that when this little Fiſh is in- 
clin'd to Reſt, it retires into the Whales Belly, 
repoling it ſelf there. for ſome time; during 
which the Vale reſts alſo, not daring to venture 
forward, *till his Guia? comes forth and leads the 
Way. If this be true, it ſeems as if there were 
a League or Friendſhip 1 _ 
two, they mutaally performing e neceſſary 
Offices of Love 210 Gratitude. And how this 
can be done without ſome Species of Reaſon, 1 
cannot comprehend. | 

Let them at the Port call me Mineþh, or what 
they pleaſe, I cannot forbear doing this Juſtice to 
the Eg of the Sea, as well as to the Animals on 
Earth, to acknowledge, that either they are in- 
dued with a kind of Rea/or ; or that Faculty, which 
we call ſo in Men, is no other than ſenſe. If the 
Brutes perform many things without any Deli- 
beration or Counſel, ſo do moſt Men: And no 
Man can demonſtrate, that even thoſe dumb Be- 
is do not adviſe and project, before they at- 
empt any thing of Moment towards their own 
Preſervation, or the Service of others. And if 
y ſeem e things raſhly, it may he 

"Is L 6 attribyted 
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attributed to the Quickneſs and Vivacity of their 
Senſe, which needs not the flow and flegmatick 
Methods of human Counſel. 
Suffer theſe Digreſſions, courteous Ba; and 
 fince I have led thee ſo far out of the Road, take 
but another Step, and I'Il ſhew thee a great Ms 
#arch, who commands Millions of Men, carried 
away Captive by a filly Beaſt. | | 
The King of Frame, t'other Day, as he was 1 
Hunting, diſcharg'd a Fowling-Piece ata Partrids: 
on the Wing. The Bird dropt, and the Monarch 
.eager to take up his Game, gave the Reins to 
His Horſe, who ran away with him over a great 
Plain, for the ſpace of half a League. And hal 
not the King fallen off, within ſix Paces of 4 
great Chaſm or Hole in the Earth, he would 
have been carry'd, for ought I know, to keep 
Company with Horatius Curtius, the venturou 
Roman, of whole _— thou haſt heard ; for 
the furious Steed not being aware of the Danger 
before him, as foon as he had caſt the Xing, gal 
lop'd full ſpeed into the gaping Precipice, and wi 
never more heard of. i wy 
This the Prieſts cry up for a miraculous Eſcape; 
and Preſage, That the King is reſerv'd by Prove 
fence for great Things. [he 
The Kixg of Portugal has an Embaſſador here, 
who in his Maſer's Name propoſes a Match be cont: 
tween this King and the * of Portugal, pt the 8 
fering four Millions of Crowns as her Doo) 


But the Court entertains this Motion coldly, then Cron 

Cardinal being averſe, for what Reaſon 1s ni ke | 
known; for the Iufanta has an illuſtrious Char with 
ter, and known to be a Princeſs of incomparabey that 
Virtue. be e 
This Miniſter is managing a Match of near their 

| Concern to himſelf, deſigning to marry one d ough 


his Nieces to the Princo of Conti, Brother Prin 
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prince of Conde. And, tis ſaid, this Prince re- 
ceives the Cardinals Propoſals with leſs Scorn, 
than did Count of Soiſſons thoſe of Cardinal Rich- 
lieu, on the like Occaſion. | 5 

Here is a Rumour, as if the Prince of Conde 
would be condemn'd by a Proceſs of Parliament, 
and that he will be put to Death in EHgy. : 

This Indignity is common among the 7nfidel/s, 
who eſteem whatſoever Honour and Diſgrace is 
ſhewn to [mages, as done to the Per/ons whom 
they repreſent. They have no other Excuſe for 
their Vorſbip of Things made by the Hands of Men 
like themſelves, but that it is purely relative, and 
centers in the 8 

In the mean time t 
and Well-wiſhers ſmile at his imaginary Death; 
knowing, that if no effectual Stroke of Fate carry 
him out of the World, he will be at the Head of 
a potent Army in the Spring, to put many to 
Death in Reality, and by the Edge of the Sword, 
who fight for his Enemies. 

A while ago a Man was impriſon'd here by his 
own Folly ; having voluntarily declar'd, that 
he was hir'd by this Prince to allaflinate Cardinal 
Mazarini. 

I have formerly ſpoken of the Count d Harcourt, 
and the Diſgrace he was in at this Court, for not 
continuing the Siege of Londa, a ſtrong Hold of 
the Spaniards in Catalonia. The General is a brave 
Man, and has done eminent Services to the 
Croton of France. It is no Wonder therefore, that 
he laid to Heart the Coldneſs and Contempt 
with which he was receiv'd at his Return from 
that unfortunate Campaign. Great Souls are to 
be careſs'd with more than ordinary Aſſection in 
their adverſe Fortunes; and faithful Servants 
ought not to be reproach'd with every falſe Step, 
or ill Succels in their Affairs. The Conn; reſents 


ig 
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ing in the King's Carriage towards him, removed 
himſelf from Court, and then out of the King- 
dom; deſigning, as is ſuppoſed, to ſerve the En- 
peror of Germany. 

Laſt Week his two Sons, that were detain'd as 

Hoſtages in this City, made their Eſcape ; the Duke 
of Lorrain having promiſed to give the Eldeſt his 
Danghter in Marriage. 
The Duke roves up and down like a Free- Booter, 
with an Army of Banditti at his Heels. 
 Renown'd Ai, I make an humble and affecti- 
onate Obeiſance; wiſhing thee as many Years of 
— 2 thou canſt paſs without languiſhing for 

ath. f 


Paris, 17th of the 11th Moon, 
_ of the Tear 1653. 


. 
1 — 


LETTER XX. 
To the Dgebe Nafir, Baſfa. 


HOU ſucceedeſt a righteous Miniſter, Chi- 
| urgi Mubammet : J wiſh thee a Surpluſage 
ot Happineſs; which thou wilt not fail to poſlels, 
if thou inheriteft the Virtues of that Baſſa, as well 
as his Office. May his So“ now taſte the Reward 
of his juſt Life: And I doubt not but he has 
made an happy Experience of my Wiſhes. He 
fits down in Quiet under the Trees of Eden; his 
Head encompaſs d withaGar/and of Flowers, which 
never fade; veſted with the immarceſcible Crimſin 
and Purple of Paradiſe. He repoſes on his Bed 
of Delights, whilſt beautiful Pages ſerve him in 


3 Peſſels 
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Feſſels of Gold, ſet round with Sapphires and Eme- 
ralds : He drinks the delectable Wine which never 
inebriates; and eats of the Fruits, every Morſel 
of which prolongs his Life for a'thouſand Ages. 
He hears nothing but the Voices' of ſuch as are 
full of Benediction and Joy. The Yirgins of Pa- 
radiſe ſalute him with a Ghacs which cannot be 
expreſs d. They chant to the new-come Gyefts, 
Songs of immortal Love. To the Stranger from 
Earth, they tell their Paſſion in Strains which 
raviſh his Heart. He is diſſolv'd in a Thouſand 
Erftlafies. This is the Reward of a pious Mu/ſulmarn, 
a wiſe Miniſter, a juſt Fudge of the Faithful. Fol. 
low his Example, and thou ſhalt be tranſlated 
into his Company : For he is in a goodly Place, 
near the Spring-Head of perfect Bliſs. 

Thou wilt expect ſome News from me, as a 
Teſtimony of my Reſpect. And I cannot pre- 
tend there is none ſtirring, at a Juncture when 
all this Part of the World is ſo full of Action, or 
at leaſt of Counſels. 

Here has been great Rejoicings lately for the 
taking of St. Menehoud, a ftrong Town in the 
Hands of the Prince of Conde. All the Officers of 
the French King's Army endeavour'd to diſſuade 
him from the Siege of this P/ace ; but Cardinal 
Mazarini over-rul'd their Arguments, and having 
reprov'd their groundleſs Fears, caus'd it to be 
inveſted and attack'd the 22d of the 1oth Moon. 
Some ſay he had a Party there; yet he held out 
'till the 27th of the laſt Moon, at which time it 
was ſurrendered upon Articles to the King, who 
Was there in Perſon, with his Brother the young 
Duke of Anjou, the Queen, the Cardinal, and the 
Whole Court. They returned to this City the 
9th of this preſent Moon. ARES 


They 
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They were receiv'd with great Acclamations, 
and ſeeming Joy, by thoſe who would have tri- 
umph'd more heartily, had they been defeated, or 
forc'd to raiſe the Siege. For the Citizens of Pa- 
ris with well to the Prince of Condes Arms, not 
ſo much out of Love to him, as in Hatred of his 
Enemy the Cardinal —_— And they are ſen- 
fible, That this ſuccefsful Siege, will redound 
wholly to the Cardina/'s Honour, by whoſe ſole 
Orders the Place was inveſted. - | 

It is diſcours'd, t hat this Miniſter has ſome new 
Defign on Foot, to conquer the Kingdom of Na- 
fles. This is certain, a 1 Hees is fitting out 
to Sea: Whither bound no Man knows but thoſe 
of the Cabinet, among whom the Cardinal is 
chief. 

In the mean while, the common People liſten 
after certain Prodiges that have been ſeen in the 
Air. They ſay, a flaming Sword appear'd lately 
to riſe in the North, and take its Courſe South- 
Eaſtward. From whence People make variout 
Prognoſticks, as their Paſſions or Intereſts inſpire 
em. Some are of Opinion, it preſages the Con- 
gueſt of Naples by the King's Arms. Others ap- 
ply it to the new Commontocalthb of England, 
and to the. vitorious Sword of Over 3 who, 
from General of the Exgliſb Army, is now, in this 
very Moon, exalted to the Height of Sovereign 
Power, governing the Nations of England, St: 
land. and Ireland, under the Tit/e of their Pro 
rector. | 

Here are divers of his Subjects in this City; and 
other Engliſh, Scots and Iriſb, who embrace the 
Intereſt of Charles, the Son of their late murder'd 
King, who has been ſince crown'd King of the 
Scots. They give a different Character of O/ivers 
yet all agree, that he is a wiſe Stateſman, and! 
gear General. 

The 
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The Scotch King's Party ſpeak contemptibly of 
Oliver's Birth and Education: Yet thou knoweft 
this hinders not, but he may be a Man of Cou- 
rage and Virtne. They relate many odd Paſſa- 
ges of his Nouth, which ſeem to me ſo many Evi- 
dences of an extraordinary Genius, and that he 
is a Perſon of a deep Reach. 

He tamper'd with ſeveral religious Faction, in 
England, counterfeiting an exquiſite Piety, where- 
by he firſt rais'd himſelf a Name among the 
Zealots of that Nation, who look'd upon him 
there as a very holy Perſon, and one mark'd out 
by De/tiny for great Undertakings. 

He ſoon got a conſiderable Command in the 
Army of the Reve/ters; where he fignaliz'd him- 
ſelf by many brave Actions, which ſpoke him a 
Man of an invincible Courage, and admirable 
Conduct. So that at length none was thought 
more fit than he to be General. In fine, he ac- 
quitted himſelf ſo gallantly in that high Office, 
and has ſo wrought” himſelf into the Affections 
of the People, that they now look upon him as 
a Prophet or Saviour; and the Divan or Parlia- 
ment of that Nation, have conferr'd on him the 
Sovereign Authority. 

Thoſe of the Engliſh which are affected to his 
Intereſt, ſpeak great Things in his Praiſe : They 
call him another Mo/es or Joſbua; they prefer him 
to Hannibal, Scipio, and even to the Great Alexan- 
der. It is difficult for them to ſpeak of hin: with- 
out Hyperboles. Tis faid the King of France will 
court his Friendſhip. Indeed all the Neighbour- 
ng Countries ſtand in awe of this ſucceſsful 
Hero. And the Hollanders, who are the only Peo- 
ple that durſt engage in a War with the Engliſh 
Commonzwealth, now ſeek for Peace, ſince he is in- 
veſted with the ſupreme Authority. 


In 
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In the mean time, the poor ei King of the 
Scots takes Sanctuary in this Court, with his Mo- 
ther the late Queen of England, and his Brother, 
whom they call the Dyke of York. The French 
King allows them all very conſiderable Penſions ; 
and the latter has ſome Command in the Army in 
Flanders. There is another Brother alſo; but 
little talk'd of as yet, being the youngeſt of the 
Three. 

They are generouſly entertain'd here, it being 
the peculiar Honour of this Court to be a hoſpi- 
.table Refuge to Princes in Diſtreſs. Yet obſerving 
Men ſay, the King will in Time grow weary cf 
his Royal Gueſts; it being very chargeable to 
maintain them, and their burthenſome Retinue. 
Beſides, he will have ſome Reaſon oi State to 
diſcard them, if he enters into a League with 
Oliver, the new Engliſb Sovereign, who is court- 
ed on all Hands. 

Ehachim the Jem (of whom thou wilt hear in 

Divan) is juſt: come into my Chamber, and 
brings me Word, that there is an refs newly 
arriv'd, who informs the Qucen of a Defeat given 
to the Spaniards near a City called Rozes, which 
they had beſieg'd in Catalonia. The Freud 
were going to the Relief of this Place, and the 
Spaniards ſet upon them in their March, but 
were beaten into their Trenches; from whence 
they fled by Night, leaving Three hundred 
Spaniards on the Spot, almoſt Two thow 
fand Priſoners, and all their Canon and Bag 


e. | | 
This has put the Court into a jolly Hes 
mour. Nothing but Revelling and Dancing 
employs their Time: The young King taking 
great Delight in Balls, Maſques, and ſuch Re 

- ercations; having left off Hunting, ever fanct 
his Horſe ran away with him in the Tent 


Moc 
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Moon of this Year, after he had ſhot a Partridge. | 
Whereof I have ſpoken already in one of my | 
Letters. 

The great God preſerve thee from Precipices, 1! 
Poyſon, the Glances of a Witch, and from being 1 
canoniz'd a Martyr in a String: And, for other 11 
Deaths, thou haſt Yirtues enough to encounter 1 
'em bravely. . 


Paris, 30th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Near 1653. 


} 


The End of the Third Book. 
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LETTER I. 


To Bedredrin, Superior of the Convent of I tler 
Derviches, at Cogni in Natolia. e 


W HEN I firſt open'd thy venerable I %%, 
Letter, my Heart on a ſudden be- in 97 
came freſh as a Garden of Roſs W ther w 
or Field. of Cinnamon and Myrrh, whoſe Odours gers a 
are exhal'd- by the Vet Wind: In my Bret I in the 
there ſprung a Fountain of Joy, ſerene as Chry- MW Ox an 
ſtal, and refreſhing as the Waters of Euphrates hid a 

I contemplate thee as a Cedar among the Trees there 
of the Fore/?, or as the durable Oak of the Depart, Chal, 
May Heaven prolong thy Life, till the Sound ot I fant; 
the Trumpet, Tie 


7 
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The Commands with which thou haſt honour'd 


me, came in an acceptable Hour. I have receiv'd 
them with a Complacency which I cannot expreſs. 
My Eyes were ſo fix'd on the Lines of great Puri- 
ty, that I could not for a long time take them off. 
Thou haſt kit the Mark of my Affection, in em- 
ploying me to write what the moſt impartial Hi- 
ftorians ſay of Teſus, the Son of Mary, the Chri- 
ftian Maſſi as. 

That Holy Prophet was honor'd by his very E- 
nemies. Foſephus, a learned Few, who liv'd in 
his Time, and wrote the Hifory of that Nation, 
makes worthy mention of him. 

So did many of the Gentile Philoſophers, though 
they oppos'd his Diſciples and Followers. Porphyry 


whom the Chriftians commonly repute as a bitter 


Enemy to their Profz/ion, yet calls Feſus, Wiſe, 
Bl:/Jed and Divine. That Sage was exaſperated 
againſt a certain $2 of Nazarenes in his Time, 
whom they call'd Gne/ticks. Theſe corrupted the 
Dactrines of Plata, and the Theology of the Anci- 
ents; wantonly mixing human Fables with divine 
Truths. . Againſt theſe Porphyry ſharpen'd his Pen, 
and not making a Difference 3 them and 
other CHriſtians, drew upon himſelf the Ill-will of 
them all. Yet he retain'd a profound Attach- 
ment for the Meas. | 
Would'ſt thou know the Circumſtances of this 
Holy Prophet's Birth? They were Glorious even 
in Obſcurity. For, though his Father and Mo- 
ther were then upon the Road to Feruſalem, Stran- 
gers at Bethlehem, and forc'd for want of Room 
in the Caravancera to lodge in a Stable with an 
Ox and an Aſs, where the Meſſias was born, and 
laid in a Manger; yet in this contemptible State 
there came ſome of the Magi out of Pera and 
Chaldea, who brought Preſents to the Holy In- 
fant; and having laid at his Feet Gold, u 
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and Incenſe, they proſtrated themſelves on the Hol 
Ground, and praiſed God, the Mo High King of 7 
All, in that he had honour'd them with a Sight 
of the Meas. . 

This was in the 43d Year of the Reign of Aupy 
fu Ceſar the Roman Emperor: atewhich time 
one Herod was Prefident of Fudea. This Man be. 
ing inform'd, that certain noble Strangers; were 
come out of the Eaſt to Feruſalem, he tent far 
them, and enquiring the Occaſion of ſo tedious 
Journey, they gave him this anſwer, 

« Peace be to thee, O Sultan; There was of 
cc old Time a Prophet of great Fame in our Ns 
4 fin; who, among other Predi#ions that have 
& ſince come to paſs, left alſo this in Writing: 

% That in Paleſtine ſnou'd be born a Chili d 
« heavenly Race, who ſhould rule over the great 
ac eft Part of the World; and by this Sign ye 
4 ſhall know the Time and Place of his Birth: 4 
«« ftrange Star ſhall appear in the Firmament,which 
& ſhall direct you to the very Houſe where you 
« may find him. When therefore ye ſhall beholt 
« this Star, take Gold, Myrrh and Incenſe, and 

following the Conduct of the Sar, go and ol. 
<c fer theſe Gifts to the young Child; then retun 
« immediately to your own Country, leſt ſome 
« grievous Calamity befall you. 

« Now this Star has appear'd to us, we art 
« come to perform what was commanded us. 

Herod ſaid to them, Ye have done tuell. Go thert 
fore and ſeek diligently for the Infant; and win 
ye have found bim, come and tell me, that I mi) 
go and pay Homage alſo. 

But they never return'd to him again. Where- 
fore Herod in his Anger and Jealouſy command 
ed all the Inſants in Bethlebem to be ſtrangledi 
that had not been born above Four and twent 


Moons. But the Father and the Mother oy 
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Holy Infant fled away with him into the Land 
where it never rains, the ſame Night that the 
Magi came. 

What I here relate to thee, ſage Bedredin, is 
taken, out of approv'd Hiſtorians; for man 


among the Gentiles wrote of theſe things beſides 


the Chriſtians, 

There was a Roman Philoſopher, much about 
the ſame time, a Man in great Eſteem with 
Cæſar; to whom he wrote a Letter, wherein he 
mentions the coming of the Magi after this Man- 
ner. © Certain Oriental Perfians, ſays he, have 
„ {et Foot within the Limits of thy Empire, 
bringing Preſents fit only for Kings, to a cer- 
„ tain Child, newly born in the Country of the 
Fetus; but who this Txfant is, or whole Son, 
we are yet ignorant. 

Thou ſeeſt, O pious Dervich, that the Meſſias 
pppear'd with no ſmall Luſtre, even in his Cra- 
le; and in his early Years he enter'd into the 
Temple, and diſputed with the Hebrew Rabbi's, con- 
incing them of an univerſal Defection from 
he primitive Law of Moſes, declaring himſelf the 
Neis; and yet in profound Humility acknow- 
edging, That a Prophet ſhould come after him, 
rho ſhould be preferred before him, the Duſt 
df whoſe Feet he was not worthy to kiſs. This 
aſage the Chriſtians have perverted to another 
denſe; but the true Faithful know it was ſpo- 
en only of Mahomet, the SEAL of the PRO- 
HETS. 

The Time would fail me, to recount all the 
upendous Actions of this Man's Lite: And in 
Walling him MAN, I imitate his own Example; 

nce throughout the whole he never call'd him- 
lf Go, or the Son of God, as the Chriſtians do, 
ut moſt frequently gave himſelf the Title of 
e don of Man. He turn'd Water into T7 
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fed five thouſand People with five Cakes and tw 
ſmall Texch : Heal'd all Diſeaſes, reſtor'd Sigh 


to them that were born Blind, rais'd the Del 


went inviſibly through Crowds of his Enenig 
and, finally, was taken up into Paradiſe. 

If thou would ſt know more of this Holy Pr. 
pe; there are Hiſtorians who ſay, He was initi 
ted in the Myſteries of the Enes, a certain 9 
among the Jenes. | 

That Nation, it ſeems, was then divided intg 
ſeven Claſſes : Among which, this of the Eſem 
was none of the leaſt conſiderable, as being the 
molt religious Obſervers of the Law. Their Cov 
verſation was full of Humanity, both amony 
themſelves, and towards Strangers; avoidin 
Pleaſures as Enemies to the Mind, and eftcen- 
ing Chaſtity the very Cement of all Virtue, 
Therefore they deſpis'd Marriage, as an Enta: 
2 to Men devoted to Contemplation. The 

ad alſo an equal Contempt for Riches: No 
Man of this Se& call'd any Thing his owt, 
though twere his lawful Inheritance; but thei 
Poſſeſſions were in common, and equally d- 
ſtributed. _ | 

It was among their My/eries, to anoint thel 
Bodies frequently with Gyl, and as often to wall 
'em with running Water. They neither bougit 
nor ſold, nor frequented the publict Places; but 
every one communicated freely ſuch Things 4 


he poſleſs'd, to him that ſtood in Need. Ih 


there was a reciprocal Exchange of Kindnel 
and Afliſtance, according to every one's Facultj 
and Power. They were very aſſiduous in Watch. 
ing, Faſting, and Prayers, curious in obſervil 
the various Names of the Ange/s, which the 
frequently repeated, invocating thoſe hapty Bt 
ings, as the Miniſters of the King eternal. And 
thoſe who were exercis'd in this kind of reli oy 
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Life, arriv'd to ſo great a Conſtancy of Mind, 
that neither Racks, Fire, Sword, or any other 
Tortures, could ever move 'em to renounce their 
ow, or ſpeak the leaſt Word in Contempt of 
their Inſtitution. Nay, they would rather ſuffer 
Martyrdom, than be prevail'd on to taſte of any 
Thing that had Life in it : For they were ſtrict 
Obſervers of the Law, which commands perpe- 
tual Abſtinence from the Fe of Animals. 

It was an eſtabliſh'd Article of their Faith, that 
is ſoon as the Union of Soul and Body was diſ- 
olv'd by Death, the former by a natural Inclina- 
tion aſcends to the Skies, even as Sparks fly up- 
ard when freed from the groſs, earthly Matter 
in which they lay impriſon'd. 

[ have here given thee a fhort and true Charac- 
ter of the Eſenes. Of which Sec all Chri/tians 
wn the Meas to be a Favourer, if not a, Men- 
er; in regard he is no where recorded to have up- 
braided them as he often did the Phariſees, Sad- 
lucces, Herodians, and the reſt. | 
Time will not permit me to ſay more at pre- 
ſent concerning that venerable Prophet. But if 
thou wouldſt have a perfect Idea of all his Vir- 
ue and Sanctity of Life, turn thy Eyes inward, 


and fix them on thy ſelf. For thou art a lively 


ranſcript of the Holy Feſus. 


12 1/t of the iſt Moon, 
of the Tear 1654. 
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LETTER II. 


Jo the Venerable Mufti. 


55 HO U haſt heard of the Ze/uits, an Orir 
of Nazarene Derviſes. All Europe abounds 
with them; and they have attempted to ſetit 
themſelves at the ſub/ime Port, and ſeveral Pl- 
ces of Afia : Beſides their actual Poſſeſſions in the 
Indies, where they are very numerous and power: 
ful. They are eſteem'd the richef Order of the 
Roman Church, tho' the Conſtitutions of their Hu 
der oblige them to perpetual Poverty. But what 
will not the ſacred Hunger of Gold tempt Men u 
For the Sake of this charming Metal, they can di 
penſe with antiquated Laws, and dull melanchd 
Fon. 
Theſe religious Perſons have lately ſpread abod 
a Letter in Print, which they pretend comes ira 
one of their Order in Armenia. 

This Diſpatch relates a ſtrange Accident. th 
has happen'd at the Sepu/chre of our holy Propht 
(upon whom reſt the Favours of the Eterud 
For it affirms, That in the eighth Moon of the! 
Year, the Shrine which contains the Body of U 
heavenly Miſfioner, fell from the Roof of the 1 
cred Mojque, (to which, ſay they, it adher'd 
Vertue o a Magnet) falten d in the Cantrel oft 
Arch; and that at the ſame Time, the Papen 
of the Temple open'd, and ſwallow'd up that 
nerable Art, wherein was repoſited the moſt 4 
Religues in the World. And that from the C4 
there iſſu'd out a Flame like that of Su/phar, * 
company'd with ſuch a Smoke and intoler 
Stench, as caus'd all the Pi/grims that were pret 
to ſwoon away : Whereupon many of them 
fince turn'd Chry/tians. Th 
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This Forgery is believ'd here by thoſe who 
never examine any Thing their Prieſts tell them, 
but take all on Truſt. The common People bleſs 
themſelves in that they were born of Chriſtian 
Parents, and not of the Di/cip/es of that wicked 
Inpoſtor: So they blaſpheme the Man in whom 
the Promiſes of their Mæſias are verified, when he 
ſaid, He wou'd intercede with God to ſend a Pro- 
phet 0ho ſhould lead em into all Truth. | 

They would never be at the Pains or Coſt ta 
examine, whether the Foundation of this Story 
be true or falſe. All the Maſſulmans who have 
been at that Holy of Holies know, that the Body 
of our Divine Law-giver repoſes in a Sepulchre, 
built after the ſame manner as the Tombs of our au- 
guſt Emperors, and other Dormitories of the Great: 
Only with this Difference, that it ſurpaſſes all 
the Monuments of the World in the invaluable 
Richneſs of its Ornaments, the Gifts of devout 
Muſulman Princes. There appears always ſuch an 
inſupportable Luſtre of Gold and precious Stones 
in every Angle of that myſterious Receſs, as 
may well dazzle the Eyes of mortal! Spectators, 
lince the Angels themſelves are forc'd to be veil'd 
within thoſe maje/tick Walls. 

Hence t is not hard to ſuppoſe, that the cir- 
cular RefraFions of ſuch a glittering Orb of 
Jewels, might create the Reſemblance of a Tomb 
ſuſpended in the Air, or cleaving to the Roof of 
that glorious Edifice, deceiving the Eyes of ſome 
ignorant, but devout Muſſiulinans, from whom 
this magnetick Fable firit took its Origin. How- 
ever it be, no Man of common Faith, or but or- 
dinary Senſe, will believe, that God, who has for 
% many Ages protected the Sepulchre of his 
"W-4727/e and Favourite, verifying therein the Pro- 
hecy of Mahomet himſelf, who foretold, as did 
ther Prophets before him, That the Place of his Reſt 
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vf the Earth ſhould viſit it: I ſay no Man will he. 4 
lieve that God would at length ſuffer fo vile; Tag 


Diſgrace to happen to the Tomb of his Men, 
the Refuge of Sinners. 
But the Nazarenes will believe any thing ſay 


wear 

ſaman 
Image: 
or Bir 


Delufion and Error, incapable of Light and EHF R. 


ſtruction. | p 
Thus J leave 'em 'till the Day of Alarm, ail” * < 
the Hour of Scrutiny; when the Angels of the He 
ſhall enter the Graves, and having made Exper. PR 
ment of every Man's Works and Faith, ſhall gin 0 10 
the 7u/? a Regiſter of their Virtues in their Righ © 


Hand, but to the Wicked in their Lef? Hand, i 
black Record of their Sins. 
In the mean time, I proſtrate my ſelf befan 


Urypho, 


ors af 


thee, begging, that when thou turneſt thy Fu i 
to the Houſe of Vrabhin, and the Tomb of the u * ˖ 
phet, thou wilt ſend up ene Ejaculation for Ma , or 
nut, that he may perſevere in ſhunning the Fr vager 
rors of the Infidels. | n Fae 
Paris, 19th of the 1/} Moon, {ay 
of the Wear 1654. | ly fo 
ntertai 
| riend(] 
LETTER III. * 
ff Mace 
To Cara Hali, Phyſician o the Grand. 8 
Seignior. PFeealir 

| ulm 
INCE what I wrote laſt in behalf of the Bri —— 
Animals is ſo acceptable to thee, I will con That 
ply with thy Requeſt, in continuing that DiWu,se, « 
courſe. em as 
'Ti nd Tire 
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"Tis certain the Ancients had another Opinion 
of the Beaſts than theſe French Philoſophers, who 
deny them the Uſe of Reaſon. Socrates us'd to 
wear by the animal Generations, and ſo did Rha- 
{amanthus before him. The Egyptians form'd the 
Images of their Gods in the Simulitude of Beaſts, 
xr Birds, or Fiſhes. So the Grecians fix'd the Horns 
ff a Ram on the Head of Fupiter's Statue, and thoſe 
of a Bull on the Image of Bacchus. They com- 
pounded the Image of Pan of a Man anda Goat; 
painted the Muſes and Graces with Wings : And 
he Poet Pindar makes all the Gods winged, and 
liſguiſes them in the Shapes of ſeveral Beaſts, 

hen in his Hymns he introduces them ehas'd by 
(ryphon. Thou knoweſt alſo, that our holy Doc- 
ors affirm the Angel Gabriel to have Wings, with 
ne of which he once gave a Mark to the Moon. 
When the Poets bring in Jupiter courting Paſi- 
has, he appears in the Form of a Bull. And in 


hang'd himſelf ſometimes into a Swan, then into 
n Zagle: They report alſo, that he was ſuckled 
ya Goat. | 

For theſe and other Reaſons, the Ancients not 
nly forbore to injure their Fe//ow0-Ahimals, but 
ntertain'd them with ſingular Affection and 
tiendſhip. A Dove was the Darling of Semira- 
is. A Dag was the Joy of Cyrus. Philip, King 
ff Macedonia, made a Swan his Companion. And 
ur holy Lawgiver was often wont to ſport him- 


eneration. 
That Favourite of God underſtood the La 
vages of Beaſts, and convers'd as familiarly with 
em as with Men. So it is fam'd of Melampus 
nd Tireſas of old, as alſo of Apollonius Hanæus, 
M 3 who 


OE 


is other Amours, if we may believe them, he 


elf with a Cat. He lov'd this Creature for its- 
leanlineſs and Activity; and therefore we M 
imans generally have a Cat in great Eſteem and 
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who affirm'd to his Friend fitting by him, that 4 
Sparroto, which he heard chirping to his Fellows 
told them of an 4/5 which he had ſeen fall dom 
with his Load a little way off from that Place, 
It is alſo recorded of a Boy, who underſtood il 
the Voices of Birds, and by that Means could fore. 
tel Things to come, That his Mother, by pouring 
Urine into his Fars when he was aſleep, deprived 
him of this incomparable Gift, for fear he ſhould 
be taken from her, and preſented to the Ki, 
There is no Queſtion, but ſeveral Nations have 
a certain Knowledge of the Speech of ſome An 
mals. My Countrymen, by a peculiar Gift beſtoy'd 
on our Fathers and their Pofterity for ever, unde: 
Nand the Language of Crows and Eagles. And the 
Ancients were ſo well vers'd in this Knowledgs 
that when they convers'd with the Birds, or at 
leaſt when they. heard them in their Language 
utter Preſages of what ſhould ſhortly happen ot 
Earth, — perſuaded themſelves that thoſe 
Birds were the Meſengers of the Gods. Therefore 
the Eagle was ſuppos'd to be the Meſenger of Ju 
piter, the Crow and Hawk of Apollo, the Stork d 
Juno, the Owl of Minerva, and ſo of others. 
It is evident, that our common Hunt/men ut 
derſtand the different Voices of their Dogs, whet 
at a Diſtance they ſignify by on kind of Cr), 


that they are queſting after the Hare; by ant 


ther, that they have found her; by a third, thut 
they have taken her, or that ſhe is turn'd to tht 
Right Hand, or to the Le. So thoſe who look 
after Cattle, know by the Voice of the Bull when 
he is hungry, thirſty, or weary, or when he | 
ſtung with Luſt. So by the Roaring of the Lin, 
the Howling of Wolves, the Bleeting of Sheth 
Men are made ſenſible of the various Wants, In 
clinations and Paſſions of thoſe Creatures. 


Nor 
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Nor are theſe Animals ignorant of our Lan- 
guage, but by our Voice and Words they kncw 
when we are angry or pleas'd, when we call 
them to us, or drive them from us: And our de- 
neftick Animals obey accordingly, with as much 
Promptneſs and Alacrity as a Man or Maid- 
ſervant. All which could not be, if they were 
not endu'd with Faculties conformable to ours. 
They alſo teach their young Ones to ſing artifi- 
eially. In a Litter of Dogs, Hunt ſinen chuſe the 
beſt by this Experiment: They take all the 
Whelps from the Bitch, and carty them to ſome 
Place a little diftant ; then they obſerve which 
ſhe firſt carries back again, and thoſe always prove 
the beſt Dogs. What is this diſtinguiſbing Faculty 
in the Bitch but Reaſon, or ſomething like it? 

We ſee apparently, that every /ving Creature 
knows its own Weakneſs or Strength, and knows 
how to uſe moſt dextrouſly thoſe Weapons with 
which Nature has furniſh'd it for its ozvr 2 
They are alſo ſenſible what Places are moſt con- 
venient for them to dwell in, and which not. 
Thus the ceake/# Creatures, as Dogs and Cats 
live altogether in Houſes and Cities with Men; 
whilſt the Lyons, Tigers, and ſuch fierce Animals 
dwell in the Deſart. Thus Sparrows and Stoallows 
make themſelves almoſt domeſtick with Men; 
whilſt Eagles, Hawks, Vultures, and other Birds of 
Prey, build their Neſts in Woods or Rocks, re- 
mote from human Society. Some Birds change 
their Habitation at certain Seaſons of the Year, 
as beſt ſuits with their Convenience ; others al- 
ways remain in the ſame Place. The ſame is ob- 
ſerv'd in Fiſbes. And in all /iving Creatures it is 
ealy to trace the Footſteps of Prudenge and Fore- 
cat, in order to their own Preſervation. Let 
Men call this what they pleaſe, In/ftin#, or Nature, 
or Senſe, it is evident, that there is an exact Con- 

M 4 formity 
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formity and Reſemblance between theſe Faculti 
in Brutes and what we call Reaſon, Wiſdom or Pry. 
dence in Men. And we have no more Ground i 
conclude them void of Reaſon, becauſe they do 
not enjoy it in that Perfection as our ſelves, than 
we have to conclude our ſelves b/ind or deaf, be. 
caufe we /ze not ſo clearly, and hear not ſo rei: 
ly as the Brutes, and that we have no Legs becmuſe 
we run not ſo ſwift as ſome of them do. 

Doubtleſs, the Brutes are endu'd with a Facul 
ty of Reaſon as well as we ; but this Faculty in 
them is weak and imperfe&t for want of Diſc: 
pline and Art, which poliſh all Things. This » 
manifeſt from thoſe Creatures which are taught 
to dance and play a thouſand Tricks, to tell 
Money, to ſhoot off Guns, to find out hidden 
Things, and bring them ſome Miles to their 
Maſters, as well educated Spaniels will do. What 
can be a greater Argument of the Proficiency 
they make in 5 . and Knowledge? Are not 
Flepbants taught all the Arts of War, and plac'din 
the very Front of the Battel? Do not the India 
Princes repoſe as much Truſt in their Carnage 
and Conduct, as in the Service of their ſtoutel 
and wiſeſt Commanders? This Creature is as trac- 
table and prompt to learn any Thing when 
young, as a Boy at School, which cannot be 
done without the uſe of Reaſon. 

To conclude, I have omitted five hundred 
Arguments which might be brought to prove 
the brute Animals to have Souls as well as we, to 
have Faculties and Affection, conformable to ours. 
And therefore it is little leſs Injuſtice to kill and 
eat them, becauſe they cannot ſpeak and converſe 
with us, than it would be for a Cannibal to mur- 
der and devour thee or me, becauſe we under- 
Hood not his Language, nor he ours. 
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God, who locketh up the Finds during the time 
the Halcyon hatcheth her Dung, thereby ſhewing 
that this Bird is his Favourite, will aſſuredly grant 
us a perpetual Tranquillity, if we abſtain from in- 
juring our Fe/low-Animals. 


Paris, 224 of the 1/F Moon, 
, of the Year 1654. 


—_— — 


— 


I. 
70 Muſtapha, Berber Aga, at the Seraglio. 


I 


which moſt People thought wou'd have ended 
with the Excommunication pronounc'd againſt him 
by the Roman Mufti, whereof I gave thee Intel- 
igence. But Experience teaches us, That Misfor- 
tunes ſeldom ſet upon any Man ingly, but aſſault him 
in Troops whom Fate has mark'd out for Ruin. 

Yet this Prince owes his Sufferings chiefly to 
his own. Inconſtancy, whilſt he has all along 
play'd faſt and looſe with the Kings of France 
and Spain, taking up Arms by ſucceſſive; Turns 
for one, and at the ſame time underhand and prac- 
ting with the other, always unfaithful to both, 
and only driving on an independent Intereſt of his 
non. 

This is his true Character. To which we may 
add, an ungovernable Diſpoſition, and an infa- 
tlable Thirſt of Money, which has prompted 
him by all the Methods of Rapine and Violence, 
to heap up an incredible Treaſure of Gold and 
Jewels. So that having procur'd the Enmity of 


HOU haſt formerly heard me ſpeak of the 


M 5 ſevera} 


Duke of Lorrain, and his ſeveral Loſſes, 
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ſeveral Monarchs, the Jealouſy of his laſt Mafer 
the King of Spain, the Ill-will of his own Bro- 
ther, (whom they call Duke Francis,) and the Cur. 
ſes of all People where-ever his Army has been 
quarter'd ; he is at length ſeiz'd and imprifon'd 
by Arch due Leopold, in the Caſtle of Antwerp; 
for vrhich joyful News the Inhabitants of the 
Spaniſh Netherlands every where made Bonfire; 
for Joy. He was confin'd on the 255 of the 
. Laſt Moon. And ſoon after his ſecond Wife wu 
taken into Cuſtody, that by her Means they 
may diſcover his Papers and Money: This lat. 
ter being the chief Thing they aim at, he being 
reputed prodigiouſly rich; and the Spaniſh Cot. 
fers want a Supply. They conniv'd at his Rob- 
deries, whilſt there was any Thing left for him 
to plunder, and that they ſaw he hoarded up 
But now he has done his Work, they puniſh him 
For the Crimes which they themſelves encou- 
rag d, that ſo they may become Maſters of his 
Wealth. Tis ſaid, he brook'd his Reſtraint very 
well at firſt ; but a while ago, being deny'd the 
Liberty of the Caſtle Walls, he grew raving 
Mad, flung a Cand/e/tick (which was all the We 
Pons: they allow'd him) at the Governor's Head, 
and broke the Windows of his Lodgings. 80 
that they have been forc'd to confine him to: 
Hole without any Light, fave a little that finds 
Admittance through an Iron-Grate at the Top ot 
the Room. 

His Brother Fraxcis of Lorrain is to command 
the Army in his ſtead ; who pretends great Fide- 
lity to the Houſe of Auſtria, yet may in the Iſſue 
prove as wavering as his Brother; For the King 
of France has Baits wou'd tempt the Virtus of an 
Angel. Vet nothing ſhall ever corrupt the Integri- 
of Mabmut the Muſſulman, on whoſe Forehead 


ate has engraven this Motto, Prepar'd 10 1 


ö 


- 
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I bluſh, ferene Aga, when I think I am ſo bar- 
ren of Virtues, that I have nothing elſe to boaſt 
of but my Loyalty : Whilſt thouſands of illuſtrious 
Souls, crown'd with a Circle of Merits, daily aſ- 
cend to Paradiſe : And tho they made but an obſcure 
Figure on Earth, even as contemptible as the ex- 
id Arabian in his Hutch at Paris, yet now take 
their Scats among the hundred and twenty four 
thouſand Prophets, Favourites of the Eternal. 

May'ſt thou encreaſe that happy Number, but 
not till thou haſt had thy Fill of Bliſs on Eartk ; 
and that all thy Enjoyments here ſeem like the 
Perfumes of Ointments, which, tho' they pleaſe 
for a Time, yet at length cloy the Senſe. 


Paris, 23d of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


2 * i. 


4 


L'E TT TER YV. 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 


O not ſuſpect me of Partiality, or that I 


am fond of making Preſelytes, becauſe I 


take ſuch Pains to reſtore thee to Reaſon, and 
make thee ſenſible thou art a Man. I have no 
Deſign, or Self. Intereſt, in doing thee this good 
Office; and 'tis remote from my Humour to 
buſy my ſelf in gaining Converts. Only the Love 
of Truth ſets my Pen at work in this manner; 


being ever of the Mind, That a free Diſquiſition 


in Matters either of Religion or Philoſophy, is the 
only way to get quit of Errors. Perhaps my Caſe 


may be the ſame as thine; and for ought thou 
knoweſt, I ſeek not r* to undeceive thee, than 


do 
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to ſatisfy my ſelf, by thus frankly venting my 
Thoughts; fince nothing is more commonly 
obſerv'd, than, that whilſt a Man 1s teaching an- 
other, he improves himſelf. Our Memories are 
frail and treacherous; and we think many ex- 
cellent Things, which for want of making a 
deep Impreſſion, we can never recover after- 
wards. In vain we hunt for the ſtraggling Idea; 
and rummage all the Solitudes and Retirements 
of our Sou for a loſt Thought, which has left 
no Track or Footſteps behind it. The ſwift O 
ſpring of the Mind is gone; tis dead as ſoon as 
born; nay, often proves abortive in the Mo- 
ment it was conceiv'd. The only Way therefore 
to retain our Thoughts, is to faſten them in 
Words, and chain them in Writing. This is one 
Cauſe that I trouble thee with Letters of this na- 
ture, that whilſt I am inſtruting thee, I m 
eſtabliſh my own Reaſon, and confirm my ſelf in 
the Method I have taken, to live according to 
my Nature; that is, by not ſuffering my rational 
Faculties to fall afleep, whilſt my Paſſions are actiue 
and vigorous in working my Ruin : For I reckon 
no greater Shame or Misfortune can befal a Man, 
than to be deprived of his Humanity, that is, his 
Reaſon. : 

What I have ſaid concerning the Perfidioul- 
neſs of our Memories, may ſerve as a proper In- 
troduction to the Objections I ſhall make againſt 
your Traditionary Laws. 

If one ask you, why theſe Laws tuere not written 
as well as the other; you anſwer, That God took 
Care in this, leſt the Gentiles getting Copies of en, 
ſould corrupt and pervert their Senſe, even as they 

| have done the written Laws. But how then came 
he to ſuffer any to be written ? Had he not equal 


Care of one Part, as of the other? Or, could 


the Gentiles do more Harm, by altering and cor 
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rupting the leſs ſubſtantial Traditions, than the 
very fundamental Statutes ? For that theſe un- 
written Laws contain'd only Circumſtantials, your 
Doctors themſelves confeſs. What Man of com- 
mon Senſe then can fit down contented with ſo 
trivial an Anſwer? Or will you fay, that God 
took more Care to preſerve theſe Traditions incor- 
rupt from the Gentiles, than to retain them in 
their Purity among the Jews ? For, that commit- 
ting them to Writing, had been the ſureſt Way 
to retain them in their origina/ Purity, 1s evident 
by the Preſervation of the written Law ; of. 
which there was ſo great Care taken in tranſcrib- 
ing it, that if but a Letter or Point were added, 
diminiſh'd or miſplac'd, they took it for a fatal 
Omen of ſome Calamity, and the faulty Scribes. 
were ſeverely puniſh'd ;. nay, the whole Cong rega- 
tion were bound to expiate the Offence by Faſt- 
ing, Prayers and A/ms. So that it was in a man- 
ner impoſſible, that with all this Circumſpection, 
the leaſt Corruption or Alteration ſhould creep 
into the 2oritten Law. 

I appeal now to thine own Reaſon, Whether 
this was not a much ſecurer Way of preſerving 
the Lars uncorrupt, than by truſting them to 
the fickle Memories of Men ? 

Beſides, I would fain know, what became of 
theſe Traditions during the various Captimities of 
the Jeros, and Depopulations of the Holy Land? 
Who took Care ta deliver theſe Traditions unal- 
ter d to Pofterity, when they were without Prie/ts, 
Prophets or Synagogues © When they were dipers'd 
over the remote Provinces of Media, Perſia, Egypt 
and Babylon? In thoſe Days your Fathers were 
dlaves to the Gentile Kings of Ala ;. there were 
then no Seniors fitting in the Sanbedrin, who 
might take Care of theſe. things. Neither do I find, 
dat E/Jras the Scribe: was any ways concern'd 


| 
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for theſe Traditions, when he with his Brethren Be 
the Fes return'd from their lang Captivity in Per. ¶ theſ 
a and Babylon. All his moſt ſtrenuous Ende, gerd 
vours were employ'd in recovering the loſt Bok Wh may 
of the Written Law, without ſo much as regard. beho 
ing or mentioning the other. From whence ! ing, 
gather, that either theſe Traditions were of no WM your 


great Importance; or if they were, yet they WW Syn; 
were wholly, or for the moſt part chang'd or loſt, ¶ ſtowe 
many hundred of Years before the Talmud was firk WW quite 
compos'd, which, thou ſay'ſt, is the grand Rep. Ih 
fitory of theſe ſacred TG And in faying WW thee, 
ſo, thou contradifteſt thy own Arguments: For to bel 
if theſe Traditions were appointed to be tranſmit- Wt God, 
ted by Word of Mouth, from Father to Son, to il #iind 
Generations, as you ſuppoſe, then what need wa WE than 
there of writing them in the Talmud, or any WW Super, 
other Book? And yet the Writings of your Rab It v 
are full of them. Thus thou contend thy WY ſtrate, 
ſelf, and runneſt blindful round in a Circle of Wits Or 
Abſurdities. People, 
Rouze up therefore thy Reaſon, and ſuffer not iſ Nazior 


thy ſelf to be Hoodwinked by the Fables of your WW your I 
Rab4bi's, thoſe induſtrious Midzives of old Wo- Hey 1 
mens Tales. Doubtleſs thoſe Traditions, about A, 

which you make fuch a Buſtle, are no other tha ſuggeſt 
the Whimfies of your Cabalifts, who pretend thy D. 
ſpy more Myſteries in the Order of two or three WManki: 
Hebrew Letters or Points, than they are able v facriic, 
unfold in whole Volumes. They crack their Brain Law ? 
in conjuring up far fetch'd Interpretations, from where 
the particular Faſhion and placing of one ſingle Which 
' Daſh of a Pen. They puzzle and amuſe thei of you; 
Diſciples, with teaching them more knotty andi from y 
romantick Divinity out of the four and fur made n 
Letters, than ever Pythagoras did with all his My 
Pick Numbers, The Alphabet to them is the Oral bur 
of Theology. They have turned the Law into 
perfect Riddle Belews 
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Believe not therefore theſe religious Mountebanks, 

theſe holy Fugg/ers, who with their ſanRify'd Le- 
gerdemain would turn you into Apes, that they 
may laugh in ſecret at your Folly ; while they 
behold, how preciſely devout you are in cring- 
ing, jumping, dancing, howling, braying, and all 
your other antick Poſtures and Actions in the 
Synagogue 3 in the Practice of which you have be- 
flowed ſo much Care, and are ſo exact, that you 
quite neglect the weighty Points of the Lato. 
I hope what I have ſaid is ſufficient to convince 
thee, that thoſe Traditions, which you are taught 
to believe, were deliver'd to Mo/es in the Mount of 
God, are no other than the /mpofitions of your 
blind Guides, who are ſtudious of nothing more, 
than to entangle you in a perpetual Labyrinth of 
Superſtition and Error. | 


It will not be a greater Difficulty to demon- 


ts Original, is not of univerſal Obligation to all 
People, but only calculated for your particular 
Nation, and ſuch as were willing to enter into 
your Intereſts, among the Nations adjacent to the 
ay Land. 

nd becauſe my time haſtens me, I will only 
nM ſuggeſt one Argument for all, and leave it to 
o thy Deliberation ;z whether it was poflible for all 
Mankind to repair once a Year to Jeruſalem, to 

ſacrifice in So/omon's Temple, as is requir'd in your 
8 Law? For that it was not lawful to facrifice an 
mn where elſe, is evident, both from the Laz it ſelf, 

which expreſly forbids it, and from the Examples 
of your Fathers in their ſeveral Captivities ; and 
from your own Practice at this Day, who have 
made no Sacrifice ſince the Days of Titus Veſpaſian, 
the Roman Emperor, who laid waſte your City, and. 
durut your Temple to Aſhes. 


And 


ſtrate, that the critten Lato it ſelf, tho” Divine in 
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And this alſo may ſerve to convince thee, that 
the Law of Moſes was not of perpetual Obligation, 2. 
even to the Fews themſelves ; fince 'tis evident even 
from Matters of Fact, that for theſe Sixteen hun- n 
dred Years, you have not been in a Capacity to leſs 
keep it: And doubtleſs, God would never require It ca 
any thing of Men, which he foreſaw they would its L 
not be able to perform. Ther 


Ceaſe then to think ſo highly of thy Nation, a limat 
if none but they were the Eledt of God, or cap. purif 
ble of his Favours: Ceaſe to inſult over the ret in a 
of Mankind, and to curſe thy Brethren the Son: of curat 
one Father, even Noah the juſi Man, and Props ginni 
of God. Behold the Sun and Moon, with all the with 
Conftellations in Heaven: Their Influences are e- ¶ the C 
qually diſpers'd to all of human Race. Behold the N which 
Elements; they ſerve all the Sons df Adam alike; N gethe 
they are not partial to Mortals, neither does any ¶ Mar, 
Faction byaſs the Winds and Rain. Theſe happen Th 
all at their appointed Time and Place. And the of cle 
four Seaſons of the Year return with even Courles W.4/7ic4 
to the /nhabitants of the four quarters of the World. Withe A. 
The Plants know no difference between the Cir- ¶ ſuch a 


cumcis'd and the Uncircumcis'd; but yield thei 
Encreaſe with equal Indifferency to the one and 
the other: And the Brute Animals equally ac: 
knowledge both for their Lords. The Birds of the 
Air are as ſoon caught by a Heathen, Chriſtian, 0 
Mahometan Fowler, as by one that is a Je. And 
the Hb of the Sea when they ſwallow the Hook, 
or plunge themſelves into the Net, regard not the 
Difference of Religion in thoſe that catch them. 
All things happen to every Man according to theit 
Nature and the ap: <nhp of Deftiny : Only Mani 
himſelf tranſgreſſes the Condition of his Being 

But thoſe that obey the internal Lawgiver, let 
them be of what Nation or Religion ſoever, doubt f 
leſs they live happily, and die in Peace. 


ke However, 
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However, leſt Men ſhould err for want of 
Anscculedge, a Light is ſprung forth in the Eaf, 
| even the Book of Glory, which confirms the Vrit- 
ten Law, and inſtructs Men in the Truth. Doubt- 
Jeſs this Book was brought down from Heaven: 
It carries its own Evidence, and a Teſtimony of 
its Divine Original, in the Majeſty of the Style : 
There is a Spirit and Energy in every Word, ſub- 
limating the Intellect of the devout Reader, and 
purifying his Affections: It is written in Arabick, 
in a Dia/eF ſo pure and perfect, that the moſt ac- 
curate Criticks ean find no Blemiſh from the be- 
ginning to the End. One part coheres exactly 
with the other; 'tis void of Contradiction. All 
the Chapters in this glorious Volume are of a piece; 
which Excellencies could not have thus met to- 
gether without a Miracle, in a Book divulg'd by a 
Man, who could neither torite nor read. 

The Succeſs it has had in the World, ſpeaks it 
of ce/e/tial Deſcent. The greateſt Part of Mia, and 
Africk, with many Kingdoms in Europe, have obey'd 
the A/coran for above theſe thouſand Years. Cou'd 
ſuch a thing come to paſs, without the Decree of 
Heaven? When the Prophet and Favourite of God 
hrſt receiv*d his Divine Commiſſion, he was like a 
Pelican in the Wilderneſs, ſolitary, and without 
Companion. Nevertheleſs, he was not diſcou- 
ng'd, but obey'd the Orders of Heaven. He ſaw 
d himſelf in the midſt of Rocks and Sands, encom- 
, {Walled on all Sides with terrible Bea/ts : Yet he 
deſpair'd not of Aſſiſtance from above, but com- 
forted himſelf in the Promiſe of the Eternal. He 
firſt preach'd to the ſavage Lions and Tigers : who, 
$5 if they had heard another Orpheus, grew tame 
and ſociable at his powerful Words. Thoſe 
herce Inhabitants of the Woods came and pro- 
rated themſelves before the Sent of God; they 
ck'd his Feet, in token of Submiſſion; they 
environ'd 
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environ'd the Place of his Repoſe, as his Guards, 
and brought him Food Morning and Evening, dow 
The Prophet wonder'd that ſo great Grace was MW Con 
given to the Beaſts of the Earth. He prajs'd the Proj 
Creator of all things, and his Mouth was full of N 
Benedifions. He bleſs'd the Day and the Night, of N 
and the O5/zurity that comes between them. He Chil 
bleſs'd the Deos that fall at the riſing of the ods. 
riferous Star, and the refreſhing Winds that tir 
the Leaves of the Trees at Midnight. And in the 
Morning he pray'd that all Men might become 
true Believers. Doubtleſs God had granted his 
Petition, had not the Angel, who carry'd up hi 
Prayers to Heaven, met with the Devil, a little on 
this Side the Orb of the Moon, who ſtole from him 
ſome of Mahomet's Words, that ſo the Prayer u. 
cended imperfe& to the Throne of the Mercifil, 
Nevertheleſs, a great Part of Men became Beli. 
vers; and mae ſhall be added to the Number. 
In a little time the ſolitary Prophet ſaw him. 
ſelf at the Head of a numerous Army, all J. 
Huntiers, who reſorted to him in the Wilderneſs, u 
they were inſpir'd from Above. The mighty Ma 
of Arabia oppos'd the ſacred Hero: They led the 
Flower of the Ea againſt him; but they acce 
lerated their own Fate, and incens'd their angry 
Stars. The Elements took up Arms againſt them, 
and the Meteors fought in Defence of the Mzſts 
ger of God. Lightning and Hail, with Stones off] — 
ire, blaſted the Troops of the Infidels : And ter- 
rible Storms of Winds buried whole Armies in 
the Sands. Thus the Hef of the Myſſulmans be. 
came victorieus without drawing a Sword, and 
the Empires of the Wicked fell to the Poſſeſſion ol 
true Believers. Perſia, Babylon and Egypt, wet 
ſubdued and embrac'd the undefiled Truth. Tit 
Alcoran was receiv'd from India to the Mauritania 


Shore: From the riſing of the Sun, to the gol 
| on 
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down thereof, this holy Prafeſſion is made with one 
Conſent, There is but one God, and Mahomet his 
Prophet. 

Now Nathan conſider, whether ever the Law 
of Moſes had ſuch Footing in the Vorld, or the 
Children of Iſrael cou'd boaſt of ſuch univerſal Con- 
queſts : Your little Kingdom has had its Period 
long ago; and both that, and all the Empires of 
Ala and Africh, are ſwallow'd up in the Alllcon- 
quering Monarchy of the O/mans. Your Tabernacle, 
Temple, City and e are quite extinct: 
Your Nation is ſcatter'd over the whole World, 
without Lands or Poſſæſſions that they can call their 
own. Neither is there Prince, Prieſt, or Prophet, 
to whom you can have Recourſe for Delivery 
ſrom your Misfortunes. 

Come out therefore from the Synagogue, which 
lies under the Scourge of Heaven ; ſhake off the 
Malediction; and, being purified, join thy ſelf to 
de true Believers, who are Bleſt'd in this World, 
ud ſhall be 0 in Paradiſe. Or at leaſt ſtand 
y thy ſelf, an follow thy own Light. Adieu. 


Paris, 224 of the zd Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


x LETTER VL 
To Dicheu Huſſein, Baſſa. 


HE Policies of Cardinal Mazarini are no 
Secrets at the Inperial City. Now he is 
about to play his Maſter- piece. He has all along 
maintain'd Penſioners in the Service of the French 
Granates. 
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with Sicilian Blood, a Race of Mazarins Whob 
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Grandees. No Man of prime Quality cou'd be 
ſure he entertain'd not at his Table ſome Cres 
ture of this Minifter. Diſguiſes of all ſorts, both 
for Body and Mind, were never wanting to Men 
dextrous at Treachery, and officious to do Mi- 
chief. 
But now he is ſetting Spies of another Character 
on the Princes of the Blocd, and the chief Nobilii 
of France. Women are to become his private 
Agents; Females of his own Blood, true Talian, 
and brought rp under his particular Care. and 
Management: In a Word, his Sifers and: Niccel. 
Five of them are newly come to this City, 
having been conducted hither by the Cardinal 
Secretary, accompany'd with a conſiderable Re. 
tinue of Courtiers, who went to meet them ſome 
Leagues from Paris. Tis ſaid, That one of thoſe 
Ladies is a great Beauty, and that the young 
— having ſeen her Picture, fell in love witt 
er. 
This is certain, the Prince of Conti has married 
one of them; with whom the Cardinal has given 
his Palace, and two hundred thouſand Crowns 
in Dozory. 5 : 
They talk as if another of them was to be 
married to the Duke of Candale; and a third, to 
the Son of General Harcourt. And, as if Maze. 
rini. were emulous of Fo/eph's Character and Au, 
thority in Pharaoh's Court, he has ſent for I 
Father alſo, with all kis Family, to come and relide 
in France. He is reſolv'd to ſtock this Kingdo 


Inſtinct, as well as by Rules, ſhall carry on the 


Deſign he has laid; and either raiſe this totteringh. 


State to the Height of his Model, or abſolute!) 
ruin it. For that active Spirit cannot take uf 
with Mediums. 
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Tis ſaid, That the Duke of Orleans reſents very 
ill the Cardinal's Ambition, in marrying his Nzeces 
into the Blau Royal. That Prince will not be 
prevail'd on to come near the Court; But rather 
favours the Prince of Conde, and the other Male- 
cuntents; whence ſome People are apt to preſage 
another Turn of Affairs before 'tis long; for the 
Generality of the] French are inclin'd to the 
Prince's Party. 

There is great Caballing all over the Kingdom; 
and the Cardinal ftrives to puſh his Intereſt for- 
ward by all the Methods of a cunning Stateſman. 
He knows the Prince of Conde's Spirit too well to 
dream of a Reconciliation, and he has a dou- 
le Intereſt in the Ruin of that unfortunate 
General ; his own Preſervation, and the Aggran- 
dizing his Mece, the Princeſs of Conti; who by the 
* of her Brother, in- Lato, will be Mifref5 of his 
Hate. 

He is endeavouring alſo to make an Alliance 
with the Cardinal de Retz, his profeſs'd Enemy, 
and one rais'd by the Pope to that Dignity, on pur- 
pole to counter-balance Mazarini's Power at this 
Court; where he is ſuſpected to animate the King 
wainſt the Court of Rome. 

That Cardinal de Retz is now a Priſoner of 
ate, and has been ſo a long time; being firſt 
onfin'd by Mazarini's Orders. But the wiſe Mi- 
iter now thinks it ſafer to compound with a Man, 
mom he cannot longer perſecute, without draw- 
ag on himſelf the Revenge of all the Eccleſi- 
licks, and eſpecially the Thunder of the Roman 
Art. 

Therefore, to reconcile Matters, and fortify 
nſelf, he has propos'd a Match between his 
epbew, and de Retz's Niece. The Court is whollx 
en up with making Friendſhips of this Na- 

re; which is an evident Sign they feel their 
Power 
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Power at an Ebb, and fear it will be much lower, 
af the Prince of Conde ſhou'd once take the Fiell 
in France. | 

ITis nothing to the My//ulman Intereſt, which 
Side gets the Advantage; for they are all equi 
Enemies to the Sent of God. _ 

If I can by any ſucceſsful Artifice promote the 
Diviſions of theſe Infidels, I ſhall not difſerve the 
ſvining Port. However, I will till pray, Tha 
thoſe Swords may be turn'd againſt each other; 
which United, wou'd hazard the State of the try 
Faithful. 

Illuſttious Friend, let thy Preſence in the Dj. 
van be as a ſtrong Baſtion, under the Covert d 
which Mabmut may be ſhelter'd from the Artillin 
of evil Tongues and Sycophants. 


Paris, 14th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Near 1654. 


— — 


LETTER VU. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


HO U art not ignorant that when I fl 
heard of the cruel Sentence executed on ou! 
late Friend Egri Boinou, (on whom be the Meri 
of the Creator,) I wrote to his Succeſſor Iſnul 
Mouta Faraca, a Letter of Condolance; wherein, 
to keep a Medium between the Tenderneſs I o 
to the Loſs which my Friend had ſuſtained of I 
Eyes, and the Diſtruſt I had of a Stranger | 
filled up my Letter to 1/mae/ with conſolator 
Expreſſions ; ſuch as I wou'd have uſed to Ann 


differ 
any N 
Senſe. 
which 
practiſ 
Wiſdo 
comes 
remain 
4, Aima, 

My 
this C 


Blow, 
ſpace o 
ſhould 


part of 
leſs the 


tan, 


Mera"; 
was ne 


himſelf, had I been in his Company: Believe 
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that Iſnael would read my Letter to his 3/ind 
Predeceſſor. : 

I plaid the Stoicł, and encouraged the Doctrine 
of Apathy; or, at leaſt, I abounded in philoſo- 
phical Counſels, almoſt as impracticable as the 
other: Nothing but ſevere Morality dropt from 
my Pen. And all this, to cover my real Con- 
cern and Paſſion for Egri's Sufferings ; who, thou 
knoweſt, was beloved by more than thee and me. 
told thee in a former Letter, That I did not 
dare to truſt my Sentiment, though diſguis'd, to 
a Man, who on the ſcore of his new Preferment, 
might become more quick-ſighted than before, 
and would ſoon penetrate the thin Veil of Words, 
and ſpy ſomething in that Di/patch, to my Diſad- 
vantage, ſhould I have ventured to deſcant on 
the Sutan's Severity, or Egri's Merits. 

Therefore I thought it beſt to pretend an In- 
differency, to which I am as much a Stranger as 
any Man, in Caſes that too nearly touch our 
Senſe. Tis eaſy to give Counſel to another, 
which in the ſame Circumſtances we are far from 
practiſing our ſelves. Then we can be full of 
Wiſdom, and grave Morals; but when it once 
comes home, all our Philoſophy vaniſhes ; there 
remains nothing to be ſeen, but a mere /ſenfirive 
4 Animal, without Virtue or Patience. 

My own Experience, but two Days ago, forces 
this Confeſſion from me, when by an unlucky 
Blow, I loſt the Sight of both my Eyes, for the 
(pace of eight and forty Hours. Tis true, I 
ſhould not have uſed them much during a third 
part of that Time, had they not been hurt; un- 
leſs thou wilt ſay, they are ſerviceable in our 
"n Dreams, and help our Souls to ſpy the dark Chi- 
era, of the Night. However, I remember 
1 was no ſmall Grief, even in that Abſence of thy 
ein, to be only ſenſible of the Privation 1 my 

ars: 
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Ears: For whilſt the Windows of my Sou! wer MW A 
ſhut, 'twas in vain for thoſe of my Chamber t WM V 
be open; which before this Misfortune would, I han 
by letting in the Light of the Moon or Stars, have WM 4ur! 
convinc'd-me, That it was Night, without being Peror 
beholden to the Clocks and Bells of the Convent; Ml Agor 
for my Intelligence, as I was under this Affliction. WM manc 

Then it was, that in my Heart I unſaid ny ſu 
that I had written to the Eunuch on the Subject a 


Blindneſs, and curſed the Philoſopher for a Fool cf Th 
a Madman, who put out his own Eyes for the hic! 
ſake of his Thoughts. I envied thoſe mor ing e 
happy Fools, who are without Thoughts, bu {Wan hu 
enjoy their Sight, which helps to form andregu niſt'd 
late the Conceits of the moſt wiſe and thinking {Wiavinz 
Men. ſiſted 

Nay ſuch was my Paſſion and Melancholy,{Wence 
during this ſhort Eclipſe of my Eyes, that 1 p eny 
ferr'd to mine even the Life of thoſe dumb AW", th 
mals, whom Men have learned to call irratioul, is": + 


b:cauſe they expreſs their Sentiments by inert. Nef fon 
eulate Sounds, a Dialect which we don't underſtand. 
And I could almoſt have wiſhed my ſelf net«"oug! 
morpbar'd, though it were into a Dog, provided INF % al 
might but have that Senſe, the want of which 
renders our Humanity imperfe&, and a Burthe 
to it ſelf. Or, if thou wilt blame me for ſuch1 
Wiſh, I cannot forbear thinking that Dog happier 
than his Ma/er, whom I have ſeen leading 1 
blind Man in a String along the Streets of Paris. 
How prudently did that faithful Creature act the 
Guide, in croſſing the Way, if any Danger throat 
ned his Charge, as a Cart, Coach, or 'Throng d 
People? And all this Conduct was owing to | 
Eyes, which made him wiſer than his Mater 
who, had he enjoy'd this Senſe, might not, i 6 
ought I know, have ſurpaſſed his kind Bru# ! ou 
the Exerciſe of Reaſon. 
I 


Az 
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And now I am fallen on this Subject of the 
Wiſdom of Brutes, I mult not forget a Story which 
J have read in Plutarch, as allo in a certain French 
Author, of a Dog in the Court of the Roman En- 
peror Veſpaſian, which would act to the Life all the 
Agonies and Symptoms of Deat! at the Com- 
mand of a Mountebank, who had taught him ma- 
ny ſuch comical Tricks to divert the Grandees 
of Rome. | 

The ſame Frenchman mentions certain Oxen, 
which it ſeems had learned Arithmetick : For be- 
ing employ'd in turning the Wheel of a Well 
an hundred times every Day, when they had fi- 
niſh'd that Task would not ſtir a Step more; but 
having revolv'd that Number in their Minds, de- 
ſited of their own accord; nor could any Vio- 
lence compel em to farther Labour. Who will 
deny now that theſe Oxen were Mathematicians ; 
br, that that Ship Dog had any need to ſtudy Ex- 
lid's Elements; who, having a great deſire to taſte 
df ſome Oil that he ſaw in a deep earthen Veſſel, 
and not being able, to put his Head in far 
nough, by reaſon of the long ſtraight Neck of the 
Tot, after ſome ſtudy ran to the Hold of the Ship, 


Aich was ballaſted with Gravel-ſtones ; from 
eil dence he 1 in his Mouth, at ſeveral times, 
many of thoſe little Stones, as half filling the 


ot, forced the Oil up to the Mouth, fo that he 
ould lap his Belly full ? Of this Plutarch ſays, 
e was an Eye-Witneſs. Was not this, thinkeſt 
nou, an Archimedes among the Dogs ? Are not 
he Goats of Candy abſolute Phyſicians, when, 
eing wounded, they never ceaſe ranging the 
ants of that fertile Hand, till thy have found 
he Herb Dittany, with which they reſtore them- 
es to Health! 3 
Should the French read theſe Lines, and the 
ters J have writ on 3 to Cara agus. 
a 


— 
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the great Mahummed of the Deſart, they woul 
cenſure me as a Heretick, a Fool, or a Madman 
Or, at leaſt, they would conclude, I am too in 
portunate an Advocate for the Beaſts. They wolf 
call me Brute my ſelf, and fix my Pedigree among 
ſome of the dumb Generations. 

But thou who haſt been educated in the ers 
ner Principles of the Eaſt, and haſt had the Honow 
to pour out Water on the Hands of the abſtemion 
Eremit, wilt have another Opinion of what I a, 
in defence of our Kindred Animals. 

He that has given Viſdom and Language to th 
Piſmires, and inſtructed them to converſe togs 
ther by mute Signs, ſo that when the Signal wa 
given, the Alarm was taken throughout thet 
humble Territories, and they all fled away mit 
their Bag and Baggage when the Army of $i 
mon approached : Inſpire us with Grace to unde: 
ſtand the Language of the Beaſts, or at leaſt, n 
think our ſelves wiſer than them who unde 
ſtand ours. 


Paris, 14th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


a 
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LETTER VIII. 
To Afis, Baſſa. 


FN HIS Conte is wholly taken up at preſet 


with the Preparations that are making t be th 
Croton the young King. The Place defign'd i My. d 
that Ceremony, is a City call'd Rhemes. Tis i.,“ 
the Duke of Orleans will not be there, though th OE. | 


King has ſummon'd all the Princes and Nobility 


attend at his Inauguration, according to the _ 
Cuſtom 
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aſtom : But that Prince ſtomachs the great Swa 
ardinal Mazarini bears at Court. Beſides, his 
Daughter, who has no ſmall Power over hith, is 
fected to the Party of Male-conteits. Tis thro* * 
Wer Perſuaſions the Dake her Father abſents himſelf 
om the King his Nephew. Yet there are thoſe 
hat ſay, his Mind will change before the Time 
ppointed for the Coronation : And that he will 
vther diſſemble his Grudge, that ſo he may more 
lvantageouſly ruin the Cardinal, who keeps the 
ng lull'd in a Circle of Pleaſures agreeable to 
is Youth, that ſo he may not have Time or Incli- 
tion to pry into his Management of Affairs. 
The Caurt is at preſent at Fontainbleau, a Houſe 
F Pleaſure belonging to the King. They paſs 
eir Time away in Delights, drown'd in Secu- 
ty : Whilſt the wakeful Princes of the Blood are 
lotting new Methods to rouze em from their 
thargy, and teach the young Monarch, that the 
und of the Trumpet and Beat of the Drum will 
a ſhort time be more neceſſary Muſick than 
5 feft Airs of the Lute, and ſuch Chamber- 
elody. 
In the mean Time, the Prince of Conde being 
ndemn'd,- the Princeſs, his Wife, has petition'd 
e Parliament that her Dowry may be fecur'd to 
r: But they have referr'd the Viater to the 
nz. Her Husband ſeems to be loſt in all Re- 
Cs, fave thoſe of the Peoples Affections, wha 
vour any that are Enemies toCardina/ Matzarin:. 
Mznfieur Broufſel, one of the Counſellors of Par- 
ment, whoſe Impriſonment I formerly mention'd 
be the Cauſe of the fir Sedition at Paris, is 
ly dead; yet the Cauſe, whereof he was a 
riot, dies not with him, but rather takes freſh 
Jour from daily Grounds of Diſcontent. 
It was more particularly revivd upon the 
ath of the late 8 of Paris; the Clergy 
2 chuſing 
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chuſing for his Succeſſor the Cardinal de Retz, 
Priſoner of State, and under the ſevere Diſple. 
ſure of the King. This Election was counter. 
manded by a Declaration from the Council Raul 
Nevertheleſs the Ecclefiaſticks perſiſt in their fi 
Choice; whilſt Cardinal Mazarini threatens en 
with the Puniſhments due to thoſe who contemn 
the King's Authority. But they ſlight his Me. 
naces, truſting to the Arms of the Prince of Cond, 


which they hope will deliver em in time fru ſupp: 
the Oppreſſions of that great 4 4 In 
The Men of Ability cabal, whilſt the Vue brty 
are eaſily drawn into Parties, as their Affection for h 
byaſs em. Here is nothing but Murmuring ai and 
Whiſpering againſt the Government. Every Muff ©17 
endeavours to purchaſe Arms, and lay em u. 80. 
privately as againſt ſome publick Invaſion. Ny, Perſo 
the Citizens walk not abroad without Damm ng t 


hid under their Garments, as if they either i- 
tended a Maſſacre, or were afraid of one. Al 
Things ſeem to portend ſome ſudden Eruptia 
of 1 Fury; and the Wiſeſt know not whit 
wi the Iſſue of ſo many threatning Occur 
rences. : | 

Only Mahmut (ſurrounded with Infidels) i 
ſign'd to Deſtiny ; knowing that no hun eſti 
22 can haſten or retard the Decrees ſgil Nsbt. 
above. 


Paris, 17th of the 5th Moon, Impro! 
ef the Tear 1654. we c 


LET Arts, 2 
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LETTER IX. 
To Murat, Baſſa, 


T ſeems the Devils have been lately let looſe 
in theſe Veſtern Parts, if we may give Credit 
to the Depoſition of ſuch as have accus'd certain 
ſuppos'd Witches. | 
In Bretagne, a Province of this Kingdom, above 
borty old Women have been ſeiz'd and impriſon'd, 
bor holding Correſpondence with i»fernal Powers, 
end above half of them condemn'd to Death: 
60% knows with what Juſtice ! 
Some of them are accus'd of enchanting the 
Perſons of their Neighbours ; others for Bewitch- 
ing their Cattle; and a third Sort for diſſolving 
the miſchievous Charm of the firſt and ſecond: 
ul of them for aſſembling in the Night- time, and 
uſing certain diabolical Ceremonies, which they 
ſay, begin and end in kiſſing the Poferiors of a 
Goat, or the Devil in that Form. 
I know not how far theſe poor ſuperannuated 
igures of Mortality may be wrong'd. "Tis a 
Queſtion whether their Judges are always in the 
Right. A ſhrivell'd meagre Face, a hollow Eye, 
join'd with irrecoverable Poverty, are many 
times the chief Grounds of Suſpicion, which, 
wmprov'd by Superſtition, Miſtakes and Malice, 
ve often prevail'd on thoſe who ought to ad- 
miniſter Juſtice, to condemn poor Wretches 
more innocent than themſelyes, as guilty of 
Witchcraft. | 
Yet it cannot be deny'd but that there have 
deen both Men and Women vers'd in magical 
arts, as they are commonly called, which I take 


to be only the more or Science of Newry 
3 uc 


ing the leaſt Society with Devils. 


into the Appearance at leaſt of living Creature, 
Thus he wou'd turn a Stick or Piece of Wood in 


and perform all the Actions of a rational Being. 
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Such was Zoroafter, the great Grand Child AN. 
Moab, and King of that Part of Aa, which vu e, 


then call'd Ba#ria. Such was Apollonius Tyaneu, ou 
. Philiſtides rz with many others of 1. neſs 


cient Date: Theſe underſtood the hidden Force of i uh 


the Elements, the Influence of the Stars, the ye Sl 
cifick Operation of Metals, Minerals, and other the 
ſubterranean Bodies, with the Vertues of all ve Fle⸗ 
ge tables. They knew exactly how to frame Aru m 
Images and n by the Help of which the Bc 
were able to effect Wonders. And all this perhap The 
without once dreaming of infernal Spirits, or har * 
6 0 


Yet I believe Lucian, an ancient Vriter, wh 
never ſpoke ſeriouſly of any Thing, ſcarce be 
liev'd himſelf, when he related the Story of Par 
crates, a famous Magician of Egypt, who by thel 
Taliſmans was able to transform inanimate Thing 


to a ſeeming Man, who ſhould walk, diſcourſe, 


A certain Stranger travelling with him once to 
Memphis, and lying wich him in the ſame Care 
vanſera, as ſoon as they were alighted from thelt 
Camels, Pancrates took a P/ank of Oak, and hu. 
ing touch'd it with his Ta/i/man, and pronoune i "> um 
two or three Syllables, incontinently the Stock delig 
mov'd, ftood upright, walk'd, and taking th belie1 
Camels by the Bridle, led them to the Stables; Bloog 
After which this wooden Man came in and pte 29un 
pared their Pilau, went on whatſoever Errand 
Paxncrates fent him; and when they departec of P. 
the Magician uſing a certain private Ceremon} 
this officious Servant retorn'd to a P/ank agun 
This was his Practice all along the Road. 2 th 

One Day his Fellow Traveller being reſolr peak 
to try the Experiment, took Advantage of f 2972 

: Magician: 
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Magician's Abſence, who was gone to the Ten- 
ple, and left his Taliſman behind him. The cu- 
rious Traveller having been often an Eye-Wit- 
neſs of this Trick, takes a Piece of Wood and 
touches it with Pancrates's Taliſman, repeating the 
Syllables he had heard him utter. Immediately 
te inanimate Timber became a Man, asking his 
'W Pleaſure : The Traveller, aftoniſh'd at the Event, 
commanded his new Servant to bring him a 
Bucket of Water. The enchanted Spark obeys. 
The Traveller told him it was enough, and bid 
him return to a Piece of Mood again; but inſtead 
of that, he continued drawing of Water, and 
bringing it in till the Houſe was full. The Tra- 
veller fearing the Anger of Pancrates, thought to 
diſſolve the Enchantment, by cleaving the Wooden 
Animal in two. But this augmented his Trou- 
ble; for each Piece taking a Bucket, fell to 
drawing of Water, ſo that of one Servant he had 
made two. 'This continued till the Magician came 
WF to his Reſcue, who having ſternly rebuked the 
Traveller's Raſhneſs, at a Word turn'd the two 
oo duly Drudges to their primitive Loggiſhneſs and 
activity again. wh 
Ido not tell this Story as if I would have thee 
believe it, or that I give Credit to it my ſelf. Let 
us imitate the Author of it, who laughs at all that 
delight in ſuch Fables. But the Chriftians, who 
believe a Piece of Bread is transfarm'd to Fleſh and 
Blood, and becomes an immortal! God at the pro- 
nouncing of four Words by the Prigfs may be 
excus'd, if they put Confidence in the Figments 
of Poets and Orators. % 3k 
I have in my Cuſtody the Journal of Carcoa, 
who formerly reſided at Vienna, a private Agent 
tor the Ever Happy Port. Some of his Letters 
ſpeak of the Superſtition and Credulity of the 
Germans in this kind. Yet in a Letter to the 


N 4 Mufti, 
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Mufti, he acknowledges himſelf overcome by the 
unqueſtionable Teſtimonies of ſuch as had been 
Eyc-Witneſles of the Zife and Death of one Fax. 
ftus, a German Magician, who play'd a thouſand 
Infernal Pranks, (as he calls them) even before 
che Emperor himſelf. | 

He tells alſo of another Magician, call'd 251% 
who liv'd in the Days of the Emperor Charles IV. 
And when the Emperor's Son, to whom Zyto be- 
long'd, was to marry the Duke of Bavaria“ 
Daughter, the Duke, to oblige his Son-in-law, 
who was much taken with Magical Tricks, as 
were all the Germans, ſent for a great many f. 
mous Sorcerers to the Wedding. Among the reſt, 
while one was performing a rare Exploit, on: 
ſudden Zyto the Prince's Conjurer came up to him 
with a Mouth ſeeming as wide as that of an old 
Crocadile, and ſwallows him up at a Morſel. When 
he thus had done, he retires and voids him again 
in a Bath, and brings him thus drench'd into the 
Company, challenging any of the other Magician; 
10 do a Feat like that, but they were all filent. 

hear of no ſuch Tricks done by thoſe French 
#7tches, who cauſe fo much Diſcourſe at preſent. 
The worſt they are accus'd of, is bewitching their 
Neigbours Hogs to Madneſs, which thou knowel 
may be only a natural Malady. 

I pray Heaven defend us from the Enchantment: 
of a deluded Fancy, that Domeſtick Incubus of 
every Mortal, — we need fear neither Witch 
nor Wizard. | : 


Paris, 20th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


LET: 


LETTER X. 
To Cornezan Muſtapha, Baſſa. 


1 Ag 4 Fame of Chriſtina, Queen of Sweden, 
has no doubt reach'd thy Ears: I have made 
mention of her in ſeveral = my Letters. That 
| Royal Virgin is now about to ſurrender her Crown 
to her Couſin, whom they call Charles Prince Pa- 
latine. This is a voluntary Reſignation. And her 

| Motive is ſaid to be a ſtrong Inclination to Soli- 
tude and a private Life, being eſteem'd the moſt 
accompliſh'd and learn'd Princeſs of this Age: 
But thoſe who pretend to know more than others, 
ſay, that the true Ground of her abandoning the- 


I 


Kingdom, is a Reſolution ſhe has taken to change 


ber Religion, and embrace the Faith of the Roman 
WH ufti, which is forbidden by the Laws of Steen. 
| Thou wilt ſmile at the Propoſals which this 
Nueen ſent to her deſign'd Succeſſor; and his An- 
per to them. 
8 In the firſt Place, She will keep the greateſt Part 
"We the Kingdom and Revenues in her own Hands. 
|: Secondly, She will be no Subject, but altogether 
Independent and Free. 

s Thirdly, She wil] have Liberty to travel into 
f {WF oreign Countries, or into any Part of that Do- 
þ Wninion, : | | 

Laſtly, She will not have the Offices of Truſt, or 
any other Gifts that ſhe ſhall have diſpoſed of to her 
avourites, revoR'd by her Succeſſor. - 
To theſe Articles Prince Charles anſwer'd. 
Firſt, That he will not be a mere titular King, 
without Dominions, ner without ſuch a Revenue 45 
' neceſſary to defray the Royal Expences, both in 
eace and War. 


— 
— 


Ng Second- 
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Secondly, That he will ſuffer no Competitor, 

Equal, or Sovereign in his Kingdom. 
irdly, That he will not run the Hazard of br 
Intrigues in Foreign Courts. 

Laſtly, That if 5 be King, he will diſpoſe of Pre. 
ferments as he thinks fit, And in fine, That | 
evil] not be the Shadow of a King without the ſubs 
ſtantial Prerogatives of Sovereignty. 

*Fis added, That when the Queen heard hi 
Reply, ſhe ſaid aloud, 7 propos'd thoſe Articles an. 
ty to try his Spirit. Now I efteem him worthy 1 

eign, who ſo well underſtands the incommunicable 
4. * of a Monarch. | 
| is Intelligence comes by a Secretary to the 
Spani/Þ' Ambaſſador, who is newly come out of 
Szgeden to negociate at this Court a ten Ven 
Truce between France and Spain. 

Here is likewiſe an Ambaſſador from Portuga, 
who acquaints the Court, that the Portugien 
Have expell'd the Hollanders out of the Places the) 
Held in the E2/- Indies. But if our Merchants bring 
true Intelligence, the Tartars will exterminate al 
the Franis that are in China. | | 

In the mean Time, the young King of Fran 
paſſes away his Hours in Dancing, ſeeing of = 
and other Recreations, provided with vaſt 
pence by Cardinal Mazarini, to divert him from 
medling with pablick Affairs, and from thinkiny 
too ſeriouſly on the Sentence he has pronounced i 
Parliament againſt the Prince of Conde. 

One knows not well how to blame the Prin 
of Conde's Proceedings, nor yet to accuſe tht 
King of Injuſtice. Neither is it proper for a Mi 
ſulman- Slave to decide the Controverſy : Oi 
Principles and Laws are different from thein 
And he that is eſteem'd a Patriot here in the #// 
would be condemn'd for a Rebel without Het 
tation in any Part of the Za, where * | 
l | 
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Cod in Heaver, and one Sovereign on Earth, is ac- 
knowledg'd by the Subjects of every Kingdom and 
Empire. | | 

But in France, the Princes of the Royal Blood 
are inveſted with ſuch a Power, as renders it diffi - 
cult for thoſe under their Command to diſtinguiſh 
'em from ſupreme Monarchs. Yet not one of 'em 
poſſe Tes a Government equal to that of the 34/4 
of Egypt; or ſuperior to his of Aleppo. 

I have ſpoken of theſe Princes formerly in ſome 
of my Letters to the happy Miniſters of him, who 
when he pleaſes can make the greateſt Sonereigus 
the Sguires of his Stirrup. : 
And therefore 'twill be needleſs to ſay any 
WW more on that Subject, but only acquaint thee, 
' that the French Court, tho“ they cannot relent of 

the Rigour they have us'd towards the Prince of 
Conde, yet ſeem willing to compound the Bufineſs 
8 with his Son, the young Due of Enguien, and by 
n ſabtile Artifice, to ſtrike two Strokes for the 
State at once. A great Duke of this Realm has 
ideen lately difpatch'd to the Duke of Orleans, to 

propoſe a Match between his Daughter and Con- 
ü eis Heir. Whereby the E/ate of the Prince of 
Conde will fall to the Duke of Orleans's Poſſeſſion, 
i during the Minority of the young Couple. This is 
my a Wheedle to reconcile the King's Uncle to the 
8 Court, who has been a long time eſtrang'd. But 
eis thought his Diſpleaſure is of too deep a Dye 
to be waſl'd off with Court Holy Water. 

I have no more News to tell thee, fave the 
Death of a certain Prince whom they call the 
Duke of Elbeuf. And it is of no Import to the 
Divan, whether a hundred of theſe Infide! Princes 
die every Day or no, ſo long as the Grand Seigni- 
* lives, and is ever ſupply'd with faithful Mini- 

erg. 
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For his Health I pray, before the Sun peeps 
o'er the Tops of the Eaſtern Mountains, and after 
he hides himſelf in the Valleys of the Wet. Nei. 
ther do J riſe from my Knees at the five appointed 
Hours, without an Oraiſon for Chorneſan, and 
the other Baſſa's of the Port. 


Paris, 10th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


* — — Y / We 
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LETTER KI. 


To Sale Tircheni Emin, Superintendant 
of the Royal Arſenal at Conſtanti- 
nople. 


HOU that haſt the Charge of the Ammuni- 
tion deſign'd for the Congue/t of the Worli, 
are fitteſt to receive the News of a terribe 
Blow lately given to a City of the Infidel; in 
Flanders. | 
This Place is call'd Grave/ins, whereof I have 
made mention in ſome of my former Letters. 
On the 29th of the laſt Moon, the Powder of the 
Magazine there took Fire, whether by Accident 
or Deſign, is not certainly known; but the Di 
mage it has done is very great. It is reported, 
that a third Part of the City is blown up, and the 
chief Fortifications about it, with the Outwork 
of the Cittadel. Three thouſand Mortals had 
their Breath exhauſted by the violent Convulſion 
of the Air, and were ſent into another World, wel 
ſeaſon'd with Salt Petre: Beſides a vaſt Multitud: 
of all Sorts, that were bury'd in the Ruins of thi 
Houſes, 2 
: 1 
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Some ſay, A certain Perſon coming to buy 
ſome Powder of the Steward of the Magazine, 
as they were knocking out the Head of a Powder 
Barrel, the Hammer firuck Fire. Others report, 
that this Perſon who pretended to buy Powder, 
was a Spy, or private Agent of Cardinal Mazarini 
in thoſe Parts: And that by his Maſter's Order, 
he had prepar'd a certain artificial Fire, enclos'd 
in a Shell or Box; and that at a certain deter- 
min'd Period of Time, it would cauſe the Box to 
fly in Pieces, and ſcatter Flames almoſt as ſubtil 
and penetrating as thoſe of Lightning. 

Having therefore this little Inſtrument of Miſ- 
chief ready, and being inſtructed in all things, 
he with the Steward enter'd the Vaults where the 
Powder lay, under Pretence of buying ſome for 
the Governour of Bruſſels. And when they had 
open'd one of the Barrels, he thruſt his Hand 
among the Powder, as though he would take up 
ſome to look upon; at the ſame time dextrouſly 
conveying his little Shell or Box into the Barrel, 
knowing that in an Hour's Time it would work 
its Effet. In the mean while, ſeeming to diſlike 
that Barrel, they open'd another; which he 
bought, and ſo departed. Within an Hour af- 
terwards, all the Countries round about were aſto- 
niſh'd at the dreadful Blow, which made the Earth 
to tremble. They ſay, it was heard beyond the 
Seas into England. | 

Thus the Contrivance of this Tragedy is fa- 
ſten'd on Mazarini ; and ſuch is the Hatred the 
People bear to this Miniſter, that if an Earth- 


quake ſhould happen in theſe Parts, I believe they 


would accuſe him as the Author of it. 
But it ſeems as if all the E/ements were at War 
againſt the Netherland Provinces. I have already 


| acquainted the Miniſters of the Ever happy Port, 


what Diſtreſſes befel theſe People by Storms at 
| 2 Sosa, 


1 
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Sea, and Inundations on Land. After which the 
Element of Fire took its turn to chaſtiſe then 
For in the firſt Moon of this Year, a certain Vini. 
mill in the Low Countries, whirling round with 
extraordinary Violence, by Reaſon of + furiou WWE 
Storm; the Stone at length by its rapid Motion 
became ſo intenſely hot, as to fire the Mill; 
from whence the Flames being difperſed by the 
High Winds to the neighbouring Houles, feta 
Whole Town on Fire. 

And now the Wrath of Heaven has been 
kindled again to deſtroy theſe [nfide/s : Yet thoſe 
that ſurvive will not be converted. Perhaps 
they will be ruin'd Piece-Meal, even to a Find 
Extermination, like the * 6 of Aad and Tha 
mod, of whom at this Day there remain no Foot 
ſteps. 

I pray God guard the Imperial City and Ar/enal 
from all Caſualties of Fire, from * of 
Water, and from Earthquakes: And thy own 
watchful Care and Prudence will defend the Ma. 
gariues in thy Cuſtody, from the fly Attempts of 
Traitors and Villains. | 


Paris, 10th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1654. 


_— Cons * 


f LETTER XII. 


To Mehemet, an Eunuch, in the Seraglio. 


Acquainted thee formerly with the firſt Ne- 
ceſſity I had to drink Wine, that I might the 
better conceal my being a Muſſulman when J 
as made a Priſoner by Cardinal Mazari ni's = 
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4 der. I tell thee now, this Liquor is grown habi- 


'tual to me, it being the natural Beverage of the 


Country where I am. But the French temper it 
© with Water, the better to allay their Thirſt, 
and prevent Fevers : Which Cuſtom agrees not 
with the Stomach of a Mahometan, who when he 


drinks either Water or Wine, loves to have them 
pure without Mixture. I uſe it moderately for 


my Health, and to create an Appetite. But this 


Evening I drank a Glaſs of Wine, which is like 
to make me abhor it for ever. In all Proba- 
bility I ſhall turn as ſtrict and preciſe as an 
Hodgia. For, in the midft of my Draught, I had 


| almoſt ſwallowed a great Spider, which lay 


drowned in the Wine. The little Bea/? had 
paſs'd my Lips; but I ſoon clear'd my Mouth 
of ſo ungrateful a Morſel. I wiſh I could as 
eafily diſcharge my Imagination of the hated 
Ideas it has imbibed with this /ata/ Potion. Not 
that I think I am poiſon'd, or have received any 
real Damage from the Spider: The worſt Venom 
lies in my own Fancy. It will be impoſſible for 
all the Water in France to waſh away the Preju- 
dices J have conceiv'd againſt this little In- 
Jet. I have a perfect Antipathy againſt it. The 
Sight of a Spider would always make me ſweat 
and tremble. Now, if ever I ſhould taſte the 
Wine again, I ſhould imagine every Mouthful 
I ſwallow' d had a Spider in it My Reaſon tells 
me, there was no — if I had one in my 
Stomach z having ſeen a Phyfician, without the 
ule of any Antidote, ſwallow two or three large 
Spiders in a Glaſs of Wine: And this was his 
ordinary Practice every Morning. And moſt 
of that Profeſſion maintain, that Spiders ſo drank, 
can do no Harm ; yet my Antipathy overcomes 
my Reaſon in this Point. Andif Ga/en or Hippo- 
Crates were alive, they would not be able * all 

cir 
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their learned Demon/trations, to reconcile me to: 
Creature, for which I have an invincible Averſin 
and Abhorrence. I had rather encounter with: 
Lion or, Tiger in the Deſarts of Arabia, provided 
IT had but a Sword in my Hand, than to have a 
Spider crawling about me in the Dark. And 
therefore I have often envied the Happineſs of 
the Jriſb Men; for in that and, they ſay, No 
Venomous Creature will live. The ſame is report- 
ed of the e of Malta: which wonderful Privi- 
lege both theſe Hands aſcribe to the Prayers of 
certain Saints, 

There is no Reaſon to be given for theſe ſecret 
Antipathies, which are diſcover'd in many Men, 
Some will ſweat and faint away, if there be: 
Cat in the Room where they are, though they 
know nothing of it, any otherwiſe than by the /e- 
cret Intimations of this anaccountable Senſe, which 
Nature has added to the other Fn I have ſeen 
a Gentleman drop down in a Swoon, as ſoon as 
he enter'd a Chamber where there was a Squirrel 
kept in a Cage. And thoſe that knew him aid, 
It was his conftant Infirmity. 

If there be any Truth in the Doctrine of the 
Soul's Tran/migration, I ſhould think the beſt Res- 
ſons for theſe private Antipathies might be drawn 
from ſome former State of the Soul. And accord- 
ing to that Suppoſition I ſhould conclude, that 
I had been a V before I came into this Body; 
and having been frequently perſecuted by Spiders 
in that State, do ſtill retain the Dread of my 
old Enemy, which all the Circumſtances of my 
preſent Metamorpho/;s are not able to efface. But 
if this be ſo, I wonder I ſhould have no diſtin 
Remembrance of my former. little volatile Life; 
ſince Pythagoras, the great Patron of the Melen- 


fychofis declares, that he could remember ſeve- 


ral Changes he had undergone. And cen 
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phy recounts, how he led a merrier Life when he 
was a Frog, than ſince he became a Philoſopher. | 
It affords me Matter of Thought, and is no | 
ſmall Diverſion, to behold the Contrariety that 
is in Men's Diet. One Man never taſtes of Fi 
all his Days, another abhors Fe; this faints if 
| his Bread be cut with a Knife that has touched 
Cheeſe, that ſwoons at the ſmell of Mutton. Men 
have as different Appetites, as they have Faces. 
| Some are ſqueamiſh, and almoſt nauſeate every 
Thing that others eat freely of: Again, there 
are others to whom nothing comes amiſs. For 
| my part, I have many Averſions in Point of 
Diet; And, above all things, I can never be re- 
conciled to the eating of Inſects, Serpents and 
other Reptile Creatures; yet here are Men in this | 
| Kingdom, who live upon Frogs, Vipers, Graſhop- 
fers, and ſuch Kind of loathſome Animals. And I | 
have read of a People in the Southern Parts of | 
Africa, who had no other Diet but ſalted Loeu/ts, 
which they catch in the Spring; when certain 
Winds bring innumerable Swarms of them over | 
the Land, ſo that all the Country is covered. | 
| 
| 


„„ A 5 


Theſe People are very lean active and black. 
They run ſwift as Stage, and will climb Trees, 
and jump from one Bough and 'Tree to anothey | 
as nimble as Apes and Squirrels. But they are | 


| ſhort liv'd, never exceeding forty Years of Age. 

For about that Time, they feel a violent Itch- 

Ing all over their Bodies ; which tempting them 

to ſcratch themſelves they never ceaſe till they 

make Holes in their Fleſh, where certain winged 

inſets breed: Which multiply ſo faſt, that in a 

little time they devour the poor Wretches. | 

Th is thought to be the Reſult of their ill | 
jet. | | 

Let not what I have faid create any Squea- 

miſnneſs in thee, but eat thy Pi/azo with a good 

Stomach ; 
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Stomach: For that Fed has the Benedichion of 
God and his Prophet. 


Correſpondence with the Governor of this i / 


a 
Paris, 23d of the 6th Moon, * 

of the Har 1664. 
| 4 | 1 R 
——ͤ ar — ͤä( _—— — — h: 
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LETTER XIII. ” 
N To the Kaimacham. E 
io , HE &ing of France has been ſolemnly crown! 12 
1 at Remes; where were preſent his Moths WW orf 
my and Brother, Cardinal Mazaritti, with diver WWF q;. 
1 Princes and Nobles, and Foreign Miniſters. But I Tn 
1 nothing could perſuade the King's Uncle, the Dur be 
149 of Oritans, to grace this Ceremony with his Pre for 
| 60k ſence. He has declar'd he will never come to tle Wl 777. 
11 Ceurt io long as Cardinal Mazarini is there. in t 
310 Mara] Tarenne has receiv'd private Orders to ing 
| | 3 repair ſpeedily to his Army in Flanders. What the £7, 
bi Deſign is we are not certain. Some fay, Hen :; . 
110 gone to ſurprize Gravelines, a City in Flandern. into 
Wl | which was lately ſo ruin'd by the Blowing up df by 
1 5 the Magazine, that it is not in a Condition to re. T 
1 fiſt the French, ſhould they aſſault it. follc 
11 Others ſay, the King has commanded his G com 
110 ral to lay Siege to Stenay, a City belonging to te our 
WH |! Prince of Conde, a Place of great Strength, a us 
: | | exquiſitely fortify'd. | whi 
1 Tis reported, that Cardinal Mazarini holds Pra. 


- 
— — — 
= % a 


Hold: And that on this Ground it was he promi D 
the Xing, on the Honour of his Purple, that if be 4 
would ſuffer his Army to lie down before it, ¶ Bea 
ſhould by ſuch a Day be deliver'd into his H Jeſu 


4 
= 
l 
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The Duke of Lorrain, of whoſe Impriſonment 
at Antwerp I inform'd MufaphaBerber Aga, is now 
remov'd from thence and ſent to Si; from 
whence 'tis believ'd he will never come back. 

From the North the Poſ brings News of the 
Reſignation which Chriftina, Queen of Swedeny 
has made of her Crown ito her Couſin, Prince 
Charles. They add, That ſhe caus'd a Croron to be 
made with this In/cription, FROM GOD AND 
CHRISTIN A; and that ſhe plac'd this 
Crown on the Prince's Head with her own Hands, 
having before abſolv'd all her Subjects from their 
Oaths of Fidelity to her. #8 
The ſame Poſt alſo tells us, of a mighty Army 
of Muſcovites which are enter'd into Poland, de- 


ſtroying and laying deſolate wherever they come. 


The pretended Cauſe of this Invaſion is {aid to 
be a Diſguſt the Czar has taken at a certain Hz- 
florian and Poet of Poland; who, in reciting the 
Wars between thoſe Nations, had made a Miſtake 
in the Genealogy of the Muſcovite Enperers, nam- 
ing the Father for the Son. The Czar being in- 
form'd of this, demanded the Head of the Writer 
as an Atonement; which being deny'd he ruſh'd 
into the Territories of Ps/ang, to revenge himſelf 
by Fire and Sword. 

Theſe are the Actions of ſuch as pretend to 
follow the Example of Jeſus, the Meta, who 
commanded Men to forgive Injuries, even as did 
our Holy Prophet; yet they ſcruple not to accuſe 
us of what they themſelves are only guilty. Thus, 
whilſt they are Chri/tians in Name, we ſhew by our 
iron that we are true Diſciples of the venerable 

eſus. g | 
Doubtleſs all Men are juf or wicked by Na- 
ture. Every Man's Fate is engraven on his Fre. 
head. And neither the Precepts nor Examples of 
Jeſus, or Mahomet, can alter the — 

| thoſe 


| 
' 
l 
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thoſe, whoſe Stars have ſign'd 'em in their Nati- tl 
vity with the inde/ib/e Characters of Vice. m 
Paris, 3d of the 6th Moon, 4 


of the Tear 1654. 


4 — __— 


LETTER XIV. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


His: I have been in a Wilderneſs, or at 
leaſt I'll ſuppoſe it, wandring up and down, 
loſt and confounded in the dark, without Sun, 
Star, Land-mark, or any faithful Guide to direct 
me. What ſhall I doin this Caſe? I am tir 
with perpetual Rambling ; and reſt dare I not; 
neither can I, ſuch is my Uneaſineſs, even in 
the only Circumſtance which gives to other Men 
Repole. — N 
Thus I diſcourſe. with myſelf when I am alone. 
and conſider my preſent State as a Mortal. 
The Miſeries of this Life are the Themes of my 
firſt Contemplation z and 'tis but Reaſon it 
ſhould be ſo, becauſe we feel 'em every Mo- 
ment. They touch our Senſe nearly, and afflict 
us with ſharp Pains. Yet they are but like the 
Sting of a Waſp, violent for a Time, but lak 
not long. i 
„ This Thought carries me farther, and puts me 
2 an endleſs Meditation, what will befall me 
after Lem dead. When I have contemplated all 
that I can, run over a thouſand Paths of Fancy, 
and track'd all the Footſteps of the Viſſe, or of 
ſuch as were eſteem'd ſo ; ſtill I find my ſelf in 
a Deſart, more entangled than a Traveller loſt Fo 
, 


9 
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the Foreſt of Hercynia, which extends from the 


moſt Northerly Part of Muſcovy, to ſome Provinces 
in the German Empire ; and tis reputed fire hun- 
dred Leagues in length. 


In this bewilder'd Condition I met with many 


| wu Guides; one telling me this, is the 


ay, another that. But becauſe they do not 
agree in their Advice, I know not which to truſt; 
and am inclin'd to ſuſpect ſome for Cheats, and 
the reſt for Fools; as much at a Loſs, if not 


more, than my ſelf. 


permit me to diſcourſe with freedom, my 
dear Dznet, and let us unmask like Friends. What 


| fignifies all that the Imaums and Mo//ahs can ſay 


of Paradiſe and Hell, ſince none of 'em have been 
there to make an Experiment? Why ſhould we 
ſuffer ourſelves to be amus'd with Notions of 
Things, which for ought we know have no other 
Exiſtence, but in the Harrangues of the Preachers, 
and the Fancies of the Credulous. 

Think not that J am going to perſuade thee to 
the Hereſy of the Muſerin, who deny the Being of 
a God. I tell thee, I am no Atheiſt. From every 
thing I behold, my Thought ſoon flies up to a 
firſt Cauſe; and there 'tis daſh'd into a thouſand 
9weries. This I lay as a ſolid Foundation, A1 
Things were not always in the ſame State as they 
are now, (my Experience demonſtrates to the 
contrary.) But how much longer they have been 
otherwiſe, than my own Remembrance, I can- 
not be aſſur'd, but by the Confidence which I 
repoſe in People that are older than my ſelf, and 
the Faith I give to Books. Both which agree in 
this, That they are guilty of Contradictions with- 
out Number. | 

Thoſe that were born before me, and liv'd in 
the Days of Sultan Mahomet III. tell me many Paſ- 
ſages of his Reign, quite different from the Rela- 

tions 


| 
| 
| 
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tions of others, who alſo liv'd in thoſe Times, 
and remark'd the Tranſactions of their Age. 
I like the Diſagreement I find among Author, WM 
' Who have committed to Writing the Hifo#ies of tc 
mer Times, "Tis difficult to encounter with two WE /: 
Men of the fame Opinion even as to Matters W 
of Fact. Some take a Pride in diſguiſing the 2 
Truth, whilſt others have not Skill to take fir 
off the Mask. There are a ſort of Perſons in the 
World, Men of ſupine and eaſy Judgments, 
credulous, and not daring to call in Queſtion, 
what has been tranſmitted to them from the Au. 
. #hority of ſuch and ſuch a Writer. They ſuper: 
ftitiouſſy revere as an Oracle, the Manu ſcripts of a 
mortal Man like themſelves, ſubject to as many 
Frailties and Miſtakes. And all this, only be- 
cauſe they have been taught to do ſo from their 
Infancy i So forcible is the Influence of Education. 
Thus the Hebrews believe the Records of their Na- 
tion to be of divine Original, though they want 
not verbal Contradictions, and abound with Igi- 
cal and philoſophical Inconſiſtencies. But that 
which is of greateſt Moment is, that neither they 
nor any other Nation, no not even the 4/hrian 
or Egyptian Records, come near the immenie 
Chronologies of the Chineſe and Indians. 80 
that amidſt ſuch Variety of Accounts, a Man 
knows not where to fix his Belief. But whether 
the World be only Five or Six thouſand Years 
old, or of a more indefinite Antiquity, this 1s 
a ſure Maxim, That ſomething is eternal. Even 
the Jews and Chriftians, who deny the Eter- 
1 nity of Matter, and aſſert the Creation of the 
#l "1 World out f NOTHING, in a determin'd Pe- 
1 riod of Time muſt of Neceſſity own, There was 
WY an eternal and infinite Emptineſs or Vacuity, 
| =—_ which is the ſame as Moſes calls by the Name of 
i! NOTHING: Which will ſound as harſh in 
4 2 Philoſophy 
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Lab an the Eternity. of Matter does in their 


| Divinity. Nay, 1 1 miſtake not, tis of a worſe 
| Conſequence, even in the Doctrine, of Religion, 


to aflert an infinite Privation, or want of Exi- 


| /ence, to be Coeternal with the ſubſtantial God, 


who is Ouni potent, Living and Strong; than to 


| firm Matter it ſelf to be Cocternal with him, 


ſince this is an actual Subſtance, and may with 
Reaſon be ſuppos'd, as a neceſſary Emanation of his 
Power and Goo: neſs : whereas the other is a mere 
naked Potentialiiv, a Non-Entity, as the Weſtern 


| Philoſophers call it; and therefore cannot be con- 
| ceived to flow from the Dit ine Nature which is 
Eſential Life and Being. Yet in theſe nice and 
remote Speculations I am timorous, and dare 


not be poſitive ; leſt. L ſhould prophane the Ho. 


| nour of that Sovereignly Good, who is the Breath 


of our Noftrils. To ipeak the Truth, I am wa- 
vering in all Things but this, That there is an 
eternal Mind, every where preſent,the Root and Ba- 
Hs of all Things viſible and inviſible, whom we 
call Alla the Support of infinite Ages, the Rock and 
x; op the Univer ſe. | 

t thou and I, dear Friend, perſevere in ado- 
ring that ſuperlative Efſence of Eſſences, with in- 
ternal and profound Devotion. Let our Thoughts 
be pure, or Words few, and thoſe full of inno- 
cent and grateful Flames. For aſſuredly, God de- 
lights not in the Babbling of the Tongue. 

As for the reſt, Let us live according to our 
Nature and ＋ as we are Men. For we ma 
believe, That the indu/gent Father of all Things 
will accept us, if we ſquare our Actions accord- 
ing to this Rule, without aiming at the Perfection 


of Angels, 


In 
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- In a Word, Let us love all haman Race, 1: 


fhew Juſtice and Mercy to the Brutes. For in { 
doing, we ſhall not be unkind to our ſelve: 


Paris, 13th of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1654, 
according to the Chriſtian Scyle. 3 
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